
SUPPORT

DIVERSITY

STRENGTH
EQUITY

CREATIVITY BLM

VOICE

ADVOCACY

COMMUNITY
EMPATHY

JUSTICE

  HOPE

LOVE

KINDNESS

COURAGE

RESPECTUNITY

ACTION

BILITERACY CABE 2021
STANDING TOGETHER FOR UNITY, MULTILITERACY, AND EQUITY

C A B E  2 0 2 1  E D I T I O N
C

A
L

IF
O

R
N

IA
 A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

 F
O

R
 B

IL
IN

G
U

A
L

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
2

1



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  2

W elcom e  to  th e  2021  e d it io n  o f M u l t i l in g u a l  
E d u c a t o r ! A s  w e  p re p a re  to  lau n c h  C A B E  
2 0 2 1 : A  V i r t u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  L ik e  N o  O t h e r , its  th em e , S ta n d in g  To g eth er 

fo r U n ity, M u ltilite ra c y, a n d  Eq u ity , e c h o e s  th e  c rit ic a l ro le  th a t u n ity  h a s  p laye d  in  
e d u c a tio n a l su rv iva l d u rin g  th e  C O VID -19  p an d em ic . H ow  m an y  t im e s  h ave  w e  
e n c o u n te re d  th e  w o rd  “u n p re c e d e n te d ” an d  th e  p h ra se  “We’re  a ll in  th is  to g e th e r!” 
d u rin g  th e  la s t  ye a r? D u e  to  q u a ran tin e , w e ’ve  se e n  u n p re c e d e n te d  c lo su re s  o f 
b u s in e sse s, p u b lic  g a th e rin g s, an d  e ve n ts. M o st sc h o o ls  an d  te ac h e rs  w e re  fo rc e d  
to  su d d e n ly  p ivo t to  o n lin e  le a rn in g  w ith o u t ad e q u ate  te c h n o lo g y  re so u rc e s  an d  
tra in in g . S c h o o ls  an d  b u s in e sse s  th a t d id  s tay  o p e n  h ad  to  im p lem en t d ra st ic  
p o lic ie s  an d  p ro c e d u re s  to  e n su re  p u b lic  h e a lth  an d  sa fe ty  an d  fla tte n  th e  c u rve  
o f C O VID -19 . M an y  p a re n ts  fo u n d  th em se lve s  in  th e  u n e n v iab le  p o s it io n  o f 
w o rk in g  from  h om e  w h ile  s im u ltan e o u s ly  fa c ilita t in g  th e  rem o te  le a rn in g  o f th e ir 
c h ild re n . A n d  w e  e n d u re d  a ll o f th is  am id  an  e c o n om ic  re c e ss io n , trem en d o u s ly  
d iv is ive  p o lit ic s, v io le n t c iv il u n re st, an d  ris in g  n um b e rs  o f c o ro n av iru s  d e a th s. 
U n p re c e d e n te d , in d e e d !

Bu t if w e ’ve  le a rn e d  an y th in g  th is  p a st  ye a r, it ’s  th a t w h e n  fa c e d  w ith  u n p re c e d e n te d  
c h a lle n g e s, o u r fam ilie s  an d  e d u c a to rs  r ise  to  th o se  c h a lle n g e s  w ith  u n p re c e d e n te d  
c o u rag e , p e rse ve ran c e , an d  c re a tiv ity—and  th e y  d o  so  b y  sta n d in g  to g eth er an d  
su p p o r tin g  o n e  an o th e r a s  a  c om m un ity  in  w ays  th a t a re  n o th in g  le ss  th an  h e ro ic . 
Th o se  w h o , b e fo re  th e  p an d em ic , m ay  n e ve r h ave  th o u g h t o f te ac h e rs  an d  o th e r 
e sse n tia l w o rke rs  a s  h e ro e s, m o st c e r ta in ly  d o  n ow !

Wh en  “th e  g e rm s g o  aw ay,” a s  m y  fo u r-ye a r-o ld  g ran d d au g h te r d e sc rib e s  it , an d  
sc h o o ls  re -o p e n , le t  u s  n o t re tu rn  to  th e  p re-p a n d em ic  n o rm a l, b u t ra th e r, le t  u s  take  
th e  kn ow le d g e  an d  e xp e rie n c e  w e ’ve  g a in e d , th e  n ew  sk ills  w e ’ve  a c q u ire d , an d  th e  
c om m un ity  sp irit  w e ’ve  s tre n g th e n e d  to  c re a te  a  w o rld  w h e re  n o rm a l m e an s  th a t th e  
C A BE  Vis io n  o f Bilite ra c y, M u ltic u ltu ra l C om p eten c y, a n d  Ed u ca tio n a l Eq u ity  h a s  b e c om e  a  
d a ily  re a lity  fo r o u r s tu d e n ts.

Th is  issu e  h a s  th re e  se c tio n s  th a t fo c u s  o n  a  b ro ad  se le c t io n  o f c u rre n t, re le van t, 
an d  h ig h ly  s ig n ific an t su b je c ts. In  E q u i t y  a n d  M u lt i c u l t u r a l i sm , to p ic s  ran g e  
from  d isc u ss io n s  ab o u t ra c e  an d  e q u ity  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s to  
le ve rag in g  e q u ity  to  im p ro ve  w rit in g  in stru c tio n  an d  p rom o te  se lf-id e n tity. It  a lso  
in c lu d e s  te stim o n io s , s to rie s, an d  p o em s th a t p o ig n an tly  d e sc rib e  th e  e xp e rie n c e s  an d  
p e rsp e c tive s  o f b ilin g u a l an d  b ic u ltu ra l e d u c a to rs, som e  o f w h om  a lso  se lf-id e n tify  a s  
m u lt i-ra c ia l an d  m u lt i-e th n ic . In  M u lt i l i t e r a c y , yo u  w ill fin d  a r t ic le s  d isc u ss in g  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n , tran s lan g u ag in g , e a rly  c h ild h o o d  le a rn in g , an d  a sse ssm en t fo r 
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls. Th e  Te a c h in g  a n d  L e a r n in g  se c t io n  h ig h lig h ts  c h a lle n g e s  an d  
so lu tio n s  re la te d  to  d is tan c e  le a rn in g , c ro ss-b o rd e r e d u c a tio n , c la ss ro om  stra te g ie s, an d  
te ac h in g  s tu d e n ts  w ith  d ive rse  lin g u is t ic  an d  c u ltu ra l b ac kg ro u n d s, ad o le sc e n t La tin o  
m a le s, an d  En g lish  Le a rn e rs  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s. It  a lso  fe a tu re s  in sp irin g  e xc e rp ts  from  
an  u p c om in g  b o o k  c o -au th o re d  b y  C A BE  2019  A r t is t  o f th e  Ye a r an d  C A BE ’s  P re s id e n t-
E le c t.

We  h o p e  th is  is su e  o f M u l t i l in g u a l  E d u c a t o r  le ave s  yo u  w ith  m o re  o f th e  th re e  I’s : 
In fo rm atio n , In n o va tio n , an d  In sp ira t io n ; an d  th a t yo u  fe e l a  m o re  p ro fo u n d  se n se  o f 
u n ity  w ith  th e  C A BE  C om m un ity  a s  w e  s te ad fa stly  p u rsu e  th e  g o a ls  o f m u lt ilite ra c y  an d  
e q u ity  fo r o u r s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir fam ilie s.
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A REFLECTION FROM  
JAN GUSTAFSON-COREA, CABE CEO

J a n  G u s t a f s o n -C o r e a  
CABE Chief Executive Officer

F orty-s ix  ye a rs  ag o , in  1975 , w h e n  C A BE  w as  ju st  a  sp a rk  in  th e  
e ye s  o f a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f im p ass io n e d  e d u c a to rs, th is  sm a ll 
b u t im p ac tfu l n o n -p ro fit e d u c a tio n  o rg an iza tio n  w as  fo rm ed  

an d  fo u n d e d  a t  a  t im e  w h e n  o u r c o u n try  an d  th e  w o rld  w e re  
em b ro ile d  in  p o lit ic a l tu rm o il. Th e re  w as  c h ao s  in  th e  h ig h e st 
offi c e s  o f th e  n a tio n , a  c a ll fo r c iv il an d  h um an  rig h ts, rag in g  w a rs  
an d  re vo lu tio n s  a c ro ss  c o n tin e n ts, s tu d e n t w a lko u ts, im m ig ra tio n  
in ju st ic e , an d  an  e d u c a tio n  sy stem  in  th e  U S  th a t s tru g g le d  to  
m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f s tu d e n ts  o f d ive rse  ra c ia l, lin g u is t ic  an d  c u ltu ra l 
b ac kg ro u n d s. Fa st  fo rw a rd  fo u r p lu s  d e c ad e s, an d  th o se  sam e  
c o n d it io n s  an d  d e sc rip tio n s  c an  b e  e a s ily  la id  o n to  th e  fab ric  o f 
2020  an d  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f 2021 .

We  h ave  live d  th ro u g h  an d  a re  c o n tin u in g  to  e xp e rie n c e  a  
t im e  o f u n p re c e d e n te d  e ve n ts  an d  fe e l th e ir im p ac t d e e p ly—
CO VID -19 , th e  fie rc e  su rg e  o f ra c ia l in e q u ity  an d  d e ad ly  o u tc om e s, 
n a tio nw id e  p ro te sts, th e  u n c o ve rin g  o f an  u n ju st  an d  s tru g g lin g  
h e a lth  c a re  sy stem  an d  re sp o n se , d e e p  p o lit ic a l d iv is io n s, 
a tta c ks  ag a in st  o u r B la c k  b ro th e rs  an d  s is te rs, an d  d e e p  an d  
u n im ag in ab le  b ia se s  an d  d isc rim in a tio n  tow ard s  im m ig ran ts  an d  
p e o p le s  o f a ll d ive rse  b ac kg ro u n d s. We  h ave  fe lt  th e  trem b lin g  o f 
p o lit ic a l tran s it io n s, o u r sc h o o ls  h ave  b e e n  ro c ke d  b y  rem o te  an d  
d is tan c e  le a rn in g , e d u c a to rs  a re  p u sh e d  to  th e ir lim its, s tu d e n ts  
an d  fam ilie s  c o n tin u e  to  s tru g g le  to  fin d  n ew  w ays  o f le a rn in g , 
fa c em asks  h ave  b e c om e  a  n ew  w ard ro b e  a c c e sso ry  an d  an  a c t  o f 
c om m un ity  re sp o n s ib ility, an d  w e  h ave  b e e n  fo rc e d  to  a c c e p t an d  
ad ap t to  em o tio n a l an d  p h ys ic a l d is tan c in g  th a t w e  c o u ld  n e ve r 
h ave  im ag in e d . It  tru ly  is  a  t im e  like  n o  o th e r.

A n d  o u r re sp o n se ? A s  a  c om m un ity  d e d ic a te d  to  s tu d e n ts, 
fam ilie s  an d  e ac h  o th e r, o u r c o lle c t ive  re sp o n se  h a s  b e e n  
an d  a lw ays  w ill b e  to  re sp o n d…to  p ay  a tte n tio n , to  lis te n , to  
a sse ss, to  em p ath ize , to  a c t, to  re ac h  o u t to  o n e  an o th e r, to  p u t 
k in d n e ss  in to  h ig h  g e a r, to  b ro ad e n  o u r te c h n o lo g y  sk ills . We  
h ave  d e d ic a te d  o u rse lve s  to  ad vo c a te , to  vo te , to  te ac h , to  le ad , 
to  c re a te  e n g ag in g  o n lin e  c la ss ro om s, to  c o n tin u e  b u ild in g  
s tro n g  b ilite ra c y  p ro g ram s, to  m ake  h a rd  d e c is io n s, to  o ffe r fo o d  
an d  re so u rc e s, to  w e a r fa c e  m asks, to  p ro v id e  tran s la t io n  an d  
in te rp re ta tio n , to  m o u rn  an d  sh a re  o u r te a rs, to  p u sh  fo rw a rd , 
to  fa ll an d  th e n  to  p ic k  o u rse lve s  u p  ag a in . In  t im e s  like  th e se , 
m o re  th an  e ve r, w e  s tan d  to g e th e r fo r u n ity, m u lt ilite ra c y  an d  
e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity…an d  to  lo ve .

Lo ve—a te rm  w e  d o n ’t  a lw ays  u se  fre e ly  in  e d u c a tio n  se tt in g s, 
b u t a  c o n c e p t, a  fe e lin g , an  a c t, an  u rg e n c y  th a t is  a t  th e  c e n te r 
o f a ll w e  d o . In  1975 , w h ile  p o lit ic a l an d  so c ie ta l c o n d it io n s  w e re  
rag in g , a  m o vem en t o f p e ac e , jo y  an d  lo ve  em e rg e d  a lo n g  w ith  
C A BE ’s  v is io n  o f lin g u is t ic , a c ad em ic  an d  m u lt ic u ltu ra l e q u ity. 
M u s ic , a r t is t ic  e xp re ss io n s, so c ia l an d  p o lit ic a l m o vem en ts, 
an d  n ew  e d u c a tio n a l ap p ro ac h e s  c re a tive ly  c o u n te re d  th e  
d isp la c em en t w e  w e re  e xp e rie n c in g  in  th e  w o rld . A n d  th a t 
sam e  a ttem p t to  c re a te  b a lan c e  in  an  u n ste ad y  w o rld  is  
h ap p e n in g  to d ay  from  sm a ll e ve ryd ay  a c ts  o f c om m itm en t an d  
c o -em p ow e rm en t, to  la rg e  g lo b a l an d  lo c a l v ita l vo ic e s  th a t sp e ak  
an d  s in g  o u t fo r ju s t ic e—from  m y  s/h e ro e s  like  Am an d a  G o rm an , 
D o lo re s  H u e r ta , K am a la  H a rris , Jo sé  M ed in a , M e rc e d e s  So sa , Yu y i 
M o ra le s, Kw am e  A le xan d e r, En id  Le e , Sy lv ia  M én d e z , Ru th  Bad e r 
G in sb e rg , R am o n a  Web b , To n y  Th u rm o n d , M a la la  Yo u sa fza i, G re ta  
Th u n b e rg , So n ia  So to -M ayo r an d  so  m an y  o th e rs—to  vo ic e s  
from  YO U  an d  m e . O u r c o lle c t ive  a c t io n s  m ake  a  trem en d o u s  
d iffe re n c e  in  th e  b ig  an d  sm a ll w o rld s  an d  c om m un it ie s  w e  live  
in . O u r v ita l vo ic e s  m atte r.

W h ile  w e  c o n tin u e  to  fa c e  fu tu re  d ays  th a t se em  u n ste ad y  an d  
u n p re d ic tab le , a t  C A BE  w e  o ffe r yo u  th e  v is io n  o f h o p e  th a t o u r 
fo u n d e rs  d re am ed  o f 46  ye a rs  ag o—o f e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity, o f 
c om p ass io n , o f id e a tio n s  an d  in n o va tio n s, o f c e le b ra tio n s  o f 
m u lt ilin g u a lism , o f ad vo c ac y, o f k in d n e ss, o f c o n c re te  s te p s  th a t 
c an  m ake  e ac h  d ay  e a s ie r e ve n  w h e n  it ’s  h a rd , o f th e  va lu in g  o f 
o u r m an y  c u ltu re s  an d  e xp e rie n c e s  th a t m ake  u s  w h o  w e  a re . We  
a re  h e re  fo r yo u .

Th ro u g h  th is  p ow e r fu l e d it io n  o f th e  M u lt ilin g u a l Ed u c a to r an d  
o u r d a ily  w o rk , C A BE  o ffe rs  p ra c tic a l, m e an in g fu l su p p o r t—
from  th e  c la ss ro om  to  in sp irin g  sy stem ic  c h an g e , from  o n e -
o n -o n e  c o n ve rsa tio n s  to  b ro ad e r an d  b ig g e r g a th e rin g s  an d  
c om m un ic a tio n , from  o n -th e -g ro u n d  p rac tic e  to  su p p o r tive  
re se a rc h  an d  e va lu a tio n , from  te x tin g  an d  so c ia l m e d ia  to  o n lin e  
p la tfo rm s, from  p a re n t an d  fam ily  su p p o r t  to  a c t ive  e n g ag em en t 
an d  le ad e rsh ip , from  c lo se  c o n ve rsa tio n s  to  b ro ad e r d isc u ss io n s  
o n  c o u rag e o u s  an d  b o ld  le ad e rsh ip , an d  from  h e a rin g  a  s tu d e n t ’s  
vo ic e  to  in v it in g  a ll s tu d e n ts  to  h ave  a  vo ic e . O u r v is io n  o f 
b ilite ra c y, m u lt ic u ltu ra l c om p e te n c y  an d  e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity  fo r a ll 
m o ve s  u s  to  p u t p o lic y  in to  p ra c tic e  an d  p ra c tic e  in to  p o lic y. A n d  
w e  a re  h e re  to  m o ve  w ith  yo u  w ise ly  in to  th e  n e x t s te p s  o f o u r 
fu tu re . W ith  lo ve .

“Lo o k in g  a t th e  p a st m u st o n ly  b e  a  m ean s o f u n d ersta n d in g  m o re  
c lea rly  w ha t a n d  w ho  th ey a re  so  th a t th ey ca n  m o re  w ise ly  b u ild  
th e  fu tu re.”—Pao lo  F re ire
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C A B E ’s  S t a t e m e n t  R e g a r d i n g  T e r m i n o l o g y  t o  D e s c r i b e   
B i l i t e r a c y /D u a l  L a n g u a g e  P r o g r a m s

Th e  C A BE  Vis io n  o f Bilite ra c y, M u ltic u ltu ra l C om p eten c y, a n d  Ed u ca tio n a l Eq u ity  fo r A ll is  a t  th e  c o re  o f o u r su p p o r t  fo r b ilite ra c y/d u a l 
lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram s. In  th is  is su e  o f th e  Mu ltilin g ua l Ed u ca to r, yo u  w ill se e  a  va rie ty  o f te rm s u se d  fo r b ilite ra c y/d u a l 
lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram s b y  au th o rs  from  ac ro ss  C a lifo rn ia  an d  th e  N a tio n .

A s  th e  fie ld  o f b ilite ra c y  g row s, so  d o  th e  te rm s an d  t it le s  w e  u se  to  d e sc rib e  th e se  p ro g ram s. D o  yo u  e ve r c a tc h  yo u rse lf 
w o n d e rin g  w h ic h  te rm  to  u se  to  d e sc rib e  d iffe re n t p ro g ram s? A s  b ilite ra c y  p ro g ram s h ave  e xp an d e d  in  re c e n t ye a rs  in  d iffe re n t 
p a r ts  o f th e  c o u n try, a  v a rie ty  o f te rm s to  d e sc rib e  an d  su p p o r t  th e se  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram s h as  a lso  e vo lve d  w ith  th e  u lt im ate  
g o a l o f m u lt ilin g u a lism  fo r a ll. Th e  te rm , b ilite ra c y/d ua l la n g ua g e  p ro g ram s  is  an  o fte n -u se d  um b re lla  te rm  to  d e sc rib e  b ilite ra c y  
in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram s th a t in te n tio n a lly  fo c u s  o n  se rv in g  En g lish  Le a rn e r s tu d e n ts  an d  m ay  a lso  in c lu d e  En g lish -d om in an t 
sp e ake rs.

R e se a rc h  va lid a te s  th a t w h ile  b ilite ra c y/d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s a re  e ffe c tive  fo r a ll s tu d e n ts, th e y  a re  c ru c ia l fo r En g lish  Le a rn e rs  
to  re ac h  h ig h  le ve ls  o f a c ad em ic  su c c e ss  in  b o th  En g lish  an d  in  th e  p a r tn e r lan g u ag e . (C o llie r & Th om as, C um m in s, E sc am illa , 
G e n e se e , K ra sh e n , L in d h o lm -Le a ry, e t  a l.)

To  g u id e  u s  in  o u r w o rk , C A BE  re c o g n ize s  th e  fo llow in g  te rm s an d  t it le s  to  su p p o r t  b ilite ra c y/d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s th a t se rve  
a ll typ o lo g ie s  o f En g lish  Le a rn e rs  an d  En g lish -d om in an t sp e ake rs.

P r o g r a m s  a n d  c la s s r o o m s  t h a t  o ff e r  t h e  9 0 :1 0  o r  5 0 :5 0  d u a l  la n g u a g e  in s t r u c t io n a l  m o d e ls  in c lu s iv e  o f  E n g l i s h  
L e a r n e r s  a r e  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  C a l i f o r n ia  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t io n  a s :

• D u a l Lan g u ag e  Im m e rs io n  (D L I) (o fte n  u se d  b y  C A BE )
• D u a l Im m e rs io n  (D I)
• D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  (D LE )
• D u a l Lan g u ag e  B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n
• Tw o -Way  Im m e rs io n /2Way  Im m e rs io n
• Tw o -Way  B ilin g u a l Im m e rs io n
• Tw o -Way  B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (TW BE )
• Tw o -Way  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n
• D e ve lo pm en ta l B ilin g u a l 

A d d it io n a l m u lt ilin g u a l p ro g ram s m ay  a lso  in c lu d e  th e  fo llow in g , b u t a re  n o t lim ite d  to :

• N a tive  Sp e ake rs  C o u rse s
• H e ritag e  Lan g u ag e /In d ig e n o u s  Lan g u ag e  P ro g ram s
• O n e -w ay  Im m e rs io n  (D e fin e d  in  C a lifo rn ia  a s  a  p ro g ram  fo r En g lish -d om in an t s tu d e n ts  le a rn in g  an  ad d it io n a l lan g u ag e  v ia  a  
b ilite ra c y  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram ) 

T r a n s i t io n a l  B i l in g u a l  P r o g r a m s : C A BE  v iew s  th e se  p ro g ram s a s  su b tra c tive  b ilite ra c y  p ro g ram s th a t h ave  th e  g o a l o f En g lish  
p ro fic ie n c y ; h ow e ve r, th e y  d o  n o t d e ve lo p  b ilite ra c y.

