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Introduction

What we know for sure…
There are over 6 million K-12 students in California.
ELL Demographics – We have increasing numbers of MEL students in 

California and the country.
a) There are now approximately over 1 million MEL students in 

California.
b) The number of proficient MEL students, as measured by the 

ELPAC is 1.1 million.
c) The number of redesignated MEL students in California is 

approximately 153,000.
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Who are Long-Term English Learners (LTELs)?

ELLs who have been in U.S. schools for six years or more 
without reaching sufficient English proficiency to be 
reclassified as fluent in English.

The majority (59%) of English Language Learners (ELLs) at 
the secondary level are Long-Term English Learners 
(LTELs). 

       
 (Olsen, 2010)
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What is Academic English?

ALL students are AESL

Academic English is not natural language.  It must be 
explicitly taught.
Essential Components of Academic English Language:

● Vocabulary (Frayer Model )
● Syntax (Complex)
● Grammar (Sophisticated)
● Register (Think-Pair-Share and Reciprocal Teaching)

(Kinsella, 2007)
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Sandra Cisneros on Speaking in School

A House of My Own

“At home I was fine, but at 
school I never opened my 
mouth except when the 

teacher called on me . . . I 
didn’t like school because 

all they saw was the 
outside of me.”
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A Day in the Life of Moises

Video: A day in the life

As you watch the video:

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI
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ELL Shadowing Results: 
Classrooms with Little Talk
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1.They hear more language.

2.They speak more language.

3.They understand more language.

4.They ask more questions.

5.They are more comfortable about 
speaking.

What other benefits of talk 
can you think of?

Benefits of Talk for ELLs
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Purpose of Shadowing

■ Get a glimpse of the levels of productive speech and active listening 
occurring in K-12 classrooms.

■ Objective is to open eyes, not point fingers.

■ Recognize how the presence/absence of productive speech and 
listening affects student learning.

■ Serve as a shared L2 experience for schools,  districts, and/or county 
offices.

■ Act as a bridge to our study of research-based practices with ELLs and 
Gibbons text.
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What do you 
think an 
important theme 
of the book is? 

An important 
theme is real 
courage . . .

9:10

9:15
ELL listens to 
partner 
explain, “So 
people see that 
he isn’t bad.”

ELL listens to 
partner 
carefully and 
makes eye 
contact.
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"Shadowing Re-Centers Instruction On What Multilingual 
Learners Actually Experience—Not What We Assume They 
Experience—So Educators Can Take Action Toward Equity."

- Ivannia Soto, Ph.D.

NOW SCHEDULING FOR THE 
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

Explore What's 
Possible With CABE's 

LEAD Educational 
Solutions!

Introducing CABE as the official home of the 
National Center for Multilingual Learner Shadowing (NCMLS)
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SCAN QR

Want more information?


