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Personal Statement:

| came to America at age twenty-two with fourteen years of education in Vietnam and three months of
survival English from a refugee camp in Indonesia. | have been in the field of education for more than 33
years working as a bilingual instructional assistant,a community liaison, an ELD, mathematics, and science
teacher, a district language development specialist, and currently as a coordinator IV for the Language &
Literacy department at the San Joaquin County Office of Education. | have also been an adjunct faculty
member in the Teacher Education department at California State University, Stanislaus since 1999, at
University of the Pacific, and at the Teacher’s College of San Joaquin since 2001. My experience in various
educational capacities has provided me a deep understanding of teaching and learning, especially for
students who speak English as an additional language. Furthermore, my involvement in a variety of
committees and projects at both local and state levels has deepened my vision, expertise, and leadership
ability.

I had the privilege to serve as the Region | Representative on the CABE Board of Directors from 2016-2021
when | maintained contacts and supported the five chapters in the region. Currently, | am the principal for
the Van Lang Vietnamese Heritage School, a community language school that | founded in 2016. CABE has
been an important part of my professional learning since | was a bilingual assistant. | started attending
CABE in 1992, continued to be part of the organization, and eventually presented at almost every
conference since 1995. | believe CABE is a catalyst and a vital vehicle for educators who work with students
and parents from many diverse language and cultural backgrounds. | am inspired by CABE’s vision of
Biliteracy, Multicultural Competency, & Educational Equity for All, and empowered by many members of the
CABE family.

I was able to start the connection between CABE and Asian, especially Southeast Asian, communities when
I was on the Board. Recently, | was the lead and worked collaboratively with CABE to organize the very first
successful Asian Language Institute at the 34th CABE Annual conference. It is my dream to continue
strengthening and expanding this connection to increase the involvement of many other communities in
our CABE family. | believe being the Regional Representative for Region | will enable me to fulfill this dream
and support CABE’s vision of Biliteracy, Multicultural Competency, & Educational Equity for All.




Ballot Statement:

As a refugee from Vietnam, | have experienced and witnessed the benefits of being bilingual/biliterate. Not
only is it a professional advancement, but it also enables me to view and understand the world from
multiple perspectives. | met and was fully supported by many of CABE’s dedicated educators since | was a
paraprofessional, a teacher, and now a county office of education coordinator. | would like to give back to
the community that has nurtured me to become who | am today and use my experience, skills, and
knowledge to provide a successful multilingual/multicultural education for all students, especially our
English learners.

La ngudi Viét ty nan, téi may mdn tré thanh mét gido chic théng thao hai ngén ng:. Viéc nay khéng chi
gitip téi thdng tién ma con cho téi kha ndng tiép nhdn su viéc bdng nhiéu quan diém khdch quan. Téi da
duoc su gitip dé tdn tinh cGa nhiéu gido chuc tu khi téi con la mét phu gido. Téi mong dugc dung kinh
nghiém va kién thiic dé céng hién cho nganh gido duc nhdm gitip tét ca hoc sinh, ddic biét la hoc sinh hai
ngdén ngli cé mdt chuong trinh hoc that ven toan.