D u a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r s  (D L L s ) in  E a r ly  E d u c a t io n /P r e s c h o o l  P r o g r a m s : E a rly  Ed u c a tio n /Pre sc h o o l P ro g ram s h ave  
id e n tifie d  s tu d e n ts  th a t sp e ak  a  lan g u ag e  o th e r th an  En g lish  a t  h om e  an d  a re  le a rn in g  En g lish  in  sc h o o l a s  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
L e a r n e r s  (D L L s ). W h ile  th is  a c ro n ym  is  s im ila r to  th o se  ab o ve , D LL  s tu d e n ts  m ay  o r m ay  n o t b e  in stru c te d  in  a  p re -K  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram  (e .g ., D L I, D I, Tw o -Way).

C A BE ’s  in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  ab o ve  te rm in o lo g y  is  b a se d  o n  th e  c o n te x t o f o u r w o rk  in  C a lifo rn ia . We  re c o g n ize  th a t th is  
te rm in o lo g y  w ill b e  u se d  an d  c o n tin u e  to  e vo lve  a c ro ss  th e  N a tio n  in  su p p o r t  o f m u lt ilin g u a l in s tru c tio n . Fo r a  m o re  
c om p re h e n s ive  d e sc rip tio n  o f b ilite ra c y  p ro g ram s in  C a lifo rn ia , g o  to  th e  C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  w e b s ite  a t: 
h ttp s ://w ww.c d e .c a .g o v /sp /e l/e r/m u lt ilin g u a le d u .a sp

Rev ised  M a rc h  2021

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/multilingualedu.asp
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D u a l Lan g u ag e  B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (D LBE ), 
a s  em p h as ize d  b y  sc h o la rs, re se a rc h e rs, 
so c ia l ju s t ic e  ad vo c a te s, an d  p ra c tit io n e rs, 
is  an  ap p ro ac h  to  tran s fo rm in g  sc h o o ls  
th ro u g h  e q u ity-o rie n te d  m in d se ts  
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019b ), w ith  an  
em p h as is  o n  va lu in g  lin g u is t ic  d ive rs ity, 
in c lu s iv ity, an d  rig o ro u s  an d  c u ltu ra lly  
su sta in in g  c u rric u lum  (C o llie r & Th om as, 
2004 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry  & B lo c k , 2010). 
Th is  w h ite  p ap e r sp e c ific a lly  ad d re sse s  
th e  n e e d  fo r o n g o in g  c rit ic a l se lf-
re fle c tio n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f sc h o o l d is tric ts  
w o rk in g  to  sc a le  a  D LBE  p ro g ram  w h ile  
c o n te n d in g  w ith  th e  id e o lo g ic a l e q u ity  
sh ift  an d  th e  fu n d am en ta l p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t an d  re so u rc e s  c rit ic a l to  its  
su c c e ss  an d  su sta in ab ility  (D eM atth ew s & 
Izq u ie rd o , 2019b ). B e c au se  o f th e  E l Pa so  
In d e p e n d e n t S c h o o l D is tric t ’s  (E P ISD ) 
e q u ity  c om m itm en t to  D LBE  a s  th e  o n ly  
d e s ig n a te d  p ro g ram  ava ilab le  to  se rve  th e  

n e e d s  o f En g lish  Le a rn e rs  (E L s) o r Em e rg e n t 
B ilin g u a ls  (EB s), a lo n g  w ith  its  fo c u s  o n  th e  
p ro fe ss io n a l g row th  o f c am p u s  an d  d is tric t  
le ad e rsh ip , a s  w e ll a s  te ac h e rs  fa c ilita t in g  
in stru c tio n  in  D LBE  c la ss ro om s, it  h a s  b e e n  
p o s it io n e d  to  su p p o r t  th e  su c c e ss fu l la rg e -
sc a le  im p lem en ta tio n  an d  su sta in ab ility  
o f its  50/50  s im u ltan e o u s  b ilite ra c y  D LBE . 
Th ro u g h  its  b ilin g u a lism /b ilite ra c y  g o a ls, 
a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t th ro u g h  b o th  
lan g u ag e s, an d  so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  
(Ke n n e d y  & M ed in a , 2017), th e  lan g u ag e s  
a re  e q u a lly  v a lu e d  an d  u se d  e ve ry  d ay  in  
a ll c o re  c o n te n t a re a s. E P ISD ’s  c om m itm en t 
an d  se rv ic e  to  th e  fie ld  o f D LBE  a re  
e v id e n c e d  th ro u g h  its  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  a  s ix -
ye a r, lo n g itu d in a l re se a rc h  s tu d y  fo c u se d  o n  
la rg e -sc a le  im p lem en ta tio n , th a t w as  se t  to  
b e g in  in  Fa ll 2020 . 

Th is  p ap e r is  o rg an ize d  in to  th e  fo llow in g  
se c tio n s  th a t p ro v id e  th e  e v id e n c e  

E q u i t y  C o m m i t m e n t  i n  
L a r g e -S c a l e  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
B i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t i o n

J o s é  M e d in a , E d .D .
D r. Jo sé  M ed in a  Ed u c a tio n a l So lu tio n s

E le n a  I z q u ie r d o , P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f Te xa s-E l Pa so

an d  effi c ac y  o f an  e q u ity-d rive n  
tran s fo rm atio n a l e d u c a tio n  fo r em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts :

1 . A  H is to ric a l Pe rsp e c tive  o f E B  
S tu d e n ts  in  E P ISD  

2 . D u a l Lan g u ag e  C om p e te n c ie s  fo r 
D LBE

3 . Th e  G u id in g  P rin c ip le s  fo r D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  (2018): M o v in g  
Tow ard s  E xem p la ry  P ra c tic e

4 . Th e  C 6  B ilite ra c y  F ram ew o rk :  
D ism an tlin g  O p p re ss ive  Le sso n  
P lan n in g  P ra c tic e s  

5 . Eq u ity  an d  Su p p o r t  fo r D LBE  

It  is  im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t E P ISD , th ro u g h  
its  fo c u s  o n  e q u ity, id e n tifie d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t an d  re so u rc e s  sp e c ific a lly  
c o n c e p tu a lize d  to  su p p o r t  an d  s tre n g th e n  
D LBE , an d  u lt im ate ly, a c h ie ve  th e  su c c e ss  
o f E B s. Via  th e  u se  o f an d  a lig nm en t to  
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th e  D u a l Lan g u ag e  C om p e te n c ie s  (D LC s) 
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019c ), th e  
G u id in g  P rin c ip le s  fo r D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Ed u c a tio n , Th ird  Ed it io n  (2018), an d  th e  
C 6  B ilite ra c y  F ram ew o rk : Le sso n  P lan n in g  
Th ro u g h  a  C rit ic a l C o n sc io u sn e ss  Le n s  
(C 6BF ) (M ed in a , 2018), E P ISD  h as  firm ly  
a sse r te d  its  c om m itm en t to  e d u c a tio n a l 
e q u ity  in  se rv in g  its  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts. 

A  H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e  o f  E m e r g e n t  
B i l i n g u a l  S t u d e n t s  i n  E P I S D  

In  2013 , th e  EP ISD  Bo a rd  o f M an ag e rs  
c om m iss io n e d  a  c om m un ity  ta sk  fo rc e  o n  
D LBE  to  re se a rc h  an d  id e n tify  a  su c c e ss fu l 
m o d e l an d  p ro p o se  a  t im e lin e  fo r 
im m ed ia te  d is tric tw id e  im p lem en ta tio n . 
Th e  d is tric t  h ad  a  lo n g  h is to ry  o f em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n t u n d e rp e r fo rm an c e  an d  
se g re g a tio n , an d  th e  a fte rm ath  o f a  la rg e -
sc a le  c h e a tin g  sc an d a l h ad  m arg in a lize d  
M e x ic an -Am e ric an  s tu d e n ts  w h o  sp o ke  
Sp an ish  in  th e ir h om e s. H ow e ve r, u n d e r 
a  n ew  su p e rin te n d e n t ’s  so c ia l ju s t ic e  
le ad e rsh ip  d ire c t io n  to  ad d re ss  e q u ity  
issu e s, th e  EP ISD  m ad e  e ffo r ts  to  e s tab lish  
an  in c lu s ive  D LBE  fo r a ll E B  s tu d e n ts  
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019a  2019b ; 
D eM atth ew s, Izq u ie rd o , & Kn ig h t, 2017). 

A s  a  re su lt, e a rly  th e  fo llow in g  ye a r, th e  
sc h o o l b o a rd  u n an im o u s ly  ad o p te d  an d  
d e s ig n a te d  D LBE  a s  th e  d is tric t ’s  p ro g ram  
o f c h o ic e  fo r a ll E B s  an d  in it ia te d  its  p lan  
fo r c re a tin g  a  c u ltu re  o f e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity  
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019a , 2019b ). 
Th e  e v id e n c e  m an ife ste d  itse lf in  th e  

d is tric tw id e  p lan  to  im p lem en t a  50/50  
s im u ltan e o u s  b ilite ra c y  m o d e l w h e re  b o th  
lan g u ag e s  w o u ld  b e  e q u a lly  v a lu e d  an d  
u se d  e ve ry  d ay  in  a ll c o re  c o n te n t a re a s. 

In  A u g u st 2014 , a ll e lem en ta ry  sc h o o ls  
a c ro ss  th e  d is tric t  b e g an  th e  firs t  ye a r o f 
D LBE  im p lem en ta tio n  in  p re -k in d e rg a r te n  
an d  k in d e rg a r te n . Th e  d is tric t  p lan  o u tlin e d  
th e  ad d it io n  o f o n e  g rad e  le ve l e a c h  
su b se q u e n t ye a r. W ith o u t d e lay, E P ISD  
in it ia te d  ta rg e te d  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t 
fo r te ac h e rs, p rin c ip a ls, an d  p a re n ts. 
C rit ic a l an d  p e rva s ive  to  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t w as  a  fo c u s  o n  th e  in tric a c y  
o f D LBE  an d  th e  id e o lo g ic a l sh ift  it  re q u ire d  
(D eM atth ew s, Izq u ie rd o , & Kn ig h t, 2017 ; 
D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019b ). E P ISD  
le ad e rsh ip  u n d e rsto o d  th a t to  take  D LBE  
to  sc a le , q u a lity, o n g o in g , an d  c o n s is te n t 
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t w o u ld  n e e d  
to  b e  a t  th e  fo re fro n t o f e ve ry  d e c is io n . 
In  re sp o n se  to  th is  c rit ic a l n e e d , th e  D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  C om p e te n c ie s  w e re  d e ve lo p e d .

D u a l  L a n g u a g e  C o m p e t e n c i e s  f o r  
D L B E

Sh ift in g  to  D LBE  re q u ire s  a  s ig n ific an t, 
lo n g -te rm , an d  c rit ic a l c om m itm en t to  
fo u n d atio n a l tran s fo rm atio n s  th a t n e e d  
to  h ap p e n  in  th e  d isp o s it io n , id e o lo g y, 
kn ow le d g e , an d  sk ills  te ac h e rs  an d  
adm in is tra to rs  p o sse ss  an d  th a t in flu e n c e  
te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g . D an ie lso n  (2007) 
o rg an ize s  te ac h in g  in to  fo u r d om a in s : 
(1 ) p lan n in g  an d  p re p a ra tio n ; (2 ) 
c la ss ro om  e n v iro nm en t; (3 ) in stru c tio n ; 
an d  (4 ) p ro fe ss io n a l re sp o n s ib ilit ie s. 
W ith in  e ac h  o f th e se  d om a in s  a re  
c om p e te n c ie s  th a t p rom o te  e ffe c tive  
te ac h in g  p ra c tic e s. C om p e te n c ie s  a re  
u n d e rly in g  c h a rac te ris t ic s, kn ow le d g e , 
sk ills , an d  ab ilit ie s  th a t se rve  to  c o n trib u te  
to  in d iv id u a l an d  o ve ra ll sc h o o l/d is tric t  
p e r fo rm an c e ; c la rify  e xp e c ta tio n s ; d e sc rib e  
e xp e c ta tio n s  fo r su c c e ss ; p rom o te  
a  tran sp a re n t c u ltu re ; an d  fo c u s  o n  
p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t in  o rd e r to  h ave  th e  m o st 
s ig n ific an t im p ac t (D an ie lso n , 2007). Bu t, 
w h at ad d it io n a l c om p e te n c ie s  d o  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs  
n e e d ?

Th e  an sw e rs  to  th is  q u e stio n  le d  to  th e  
d e ve lo pm en t o f th e  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
C om p e te n c ie s  (D LC s),  in te n d e d  to  
g u id e  th e  w o rk  o f E P ISD  in  its  la rg e -sc a le  
im p lem en ta tio n  o f D LBE , to  in fo rm  th e  

p ra c tic e s  o f te ac h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs  
m o v in g  from  a  tran s it io n a l b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  m o d e l to  a  D LBE  p ro g ram  
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019a , 2019b , 
2019c ).

Th e  D LC s  p ro v id e  th e  kn ow le d g e  an d  sk ills  
te a c h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs  n e e d  in  o rd e r 
to  b e  e ffe c tive  D LBE  e d u c a to rs. 

• D LBE  R e se a rc h , G o a ls, M o d e ls, an d  
B e n e fits

• Sh e lte re d  In stru c tio n
• S e c o n d  Lan g u ag e  A c q u is it io n  an d  
D e ve lo pm en t

• B id ire c t io n a l Le sso n  A lig nm en t
• M e ta lin g u is t ic  Aw are n e ss
• S im u ltan e o u s  B ilite ra c y
• H o lis t ic  B ilite ra c y  A sse ssm en t
• U tiliz in g  D u a l Lan g u ag e  R e so u rc e s
• So c io c u ltu ra l C om p e te n c e  an d  C rit ic a l 
C o n sc io u sn e ss

• Fam ily, S c h o o l, an d  C om m un ity  
En g ag em en t

• S e lf-A sse ssm en t o f D LBE  P ra c tic e
• P ro fe ss io n a l Le a rn in g  fo r D LBE  
Ed u c a to rs  

Th e  u se  o f d is tric tw id e  D LC s  in fo rm s 
o n g o in g  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t a s  
a  m e an s  to  e n su re  d is tric tw id e  fid e lity  
an d  c o n s is te n c y  in  th e  D LBE  m o d e l 
(D eM atth ew s & Izq u ie rd o , 2019b , 2019c ). 
Th is  in c lu d e s  tra in in g  th a t ta rg e ts  th e  
n e e d e d  p a rad igm  sh ift  to  va lu e  b o th  
lan g u ag e s  an d  c u ltu re s  e q u itab ly. 
Te ac h e rs  d e ve lo p  th e  kn ow le d g e  an d  
sk ills  to  sy stem atic a lly  b rid g e  an d  a lig n  
th e  p lan n in g , p re p a ra tio n , an d  d e live ry  
o f D LBE  le sso n s  a c ro ss  th e  c u rric u lum  
an d  b e tw e e n  lan g u ag e s  an d , u lt im ate ly, 
a c h ie ve  b ilite ra c y. Th e  D LC s  w ill c o n tin u e  
to  b e  an  in te g ra l p a r t  o f th e  u p c om in g  
m u lt i-ye a r re se a rc h  p ro je c t  b y  p ro v id in g  
c o n te x t to  th e  sk ills  e d u c a to rs  b rin g  to  th e  
D LBE  c la ss ro om .

T h e  G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  D u a l  
L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  (G P 3 ):  M o v i n g  
T o w a r d s  E x e m p la r y  P r a c t i c e

With  a  fo c u s  o n  e q u ity, E P ISD  b e g an  to  
fu r th e r so lid ify  its  le ad e rsh ip  p o s it io n  
in  th e  fie ld  o f D LBE , m o v in g  tow ard s  
e xem p la ry  p ra c tic e  v ia  c o n s is te n c y  
an d  su sta in ab ility  b y  a lig n in g  w ith  th e  
re c om m en d atio n s  h ig h lig h te d  in  th e  
G P3  (2018). H av in g  e stab lish e d  a  so lid  
fo u n d atio n  o f im p lem en tin g  50/50  
s im u ltan e o u s  b ilite ra c y  D LBE , th e  sc h o o l 
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d is tric t  b e c am e  fu r th e r p o ise d  to  
u tilize  b o th  q u an tita t ive  an d  q u a lita t ive  
m e asu re s  to  e n g ag e  in  c rit ic a l se lf-
re fle c tio n  a s  a  m e an s  fo r c o n tin u o u s  
g row th  an d  u lt im ate ly  to  im p ro ve  th e  
a c h ie vem en t o f its  s tu d e n ts.

Th e  G P3  is  th e  m o st w id e ly  u se d  
re so u rc e  b y  sc h o o ls  an d  d is tric ts  in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  an d  ab ro ad  to  g u id e  th e  
im p lem en ta tio n  an d  c o n tin u o u s  g row th  
o f  D LBE . Th e  G P3  in c lu d e s  se ve n  s tran d s  
th a t a re  su p p o r te d  b y  its  p rin c ip le s  
sp e c ific  to  D LBE . Th e  se ve n  s tran d s  a re :

• P ro g ram  S tru c tu re
• C u rric u lum
• In stru c tio n
• A sse ssm en t an d  A c c o u n tab ility
• S taff  Q u a lity  an d  P ro fe ss io n a l 
D e ve lo pm en t

• Fam ily  an d  C om m un ity
• Su p p o r t  an d  R e so u rc e s  

In  E P ISD , d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram m in g  
is  a  b ilite ra c y  in stru c tio n a l m o d e l 
w h e re  s tu d e n ts  re c e ive  g rad e -le ve l 
c o n te n t in stru c tio n  v ia  tw o  p ro g ram  
lan g u ag e s, Sp an ish  an d  En g lish . In  th e  
50/50  s im u ltan e o u s  b ilite ra c y  m o d e l, 
s tu d e n ts  re c e ive  50  p e rc e n t o f its  c o re  

c o n te n t in stru c tio n  in  e ac h  o f th e  tw o  
p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s, to  in c lu d e  b ilite ra c y  
in stru c tio n  from  th e  p ro g ram ’s  o n se t. 

C a lib ra tio n  w ith  th e  p rin c ip le s  
e s tab lish e d  in  th e  G P3  a llow s  EP ISD  
to  fu r th e r s tan d  o u t a s  an  e d u c a tio n a l 
c om m un ity  w illin g  to  g row  an d  flo u rish  
v ia  a  c o n tin u o u s  im p ro vem en t c yc le . In  
th e  G P3 , a s  in  E P ISD , th e  s tu d e n t g o a ls  
o f b ilin g u a lism  an d  b ilite ra c y, g rad e -
le ve l a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t in  b o th  
lan g u ag e s, an d  o n g o in g  w o rk  in  te rm s 
o f so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  (H ow ard  e t  
a l., 2018) b e c om e  th e  fo u n d atio n  o f a ll 
p ro g ram m in g  d e c is io n s. 

Th e  G P3  in c lu d e s  lite ra tu re  re v iew s  
o f th e  m o st re c e n t b ilite ra c y  re se a rc h  
ava ilab le , a s  w e ll a s  ru b ric s  th a t g u id e  
D LBE  p ro g ram  im p lem en ta tio n . Th e  
ru b ric s  p ro v id e  a  p a thw ay  fo r th e  
EP ISD  to  c rit ic a lly  se lf-re fle c t, a sse ss, 
an d  id e n tify  m in im a l, p a r t ia l, fu ll, o r 
e xem p la ry  a lig nm en t to  sp e c ific  s tran d s  
an d  p rin c ip le s. Th is  ta rg e te d  an d  g o a l-
d rive n  fo c u s, a s  w e ll a s  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  
th e  s ix -ye a r re se a rc h  s tu d y, c o n tin u e s  
to  p la c e  th e  d is tric t  o n  a  p a th  tow ard s  
e xem p la ry  p ra c tic e . B e low  is  a  sam p le  
ru b ric  from  th e  G P3 :

C 6  B i l i t e r a c y  F r a m e w o r k :   
D i s m a n t l i n g  O p p r e s s i v e  L e s s o n  
P l a n n i n g  P r a c t i c e s  

Prio r to  2014 , le sso n  p lan n in g  fo r th e  
EP ISD  d u a l lan g u ag e  c la ss ro om  re q u ire d  
th a t te ac h e rs  u tilize  fram ew o rks  u se d  
to  se rve  EB s  in  m o n o lin g u a l se tt in g s  
an d  q u ic k ly  tran s it io n  th em  to  En g lish  
p ro fic ie n c y, o fte n  a t  th e  d e stru c tio n  
o f h om e  lan g u ag e (s) an d  se lf-id e n tity. 
Ed u c a to rs  an d  d is tric t  le ad e rsh ip  w o rke d  
to  in c u lc a te  b ilite ra c y  p ra c tic e s  in to  th e se  
fram ew o rks ; h ow e ve r, th e  c o n s is te n c y  
o f ad d re ss in g  a ll g o a ls  an d  a lig nm en t 
to  D LBE  p ra c tic e s  in  le sso n  p lan n in g , 
p re p a ra tio n , an d  d e live ry  n e e d e d  a  m o re  
d e lib e ra te  an d  sy stem atic  d ire c t io n . 
In  2018 , th e  C 6  B ilite ra c y  F ram ew o rk  
(C 6BF ): Le sso n  P lan n in g  Th ro u g h  a  C rit ic a l 
C o n sc io u sn e ss  Le n s, sp e c ific a lly  d e s ig n e d  
to  a lig n  w ith  th e  G P3  re c om m en d atio n s  
an d  th e  th re e  g o a ls  o f D LBE , w o u ld  b e g in  
to  ad d re ss  th is  c rit ic a l n e e d . 

Th e  C 6BF  w as  c o n c e p tu a lize d  to  e n su re  
th a t D LBE  te ac h e rs  a re  ab le  to  le sso n  p lan  
v ia  an  e q u ity  an d  so c ia l ju s t ic e  le n s  b y  
m ak in g  so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  an d  
c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  th e  fo u n d atio n  
o f a ll in s tru c tio n a l d e c is io n s. S c h o o lin g  
sy stem s, in c lu d in g  EP ISD , w e re  c re a te d  to  
p rom o te  a  m o n o c u ltu ra l, m o n o lin g u a l, 
h e te ro n o rm ative , an d  p a tria rc h a l w ay  o f 
liv in g  an d  b re a th in g  in  sc h o o ls  (M ed in a , 
2019). 

Th e  C 6BF  p o s its  th a t le sso n  p lan n in g  is  a  
p o lit ic a l a c t  an d  th a t w h e n  D LBE  te ac h e rs  
p lan  th ro u g h  a  c u ltu ra lly  d e stru c tive  
le n s, th e y  b e c om e  th e  o p p re sso rs  in  th e  
c la ss ro om  (M ed in a , 2020). B e low  a re  
th e  s ix  c om p o n e n ts  o f th e  C 6  B ilite ra c y  
F ram ew o rk : Le sso n  P lan n in g  Th ro u g h  
a  C rit ic a l C o n sc io u sn e ss  Le n s  th a t w o rk  
to g e th e r to  e n su re  th a t le sso n s  affi rm  
stu d e n ts’ id e n tit ie s, em b rac e  th e  e n tire ty  
o f th e ir lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s, p rom o te  th e  
im p o r tan c e  o f c ro ss-lin g u is t ic  c o n n e c tio n s, 
e n g ag e  s tu d e n ts  a s  c o -fa c ilita to rs  o f 
in s tru c tio n , an d  w ith  th e  p u rp o se  o f 
p re p a ra tio n  fo r g lo b a l c it ize n sh ip  an d  
se rv ic e  to  o th e rs  (M ed in a , 2020).

• C REATE  an d  d e s ig n  au th e n tic  le a rn in g  
e xp e rie n c e s  th a t b rin g  to g e th e r 
c o n te n t, lan g u ag e , an d  c u ltu re .

• C O N N EC T  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s  
to  s tu d e n ts’ live s  an d  lin g u is t ic  
re p e r to ire s.(H owa rd  e t a l., 2018)
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• C O LLA BO RATE  w ith  s tu d e n ts  a s  a  
fa c ilita to r o f in s tru c tio n , ra th e r th an  a  
d e p o s ito r o f in fo rm atio n .

• C O MMU N IC ATE  an d  m o d e l o ra l an d  
w ritte n  lan g u ag e  w h ile  s tru c tu rin g  
au th e n tic  s tu d e n t-to -stu d e n t 
in te ra c tio n  th a t re fle c ts  e ac h  
p ro g ram ’s  lan g u ag e s.

• C O N S ID ER  s tu d e n ts’ v a rie d  
in stru c tio n a l n e e d s  a s  an  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  p rom o te  re fle c tio n  an d  se lf-
a sse ssm en t.

• C O MM IT, in  c o llab o ra tio n  w ith  
s tu d e n ts, to  c re a tin g  a  le a rn in g  
e n v iro nm en t fo c u se d  o n  c o n tin u o u s  
im p ro vem en t an d  se rv ic e  to  o th e rs. 

E P ISD  h as  o n c e  ag a in  p o s it io n e d  
itse lf to  e n g ag e  in  th e  d ism an tlin g  
o f o p p re ss ive  in stru c tio n a l p ra c tic e s  
th a t h ave  lin g u is t ic a lly  m a rg in a lize d  
EB  s tu d e n t c om m un it ie s. It  h a s  n ow  
em b rac e d  th e  re vo lu tio n a ry  D LBE  le sso n  
p lan n in g  fram ew o rk , w h ic h  se rve s  a s  
o n e  im p o r tan t to o l in  th e  lo n g itu d in a l 
re se a rc h  s tu d y  th a t b e g an  in  A u g u st 2020 .

A s  p a r t  o f th e  la rg e -sc a le  D LBE  
im p lem en ta tio n , p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t a ro u n d  th e  C 6BF  w as  
q u ic k ly  p u t in to  m o tio n  to  se rve  a ll 
te a c h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs. A s  p a r t  o f 
th e  o n g o in g  e q u ity  fo c u s, th e  d is tric t  
c o n tin u e d  to  fo rg e  fo rw a rd  to  b e tte r 
p re p a re  e d u c a to rs  to  se rve  its  E B s  th ro u g h  
D LBE . In  d o in g  so , E P ISD , w ith  th e  fu ll 
su p p o r t  o f its  su p e rin te n d e n t, d is tric t,  
an d  c am p u s  le ad e rsh ip , b e c am e  th e  
firs t  la rg e  u rb an  sc h o o l d is tric t  in  th e  
c o u n try  to  b e g in  sc a lin g  th e  u se  o f 
th e  C 6BF  a s  a  w ay  to  s to p  th e  fu r th e r 
o p p re ss io n  o f s tu d e n t c om m un it ie s  w h o  
h ave  trad it io n a lly  b e e n  c u ltu ra lly  an d  
lin g u is t ic a lly  m in o rit ize d  in  U S  sc h o o ls.

E q u i t y  a n d  S u p p o r t  f o r  D L B E  

Su c c e ss fu l, la rg e -sc a le  D BLE   
im p lem en ta tio n  is  d e p e n d e n t o n  
s tro n g  d is tric t-le ve l su p p o r t. E P ISD , 
u n like  m o st d is tric ts, h a s  in c u lc a te d  
in to  b o a rd  p o lic y  lan g u ag e  th a t e n su re s  
th a t D LBE  is  em b e d d e d  in  a ll a sp e c ts  o f 
d is tric t  p ro g ram m in g  an d  in stru c tio n a l 
d e c is io n -m ak in g  p ro c e sse s  (D eM atth ew s 
& Izq u ie rd o , 2019b ). Pa r tn e rsh ip s  w ith  
b ilite ra c y  e xp e r ts  in  th e  fie ld  h ave  
a lso  b e e n  c rit ic a l an d  h ave  p ro v id e d  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  im p lem en t so u n d  
b ilite ra c y  in stru c tio n a l p ra c tic e s, a s  
w e ll a s  se e k  an d  se c u re  m ate ria ls  an d  
re so u rc e s  th a t fu lly  su p p o r t  a  h o lis t ic  
b ilin g u a lism  id e o lo g y. W ith  a  firm  fo c u s  
o n  a  c om m itm en t to  e q u ity, E P ISD  
h as  b e g u n  th e  jo u rn e y  to  e xem p la ry  
p ra c tic e  w h ile  c re a tin g  e d u c a tio n a l 
a c c e ss  an d  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r a ll Em e rg e n t 
B ilin g u a ls  v ia  a  la rg e -sc a le  D LBE  p ro g ram  
im p lem en ta tio n . 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

Its  c om m itm en t to  d a ta-d rive n  d e c is io n -
m ak in g  an d  c o n tin u e d  se rv ic e  to  th e  fie ld  
is  e xem p lifie d  b y  EP ISD ’s  fo r th c om in g  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  lo n g itu d in a l s tu d y  
ad d re sse d  in  th is  p ap e r. W ith  a  fo c u s  o n  
p ra c tic e s  th a t su p p o r t  an  e q u ity-d rive n , 
la rg e -sc a le  D LBE  p ro g ram  im p lem en ta tio n  
w ith  a  g o a l o f su sta in ab ility, th e  fo llow in g  
a re  c u rre n t re c om m en d atio n s  fo r o th e r 

e d u c a tio n a l e n tit ie s  se e k in g  to  tran s fo rm  
sc h o o ls  an d  b e tte r se rve  em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  a  c rit ic a l 
c o n sc io u sn e ss  le n s :

• Pa r t ic ip a tio n  b y  sc h o o ls  an d  d is tric ts  
in  o n g o in g  D LBE  re se a rc h  s tu d ie s  is  
a  c rit ic a l c om p o n e n t in  c o n tin u in g  
to  in fo rm  th e  fie ld  o f p ra c tic e s  an d  
p ro c e sse s  th a t y ie ld  a  p o s it ive  im p ac t 
fo r th e  s tu d e n ts, s taff, le ad e rsh ip , an d  
c om m un ity  se rve d .

• D LBE  d is tric t  an d  c am p u s  le ad e rs  
m u st b e  p re p a re d  to  e n g ag e  in  
o n g o in g  c rit ic a l se lf-re fle c tio n  
th ro u g h  an  e q u ity  le n s. It  is  im p e ra tive  
th a t th e re  b e  a  c o n tin u e d  fo c u s  o n  
th e  id e o lo g ic a l e q u ity  sh ift  n e e d e d  
to  g u a ran te e  p ro g ram  m o vem en t 
tow ard s  e xem p la ry  p ra c tic e  an d  
su sta in ab ility.

• D LBE  p ro g ram s, a t  th e  c o re , a re  ab o u t 
se rv in g  s tu d e n t c om m un it ie s  w h o  
h ave  b e e n  lin g u is t ic a lly  an d  c u ltu ra lly  
m a rg in a lize d  b y  th e  sc h o o l d is tric t. 
Th is  c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  le n s  m u st 
g u id e  a ll d e c is io n s. D LBE  is  n o t ab o u t 
c re a tin g  m o re  p riv ile g e  fo r s tu d e n t 
c om m un it ie s  th a t a lre ad y  e n te r th e  
e d u c a tio n a l sp ac e  w ith  it .

• Fa c ilita t in g  an d  su p p o r tin g  b ilite ra c y  
in stru c tio n  in  th e  D LBE  p ro g ram  
is  d iffe re n t from  se rv in g  in  o th e r 
e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ram s. It  re q u ire s  
sp e c ific  c om p e te n c ie s  o f th e  
te ac h e rs, c am p u s  adm in is tra to rs, 

(M ed in a , 2018)
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d is tric t  le ad e rs, su p e rin te n d e n ts, an d  
sc h o o l b o a rd s  e n g ag e d  in  th e  w o rk . 
Th e  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t an d  
te c h n ic a l su p p o r t  o ffe re d  to  th e se  
s take h o ld e rs  m u st b e  ta rg e te d  an d  
sp e c ific  to  D LBE .

• In  D LBE , le sso n  p lan n in g  is , 
u n ap o lo g e tic a lly, a  p o lit ic a l a c t. 
Th e  C 6  B ilite ra c y  F ram ew o rk : 
Le sso n  P lan n in g  Th ro u g h  a  C rit ic a l 
C o n sc io u sn e ss  Le n s  le ve rag e s  th e  
ava ilab le  re se a rc h  an d  b ilite ra c y  
in stru c tio n a l s tra te g ie s  a s  a  
m e an s  to  b e g in  th e  d ism an tlin g  
o f m o n o c u ltu ra l, m o n o lin g u a l, 
h e te ro n o rm ative , an d  p a tria rc h a l 
sy s tem s o f o p p re ss io n  th a t a re  
p re va le n t in  a ll U S  e d u c a tio n a l 
e n tit ie s.

• Lan g u ag e  p o lic y  th a t p ro te c ts  D LBE  
a t  th e  sy stem s-le ve l is  im p e ra tive . 
It  a llow s  fo r c o n tin u e d  su p p o r t, 
im p ro vem en t, an d  su sta in ab ility  
in  te rm s o f e q u itab le  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t, m ate ria ls, an d  
re so u rc e s.

N o te s
1A lth o u g h  in  U .S . sc h o o ls, En g lish  le a rn e rs  (E L s) is  th e  id e n tific a tio n  p la c e d  o n  s tu d e n ts  w h o  sp e ak  a  lan g u ag e  o th e r 
th an  En g lish  a t  h om e , in  th is  p ap e r, w e  h ave  c h o se n  to  u se  Em e rg e n t B ilin g u a ls  (EB s) a s  a  w ay  to  va lid a te , b o th  
c u ltu ra lly  an d  lin g u is t ic a lly, th e  s tu d e n ts’ s im u ltan e o u s  b ilite ra c y.
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Boys Don’t Cry
I a m  fi v e  y e a rs  o ld .

M i p a p á  w a n t s  m e  to  b e  a th le t ic  a n d  s t ro n g .
H e  w a n t s  m e  to  b e  u n  h o m b re c ito .

S o , h e  t a k e s  m e  to  a  p a rk  to  t e a c h  m e  a b o u t  b a s e b a ll.
W e  w ill p ra c t ic e  c a t c h in g  th e  b a ll.

I fe e l lik e  p la y in g  ju m p  ro p e , 
b u t  I c a n  s e e  th a t  t h is  is  im p o r t a n t  to  h im .

T h e  b a s e b a ll g lo v e  fe e ls  h e a v y  in  m y  le f t  h a n d .

“C o n  g a n a s , m ijo ,” m y  fa th e r  s c re am s  a s  h e  th ro w s  th e  b a s e b a ll m y  w a y .
I g iv e  m y  fu ll a t te n t io n  a s  I a t te m p t  to  c a t c h  th e  b a ll.

T h e  b a ll g o e s  o v e r  m y  h e a d .
A n d  th e n  a g a in , a n d  a g a in , a n d  a g a in .

I d o  n o t  c a t c h  a n y  o f  t h e m .

In  h is  e y e s , I s e e  d is a p p o in tm e n t .

H e  w a n t s  m e  to  b e  lik e  h im ,
to  b e  e x c it e d  a b o u t  s p o r t s ,

to  s c re am  w ith  h im  a n d  m y  t ío s  
w h e n  th e y  w a tc h  fo o tb a ll o n  S u n d a y s .

I b e g in  to  c r y .

I c r y  
b e c a u s e  in  m y  h e a r t  
I k n o w  th a t  I w ill 

n e v e r  
b e  th e  k in d  o f  s o n  h e  d re am e d  a b o u t .

I c r y
b e c a u s e  I h a te  th a t  I w o u ld  ra th e r  b e

ju m p in g  ro p e .

J o s é  L u is , m y  fa th e r, s e e s  t h e  te a rs  in  m y  e y e s .

“L o s  n iñ o s  n o  llo ra n , m ijo ,” h e  te lls  m e .

J o s é  M e d in a , E d .D .
D r. Jo sé  M ed in a  Ed u c a tio n a l So lu tio n s
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T his a r t ic le  p re se n ts  a  c a ll-to -ac tio n  
in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  fo r ad d re ss in g  
an ti-B la c kn e ss1, an ti-In d ig e n o u s, 

an d  an ti-M u slim  ra c ism  w ith in  th e  fie ld , 
p a r t ic u la rly  fo r c la ss ro om  e d u c a to rs  an d  
te ac h e r e d u c a to rs. Th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f 
p e rso n a l te s t im o n io s  (Ja ra  & Vid a l, 1986 ; 
E le n e s, 2000 ; B e ve rle y, 2005), w e  sh a re  
o u r e xp e rie n c e s  w ith  ra c ism  to  p ro v id e  a  
le n s  o f in q u iry. Th e  re c e n t d e h um an iz in g  
e ve n ts  in  o u r n a tio n  th a t h ave  p lag u e d  
B la c k  Am e ric an s  h ave  in c re a se d  th e  
u rg e n c y  to  ad d re ss  th e se  m atte rs. Th e  
d e a th s  an d  m u rd e rs  o f G e o rg e  F lo yd , 
B rian n a  Tay lo r, an d  Ja c o b  B lake  h ave  le d  
to  th e  “Say  Th e ir N am e  M o vem en t” in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s, w h ic h  c o n te n d s  to  ad d re ss  
th e  sy stem ic  ra c ism  th a t h a s  c h a lle n g e d  
o u r n a tio n  (Fe ag in  & Ba rn e tt, 2004 ; Fe ag in , 

2013). Th e se  u n ju st  lo sse s  o f h um an  life  
h ave  a lso  b ro u g h t to  lig h t th a t ra c ism  is  
a live  an d  w e ll in  o u r n a tio n .

Th e se  ra c is t  a c ts  o f v io le n c e  c a ll in to  
q u e stio n  h ow  w e , a s  b ilin g u a l e d u c a to rs, 
c an  d ism an tle  ra c ism  in  o u r c o u n try. 
Fo r m an y  o f u s, in c lu d in g  th e  au th o rs, 
ra c ism  le ad s  to  a  fam ilia r an d  p a in fu l 
re a lity  th a t, w ith in  th e  fie ld  o f b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n , th is  is su e  h a s  c e n te re d  
a ro u n d  “La tin o s.” Th is  re a lity  is  o fte n  n o t 
in c lu s ive  o f d ive rs ity  o u ts id e  an d  in s id e  
o f th e  Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  an d  M e stizo  
c u ltu re s. B y  p rim a rily  v a lu in g  th e  Sp an ish  
lan g u ag e  in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , ra c is t  a c ts  
u n kn ow in g ly  c o n tin u e  th e  c o lo n iza tio n  
an d  th e  m e c h an ism  fo r th e  o p p re ss io n  
o f a ll o th e r in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e s. Th u s, 

in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  b e c om e  th e  o c u lto s ; 
th e y  a re  h id d e n  an d  n o t va lu e d  (M ac h ad o -
C asa s, 2009).

A s  an  Afro In d íg en a  an d  a  Pe rs ian  La tin a  
w h o  b o th  h ave  e xp e rie n c e  in  th e  fie ld  o f 
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , w e  h ave  n e ve r b e e n  
re c o g n ize d  fu lly  in  w ays  th a t in c lu d e  a ll 
a sp e c ts  o f o u r id e n tit ie s. N o t e ve n  o n c e  
h ave  w e  b e e n  a ske d  if w e  w e re  an y th in g  
o th e r th an  La tin a s, an d  w h e n  w e  w e re , o u r 
m u lt ifa c e te d  id e n tit ie s  w e re  ig n o re d . In  
o u r c om b in e d  K-12  e xp e rie n c e s, in c lu d in g  
o u r p ro fe sso rsh ip s, th e  h yb rid ity  o f o u r 
c u ltu ra l id e n tit ie s  h a s  b e e n  d ism isse d  
w ith in  th e  fie ld  o f b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n . 
We  re c o g n ize  th e  so c io h is to ric a l s tru g g le  
o f th e  La tin o  an d  Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  
p o p u la tio n  in  th is  c o u n try. In  fa c t, som e  

M a rg a r i t a  M a c h a d o -C a s a s ,  P h .D .
D u a l Lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish  Lan g u ag e   
Le a rn e r Ed u c a tio n
San  D ie g o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity

K a t h e r in e  E s p in o z a ,  P h .D .
Te xas  A&M  U n ive rs ity-San  A n to n io

A ffi r m i n g  B l a c k n e s s ,  I n d i g e n o u s ,  a n d  M u s l im  
C u l t u r a l  M e m o r y  i n  B i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t i o n :  
W h a t  W e  D o n ’t  S a y ,  b u t  I m p l y
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o f th e se  e xc lu s io n a ry  a c ts  m ay  h ave  b e e n  
a  su rv iva l m e c h an ism  to  re p re se n t an d  
e stab lish  a  La tin o  p re se n c e  in  th e  fie ld  o f 
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n .

We  sp e ak  from  w ith in  th e  e xp e rie n c e s  
o f th e  om iss io n  o f o u r ow n  h is to rie s  
th a t in c lu d e  B la c kn e ss, In d ig e n o u s, an d  
M u slim  id e n tit ie s. We  o ffe r c o u n te rin g  
c o lo n iza tio n  p ra c tic e s  to  ju x tap o se  th e  
p ra c tic e  o f o cu lta r (h id in g ) (M ac h ad o -
C asa s, 2009) an ti-B la c kn e ss/In d ig e n o u s/ 
M u slim  d isc o u rse s. O u r s to rie s  a re  
in te n d e d  to  “sa ca r a  lu z ” (b rin g  to  lig h t) 
c o u n te rn a rra tive s  w ith in  b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  to  ab o lish  c u rre n t p ra c tic e s  
th a t h ave  n o t ad e q u ate ly  ad d re sse d  th e  
p ro b lem . O u r c u ltu ra l m em o ry  (Lo ve , 
2012 , 2019) p ro v id e s  u s  th e  c u ltu ra l 
in tu it io n  (M o n zó , 2015) to  u nm ask  th e se  
s ile n c e d  h is to rie s/id e n tit ie s.

R e le v a n t  L i t e r a t u r e

A s a  n a tio n , an ti-
B la c kn e ss  ra c ism  in  th e  
La tin o  c om m un ity  is  
so c io h is to ric a l an d  h as  
m ig ra te d  an d  sp re ad  
a c ro ss  g e n e ra tio n s. It  is  
th e  re a l p an d em ic  th a t h a s  
in fi ltra te d  a ll a sp e c ts  o f 
o u r d a ily  live s. B e g in n in g  
w ith  so c io c u ltu ra l 
s lave ry, in d iv id u a ls  w e re  
d e n ie d  th e ir n a tive  
c u ltu re s  an d  id e n tit ie s. 
Th e  re p e rc u ss io n s  o f 
so c io c u ltu ra l s lave ry  h ave  
im p ac te d  a ll g e n e ra tio n s  
a s  p e o p le  w e re  fo rc e d  to  ab an d o n  th e ir 
c u ltu ra l h e ritag e s  an d  fin d  w ays  to  
a c c lim ate  to  th e  c u ltu re s  o f th e ir e n s lave rs  
(C e rvan te s  & Sa ld añ a , 2015). Th ro u g h  th e  
in te rse c tio n s  o f ra c e  an d  c la ss, w e  c om e  
to  u n d e rstan d  h ow  ra c ism  h as  b e e n  
o p e ra tio n a lize d . E xc lu d in g  th e  c u ltu ra l 
m em o ry  (Lo ve , 2012 , 2019) o f B la c k , 
In d ig e n o u s, an d  M u slim  s tu d e n ts  an d  
c om m un it ie s  w ith in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  
le ad s  to  th e  om iss io n  an d  e ra su re  o f 
La tin o s’ c u ltu ra l d ive rs ity. It  d e p rive s  
h yb rid  id e n tit ie s  o f re c o g n it io n  an d  m o ve s  
aw ay  from  e xp an d in g  s tu d e n ts’ c u ltu ra l 
h e ritag e—th at is  to  say  th a t La tin o s  a re  
a lso  B la c k , In d ig e n o u s, M u s lim , A s ian , an d  
M e stizo . Th e re fo re , in  c o n tra st  to  w h at w e  
h ave  h is to ric a lly  e xp e rie n c e d  in  th e  fie ld  o f 
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , o u r h is to rie s, c u ltu re s, 
lan g u ag e s, an d  id e n tit ie s  d e se rve  in c lu s io n  

o u r u n iq u e  u se  o f Sp an ish  to  o u r fo o d , 
m u s ic , an d  b e lie fs—all th a t e n c om p asse s  
m y  id e n tity. H ow e ve r, o n c e  e n ro lle d  
in  U S  p u b lic  sc h o o ls, I s low ly  b e c am e  
a  La tin a , a s  m y  id e n tity  a s  a  B la c k  an d  
In d ig e n o u s  s tu d e n t w as  e ra se d . I v iv id ly  
rem em b e r a  te ac h e r te llin g  m e , “Aqu í, só lo  
e res La tin a  n a d a  m á s—y h a b la s e sp a ñ o l, y  
e so  es lo  q u e  im p o rta .” (H e re , yo u  a re  o n ly  
La tin a—and  yo u  sp e ak  Sp an ish , an d  th a t 
is  w h at is  im p o r tan t.) I q u ic k ly  re a lize d  th a t 
a ss im ila t io n  to  th e  La tin x  m a jo rity  c u ltu re  
w as  a  m u st in  o rd e r to  su rv ive  in  sc h o o l. 
H id in g  an d  liv in g  w ith in  th e  d isc o u rse  o f 
in v is ib ility  b e c am e  p a r t  o f w h o  I w as. D av ia l 
(2008) c au tio n s  th a t “w e  c an  n o  lo n g e r 
take  s im p le  re fu g e  in  ap p e a ls  to  La tin id a d . 
C o n c e p ts  o f m estiza je  o r tran sn a tio n a l 
La tin id a d  a re  n o t in h e re n tly  in c lu s ive . B la c k  
an d  In d ig e n o u s  La tin o s  a re  n o t e xem p te d  
from  ra c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  b y  w e ll-m e an in g  
ap p e a ls  to  m estiza je .” (D av ia l, 2008).

I v iv id ly  rem em b e r “C u ltu ra l D ay ” in  h ig h  
sc h o o l. O n e  o f th e  se le c te d  c o u n trie s  
w as  N ic a rag u a , an d  I m ad e  a  trad it io n a l 
N ic a rag u an  K rio l d ish . I w as  so  e xc ite d , b u t 

I quickly 
realized that 
assimilation 
to the Latinx 

majority 
culture was a 
must in order 
to survive in 

school.

w ith in  b ilin g u a l d isc o u rse , p e d ag o g y, an d  
c u rric u lum .

Te s t im o n io  a s  M e t h o d o lo g y

H isto ric a lly, te stim o n io  h a s  b e e n  u se d  
a s  a  re vo lu tio n a ry  p ra c tic e  th ro u g h o u t 
La tin  Am e ric a  an d  th e  U S  to  te ll th e ir 
c o lle c t ive  s to rie s  an d  p ro v id e  a  c o n te x t 
fo r h is to ric a l e ve n ts  trad it io n a lly  s ile n c e d  
b y  c an o n  lite ra tu re  (Ja ra  & Vid a l, 1986 ; 
E le n e s, 2000 ; B e ve rle y, 2005 , C ru z , 2012). 
Th e se  s to rie s  re ve a l o p p re ss ive  p ra c tic e s  
to  w h ic h  p e o p le  o f c o lo r h ave  b e e n  
su b je c te d . A s  th e  u se  o f te stim o n io  h a s  
e vo lve d , C h ic an as  an d  La tin a s  h ave  u se d  
it  a s  a  m e th o d  fo r sh a rin g  th e ir s to rie s  
an d  c o n n e c tin g  to  o th e rs  w ith  s im ila r 
s tru g g le s. (C a stillo , 1994 ; E le n e s, 2000 ; 
F lo re s  & G a rc ia , 2009 ; Sa ld iva r-H u ll, 2000). 
It  is  a  m e th o d  fo r aw ake n in g  to  an d  
c o n n e c tin g  w ith  o u r an c e stra l an d  sa c re d  

h is to rie s  (M o ra le s  e t  a l., 
2001 ; F lo re s, C la rk , e t  a l., 
2014), c u ltu ra l p ra c tic e s, 
m em o rie s, an d  b e lie fs.

Th ro u g h  o u r te stim o n io s , 
w e  sh a re  o u r c u ltu ra l 
m em o rie s  an d  s to rie s  th a t 
re fle c t o u r e xp e rie n c e s  an d  
d isc om fo r ts  a s  La tin a s  w h o  
h ave  s tru g g le d  w ith  an ti-
B la c kn e ss  an d  an ti-M u slim  
d isc o u rse  th ro u g h  K-12  
sc h o o lin g  an d  b e yo n d . 
In  th e se  s to rie s, w e  a lso  
ad d re ss  th e  om iss io n  
o f th e se  e xp e rie n c e s  
an d  p ro v id e  te ac h e rs  

an d  te ac h e r e d u c a to rs  w ith  
co n se jo s  (ad v ic e ) to  h e lp  e n g ag e  
in  c o n ve rsa tio n s  sp e c ific  to  ra c e  
an d  ra c ism  in  th e ir c la ss ro om s an d  
p re p a ra tio n  p ro g ram s.

M a r g a r i t a ’s  Te s t im o n io

“Sed ,” (th irs t), an d  a  d e s ire  to  b e  
se e n , h e a rd , an d  a c kn ow le d g e d—I 
h ave  fe lt  th is  w ay  s in c e  th e  m om en t 
I e n te re d  U S  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  a t  th e  
ag e  o f 14 . A s  a  lig h te r-sk in n e d  
Afro In d íg en a , I w as  p a sse d  u p  
an d  ig n o re d . Bo rn  in  B lu e fie ld s, 
N ic a rag u a , to  a  m u lt ilin g u a l, 
Afro In d íg en a  fam ily, m y  id e n tity  
h a s  b e e n  d e e p ly  ro o te d  in  
m y  B la c kn e ss  an d  In d ig e n o u s  
ro o ts—from  o u r K rio l lan g u ag e  an d  
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it  w as  sad  th a t I h ad  to  e xp la in  to  s tu d e n ts  
an d  fa c u lty  th a t w e  w e re  B la c k  an d  
In d ig e n o u s—and  th a t Sp an ish  w as  n o t 
th e  o n ly  lan g u ag e  sp o ke n  in  N ic a rag u a . I 
to o k  an  e th n ic  s tu d ie s  c la ss  in  c o lle g e  th a t 
b rie fly  ad d re sse d  B la c kn e ss  an d  rem em b e r 
c ry in g  w h e n  I saw  m y  s to ry  in  a  b o o k . 
W h ile  g e tt in g  m y  te ac h in g  c re d e n tia l, 
M aste rs, an d  Ph .D ., n o t o n c e  w as  m y  
id e n tity  o r th a t o f m y  p e o p le  in c lu d e d . M y  
B la c kn e ss  an d  In d ig e n e ity, o u r n eg ritu d  e  
in d ig en e id a d , w e re  in v is ib le  an d  om itte d  
from  m y  sc h o o lin g  e xp e rie n c e . E ve n  
to d ay, I fe e l th is  traum a  a s  I w rite  th is  
a r t ic le  ab o u t c om in g  o u t o n c e  ag a in  a s  an  
Afro In d íg en a  an d  h ave  to  e xp la in  w h y  o u r 
e x is te n c e  m atte rs. Th is, w e  m u st c h an g e !

K a t h e r i n e ’s  Te s t im o n io

In  sc h o o l, I c o u ld  a lw ays  te ll w h e n  th e  
te ac h e r g o t to  m y  n am e . Th e y  w o u ld  say  
“K a th e rin e ,” an d  th e n  lo o k  u p  an d  a ro u n d  
th e  ro om  w ith  a  b lan k  s ta re . I w o u ld  ra ise  
m y  h an d  an d  say, “Ta la ti.” W h at e n su e d  
w as  a  b ac k-an d -fo r th  re g a rd in g  th e  
p ro p e r p ro n u n c ia tio n  o f m y  Pe rs ian  la s t  
n am e . N ie to ’s  (1999) w o rk  affi rm s th a t th e  
om iss io n  o f th e  e xp e rie n c e s  o f p e o p le  o f 
c o lo r in  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f c om m un it ie s  
o f c o lo r is  p e rva s ive . N o  te ac h e r h a s  e ve r 
a ske d  th e  o rig in  o f m y  la s t  n am e  o r w h at 
it  m e an t.

It  w as  m y  se c re t  th a t m y  b io lo g ic a l fa th e r 
live d  in  Iran  an d  th a t m y  o n ly  m e th o d s  o f 
c om m un ic a tio n  w ith  h im  w e re  th ro u g h  
p h o n e  c a lls  an d  le tte rs. G row in g  u p  in  
a  p re d om in an tly  La tin x  n e ig h b o rh o o d  
an d  liv in g  w ith  m y  fam ily  in  a  b ilin g u a l 
Sp an ish - an d  En g lish -sp e ak in g  h o u se h o ld , 
m y  Iran ian  b ac kg ro u n d  w as  n o t o p e n ly  
d isc u sse d . E ve ry  t im e  I sp o ke  w ith  m y  
fa th e r, h e  w o u ld  e n d  o u r c o n ve rsa tio n  b y  
say in g , “Sh a h  d o kh t,” w h ic h  m e an s  “Pe rs ian  
p rin c e ss” in  Fa rs i. I w ill n e ve r fo rg e t th e  
d ay  w h e n  I w as  fum b lin g  th ro u g h  b o o ks  
d u rin g  o u r c la ss  lib ra ry  t im e  an d  c am e  
ac ro ss  th e  c h ild re n ’s  b o o k  Th e  Pe rsia n  
C in d ere lla  b y  Sh irle y  C lim o . I sh ow ed  it  
to  m y  te ac h e r w ith  m u c h  e n th u s ia sm , 
b u t sh e  d ism isse d  m e  an d  se n t m e  to  
th e  c o u n te r to  c h e c k  it  o u t. R e fle c tin g  o n  
th is  e xp e rie n c e  a s  an  ad u lt, I c an  p ro c e ss  
it  d iffe re n tly. Th is  e xp e rie n c e  tau g h t m e  
th e  c rit ic a l im p o r tan c e  o f in c o rp o ra tin g  
s tu d e n ts’ c u ltu re s  an d  b ac kg ro u n d s  
in to  c o n ve rsa tio n s  an d  le a rn in g  in  K-12  
c la ss ro om s.

C o n s e jo s  (A d v i c e ) f o r  T e a c h e r s

Sc h o la rs  h ave  n o te d  th a t in  o rd e r to  
ad d re ss  in e q u it ie s  re la te d  to  ra c e , w e  
m u st e xam in e  th e  so c io p o lit ic a l c o n te x t o f 
sc h o o lin g  to  fin d  w ays  to  affi rm  d ive rs ity  
(N ie to , 2000). A s  an ti-ra c is t  e d u c a to rs, 
w e  m u st c o n tin u e  e ffo r ts  to  c om b at th e  
p an d em ic  o f ra c ism  th a t h a s  affe c te d  
o u r La tin x  c u ltu re  fo r m an y  ye a rs. R ac ism  
is  a lso  p a r t  o f o u r c u ltu ra l m em o ry—a 
p a r t  th a t w e  m u st re c o g n ize  an d  w o rk  to  
ab o lish .

A s  a  fie ld , b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  m u st w o rk  
to  avo id  b e c om in g  an  a sym p tom atic  
c a rrie r o f ra c ism , e xc lu s io n , an d  h a te . 
D o in g  so  re q u ire s  th a t b ilin g u a l e d u c a to rs : 
1 ) e xp lic it ly  n am e  th e  p ro b lem  an d  
id e n tify  w h at it  is  (an ti-B la c kn e ss, an ti-
In d ig e n o u s, an ti-M u slim ); 2 ) re c o g n ize  
c u rric u la r an d  p e d ag o g ic a l in c lu s io n  a s  an  
a c t  o f an ti-c o lo n ia l e d u c a tio n ; an d   
3 ) in c lu d e  sa c re d , an c e stra l, c u ltu ra l, 
e th n ic , an d  lin g u is t ic  m em o rie s  th a t 
te ll th e  traum a  te stim o n io s  o f th e se  
c om m un it ie s. Ed u c a to rs  m u st take  t im e  to  
lis te n  to  s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir is su e s  re la te d  
to  ra c e . Th e y  m u st e n g ag e  in  p u rp o se fu l, 
c o u rag e o u s  c o n ve rsa tio n s  an d  d ism an tle  
sy stem s th a t h ave  om itte d  th e  h is to rie s  
o f c om m un it ie s  o f c o lo r. Ed u c a to rs  m u st 
m ake  t im e  an d  c re a te  sp ac e  to  s tu d y  an d  
ap p re c ia te  d ive rse  h is to rie s  in  c la ss ro om s.

A n ti-B la c kn e ss/In d ig e n o u s/M u slim  
se n tim en ts  n e e d  to  b e  re c o g n ize d  in  
a ll c om m un it ie s  an d  sp ac e s, in c lu d in g  
th e  La tin x , In d ig e n o u s, an d  LG BTQ  
c om m un it ie s. A n ti-B la c kn e ss  is  an  

an ti-lib e ra tio n  fo rm  o f e d u c a tio n . It  is  
an ti-re vo lu tio n . It  is  an ti-c h an g e . It  is  
an ti-ab o lit io n . We  m u st m o ve  fo rw a rd  
an d  b e g in  to  h e a l c om m un it ie s  o f c o lo r 
an d  d is ru p t p ra c tic e s  th a t h ave  s ile n c e d  
th e  B la c k , In d ig e n o u s, an d  M u slim  
c om m un it ie s.

We  m u st c om b at ra c ism  th ro u g h  v is ib le  
e ffo r ts  b y  jo in in g  su p p o r t  o rg an iza tio n s  
an d  a c tiv it ie s  th a t fig h t an ti-B la c kn e ss, 
su p p o r tin g  p o lic y  c h an g e  th a t c an  h e lp  
c om b at s tru c tu ra l ra c ism , an d  e n g ag in g  
in  p ro te sts. We  n e e d  to  c om e  to g e th e r 
a s  a  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n a l c om m un ity  to  
d is ru p t, d ism an tle , an d  ab o lish  ra c ism .

C o n c lu s i o n

O u r te stim o n io s  ad d re ss  th e  traum a  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  issu e s  o f d isc rim in a tio n . 
O u r c om m un it ie s  h ave  w o rke d  in  s ilo s, 
b u t w e  c an n o t c o n tin u e  to  d o  so . A s  
c om m un it ie s  o f c o lo r, w e  n e e d  to  u n ite ; 
c om p a rin g  o u r s tru g g le s  is  a  c o lo n iz in g  
s tra te g y  m e an t to  d iv id e  u s ! O u r g o a l m u st 
b e  to  ab o lish  a ll fo rm s o f ra c ism , b u t in  
o rd e r to  g e t th e re , w e  n e e d  to  d is ru p t th e  
ro o t o f th e  p ro b lem . F re ire  a sse r te d  (1972), 
“F re e d om  is  a c q u ire d  b y  c o n q u e st, n o t 
b y  g ift  (p  47 ).” We  n e e d  to  fig h t ag a in st  
th e  c u ltu ra l e xc lu s io n , d e p riva tio n , an d  
h e g em o n ic  id e o lo g ie s  th a t su rro u n d  u s. 
Te ac h e rs  n e e d  to  s trive  fo r e q u a lity  an d  
so c ia l ju s t ic e  fo r a ll s tu d e n ts. B y  u n p ac k in g  
th e  u n c o n sc io u s  id e o lo g ie s  th a t s tem  
from  h e g em o n ic  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g  
p ra c tic e s, a  c rit ic a lly  c o n sc io u s  te ac h e r 
c an  b e c om e  an  ag e n t o f c h an g e  in  to d ay ’s  
so c ie ty  (A p p le , 2009).
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B ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  h a s  a lw ays  b e e n  a  
p o lit ic a l a c t. La st  sum m e r's  ra c ia l a c ts  c a ll 
e d u c a to rs  to  ad d re ss  o u r ow n  traum a  
re la te d  to  ra c ism  an d  to  c o n tin u e  to  
e n g ag e  in  p o lit ic s  o f c h an g e  an d  in c lu s io n . 
We  h o p e  th is  a r t ic le  p ro v id e s  g ran ito s  d e  
a re n a  (g ra in s  o f san d ) to  m o ve  u s  fo rw a rd  
th ro u g h  th e se  d iffi c u lt  t im e s. Le t  u s  b e  th e  
c h an g e  w e  w an t to  se e ! ¡S í, se  p u ed e ! (Ye s, 
w e  c an !)

C la s s r o o m  R e s o u r c e s  t o  A d d r e s s  R a c i s m

R e s o u r c e W e b s i t e

Te ac h e rs  fo r So c ia l Ju st ic e h ttp ://w ww.te ac h e rs fo rju st ic e .o rg /

A b o lit io n is t  Te ac h in g  N e tw o rk h ttp s ://ab o lit io n is tte ac h in g n e tw o rk .o rg /

Be tin a  Lo ve h ttp s ://b e tt in a lo ve .c om /

“Wh en  S c h o o ls  C au se  Traum a” h ttp s ://w ww.to le ran c e .o rg /m ag az in e /
sum m e r-2019/w h en -sc h o o ls-c au se -traum a
?fb c lid=Iw AR0N tLkJF 72 JSm Z 2yg EnUW8tp g
U ygTm 33 iw 7h K0q Z Ke d vE99_az7F z i2O -s

Eq u ity  To o l—C h e c k in g  an d  C h an g in g  
M y  System s fo r Eq u ity  b y  En id  Le e

h ttp ://e n id le e .c om

1 N o te  from  th e  Ed ito r—To  le a rn  m o re  ab o u t th e  te rm s A n ti-B la c k  an d  A n ti-B la c kn e ss, re fe r to  h ttp s ://w ww.rac ia le q u ity to o ls.o rg /g lo ssa ry#an ti-b la c k
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If w e  c o u ld  in st itu te  o n ly  o n e  c h an g e  
to  m ake  s tu d e n ts  m o re  c o lle g e -re ad y, it  
sh o u ld  b e  to  in c re a se  th e  am o u n t an d  
q u a lity  o f w rit in g  s tu d e n ts  a re  e xp e c te d  
to  p ro d u c e . (C o n le y, 2007 , p . 7 )

W rit in g  is  c om p le x—and  te ac h in g  w rit in g  
is  e ve n  m o re  c om p le x . Le a rn in g  to  e xp re ss  
o u rse lve s  e ffe c tive ly  in  w rit in g  h a s  b e e n  
c o n s is te n tly  lin ke d  w ith  g re a te r a c ad em ic  
o p p o r tu n it ie s. Ye t, fo r d e c ad e s, trad it io n a l 
m o d e ls  o f w rit in g  in stru c tio n  h ave  
em p h as ize d  a ss ig n in g  w rit in g  p rom p ts  
a s  e x te n s io n s  o f re ad in g  ta sks, o fte n  w ith  
litt le  t im e  sp e n t o n  c o llab o ra tive  d ia lo g u e  
an d  d e e p  m e an in g -m ak in g . W h en  K-12  
te ac h e rs  le ve rag e  an  e q u ity-c e n te re d  
ap p ro ac h  to  lan g u ag e  an d  lite ra c y—on e  
w h e re  w e  e xp lo re  o u r ow n  p e rsp e c tive s, 
c u lt iv a te  re s to ra tive  sp ac e s, h o ld  h ig h  
e xp e c ta tio n s, an d  n u r tu re  in d e p e n d e n t 
th in ke rs—we  fu n d am en ta lly  sh ift  
o u r p ra c tic e  from  a ss ig n in g  w rit in g  to  
te ac h in g  w rit in g . We  kn ow  w h at to  fo c u s  
o n  an d  h ow  to  s tru c tu re  o u r in stru c tio n . 

Th is  a r t ic le  d e sc rib e s  an  e q u ity-c e n te re d  
ap p ro ac h  to  w rit in g  in stru c tio n  d e s ig n e d  
to  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f c u ltu ra lly  an d  
lin g u is t ic a lly  d ive rse  le a rn e rs.

Th e  N a tio n a l Eq u ity  P ro je c t ’s  Le a rn in g  
Pa r tn e rsh ip  B rid g e  p ro v id e s  a  h e lp fu l 
fram e  to  d isc u ss  th is  ap p ro ac h  th ro u g h  
th re e  d om a in s : id e n tity, m in d se t, an d  
sk ills . W h e n  w e  take  th e  t im e  an d  sp ac e  
to  p u rp o se fu lly  e n g ag e  in  th is  re fle c tive  
p ra c tic e , w e  a re  b e tte r p o s it io n e d  to  
d e s ig n  le a rn in g  th a t e ffe c tive ly  re sp o n d s  
to  th e  n e e d s  o f o u r s tu d e n ts.

Th e  e q u ity-c e n te re d  ap p ro ac h  d isc u sse d  
in  th is  a r t ic le  is  g ro u n d e d  in  th e  sem in a l 
w o rk  o f Pau lo  F re ire ’s  Peda g o g y o f th e  
O p p ressed , fi rs t  p u b lish e d  in  Po r tu g u e se  
in  1968  an d  in  En g lish  in  1970 . F ifty  
ye a rs  la te r, F rie re ’s  ap p ro ac h  to  lite ra c y  
e d u c a tio n  is  s t ill re le van t. Th is  sc h o o l o f 
th o u g h t, c rit ic a l p e d ag o g y, em p h as ize s  
th e  n e e d  to  c re a te  le a rn in g  p a r tn e rsh ip s  
b a se d  o n  re sp e c t an d  h um ility. F re ire  

p re sse d  o n  u s  to  lis te n , q u e stio n , re fle c t 
(‘d ia lo g u e ’) o n  o u r ow n  b e lie fs, p ra c tic e s, 
an d  c o n d it io n s ; d ism an tle  o p p re ss ive  
s tru c tu re s ; an d  im ag in e  an d  c o -c re a te  
(‘p rax is’) m o re  e q u itab le  sc h o o ls  an d  
c om m un it ie s. H e  h ig h lig h te d  th e  c yc lic a l 
p ro c e ss  o f lite ra c y  (re ad in g , w rit in g , an d  
sp e ak in g ), c o n n e c tin g  re ad in g  w o rd s  
to  “re ad in g  th e  w o rld ” (to d ay ’s  c iv ic  
e d u c a tio n ). H e  g u id e d  u s  to  e n g ag e  in  th is  
p ro c e ss  in  a  re s to ra tive , re fle c tive  w ay. H is  
id e a  w as  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd : re ad in g  h ap p e n s  
in  th e  re ad e rs’ c om m un it ie s. F re ire  tau g h t 
u s  th a t w e  c an  in d iv id u a lly  an d  c o lle c t ive ly  
d e ve lo p  a  m o re  c rit ic a l u n d e rs tan d in g  o f 
o u r c la ss ro om s, sc h o o ls, an d  c om m un it ie s  
th ro u g h  th is  sam e  k in d  o f re fle c tio n  an d  
a c tio n  (‘c o n sc ie n tiza tio n ’). 

A n  e q u ity-c e n te re d  ap p ro ac h  to  lite ra c y  
is  a lso  firm ly  ro o te d  in  tw o  o f th e  m o st 
w id e ly  re c o g n ize d  re se a rc h e rs  o n  
c u ltu ra lly  an d  lin g u is t ic a lly  re sp o n s ive  
te ac h in g : G e n e va  G ay  an d  G lo ria  Lad so n -
B illin g s. B o th  G ay  an d  Lad so n -B illin g s  

U s i n g  a n  E q u i t y -C e n t e r e d  L e n s  t o  
I m p r o v e  W r i t i n g  I n s t r u c t i o n

J u l i e  G o ld m a n , E d .D .
D ire c to r, Eq u ity  C u rric u lum  an d  In stru c tio n
San  D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  1 7 E q u i t y  a n d  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m

em p h as ize  th e  p rin c ip a l ro le  o f c u ltu re  
an d  lan g u ag e  in  le a rn in g  an d  a c ad em ic  
a c h ie vem en t. G ay  (2000 , p . 31 ) d e fin e d  
c u ltu ra lly  re sp o n s ive  te ac h in g  “a s  th e  u se  
o f c u ltu ra l kn ow le d g e , p rio r e xp e rie n c e s, 
fram e s  o f re fe re n c e , an d  p e r fo rm an c e  
s ty le s  o f e th n ic a lly  d ive rse  s tu d e n ts  to  
m ake  le a rn in g  e n c o u n te rs  m o re  re le van t 
to  an d  e ffe c tive  fo r th em .” Lad so n -B illin g s  
(1994 , p .13 ) d e fin e d  c u ltu ra lly  re le van t 
p e d ag o g y  a s  o n e  “th a t em p ow e rs  s tu d e n ts  
in te lle c tu a lly, so c ia lly, em o tio n a lly, an d  
p o lit ic a lly  u s in g  c u ltu ra l re fe re n ts  to  im p a r t  
kn ow le d g e , sk ills , an d  a tt itu d e s.”  

I d e n t i t y

Kn ow in g  ab o u t th e  c u ltu re s  o f o th e r 
p e o p le  te ac h e s  th em  [s tu d e n ts] h ow  
to  re sp e c t, lo ve , an d  live  in  h a rm o n y  
w ith  o th e rs  w h o  d o n ’t  lo o k  o r kn ow  th e  
w o rld  a s  th e y  d o  (M u h am m ad , 2020 , 
p .67 ).

In  h is  2018  b o o k , C u ltu ra lly  a n d  
L in g u istica lly  R esp o n sive  Tea ch in g  a n d  
Lea rn in g , H o llie ’s  R in g s  o f C u ltu re  (ag e , 
o rie n ta tio n , n a tio n a l, so c io e c o n om ic , 
re lig io u s, g e n d e r, an d  e th n ic ) o ffe r a  
s ta r t in g  p o in t to  e n g ag e  in  an  in it ia l 
se lf-e xp lo ra tio n  o f o u r ow n  in te rse c tin g  
id e n tit ie s. A s  p a r t  o f th is  id e n tity  w o rk , 
w e  c o n s id e r h ow  o u r s tu d e n ts  m ig h t 
e xp e rie n c e  u s, g ive n  o u r id e n tit ie s, an d  
h ow  o u r s tu d e n ts  m ig h t e xp e rie n c e  o u r 
in stru c tio n , s tru c tu re s  w e  d e s ig n , an d  th e  
te x ts  w e  se le c t.

Pe rh ap s  m o re  th an  an y  t im e  in  re c e n t 
h is to ry, th is  sc h o o l ye a r h a s  re in fo rc e d  o u r 

h um an  n e e d  fo r sh a rin g  o u r e xp e rie n c e s  
an d  s to rie s. A s  re c e n t so c ia l ju s t ic e  
m o vem en ts  re e n e rg ize  c om m un it ie s  
a c ro ss  o u r c o u n try  an d  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld , 
w e  a re  q u e stio n in g  an d  e n g ag in g  in  
c o n ve rsa tio n s  o n  ra c e  an d  ra c ism  w ith  
g re a te r in te n s ity  an d  p u rp o se . We  w an t 
to  b rin g  th e se  to p ic s  to  o u r v ir tu a l an d  
in -p e rso n  c la ss ro om s—and  o u r s tu d e n ts  
w an t to  d isc u ss  th e se  to p ic s. Fo r e xam p le , 
d u rin g  th e  2020-2021  sc h o o l ye a r, th e  San  
D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n  h o ste d  
a  se rie s  o f s tu d e n t p an e ls  to  h o ld  sp ac e  
fo r s tu d e n ts  to  sh a re  th e ir e xp e rie n c e s  
an d  id e a s  to  m ake  sc h o o ls  m o re  in c lu s ive . 
S tu d e n ts  w e re  c le a r: th e y  w an t to  se e  
th e ir s to rie s  a c c u ra te ly  re p re se n te d  in  th e ir 
c la ss ro om s an d  c om m un it ie s.

A n o th e r s ta r t in g  p o in t to  e n g ag e  in  
id e n tity  w o rk  is  to  sh a re  o u r lite ra c y  
au to b io g rap h ie s  w ith  s tu d e n ts  an d  
c o lle ag u e s. B y  id e n tify in g  tw o  o r th re e  
te x ts  o r e xp e rie n c e s  th a t h ave  sh ap e d  
u s  a s  te ac h e rs  o f w rit in g , w e  c o n s id e r 
h ow  th e se  te x ts  (b o o ks, m o v ie s, c om ic s, 
a r t, e tc .) sh ap e d  o u r p e rsp e c tive s  a s  
te ac h e rs. Th ro u g h  th is  p ro c e ss, w e  lis te n  
c lo se ly  to  o n e  an o th e r an d  b e g in  to  h e a l 
an d  h um an ize  o u r v ir tu a l an d  in -p e rso n  
sp ac e s. Th e se  k in d s  o f in te ra c tio n s  fo ste r 
a  d e e p e r u n d e rstan d in g  o f o u rse lve s  an d  
o th e rs  an d  c re a te  d ia lo g u e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
to  e xp lo re  o u r b ia se s, u n d e rs tan d  o u r 
e a rn e d  an d  u n e a rn e d  p riv ile g e s, an d  
b e g in  to  h e a l from  th e  e ffe c ts  o f h is to ric a l 
o p p re ss io n  th a t im p ac ts  e ac h  o f u s—and  
in  th e se  re s to ra tive  sp ac e s, w e  c an  b e g in  
to  m ake  a  m e an in g fu l, la s t in g  im p ac t in  
o u r sc h o o ls  an d  c om m un it ie s.

M in d s e t

Stu d e n ts  n e e d  sp ac e s  to  n am e  an d  
c rit iq u e  in ju st ic e  to  h e lp  th em  u lt im ate ly  
d e ve lo p  th e  ag e n c y  to  b u ild  a  b e tte r 
w o rld . A s  lo n g  a s  o p p re ss io n  is  p re se n t 
in  th e  w o rld , yo u n g  p e o p le  n e e d  
p e d ag o g y  th a t n u r tu re s  c rit ic a lity  
(M u h am m ad , 2020 , p .12 ).

We  n e e d  to  d e ve lo p  o u r wa rm  d em and er 
m in d se ts. In  h e r 2013  b o o k , Mu ltip lica tio n  
is  fo r W h ite  Peo p le , D e lp it  d e sc rib e s  an d  
e xp an d s  o n  th e  te rm  wa rm  d em and ers , 
o rig in a lly  c o in e d  b y  K le in fe ld  (1975) to  
d e sc rib e  h ig h ly  e ffe c tive  te ac h e rs  in  N a tive  
Am e ric an  A la skan  c om m un it ie s. D e lp it  
e xp la in s  th a t “w a rm  d em an d e rs  e xp e c t 
a  g re a t d e a l o f th e ir s tu d e n ts, c o n v in c e  
th em  o f th e ir ow n  b rillian c e , an d  h e lp  
th em  re ac h  th e ir p o te n tia l in  a  d isc ip lin e d  
an d  s tru c tu re d  e n v iro nm en t.” To  b e g in , 
sh e  e xp la in s, w a rm  d em an d e rs  lo o k  in  
th e  m irro r a t  o u r ow n  c u ltu ra l v a lu e s  an d  
b e lie fs  an d  b e c om e  d e d ic a te d  s tu d e n ts  
o f o u r s tu d e n ts’ c u ltu re s, lan g u ag e s, an d  
le a rn in g  s ty le s.

Warm  d em an d e rs  a lso  le ve rag e  th e  
c om m un a l c om p e te n c ie s  o u r s tu d e n ts  
b rin g  to  th e  c la ss ro om  an d  se e  th e ir 
d e e p  c u ltu re s, h is to rie s, an d  c om m un it ie s  
re fle c te d  in  th e  c u rric u lum . Fo r e xam p le , 
w a rm  d em an d e rs  u n d e rstan d  th e  c u ltu ra l 
c o n tin u um  b e tw e e n  in d iv id u a lis t ic  an d  
c o lle c t iv is t  w o rld v iew s, an d  th e y  kn ow  
th a t m an y  o f o u r s tu d e n ts  le a rn  b e st  
in  c o llab o ra tive , in te ra c tive  le a rn in g  
e n v iro nm en ts  (H am m o nd , 2019). Warm  
d em an d e rs  m ake  c o n n e c tio n s  to  th e  la rg e r 
so c io p o lit ic a l is su e s  o f p ow e r an d  p riv ile g e  
th a t h ave  c o n trib u te d  to  in te rg e n e ra tio n a l 
traum a  an d  u n e q u a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  an d  
sh ap e d  th e  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s  o f m an y  
A fric an  Am e ric an , Am e ric an  In d ian , A s ian , 
La tin x , an d  LG BTQ IA  s tu d e n ts.

R e la te d ly, a s  D u n c an -A n d rad e  (2008) 
d e sc rib e s  in  Th e  A rt o f C rit ica l Ped a g o g y : 
Po ssib ilit ie s fo r M o v in g  from  Th eo ry to  
Pra c tic e  in  U rb a n  S c h o o ls , w a rm  d em an d e rs  
“a re  e xc ite d  ab o u t w h at th e y  te ac h . 
Th e y  m o ve  am o n g  g ro u p s  o f s tu d e n ts, 
c h e c k in g  fo r u n d e rs tan d in g , lis te n in g  to  
s tu d e n ts, re sp o n d in g , p u sh in g  s tu d e n ts  
to  q u e stio n .” Warm  d em an d e rs  p lan  
le sso n s  c o llab o ra tive ly, w h ic h  b u ild s  o u r 
c o n fid e n c e  in  w h at w e  c an  te ac h  w e ll an d  
w h at o u r s tu d e n ts  c an  le a rn  w e ll. In  h e r 
2020  b o o k , C u ltiva tin g  G en iu s , M u h am m ad  
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o ffe rs  a  fo u r-p a r t  so c ia l ju s t ic e  fram ew o rk  
to  p lan  c u ltu ra lly  an d  h is to ric a lly  
re sp o n s ive  lite ra c y  le sso n s : id e n tit ie s, sk ills , 
in te lle c t, an d  c rit ic a lity. Th is  fram ew o rk  
re in fo rc e s  th e  n e e d  to  c o n s id e r w h o se  
s to rie s  a re  sh a re d  an d  w h o se  a re  s ile n c e d , 
b u ild  re la t io n sh ip s, an d  d e ve lo p  a  d e e p  
le ve l o f u n d e rs tan d in g  o f sp e c ific  a c ad em ic  
c o n c e p ts. So c ia l ju s t ic e  fram ew o rks  h e lp  u s  
h o n e  o u r w a rm  d em an d e r m in d se ts.

S k i l l s

We  kn ow  from  e xp e rie n c e  th a t th e re  
is  n o t a  w id e ly  sh a re d  v iew  o f w h at 
c o n stitu te s  q u a lity  in stru c tio n  – n o t 
am o n g  te ac h e rs, p rin c ip a ls, o r sc h o o l 
d is tric t  le ad e rs…With o u t a  sh a re d  
u n d e rstan d in g  o f w h at w e  m e an  b y  
q u a lity  in stru c tio n , w e  h ave  n o  b a s is  
from  w h ic h  to  m o u n t an  im p ro vem en t 
e ffo r t  (F in k  an d  M arkh o lt, 2011 , p . 5 ).

Eq u ity-c e n te re d  w rit in g  in stru c tio n  o ffe rs  
an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p ro v id e  s tu d e n ts  
w ith  in te g ra te d  lite ra c y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  
e xp e rie n c e  th e  w rit in g  g e n re  th ro u g h  
g u id e d , c o llab o ra tive , an d  in d iv id u a l 
p ra c tic e . In  th e ir 2019  b o o k , Tea ch in g  
Pra c tic es from  Am erica ’s  Best U rb a n  S c h o o ls , 
Jo h n so n , U lin e , an d  Pe re z  p o in t o u t th a t 
s tu d e n ts  fe e l v a lu e d  an d  c ap ab le  w h e n  
th e ir te ac h e rs  e xp lic it ly  d e fin e  th e  le a rn in g  
o u tc om e s. Th e se  te ac h e rs  a sk , “W ha t d o  
m y stu d en ts n eed  to  see, d o , h ea r, to u c h , a n d  
exp erien ce  in  o rd er to  u n d ersta n d  a n d  m a ste r 
th is  im p o rta n t co n cep t?”  S tu d e n ts  in  th e se  
c la ss ro om s kn ow  w h at th e y  w ill le a rn  an d  
w h y  it  is  im p o r tan t; th e y  a re  e n g ag e d  in  
re le van t an a ly s is  an d  d yn am ic  d isc u ss io n s.

A n  e stab lish e d  b o d y  o f re se a rc h  an d  b e st  
p ra c tic e  in d ic a te s  th a t w rit in g  te ac h e rs  
w h o  in te n tio n a lly  c re a te  c o llab o ra tive  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  re ad , w rite , 
an d  sp e ak  im p ro ve  o u tc om e s  fo r th e ir 
s tu d e n ts. Th is  ap p ro ac h  d raw s o n  ke y  
w rit in g  re se a rc h  to  c u lt iv a te  a  sh a re d  
u n d e rstan d in g  o f w h at q u a lity  w rit in g  
in stru c tio n  lo o ks  like  (A u g u st & Sh an ah an , 
2006 ; G e n e se e , L in d h o lm -Le a ry, Sau n d e rs  
& C h ris t ian , 2005 ; Sh o r t  & F itz s im m o n s, 
2007).

1 . Te a c h  g e n r e  w r i t in g  a s  a  p r o c e s s .  
P ra c tic e  1  p ro v id e s  th e  in stru c tio n a l 
fram e  fo r te ac h e rs  to  b u ild  lan g u ag e  
an d  c o n te n t in  tan d em , an d  th e  
o th e r five  p ra c tic e s  a re  n e ste d  

w ith in  th is  fi rs t  p ra c tic e . Th is  p ra c tic e  
in vo lve s  a  d e ta ile d , re c u rs ive , p re -
w rit in g  p ro c e ss  w h e re  w e  in te n tio n a lly  
d e s ig n  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r o u r s tu d e n ts  
to  an a lyze  ru b ric  c rite ria , u n d e rstan d  
th e  le a rn in g  g o a ls, c o n n e c t th e  n ew  
le a rn in g  (c o n te n t an d  g e n re ) to  
s tu d e n ts’ b ac kg ro u n d s, e n g ag e  in  
h ig h e r-le ve l th in k in g , e xp lo re  th e  d e e p  
s tru c tu re  o f lan g u ag e , an d  d e ve lo p  
a s  au to n om o u s, ve rsa tile  w rite rs  w h o  
c an  tran s fe r th e ir w rit in g  sk ills  to  
c om m un ic a te  fo r m u lt ip le  p u rp o se s   
(H y lan d , 2004 ; R e id , 2011 ; Sm o lk in  & 
D o n o van , 2004).

2 . B u i ld  o n  s t u d e n t s ’ b a c k g r o u n d s .  
P ra c tic e  2  is  a ll ab o u t em p ath y  an d  
b e c om in g  s tu d e n ts  o f o u r s tu d e n ts. 
We  n e e d  to  va lu e  an d  affi rm  w h at o u r 
s tu d e n ts  b rin g  to  th e  tab le : w h o  th e y  
a re , w h e re  th e y  a re  from , w h at th e y  
a lre ad y  kn ow , an d  w h at ’s  im p o r tan t 
to  th em . Th is  in c lu d e s  em p ow e rin g  
s tu d e n ts  a s  au th o rs  o f th e ir ow n  live s. 
W ith  em p ath y—liste n in g , c o n n e c tin g , 
an d  b u ild in g  re la t io n sh ip s—we  c an  
c re a te  a  c lim ate  w h e re  a  ran g e  o f vo ic e s  
e n g ag e  in  m e an in g fu l c o n ve rsa tio n s  
(Ad a , 1993 ; H o llie , 2018 , M u h am m ad , 
2020 , N ie to , 2000 ; Wa lq u i & van   
L ie r, 2010).

3 . M o d e l  w r i t in g  f o r  a n d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s .  
P ra c tic e  3  is  ab o u t m ak in g  o u r th in k in g  
tran sp a re n t to  o u r s tu d e n ts. We  n e e d  
to  w rite  fo r an d  w ith  o u r s tu d e n ts  
to  m o d e l th e  p ro c e ss. Th is  in it ia te s  
d isc u ss io n s, re in fo rc e s  c o n te n t, 
p rom o te s  in q u iry, fo s te rs  n ew  le a rn in g , 
an d  e n c o u rag e s  re fle c tio n (G o ld b e rg ). It  
is  e a sy  to  se e  w h y  m o d e lin g  w rit in g  is  
th e  m o st p ow e r fu l p ra c tic e  (G o ld b e rg , 
Ru sse ll, an d  C o o k , 2003).

4 . D e v e lo p  o r a l  a c a d e m ic  la n g u a g e .  
P ra c tic e  4  h ig h lig h ts  th e  n e e d  to  
u se  a c ad em ic  o ra l lan g u ag e  a s  
a  sp rin g b o a rd  to  c om p re h e n d  
c h a lle n g in g  c o n te n t-a re a  m u lt im e d ia  
te x ts  an d  re sp o n d  in  w rit in g . A  la rg e  
b o d y  o f re se a rc h  in d ic a te s  o ra l lan g u ag e  
p ra c tic e  n o t o n ly  fa c ilita te s  re ad in g  
c om p re h e n s io n  w ith in  lan g u ag e s, b u t it  
a lso  tran s fe rs  a c ro ss  lan g u ag e s  (P ro c to r, 
C a rlo  & Sn ow , 2005 ; M ille r e t  a l., 2004).

5 . Te a c h  g r a m m a r  a n d  v o c a b u la r y  
e x p l i c i t ly  a n d  in  c o n t e x t .  P ra c tic e  
5  u n d e rsc o re s  th e  n e e d  to  te ac h  
g ram m ar an d  vo c ab u la ry  e xp lic it ly  
in  b o th  th e  c o n te x t o f a c ad em ic  
re ad in g  an d  th e  s tu d e n ts’ ow n  w rit in g . 

Fo r e xam p le , re se a rc h  says  th a t 
som e th in g  a s  s im p le  a s  ke e p in g  a  
vo c ab u la ry  n o te b o o k  sc h o o lw id e  is  
o n e  o f th e  m o st e ffe c tive  an d  effi c ie n t 
te c h n iq u e s  fo r th e  a c q u is it io n  o f 
a c ad em ic  o ra l lan g u ag e  (O lse n , 2010 ; 
Va ld é s, 2001 ; R e id , 2011 ; Sh o r t  & 
F itz s im m o n s, 2007).

6 . P u b l i s h  (a n d  c e le b r a t e !) s t u d e n t  
w r i t in g .  P ra c tic e  6  em p h as ize s  th e  
im p o r tan c e  o f c e le b ra tin g  th e  w o rk  
o f o u r s tu d e n t au th o rs. R e se a rc h  
says  th a t s tu d e n ts  w h o  p u b lish  th e ir 
w rit in g  w ro te  m o re , p ro d u c e d  h ig h -
q u a lity  w rit in g , m ad e  m o re  c h an g e s, 
c o llab o ra te d  m o re , q u e stio n e d  m o re , 
an d  u se d  a  m o re  c om p le x  p ro c e ss  
(G o ld b e rg , Ru sse ll, an d  C o o k , 2003). 
O n e  c rit ic a l c om p o n e n t o f th e  
p u b lish in g  p ra c tic e  is  m a in ta in in g  
w rit in g  p o r tfo lio s. B o th  h ig h -te c h  
an d  low -te c h  p o r tfo lio s  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  
u n d e rstan d , e va lu a te , an d  re fle c t 
o n  th e ir lan g u ag e  g o a ls  (H a ll & 
S im e ra l, 2008). 

Th e  San  D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f 
Ed u c a tio n ’s  W rit in g  R e d e s ig n e d  fo r 
In n o va tive  Te ac h in g  an d  Eq u ity  (W R ITE ) 
ap p lie s  th is  ap p ro ac h  w ith  e d u c a to rs  
th ro u g h o u t C a lifo rn ia . Th e  2019  C a lifo rn ia  
En g lish  Lea rn er Ro a dm ap  in c lu d e s  
W R ITE  a s  an  e xam p le  fo r Prin c ip le  2 : 
In te lle c tua l Q ua lity  o f In stru c tio n  a n d  
M ean in g fu l Ac cess. W R IT E  a lso  sh ow ed  
d o c um en te d  e v id e n c e  o f p rom ise  in  an  
In st itu te  o f Ed u c a tio n a l S c ie n c e s  (IE S ) 
G o a l 3  e va lu a tio n  (H aas  e t  a l., 2016). Th is  
e q u ity-c e n te re d  in stru c tio n a l ap p ro ac h  
le n d s  itse lf to  b ro ad  ap p lic a tio n  a c ro ss  
K-12  c o n te x ts.



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  1 9 E q u i t y  a n d  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m

P la n  U n i t  In s t r u c t io n :
• Te ac h  g e n re  w rit in g  a s  a  p ro c e ss
• C re a te  a  g e n re  m o d e l sam p le  a lig n e d  to  th e  ru b ric  c rite ria
• O rg an ize  s tu d e n t p o r tfo lio s  (low -te c h  o r h ig h -te c h )
• C o lle c t  b a se lin e  w rit in g  to  in fo rm  in stru c tio n  

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
• W h o  a re  m y  s tu d e n ts?
• W h at a re  th e ir sp e c ific  c u ltu ra l an d  lin g u is t ic  a sse ts?
• W h at a re  th e ir sp e c ific  lin g u is t ic  n e e d s?
• H ow  c an  I c o n n e c t th is  n ew  le a rn in g  to  m y  s tu d e n ts’ 
id e n tit ie s  an d  c u ltu re s?

• W h at th em e s  o r to p ic s  w ill I u se  to  te ac h  th is  g e n re ?
• W h at am  I a lre ad y  d o in g  to  c o n n e c t n ew  le a rn in g  to  
s tu d e n ts’ b ac kg ro u n d s?

• W h at k in d  o f p rom p t an d  te x t  w ill I u se  fo r th e  p re -an d  
p o st-a sse ssm en t?

• B a se d  o n  s tu d e n t w rit in g  re sp o n se s, w h at k in d s  o f ta sks  
sh o u ld  I c re a te  th a t a lig n  to  sp e c ific  ru b ric  c rite ria ?

• H ow  lo n g  d o  I h ave  to  te ac h  th is  g e n re ?
• H ow  w ill I se t  u p  th e  c la ss  p o r tfo lio s  an d  d a ily  fo rm ative  
a sse ssm en ts? 

In t r o d u c e  t h e  G e n r e :
• P ro v id e  a  c le a r v is io n  o f w h at th e  fin a l w rit in g  p ro d u c t(s) 
m ig h t lo o k  like

• In tro d u c e  th e  an a ly t ic  ru b ric , m e an in g  sp e c ific , o b se rvab le  
d a ta  (i.e ., th e  au th o r id e n tifie s  th e  t it le , th e  au th o r, an d  th e  
m a in  id e a )

• Bu ild  o n  s tu d e n ts’ b ac kg ro u n d s  to  m ake  c o n n e c tio n s  to  
th e  g e n re  o r c o n te n t 

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
•  W h at d o  I w an t m y  s tu d e n ts  to  kn ow  an d  b e  ab le  to  d o  a t  
th e  e n d  o f th e  w rit in g  p ro c e ss?

•  W h at is  th e  fin a l w rit in g  p ro d u c t I w an t m y  s tu d e n ts  to  
kn ow  h ow  to  p ro d u c e  an d  w h at e xp e rie n c e s  w ill I c re a te  
fo r th em  to  a c c e ss  th is  typ e  o f w rit in g ?

•  W h at k in d s  o f te x ts  (w ritte n , v id e o , a r t, p h o to s, e tc .) an d  
w h at ran g e  o f p e rsp e c tive s  w ill I p ro v id e  fo r m y  s tu d e n ts  
to  sum m arize , syn th e s ize , c om p a re , c o n tra st, e tc .?

•  W h at a re  m y  n e x t s te p s  to  b u ild  o n  s tu d e n ts’ b ac kg ro u n d s  
an d  te ac h  th e  ru b ric  c rite ria ? 

M o d e l  t h e  G e n r e :
• A n n o ta te  th e  te x t(s) to  su p p o r t  s tu d e n ts  in  u n d e rstan d in g  
th e  m a in  id e a s

• M o d e l th e  th in k in g , lan g u ag e , te x t  o rg an iza tio n , an d  
g ram m atic a l s tru c tu re s  fo r th e  w rit in g  p ro d u c t o r ta sk  

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
•  W h at k in d (s) o f w rit in g  d o  I w an t m y  s tu d e n ts  to  p ro d u c e ?
• W h at sh o u ld  th e  s tru c tu re  o r o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  w rit in g  
lo o k  like ?

• W h at lan g u ag e  d o  th e y  n e e d  to  su p p o r t  th is  g e n re ?
• W h at d om a in -sp e c ific  lan g u ag e  d o  th e y  n e e d ?

C o lla b o r a t e  o n  W r i t in g :
• Fa c ilita te  c o llab o ra tive  ta sks  an d  p ro je c ts  in  th e  g e n re  th a t 
p ro v id e  d yn am ic  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  re ad , w rite , an d  sp e ak

• D e ve lo p  a c ad em ic  o ra l lan g u ag e : e n g ag e  s tu d e n ts  
in  a c ad em ic  d isc u ss io n s  an d  w rit in g  a ro u n d  re le van t, 
c om p le x  te x ts

• Te ac h  g ram m ar an d  vo c ab u la ry  e xp lic it ly  an d  in  th e  
c o n te x t o f th e  re ad in g s  an d  w rit in g  

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
• W h at is  th e  th in k in g  an d  lan g u ag e  I w an t m y  s tu d e n ts  to  
e n g ag e  w ith  an d  a c q u ire ?

• W h at k in d s  o f c o llab o ra tive  ta sks  an d  p ro je c ts  e n g ag e  
s tu d e n ts  in  c o llab o ra tive , a c ad em ic  d isc u ss io n s  an d  
w rit in g  a ro u n d  re le van t c om p le x  te x ts?

•  W h at k in d s  o f re le van t, h ig h -q u a lity  te x ts  (a r t ic le s, b o o ks, 
v id e o s, a r t, g rap h s, c h a r ts, e tc .) d o  I w an t m y  s tu d e n ts  to  
re ad  an d  in te rp re t?

• H ow  w ill I o rg an ize  c la ss ro om  le a rn in g  to  d e ve lo p  
a c ad em ic  o ra l lan g u ag e ?

• W h at k in d s  o f c o llab o ra tive  ta sks  an d  g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s  
w ill I fa c ilita te ?

• W h at k in d s  o f o p p o r tu n it ie s  w ill s tu d e n ts  h ave  to  th in k  
c rit ic a lly  ab o u t th e  te x t(s) an d  e xp re ss  d ive rse  p o in ts  o f 
v iew ?

• W h at o p p o r tu n it ie s  w ill s tu d e n ts  h ave  to  e xp lo re  w o rd  
tran s fo rm atio n s  an d  e n g ag e  in  n o tic in g  lan g u ag e  
s tru c tu re s?

• W h at k in d s  o f lan g u ag e  su p p o r ts—in c lu d in g  p a r t ia lly  
c om p o se d  s ta tem en ts  an d  q u e stio n s  w ill I u se  to  p ro v id e  
s tru c tu re  fo r a c ad em ic  th in k in g , sp e ak in g , an d  w rit in g ? 

D r a f t :
• P ro v id e  an  au th e n tic  p rom p t s im ila r in  s ty le  to  th e  p re -
a sse ssm en t p rom p t

• G u id e  s tu d e n ts  to  in d iv id u a lly  re ad  an d  in te rp re t th e  
p rom p t an d  o rg an ize  th e ir w rit in g  p ie c e  

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
• H ow  w ill I p ro v id e  s im ila r c o n d it io n s  (i.e ., p rom p t, te x t  
c om p le x ity ) to  th o se  p ro v id e d  d u rin g  th e  b a se lin e  
a sse ssm en t?

• W h at t im e  lim its  (if an y ) w ill I p ro v id e ? 

R e v is e :
• S c o re  s tu d e n ts’ ro u g h  d ra fts  th ro u g h  an  ad d it ive  le n s
• U se  th e  d a ta  to  in fo rm  in stru c tio n a l n e x t s te p s
• H o ld  s tu d e n t-le d  c o n fe re n c e s  to  b u ild  s tu d e n t au to n om y  
an d  d e e p e n  u n d e rstan d in g  o f th e  ru b ric  c rite ria

• G u id e  s tu d e n ts  to  se lf- an d  p e e r-e d it  

G u id in g  Q u e s t io n s :
•  Fo r te ac h e rs : Lo o k  a t  th e  s tu d e n t w rit in g  an d  a sk , “W h at 
c an  th is  s tu d e n t d o ?”

•  Fo r s tu d e n ts : W h at d o  yo u  th in k  w e n t w e ll? W h ic h  
c rite rio n  d o  yo u  th in k  yo u  n e e d  to  im p ro ve ? W h ic h  c rite ria  
w o u ld  yo u  like  m y  fe e d b ac k  o n ? 

A  G u i d e  t o  I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  W R I T E  A p p r o a c h  
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C u l t u r a l l y  &  L i n g u i s t i c a l l y  S u s t a i n i n g  I n s t r u c t i o n  
t h r o u g h  M y  N a m e ,  M y  I d e n t i t y :  
C o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  S t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  B u i l d i n g  
S e l f -I d e n t i t y  a n d  C o m m u n i t y !

T he San ta  C la ra  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f 
Ed u c a tio n  (SC C O E ) h a s  c o llab o ra te d  
w ith  c la ss ro om  te ac h e rs, c o ac h e s, an d  

c u rric u lum  le ad e rs  to  d e ve lo p  c u ltu ra lly  
an d  lin g u is t ic a lly  su sta in in g  m o d u le s  th a t 
em b o d y  th e  m iss io n  an d  v is io n  o f th e  
n a tio n a l M y N am e, M y Id en tity  In itia tive . Th e  
M y N am e, M y Id en tity  In itia tive  is  c o -le d  b y  
th e  SC C O E  an d  th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia t io n  fo r 
B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (N A BE ) an d  is  d e s ig n e d  
to  b rin g  aw are n e ss  to  th e  im p o r tan c e  
o f re sp e c tin g  o n e ’s  n am e  an d  id e n tity  in  
sc h o o ls ; an d  to  b u ild  re sp e c tfu l an d  c a rin g  
c u ltu re s  in  sc h o o l c om m un it ie s. 

Th e  m o d u le s  p ro v id e  e d u c a to rs  w ith  a  
m o re  fo c u se d  ap p lic a tio n  o f th e  in it ia t ive ’s  
s tra te g y. Fo r e xam p le , Th e  S e lf-Id en tity : 
M a x im iz in g  O u r Po ten tia l m o d u le  in c lu d e s  
te ac h in g  to o ls  th a t e ffe c tive ly  c re a te  sa fe  
sp ac e s  an d  e n c o u rag e  s tu d e n ts  to  sh a re  
s to rie s  ab o u t n am e s, id e n tit ie s, c u ltu ra l 
e xp e rie n c e s, an d /o r jo u rn e ys  to  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s. Su p e rin te n d e n t o f S c h o o ls, D r. M a ry  
A n n  D ew an  sa id , “N o t o n ly  d o e s  th e  lab e l 
‘S e lf-Id e n tity : M ax im iz in g  O u r Po te n tia l’ 
c e le b ra te  th e  c re a tive  se lf-e xp re ss io n  th a t 
o u r yo u th  b rin g  to  sc h o o l, b u t it  p ave s  
th e  w ay  fo r b u ild in g  re la t io n sh ip s  an d  

Ye e  W a n , E d .D .
D ire c to r, S c h o o l C lim ate , Le ad e rsh ip  
an d  In stru c tio n a l S e rv ic e s  D e p a r tm en t,  
San ta  C la ra  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n  
an d  Fo rm e r N A BE  P re s id e n t

I v a n n ia  S o t o ,  P h .D .
Pro fe sso r o f Ed u c a tio n  
W h itt ie r C o lle g e

M a  B e r n a d e t t e  S a lg a r in o , E d .D . 
M ath em atic s  C o o rd in a to r
San ta  C la ra  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n  

c om m un ity  w ith  o u r yo u th  d u rin g  th is  
t im e  o f d is tan c e  le a rn in g .” 

So lv in g  th e  q u e stio n  o f h ow  to  im p ro ve  
c o n tin u o u s ly, w e  u n d e rsto o d  th a t if w e  
im p lem en t c u ltu ra lly  a n d  lin g u istica lly  
su sta in in g  p ed a g o g y in  lea rn in g  
en v iro nm en ts, stu d en ts w ill d eve lo p  a  
sen se  o f b e lo n g in g  a n d  a g en c y in  th e ir 
lea rn in g , w h ic h  w ill re su lt in  g rea te r 
stu d en t en g a g em en t a s d em o n stra ted  b y 
in c rea sed  leve ls  o f la n g ua g e  p ro d u c tio n . A  
p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  se rie s  w as  d e ve lo p e d  
an d  c o n d u c te d  w ith  th e  p ro je c t  d e s ig n  
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an d  im p lem en ta tio n  te am , c om p o se d  o f SC C O E  c o n te n t e xp e r ts  
an d  d is tric t  in s tru c tio n a l le ad e rs, to  g ro u n d  th e  p a r t ic ip an ts  w ith  
re se a rc h  an d  im m e rse  th em  w ith  th e  to o ls  an d  re so u rc e s  n e e d e d  
to  d e ve lo p  th e  Se lf-Id e n tity  m o d u le s. Th e  p ro je c t  d e s ig n  an d  
im p lem en ta tio n  te am  c re a te d  a  w o rk in g  d e fin it io n  o f C u ltu ra lly  
an d  L in g u is t ic a lly  Su sta in in g  Pe d ag o g y  (C LSP ) to  an c h o r 
th e  te am ’s  u n d e rstan d in g  o f th e  ke y  c o n c e p t in  d e ve lo p in g  
th e  m o d u le s. C LSP  is  d efin ed  a s fo llow s: “c u ltiva tes lin g u istic , 
lite ra te, a n d  c u ltu ra l p lu ra lism  th ro ug h  tra n sfo rm in g  th e  d esig n  o f 
in stru c tio n a l p ed a g o g y to  e ra d ica te  d efic it p ra c tic es b a sed  o n  ea c h  
stu d en t ’s  ra c ia l, c u ltu ra l a n d  lin g u istic  id en titie s. It  c rea tes a n  a sse ts- 
a n d  stren g th s-b a sed  a p p ro a ch  to  d isru p tin g  th e  p red ic ta b ility  o f 
su c cess o r fa ilu re  th a t c u rren tly  co rre la tes w ith  a n y so c ia l o r c u ltu ra l 
fa c to rs.” Th is  d e fin it io n  w as  c re a te d  b a se d  o n  th e  N a tio n a l Eq u ity  
P ro je c t ’s  sc h o la rly  w o rk , in c lu d in g  th e  re se a rc h  o f G e n e va  G ay, 
G lo ria  Lad so n -B illin g s, an d  D jan g o  Pa ris .

Th e  le sso n s  in  th e se  g rad e  sp an s, K-2 , 3 -5 , an d  6-12 , w e re  
p ilo te d  in  th e  fa ll o f 2020 . Th is  a r t ic le  d isc u sse s  th e  re se a rc h  b a se  
u n d e rg ird in g  th e  m o d u le s  o n  th e  th em e  o f se lf-id e n tity, th e  
in stru c tio n , an d  se ve ra l a c t iv it ie s  h ig h lig h te d  in  th e  le sso n s.

R e s e a r c h  o n  C u l t u r a l l y  a n d  L i n g u i s t i c a l l y  S u s t a i n i n g  
P e d a g o g y

Th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f th e  Se lf-Id e n tity  m o d u le  is  b a se d  o n  re se a rc h  
th a t in c lu d e d  th e  E ig h t C om p e te n c ie s  fo r C u ltu ra lly  R e sp o n s ive  
Te ac h in g  (N ew  Am e ric an , 2019), th e  Fo u r G lo b a l C om p e te n c ie s  
(A s ia  So c ie ty, 2006), an d  th e  C a lifo rn ia  En g lish  Le a rn e r (E L )
Ro adm ap  (C D E , 2018). 

G u id e d  b y  th e  E ig h t C om p e te n c ie s  fo r C u ltu ra lly  R e sp o n s ive  
Te ac h in g  (C RT ), w h ic h  w e re  d e ve lo p e d  b y  N ew  Am e ric an  (2019) 
a s  a  re su lt  o f an  e xh au stive  re v iew  o f th e  lite ra tu re  o n  c u ltu ra lly  
re le van t, re sp o n s ive , an d  su sta in in g  p e d ag o g ie s, th e  w o rk  
h ig h lig h ts  th e se  e ig h t in te rc o n n e c te d  c om p e te n c ie s  a s  c om m o n  
sk ills  a c ro ss  re se a rc h , g rad e  le ve ls, an d  su b je c t  a re a s. F ig u re  1  
sum m arize s  a ll e ig h t C om p e te n c ie s  fo r C u ltu ra lly  R e sp o n s ive  
Te ac h in g .

We  ad d re sse d  a ll e ig h t c om p e te n c ie s  o f c u ltu ra lly  re sp o n s ive  
te ac h in g  in  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t fo r th e  Se lf-Id e n tity  
m o d u le s  an d  em b ed d e d  t h r e e  o f th e  e ig h t c om p e te n c ie s  d e e p ly  

Fig u re  1 . E ig h t C om p eten c ies fo r C u ltu ra lly  R esp o n sive  Tea ch in g
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th ro u g h o u t th e  m o d u le s. Th e se  th re e  c om p e te n c ie s  in c lu d e :

• C o m p e t e n c y  1 --R e fl e c t in g  o n  o n e ’s  c u l t u r a l  le n s :  Th is  
c om p e te n c y  ad d re sse s  se lf-aw are n e ss  o f o n e ’s  ow n  c u ltu ra l 
le n s  a s  w e  tr y  to  u n d e rstan d  o u r s tu d e n ts’ c u ltu ra l le n se s.

• C o m p e t e n c y  4 --B r in g in g  r e a l-w o r ld  i s s u e s  in t o  
t h e  c la s s r o o m :  Th is  c om p e te n c y  re fe rs  to  d e ve lo p in g  
c om m un ity  p ro je c ts, e n c o u rag in g  s tu d e n ts  to  b e  ag e n ts  o f 
c h an g e , an d  in v it in g  s tu d e n ts  to  take  a c tio n .

• C o m p e t e n c y  6 --P r o m o t e  r e s p e c t  f o r  s t u d e n t s ’ 
d iff e r e n c e s :  Th is  c om p e te n c y  re fe rs  to  u n d e rstan d in g  
h ow  to  e n g ag e  a c ro ss  d iffe re n c e s  an d  c re a te  a  se n se  o f 
re sp o n s ib ility  in  ad d re ss in g  in ju st ic e . 

Th e  m o d u le  c o n te n t w as  a lso  in fo rm ed  b y  th e  A s ia  So c ie ty  
an d  th e  C o u n c il o f C h ie f S ta te  S c h o o l O ffi c e rs’ (C C SSO ) G lo b a l 
C om p e te n c ie s  (2011), w h ic h  in v ite  e d u c a to rs  to :

• I n v e s t ig a t e  t h e  w o r ld  b e y o n d  t h e i r  im m e d ia t e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  fram in g  s ig n ific an t p ro b lem s an d  c o n d u c tin g  
w e ll-c ra fte d  an d  ag e -ap p ro p ria te  re se a rc h .

• R e c o g n iz e  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  o t h e r s ’ a n d  t h e i r  o w n , 
a r t ic u la t in g  an d  e xp la in in g  su c h  p e rsp e c tive s  th o u g h tfu lly  
an d  re sp e c tfu lly.

• C o m m u n ic a t e  id e a s  e ff e c t i v e ly  w i t h  d iv e r s e  a u d ie n c e s ,  
b rid g in g  g e o g rap h ic , lin g u is t ic , id e o lo g ic a l, an d  c u ltu ra l 
b a rrie rs.    

• Ta k e  a c t io n  t o  im p r o v e  c o n d i t io n s ,  v iew in g  th em se lve s  
a s  p laye rs  in  th e  w o rld , an d  p a r t ic ip a tin g  re fle c tive ly. 

Th e  e ig h t C R T  C om p e te n c ie s  an d  th e  fo u r G lo b a l C om p e te n c ie s  
b o th  h e ig h te n  th e  sk ills  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  b e  ab le  to  take  a c tio n , 
b u ild  b rid g e s  a c ro ss  d iffe re n c e s, an d  b e  ag e n ts  o f c h an g e  in  th e ir 
c om m un it ie s.

La stly, o u r w o rk  w as  in fo rm ed  b y  th e  fo llow in g  fo u r p rin c ip le s  o f 
th e  C a lifo rn ia  En g lish  Le a rn e r R o adm ap :

1 . A sse ts-O rie n te d  an d  N e e d s-Re sp o n s ive  S c h o o ls
2 . In te lle c tu a l Q u a lity  o f In s tru c tio n  an d  M e an in g fu l A c c e ss
3 . Sy stem  C o n d it io n s  th a t Su p p o r t  Effe c tive n e ss
4 . A lig nm en t an d  A r t ic u la t io n  W ith in  an d  A c ro ss  Sy stem s 

Th e  firs t  tw o  p rin c ip le s  w e re  em p h as ize d  th ro u g h o u t o u r 
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t an d  m o d u le  d e ve lo pm en t an d  
in c lu d e d  a  p a r t ic u la r fo c u s  o n  th e  s tre n g th s  an d  a sse ts, e sp e c ia lly  
m u lt ilin g u a l a sse ts, th a t E L s  b rin g  to  sc h o o l. A d d it io n a lly, 
w e  e n su re d  th a t th e  le sso n s  w e re  rig o ro u s  w ith  ap p ro p ria te  
sc affo ld in g  th ro u g h o u t in  o rd e r to  g u a ran te e  in te lle c tu a l q u a lity  
an d  m e an in g fu l a c c e ss.

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  D e v e lo p i n g  S e l f -I d e n t i t y

Th e  Se lf-Id e n tity  m o d u le  in tro d u c e s  th e  im p o r tan t c o n c e p ts  
o f n am e , se lf-id e n tity, an d  h ow  stu d e n ts  c an  p o s it ive ly  im p ac t 
th e ir le a rn in g  c om m un ity. In  th is  m o d u le , s tu d e n ts  e n g ag e  in  
a c t iv it ie s  to  e xp lo re  th e ir se lf-id e n tity, w h ic h  h e lp s  th em  m ake  
c h o ic e s  th a t w ill p o s it ive ly  affe c t th e ir c la ss  c om m un ity, an d  
m o re  im p o r tan tly, th e ir ro le  a s  le a rn e rs. 

Th e  fo u r a c t iv it ie s  b e low  e xem p lify  th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f se lf-
c o n c e p t th ro u g h  c u ltu ra lly  an d  lin g u is t ic a lly  su sta in in g  in stru c tio n . 

A c t i v i t y  1 .  M y  N a m e  S t o r y

What is  yo u r n am e  s to ry? W h at d o e s  kn ow in g  an d  c o rre c tly  
p ro n o u n c in g  som eo n e 's  n am e  m e an  to  a  p e rso n ? To  p iq u e  
s tu d e n t in te re st  in  th e  to p ic  o f se lf-id e n tity, M y N am e S to ry  in v ite s  
s tu d e n ts  to  sh a re  a  b rie f s to ry  ab o u t th e ir n am e . Th e  a c tiv ity  m ay  
a sk  s tu d e n ts  to  sh a re  a  fu n  fa c t, d iffe re n t n am e s  th a t p e o p le  c a ll 
th em , o r th e ir n am e  s to ry. In  th is  sh o r t  a c t iv ity, th e  c la ss  re c o g n ize s  
th e  im p o r tan c e  o f c o rre c tly  p ro n o u n c in g  s tu d e n ts’ n am e s  in  o rd e r 
to  m ake  s tu d e n ts  fe e l v a lu e d , in c lu d e d , an d  re sp e c te d  a t  sc h o o l 
an d  in  th e  e n tire  c om m un ity. 

To  fa c ilita te  th e se  c la ss ro om  d isc u ss io n s, te ac h e rs  c an  u se  a  to o l 
c a lle d  F lip g rid . F lip g rid  is  a  fre e , e a sy-to -u se , an d  a c c e ss ib le  to o l 
th a t c an  h e lp  te ac h e rs  c re a te  a  g ro u p , p o st  d isc u ss io n  to p ic s, an d  
in v ite  s tu d e n ts  to  re c o rd  a  sh o r t  v id e o  w ith  an sw e rs  to  d isc u ss io n  
q u e stio n s. Th e  fo llow in g  a re  e xam p le s  o f a  n ew com e r s tu d e n t 
from  San ta  C la ra  U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric t  in  C a lifo rn ia , sh a rin g  h is  
n am e  s to ry  an d  a  F lip g rid  a c t iv ity  (F ig u re  2 ).

“I am  Iska n da r from  Jo rd a n . M y fa th er n am ed  m e  a fte r m y 
g ra n d fa th er. M y n am e  com es from  th e  M id d le  Ea st. I am  n am ed  
a fte r A lexa n d er th e  G rea t. It  m ean s th e  d e fen d er o f m an k in d . In  
th e  A ra b ic  la n g ua g e, eve ry  n am e  h a s a  m ean in g .” —Iskan d a r, 
N ew com e r S tu d e n t, San ta  C la ra  U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric t ; A lic ia  
Vázq u e z , Te ac h e r, San ta  C la ra  U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric t.

A c t i v i t y  2 .  W r i t e  P o e m s

Th e re  a re  d iffe re n t w ays  th a t te ac h e rs  c an  h ave  s tu d e n ts  w rite  
p o em s to  sh a re  th e ir n am e  s to rie s. F ig u re  3 , “N am e  Po em  
D ire c tio n s”, is  an  e xam p le  fo r te ac h e rs  to  u se  an d  ad ap t. F ig u re s  
4 -6  p ro v id e  e xam p le s  o f s tu d e n t "I Am " p o em s.

Fig u re  2 . F lip g rid  Ac tiv ity  c rea ted  b y G en a  Pa ca d a , Aca d em ic  Tec h n o lo g ist, 
Sa n ta  C la ra  C o un ty O ffi ce  o f Ed u ca tio n

https://info.flipgrid.com/
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I  a m  (t w o  s p e c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s )

I w o n d e r (som e th in g  yo u  a re  c u rio u s  ab o u t)
I h e a r (an  im ag in a ry  so u n d )
I se e  (an  im ag in a ry  s ig h t)
I w an t (an  a c tu a l d e s ire )

I am  (th e  firs t  lin e  o f th e  p o em  re sta te d )
I p re te n d  (som e th in g  yo u  p re te n d  to  d o )
I fe e l (a  fe e lin g  ab o u t som e th in g  im ag in a ry )
I to u c h  (an  im ag in a ry  to u c h )
I w o rry  (som e th in g  th a t b o th e rs  yo u )
I c ry  (som e th in g  th a t m ake s  yo u  ve ry  sad )

I am  (th e  firs t  lin e  o f th e  p o em  re p e a te d )
I u n d e rstan d  (som e th in g  yo u  kn ow  is  tru e )
I say  (som e th in g  yo u  b e lie ve  in )
I d re am  (som e th in g  yo u  d re am  ab o u t)
I tr y  (som e th in g  yo u  m ake  an  e ffo r t  ab o u t)
I h o p e  (som e th in g  yo u  h o p e  fo r)
I am  (th e  firs t  lin e  o f th e  p o em  re p e a te d )

Fig u re  4 . I am  Po em  b y Jo c h e lle  T io tu ico , 11th  G ra d e  S tu d en t, Ea st S id e  
U n io n  H ig h  S c h o o l D istric t, 2020.

F ig u re  5 . I am  Po em  Tem p la te, R ea d  W rite  Th in k

Fig u re  6 . I am  Po em  b y Jam es C a rreo n , 11th  G ra d e, Ea st S id e  U n io n  H ig h  
S c h o o l D istric t, 2020 

A c t i v i t y  3 :  U s e  t h e  A r t s  t o  S h a r e  N a m e  S t o r i e s

C re a tive  a r ts  e xp re ss io n  is  a  p ow e r fu l to o l th a t c an  sh a re  
s tu d e n t vo ic e s  an d  c e le b ra te  th e  ric h n e ss  o f c u ltu re . Te ac h e rs  
c an  e n c o u rag e  an d  g u id e  s tu d e n ts  to  sh a re  th e ir n am e  s to rie s  
an d  se lf-id e n tit ie s  th ro u g h  illu s tra t io n . F ig u re  7  sh ow s a  s tu d e n t 
p o r tra it  an d  th e  w o rd s  u se d  to  d e sc rib e  th em se lve s. 

Yo u r  fi r s t  n a m e

L in e  1  - It  m e an s  ... 3  ad je c tive s  th a t d e sc rib e  yo u
L in e  2  - It  is  th e  n um b e r ... an y  n um b e r yo u  c h o o se
L in e  3  - It  is  like  ... d e sc rib e  a  c o lo r b u t d o n 't  n am e  it
L in e  4  - It  is  ... n am e  som e th in g  yo u  rem em b e r e xp e rie n c in g  

w ith  fam ily  o r fr ie n d s  th a t m ake s  yo u  sm ile  to  re c a ll
L in e  5  - It  is  th e  m em o ry  o f ... n am e  a  p e rso n  w h o  is  o r h a s  b e e n  

s ig n ific an t to  yo u
L In e  6  - W h o  tau g h t m e  ... 2  ab stra c t  c o n c e p ts  (su c h  a s  

"h o n e sty")
L in e  7  - W h en  h e /sh e  ... re fe r to  som e th in g  th a t p e rso n  d id  th a t 

d isp laye d  th e  q u a lit ie s
L in e  8  - M y  n am e  is  ... yo u r firs t  n am e
L In e  9  - It  m e an s  ... s ta te  th e  m e an in g  
L in e  10  - It  m e an s  ... s ta te  som e th in g  im p o r tan t yo u  b e lie ve  

ab o u t life

Fig u re  3 . N am e  Po em  D irec tio n s a n d  Tem p la te, c rea ted  b y A lic ia  Vá zq u ez , 
Tea c h er, Sa n ta  C la ra  U n ified  S c h o o l D istric t

F ig u re  7 . N g u yen  Tru o n g , 11th  G ra d e  S tu d en t, Ea st S id e  U n io n   
H ig h  S c h o o l D istric t, 2020
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Th e  fo llow in g  F ig u re  7  a re  e xam p le s  (F ig u re s  8  an d  9 ) o f h ow  
stu d e n ts  u se  a r tw o rk  to  e xp re ss  th e ir n am e s, id e n tit ie s, lan g u ag e s, 
an d  c u ltu re s :

“M y n am e  is  E lla . M y C h in ese  c u ltu re  in sp ired  m e  to  tu rn  ea c h  le tte r 
o f m y n am e  in to  som eth in g  m ean in g fu l to  m e. Th e  “E” is  in  red , 
w h ic h  is  c o n sid e red  a  lu c ky co lo r. I in c lu d ed  m y n am e  in  C h in ese, 
“C h en g  Yi L in g ,” w h ic h  m ean s “p ersevera n ce” a n d  “trea su re.” I 
d rew  a  m o o n ca ke, stic ky ric e  w ra p p ed  in  a  b am bo o  lea f, a n d  m y 
fa vo rite, a  steam ed  p o rk  d um p lin g  (x ia o  lo n g  b a o ). Th e  “ll”s  a re  
b am bo o  sta lks th a t p a n da s lo ve  to  ea t a n d  I lo ve  p a n da s. Th e  “a ” is  
in  th e  sh a p e  o f m y C h in ese  zo d ia c  s ig n , th e  o x .”

F ig u re  8 . Wǒ D e  M ín g  Z ì Sh ì E lla  b y E lla  C h en g , 3rd  G ra d e  S tu d en t, Sun n yva le  
S c h o o l D istric t, 2019 

A c t i v i t y  4 :  F a m i l y  T r e e

Th e  Fam ily  Tre e  A c tiv ity  is  in te n d e d  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rstan d  
th e ir fam ily  h is to ry  an d  h ow  m em b e rs  o f th e ir fam ilie s  p lay  a  
ro le  in  th e ir c om m un ity. It  is  e sse n tia l fo r s tu d e n ts  to  u n d e rstan d  
th e  re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th em se lve s, th e ir fam ilie s, an d  th e  
c om m un ity. S tu d e n ts  c re a te  a  Fam ily  Tre e  b y  in te rv iew in g  fam ily  
m em b e rs  an d  re se a rc h in g  th e ir fam ily  h is to ry. Th e y  c an  u se  a  fre e  
d ig ita l tem p la te  from  Fam ilyTre eTem p la te .n e t to  c re a te  th e  Fam ily  
Tre e . S tu d e n ts  c an  re se a rc h  an y  fam ily  m em b e r w h o  w as/is  a  p a r t  
o f th e  c om m un ity  a s  an  em p lo ye e  o r a  vo lu n te e r an d  h ig h lig h t 
h is/h e r c o n trib u tio n s  to  th e  c om m un ity.

W ith  th is  a c t iv ity, te a c h e rs  c an  sh a re  d iffe re n t typ e s  o f fam ily  
s tru c tu re s. It  is  a lso  im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t th e  m em b e rs  an d  
th e ir ro le s  a re  c o n stan tly  e vo lv in g  d u e  to  life  c irc um stan c e s. Fo r 
e xam p le , w h e n  a  fam ily  m em b e r g e ts  m a rrie d  o r h a s  a  b ab y, 
it  c h an g e s  th e  fam ily  s tru c tu re . If som eo n e  m o ve s  to  a  n ew  
c o u n try, th e y  m ay  m ake  n ew  frie n d s  an d  tre a t th e ir n ew  frie n d s  
a s  fam ily  m em b e rs. E a c h  in d iv id u a l h a s  th e  rig h t to  d e te rm in e  
w h o  th e y  c o n s id e r th e ir fam ily  m em b e rs. F ig u re s  10  an d  11  a re  
tw o  e xam p le s  o f a  Fam ily  Tre e :

“Be fo re  m y b ir th , m y p a ren ts v is ited  th e  G o ld en  Tem p le, w h ic h  is  
o n e  o f th e  m o st sa c red  p la ces o f w o rsh ip  fo r S ikh s, to  seek  d iv in e  
b le ssin g s. A fte r I wa s b o rn , m y m o th er d ec id ed  to  n am e  m e  
“M eha r” w h ic h  m ean s "b lessin g " in  Pun ja b i. Th is  is  w h y I d rew  
th e  G o ld en  Tem p le. In d ia  h a s a  ric h  c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  w ith  23 
reco g n ized  la n g ua g es. I h a ve  w ritten  m y n am e in  a  few  o f th em . I 
h a ve  a lso  tried  to  in co rp o ra te  m y tw o  fa vo rite  fe stiva ls, "H o li" a n d  
"D iwa li," a lo n g  w ith  m o u thwa terin g  sam o sa s. I rea lly  fee l I am  
“b lessed ” to  exp erien ce  su c h  a n  am a z in g  c u ltu re.”

F ig u re  9 . B le ssed  b y M eh a r Bh a tia , 5th  G ra d e   S tu d en t, Eve rg reen  S c h o o l 
D istric t, 2019 

F ig u re  11. Fam ily  Tree  b y Th i Ta n g , 12th  G ra d e  S tu d en t, Ea st S id e  U n io n  H ig h  
S c h o o l D istric t, 2020

Fig u re  10. M y O cc up a tio n a l Fam ily  Tree  b y Adh va y Ja g a d eesh , 6th  G ra d e  
S tu d en t, Be rryessa  U n io n  S c h o o l D istric t

https://www.familytreetemplates.net/
https://www.familytreetemplates.net/
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C o n c lu s i o n

Te ac h e rs  a re  in v ite d  to  a c c e ss  th e  te ac h e r-c re a te d  le sso n s  to  
b e tte r u n d e rs tan d  w ays  to  su p p o r t  s tu d e n ts ' p rid e  in  th e ir 
n am e , h e lp  th em  d e ve lo p  th e ir se n se  o f se lf-id e n tity  w h ile  
s im u ltan e o u s ly  b u ild in g  re la t io n sh ip s  w ith  th e ir c om m un ity  in  
a  d is tan c e  le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en t. Th e  SC C O E  o ffe rs  a  fre e  o n lin e  
c o u rse , C u lt u r a l ly  &  L in g u i s t i c a l ly  S u s t a in in g  I n s t r u c t io n  
t h r o u g h  M y  N a m e , M y  Id e n t i t y ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  th e  
in te g ra tio n  o f b o th  c o n te n t p e d ag o g y  an d  te c h n o lo g y. 

We  e n c o u rag e  te ac h e rs  to  e n ro ll (w ww.b it.ly /M NM Ic o u rse ) an d  
a c c e ss  th e  le sso n  m ate ria ls. We  s tro n g ly  b e lie ve  an d  e n c o u rag e  
u s in g  an  a sse t-o rie n te d  ap p ro ac h  in  e n g ag in g  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  
c o -c re a tio n  o f kn ow le d g e . W h en  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rstan d  th e ir 
n am e  an d  se lf-id e n tity, it  w ill le ad  to  s tro n g e r s tu d e n t ag e n c y  
an d  a  m o re  in c lu s ive  le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en t th a t w ill e n ab le  
s tu d e n ts  to  m ake  c h o ic e s  th a t w ill p o s it ive ly  affe c t th em  a s  
le a rn e rs  an d  th e  c la ss  c om m un ity. Bu ild in g  re la t io n sh ip s  an d  
c om m un it ie s  th ro u g h  re se a rc h in g  s tu d e n ts’ n am e s, lan g u ag e s, 
an d  c u ltu re s  a re  c ru c ia l fo r e n g ag in g  th em  in  th e  le a rn in g  
p ro c e ss.

A c k n o w le d g m e n t s

Sp e c ia l a c kn ow le d gm en t to  th e se  c o n te n t ad v iso rs  an d  
re v iew e rs : A n ish a  M u n sh i, Ed .D ., A lic ia  Vázq u e z , G e n a  Pac ad a , 
D e n ise  G ia c om in i, San d h ya  R am an , Ke ysh a  D o u th e rd ,  
an d  S ta c e y  P in n e ke .

N o te s :

Ac ad em ic  se lf-c o n c e p t is  c o n s is te n tly  lin ke d  to  la te r a c h ie vem en t (H u an g , 2011 ; 
Va le n tin e  e t  a l., 2004) an d  e d u c a tio n a l c h o ic e s  (M a rsh  & O ’M ara , 2008 ; Pa rke r e t  a l., 
2014). U n fo r tu n a te ly, th e  kn ow le d g e  an d  sk ills  s tu d e n ts  b rin g  to  sc h o o l a re  o fte n  
n o t c ap ita lize d  o n  b y  s tan d a rd  in stru c tio n a l m e th o d s, an d  a s  a  re su lt, s tu d e n ts  m ay  
n o t v iew  th em se lve s  a s  “a c tive  le a rn e rs,” le ad in g  to  n e g a tive  lo n g -te rm  o u tc om e s.  

R e fe re n c e s

Bo ix  M a is illa , V. & Ja c kso n , A . (2012). Edu ca tin g  fo r g lo b a l com p eten ce, Prep a rin g  o u r 
yo u th  to  en g a g e  th e  w o rld . C o u n c il o f C h ie f S ta te  S c h o o l O ffi c e rs  (C C SSO ) an d  
A s ia  So c ie ty. h ttp s ://a s ia so c ie ty.o rg /fi le s/b o o k-g lo b a lc om p e te n c e .p d f

C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n . (2017). Ro a dm ap  Po lic y : C a lifo rn ia  En g lish  Lea rn er 
Ro a dm ap  S ta te  Bo a rd  o f Ed u ca tio n  Po lic y : Ed u ca tio n a l Pro g ram s a n d  S e rv ic es fo r 
En g lish  Lea rn ers. h ttp s ://w ww.c d e .c a .g o v /sp /e l/rm /e lro adm ap p o lic y.a sp  

H u an g , C . (2011). S e lf-c o n c e p t an d  a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t: A  m e ta-an a ly s is  o f 
lo n g itu d in a l re la t io n s. Jo u rn a l o f S c h o o l Psyc h o lo g y. 49 (5 ), 505–528 . h ttp s ://d o i.
o rg /10 .1016/j.jsp .2011 .07 .001

M arsh , H . W., & O ’M ara , A . J . (2008). S e lf-c o n c e p t is  a s  m u lt id isc ip lin a ry  a s  it  is  
m u lt id im en s io n a l. In  H . W. M a rsh , R . G . C rave n , & D . M . M c In e rn e y  (Ed s.), Se lf- 
p ro cesses, lea rn in g , a n d  en a b lin g  h um an  p o ten tia l. D yn am ic  n ew  a p p ro a ch es  (p p . 
87–115). C h a rlo tte , N C : In fo rm atio n  Ag e .

N a tio n a l C o u n c il o f Te ac h e rs  o f En g lish /In te rn a tio n a l R e ad in g  A sso c ia t io n . (2004). 
W rit in g  an  “I Am ” p o em . Rea d  W rite  Th in k . h ttp ://w ww.re adw rite th in k .o rg /fi le s/
re so u rc e s/le sso n_im ag e s/le sso n 391/I-am -p o em .p d f

N ew  Am e ric an  (2019). Te ac h e r c om p e te n c ie s  th a t p rom o te  c u ltu ra lly  re sp o n s ive  
te ac h in g . h ttp s ://w ww.n ew am e ric a .o rg /e d u c a tio n -p o lic y /re p o r ts/c u ltu ra lly-
re sp o n s ive -te ac h in g /te ac h e r-c om p e te n c ie s-th a t-p rom o te -c u ltu ra lly-
re sp o n s ive -te ac h in g  
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W h e r e  I ’m  F r o m ,  D e  d o n d e  s o y

I am  from  to rtilla s d e  h a rin a  h ec h a s p o r la s m an o s d e  m i m ad re  

from  E l Ro sa l an d  frijo le s re frito s . 

I am  from  th e  C a sa  A zu l C h iq u ita  

in  th e  sm a ll, n o isy  w o o d e n -flo o r h o u se .

I am  from  th e  a lg o d ó n  

d e  tie rra  ca lien te  d e  m i p a d re.

I’m  from  La  Re in a  d e  M éx ico

Tam a les  an d  ca n ta d o  co n  fam ilia  La  G ua da lu p a n a ,

from  Re b e c a  Villa  an d  Je su s  Villa .

I’m  from  th e  ba ile s co n  co n jun to  n o rteñ o

an d  c h a rrea d a s co n  m i a b u e lo  e l C h a rro  H ila rio  Villa ,

from  e l q u e  m ad rug a  D io s lo  a yuda  

an d  la  ca rg a  h a ce  a n d a r e l b u rro  th a t S r. Villa  w o u ld  rem in d  ab o u t.

I’m  from  La  Virg en c ita  d e  G ua da lu p e .

I’m  from  To rran c e  C h ic an a

ca rn e  a sa d a  y  q u esa d illa s

from  th e  Abue lito  H ila rio  w h o  se  lu c ía  en  su  ca b a llo  E l Sa p o  y  su  tra je  d e  c h a rro

th e  Je su s  Villa  a g ric u lto r a lg o d o n ero .

M y  m o th e r ’s  p rid e  an d  jo y  h an g s  ab o ve  h e r c h im n e y :  a  p ic tu re  o f fo u r N ie to s  
C h ris t in a , B ritn e y, N a th an , y  F ran k .  

Yo  so y M a ría  Villa -M á rq u ez .

M a r ía  V i l la -M á r q u e z ,  M .A .
C A BE  D ire c to r o f Pa re n t an d  Fam ily  En g ag em en t
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“ M y  S k i n  W i l l  S t a i n ” :  C e n t e r i n g  D i s c u s s i o n s  o f  R a c e  
a n d  R a c i s m  i n  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  P r o g r a m s

I was a  lo n g -te rm  su b stitu te  te ac h e r in  a  D u a l Lan g u ag e  (D L ) Tran s it io n a l 
K in d e rg a r te n  (TK ) c la ss ro om  su p p o r tin g  

E ste fan ía , a  lig h t-sk in n e d  La tin a  s tu d e n t, 
an d  M ic h ae l, a  d a rk-sk in n e d  B la c k  
Am e ric an  s tu d e n t, w ith  re so lv in g  a  c o n flic t  
w h e n  I w as  rem in d e d  th a t it  is  n e ve r to o  
e a rly  to  ta lk  ab o u t ra c e . A fte r d isc u ss in g  
th e ir th o u g h ts  an d  em o tio n s  re la te d  to  
th e  c o n flic t  an d  b ra in sto rm in g  p o ss ib le  
so lu tio n s, M ic h ae l su g g e ste d  th e y  c o u ld  
c o n c lu d e  th e  c o n ve rsa tio n  b y  sh ak in g  
h an d s. A s  M ic h ae l e x te n d e d  h is  a rm , 
E s te fan ía  p u lle d  aw ay. A fte r w itn e ss in g  
E ste fan ía’s  re ac tio n , M ic h ae l s ta te d , “It  is  
b e c au se  m y  sk in  w ill s ta in  h e rs.” 

In  d isb e lie f, I a ske d  M ic h ae l to  re p e a t h is  
s ta tem en t. H e  sa id , “M y  sk in  w ill s ta in  
h e rs.” H e  w e n t o n  to  say  th a t, b e c au se  h is  
sk in  w as  b la c k  an d  E ste fan ia’s  w as  w h ite , 

h e  w o u ld  s ta in  h e r if h e  to u c h e d  h e r. A s  a  
lig h t-sk in n e d  La tin a , I h e ld  h is  h an d  ag a in st  
m in e  in  an  a ttem p t to  re b u t h is  h yp o th e s is. 
I p o in te d  o u t th a t h is  h an d  w as  n o t 
“s ta in in g ” m in e  an d  th a t it  c o u ld n 't. M ic h ae l 
c o n fe sse d  th a t a  fr ie n d  h ad  to ld  h im  th a t 
h is  sk in  c o u ld  s ta in . I a ssu re d  M ic h ae l th a t 
h is  b la c k  sk in  w as  b e au tifu l. H ow e ve r, I 
w as  w e ll aw a re  th a t p ra is in g  h is  sk in  w as  
in suffi c ie n t to  u n d o  th e  in te rn a lize d  ra c ism  
h e  w as  e xp e rie n c in g  an d  th e  fa c t  th a t h e  
a lre ad y  h ad  n e g a tive  c o n n o ta tio n s  ab o u t 
h is  ra c ia l id e n tity  a t  th e  ag e  o f five .

Im p a c t  o f  R a c e  i n  D L  P r o g r a m s  

Th e  d ive rs ity  p re se n t in  D L  p ro g ram s, 
e sp e c ia lly  in  tw o -w ay  m o d e ls, is  c e le b ra te d  
an d  p o s it ive ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  g row in g  
c ro ss-c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  b e tw e e n  
s tu d e n ts. H ow e ve r, th is  g row in g  e th n ic , 

ra c ia l, lin g u is t ic , an d  so c io e c o n om ic  
d ive rs ity  h a s  b e e n  a c c om p an ie d  b y  
in e q u it ie s  in  a c c e ss, d e live ry  o f se rv ic e s, 
an d  m isp e rc e p tio n s  o f m in o rit ize d  s tu d e n ts  
(C e rvan te s-So o n  e t  a l., 2017). Va ld é s  (1997 ; 
2018) h a s  c au tio n e d  D L  p ro g ram s to  
e q u itab ly  n e g o tia te  th e  d iffe rin g  in te re sts  
o f th e  g ro u p s  th e y  se rve—th o se  w h o  se e k  
D L  p ro g ram s fo r e d u c a tio n a l ju s t ic e  an d  
th o se  w h o  se e k  D L  p ro g ram s fo r e c o n om ic  
b e n e fits  an d  g lo b a l c om p e te n c e . Va ld é s  
a lso  u rg e s  u s  to  c o n s id e r h ow  w e  se rve , 
o r fa il to  se rve , B la c k  s tu d e n ts  w ith in  D L  
p ro g ram s. Th e  re p o r te d  in e q u it ie s, w h ic h  
h ave  ra c e  a s  a  c om m o n  d e n om in a to r, 
h ig h lig h t h ow  D L  p ro g ram s a re  n o t 
im m un e  to  th e  s tra t ific a tio n  o f ra c e  so  
d e e p ly  em b e d d e d  in  th e  fab ric  o f th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s. 

Th e  B la c k  L ive s  M atte r m o vem en t an d  

V e r ó n ic a  G o n z á le z ,  P h .D .
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity–Lo s  A n g e le s
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th e  u nm ask in g  o f sy s tem ic  ra c ism  in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  d u rin g  th e  2020  syn d em ic  
(syn erg istic  ep id em ic )—th e  c o n ve rg e n c e  
o f m u lt ip le  p an d em ic s  in c lu d in g  ra c ism , 
C O VID -19 , an d  th e  e c o n om ic  c ris is—has 
d e b u n ke d  th e  m yth  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
b e in g  a  p o st-ra c ia l so c ie ty. C o n s id e rin g  
th e  im p ac t th a t ra c e  an d  ra c ism  h ave  a t  
e ve ry  le ve l o f o u r so c ie ty, in c lu d in g  D L  
p ro g ram s, a s  D L  e d u c a to rs, w e  m u st a sk  
o u rse lve s : H ow  a re  w e  w o rk in g  tow ard s  
d ism an tlin g  ra c ism  an d  tran s fo rm in g  
so c ie ty? H ow  a re  w e  p re p a rin g  s tu d e n ts  to  
d o  th is  w o rk  a lo n g s id e  u s? We  m u st b e g in  
b y  p ro b lem atiz in g  ra c e  an d  ra c ism  an d  
an a lyz in g  h ow  it  im p ac ts  o u r id e o lo g ie s  
an d  p ra c tic e s. S im u ltan e o u s ly, w e  m u st 
p ro v id e  s tu d e n ts  a t  e ve ry  le ve l o f sc h o o lin g , 
from  TK  to  te ac h e r e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s, 
w ith  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  in te rro g a te  sy stem s 
o f o p p re ss io n .

D L  T e a c h e r s ’ I d e o lo g i e s  o f  R a c e  

A  c om p ara tive  c a se  s tu d y  o f D L  te ac h e rs’ 
an d  s tu d e n ts’ d isc o u rse s  su rro u n d in g  
d iffe re n c e s  su g g e sts  th a t te ac h e rs’ 
c o n c e p tu a liza tio n s  o f ra c e  im p ac t s tu d e n ts’ 
c ro ss-c u ltu ra l a tt itu d e s  (S to lte , 2017). S to lte  
in ve stig a te d  tw o  D L  p ro g ram s an d  fo u n d  
th a t in  th e  D L  p ro g ram  w h e re  te ac h e rs  
em b rac e d  “c o lo r-b lin d  c o lle c t iv ism ”—th e  
m in im iza tio n  o f d iffe re n c e s—stu d e n ts  
w e re  m o re  like ly  to  h ave  n e g a tive  ra c ia l 
a tt itu d e s  ab o u t th o se  o f a  d iffe re n t ra c ia l 
id e n tity  th an  th em se lve s. In  c o n tra st, 
in  th e  D L  p ro g ram  w h e re  te ac h e rs  
d em o n stra te d  “d yn am ic  d isso n an c e”—th e  
p ro b lem atiza tio n  o f d iffe re n c e s—stu d e n ts  
w e re  m o re  in c lin e d  to  h ave  p o s it ive  ra c ia l 
a tt itu d e s  ab o u t th o se  th a t w e re  o f a  
d iffe re n t ra c ia l id e n tity. 

S to lte ’s  s tu d y  h ig h lig h ts  th e  
in te rc o n n e c te d n e ss  b e tw e e n  te ac h e rs’ 
id e o lo g ie s  an d  p ra c tic e s, a s  w e ll a s  th e  
im p ac t th e y  h ave  o n  s tu d e n ts’ p e rc e p tio n s  
o f ra c e . Fu r th e rm o re , o n  th e  to p ic  o f 
D L  te ac h e rs’ id e o lo g ie s  o f ra c e , in  th e  
s tu d y  Beyo n d  La n gua g e : C rit ica l a n d  
Su sta in a b le  So c io c u ltu ra l C om p eten ce  
in  a  D ua l La n g ua g e  Pro g ram  (G o n za le z , 
2020), I e xam in e d  th e  id e o lo g ie s  an d  
p ra c tic e s  o f te ac h e rs  a t  an  a c ad em ic a lly  
h ig h -p e r fo rm in g  D L  p ro g ram  in  re la t io n  
to  c rit ic a l an d  su sta in ab le  so c io c u ltu ra l 
c om p e te n c e . Th ro u g h  c rit ic a l an d  
su sta in ab le  so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e , 
th e  g o a l is  to  c e n te r c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  
w ith in  D L  e ffo r ts  to  e n su re  th a t e q u ity  

is  p la c e d  a t  th e  fo re fro n t an d  su sta in e d  
(C e rvan te s-So o n  e t  a l., 2017). 

F in d in g s  from  th is  s tu d y  
h ig h lig h t th a t o n e  o f th e  
c h a lle n g e s  to  im p lem en tin g  
c rit ic a l an d  su sta in ab le  
so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  is  
th a t te ac h e rs  h ave   
(m is)c o n c e p tio n s  o f ra c e , 
w h ic h  re su lt  in  th e  e ra su re  
o f ra c e  an d  ra c ism . Th e  
re p o r te d  (m is)c o n c e p tio n s  
o f ra c e  in c lu d e  u s in g  ra c e  
an d  c u ltu re  in te rc h an g e ab ly, 
p e rc e iv in g  s tu d e n ts  
a s  ra c ia lly  c o lo rb lin d  
an d  e q u a tin g  th a t a s  a  p o s it ive  sc h o o l 
c h a rac te ris t ic , v iew in g  yo u n g  s tu d e n ts  a s  
n o t h av in g  th e  c ap ac ity  to  d isc u ss  ra c e , 
ra c ia liz in g  lan g u ag e , an d  e q u a tin g  w h ite  
w ith  b e in g  “ve ry  Am e ric an .” 

In  re g a rd s  to  p ra c tic e s, th e se   
(m is)c o n c e p tio n s  o f ra c e  re su lt  in  le sso n s  
th a t p e rp e tu a te  s te re o typ e s, e ra su re  o f 
c rit ic a l c o n ve rsa tio n s  re g a rd in g  ra c e , 
m in im iza tio n  o f ra c ia l in c id e n ts  b e tw e e n  
s tu d e n ts, an d  in  u to p ic  ve rs io n s  o f d ive rs ity  
th a t c e n te r o n  a  to u rist c u rric u lum  ap p ro ac h  
(Pe lo , 2008). Fu r th e rm o re , fin d in g s  a lso  
su g g e st th a t th e  La tin x-c e n trism  p re se n t 
a t  th e  sc h o o l s ite  h om o g e n ize s  th e  La tin x  
c u ltu re  an d  e ra se s  th e  c om p le x ity  o f 
ra c ia l h ie ra rc h ie s  w ith in  La tin  Am e ric a ; 
c o n se q u e n tly, re n d e rin g  in v is ib le  A fro -
La tin id ad  an d  th e  few  B la c k  s tu d e n ts  a t  
th e  sc h o o l. S im ila rly, fin d in g s  from  th e  
c a se  s tu d ie s  d e sc rib e d  h ig h lig h t th e  
u rg e n c y  to  c e n te r d isc u ss io n s  o f ra c e  an d  
ra c ism  w ith in  D L  p ro g ram s s in c e  te ac h e rs’ 
id e o lo g ie s  w o rk  to  p e rp e tu a te  o r d is ru p t 
th e  s tra t ific a tio n  o f ra c e  th ro u g h  th e ir 
p ra c tic e s. 

T a l k i n g  a b o u t  R a c e  i n  B i l i n g u a l  
T e a c h e r  P r e p a r a t i o n  

A s a  b ilin g u a l te ac h e r e d u c a to r, I c e n te r 
d isc u ss io n s  o f ra c e  an d  ra c ism  in  c o u rse s  
to  d e ve lo p  te ac h e r c an d id a te s’ (TC s) 
id e o lo g ic a l c la rity. B y  fo ste rin g  id e o lo g ic a l 
c la rity, th e  g o a l is  fo r TC s  to  n am e  
an d  c o n te st  d om in an t id e o lo g ie s  an d  
h e g em o n ic  p ra c tic e s  th a t g e t re p ro d u c e d  
in  c la ss ro om s (A lfa ro , 2018). I fa c ilita te  
an  a c tiv ity  th a t d raw s o n  th e  M u se um  
o f To le ran c e ’s  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t 
se rie s  o n  ra c e  in  th e  c la ss ro om . Th is  
a c t iv ity  sh e d s  lig h t o n  th e  c om p le x ity  o f 

ra c e  an d  th e  re a lity  o f sy s tem ic  ra c ism  in  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s. F irs t, TC s  a re  in stru c te d  

to  c om p le te  th e  fo llow in g  
s ta tem en t: “Ta lk in g  ab o u t 
ra c e  is  _____.” In  o n e  c o u rse  
o f 16  TC s, th e  m a jo rity  n o te d  
th a t ta lk in g  ab o u t ra c e  w as  
d iffi c u lt, ye t  n e c e ssa ry. Th e  
TC s  w e re  th e n  a ske d  to  sh a re  
th e  ra c e  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  
id e n tify. O u t o f th e  16  TC s, 13  
w e re  n o n -B la c k  La tin x , an d  
th re e  w e re  w h ite . Th e  La tin x  
TC s  s tru g g le d  to  n am e  th e ir 
ra c e  an d  e ith e r sk ip p e d  th e ir 
tu rn  o r sh a re d  th e ir e th n ic ity  
o r n a tio n a lity  b y  s ta t in g  

M e x ic an  Am e ric an , La tin x , o r H isp an ic . O n e  
o f th e  TC s  s ta te d  h e r e th n ic ity  a s  La tin x  
an d  re c o g n ize d  th a t ra c ia lly  sh e  w as  w h ite , 
w h ic h  g ran te d  h e r a  d e g re e  o f p riv ile g e . 
Tw o  o f th e  th re e  w h ite  TC s  id e n tifie d  th e ir 
ra c e  a s  h um an , an d  th e  o th e r TC  sh a re d  
th a t sh e  w as  w h ite  w h ile  in c lu d in g  an  
a c kn ow le d gm en t o f h e r p riv ile g e . 

Th is  le d  to  a  d isc u ss io n  ab o u t h ow  th e  
d iffi c u lty  in  n am in g  o n e 's  ra c e  is  c o n n e c te d  
to  th e  p o lit ic a l an d  so c ia l c o n stru c tio n  
o f ra c e . We  c o lle c t ive ly  b ra in sto rm ed  th e  
im p ac t th a t ra c e  h a s  o n  th e  in st itu tio n  o f 
sc h o o lin g  in  re la t io n  to  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s, 
o r la c k  th e re o f, th a t in d iv id u a ls  h ave  a c c e ss  
to , b a se d  o n  ra c e . TC s  re sp o n se s  in c lu d e d : 
tra c k in g , d isc ip lin e  d isp a rit ie s, in fe rio r 
p e rc e p tio n s, sc h o o l fu n d in g , sc h o o l to  
p riso n  p ip e lin e , re d lin in g , “a c h ie vem en t 
g ap ,” an d  e d u c a tio n  d e b t. Th is  w h o le -c la ss  
b ra in sto rm in g  w as  th e n  fo llow ed  b y  TC s  
d isc u ss in g  th e  im p ac t ra c e  h a s  o n  o th e r 
in st itu tio n s  (e .g ., th e  c o u r t  sy s tem , m ed ia , 
D L  p ro g ram s, h e a lth c a re , p riso n s). 

A n a lyz in g  th e  im p ac t o f ra c e  o n  va rio u s  
in st itu tio n s  sh e d s  lig h t o n  sy stem ic  ra c ism  
an d  th e  fa c t  th a t, a lth o u g h  ra c e  is  a  so c ia l 
an d  p o lit ic a l c o n stru c t, it  p ro fo u n d ly  
im p ac ts  th e  e xp e rie n c e s  o f s tu d e n ts, 
fam ilie s, an d  c om m un it ie s. Th is  a c t iv ity  w as  
a lso  c o u p le d  w ith  a  d isc u ss io n  o f th e  fo u r 
I's  o f o p p re ss io n—id e o lo g ic a l, in s t itu tio n a l, 
in te rp e rso n a l, an d  in te rn a lize d . I h ave  
le a rn e d  from  c e n te rin g  d isc u ss io n s  o f 
ra c e  an d  ra c ism  in  c o u rse s  th a t TC s  n e e d  
to  h ave  a  c rit ic a l aw a re n e ss  o f th e ir 
p o s it io n a lity  c o n c e rn in g  th e ir ra c e . W h ite  
TC s  n e e d  to  a c kn ow le d g e  th e ir ra c e  an d  
th e ir a c c om p an ie d  p riv ile g e , ra th e r th an  
su b sc rib in g  to  th e  “w e  a re  a ll h um an” 
rh e to ric . La tin x  te ac h e rs  a lso  n e e d  to  h ave  
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an  aw are n e ss  o f ra c e  an d  th e  im p ac t o f 
c o lo rism  o n  ra c e  re la t io n s  in  La tin  Am e ric a , 
in c lu d in g  h ow  it  g e ts  tran s la te d  to  th e  
c o n te x t o f U S  ra c e  re la t io n s. 

Th e  a c tiv ity  ab o ve  is  a  m in im a l a ttem p t a t  
c lo s in g  th e  ra c ia l 
lite ra c y  g ap  th a t 
p e rm e ate s  o u r 
so c ie ty. Te ac h e r 
e d u c a tio n  
p ro g ram s m u st 
sy stem atic a lly  
in c lu d e  an a ly s is  
o f ra c e  an d  
ra c ism  so  th a t 
fu tu re  te ac h e rs  
g a in  an  in -d e p th  
u n d e rstan d in g  o f 
ra c ism  an d  h ow  
th e  in st itu tio n s  
in  w h ic h  w e  
p a r t ic ip a te  
re p ro d u c e  it . 
A d d it io n a lly, 
le a rn in g  sp ac e s  
th a t p ro b lem atize  
ra c e  an d  ra c ism  
a re  u rg e n tly  
n e e d e d  fo r a ll e d u c a to rs, in c lu d in g  in -
se rv ic e  te ac h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs, in  
o rd e r to  b e tte r u n d e rs tan d  o u r re la t io n sh ip  
w ith  th is  p ow e r fu l sy s tem  o f o p p re ss io n . 
W ith o u t a  fo u n d atio n a l u n d e rs tan d in g  o f 
sy s tem s o f o p p re ss io n , D L  te ac h e rs  w ill 
la c k  th e  id e o lo g ic a l c la rity  to  id e n tify  an d  
in te rru p t d om in an t id e o lo g ie s  th a t u p h o ld  
ra c ism . 

T a l k i n g  a b o u t  R a c e  i n  a  T K  D L  
C l a s s r o o m  

In  re sp o n se  to  M ic h ae l’s  “m y  sk in  w ill s ta in” 
s ta tem en t, I re c re a te d  th e  c u rric u lum  b y  
c e n te rin g  ra c e  in to  th e  fo llow in g  w e e k ’s  
Sp an ish  Lan g u ag e  A r ts  b lo c k . A t th e  
b e g in n in g  o f th e  ye a r, w h e n  w o rk in g  
tow ard s  b u ild in g  c om m un ity, th e  s tu d e n ts  

e n g ag e d  w ith  th e  te x t  “Th e  
C o lo rs  o f U s” b y  K a re n  K a ts. Th e y  
d isc u sse d  d iffe re n c e s  in  sk in  
c o lo r, a s  w e ll a s  n am e s  th e y  c o u ld  
u se  to  d e sc rib e  d iffe re n t sh ad e s  
o f sk in . M ic h ae l’s  “m y  sk in  w ill 
s ta in” s ta tem en t w as  a  rem in d e r 
th a t d isc u ss io n s  su rro u n d in g  
d iffe re n c e s, su c h  a s  ra c e , m u st 
n o t b e  tau g h t in  iso la t io n  o r so le ly  
a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  ye a r, b u t 
in ste ad , th e y  m u st b e  c e n te re d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  sc h o o l ye a r. I o p te d  
to  u se  “Sk in  Ag a in” b y  b e ll h o o ks  
to  e n g ag e  s tu d e n ts  in  fu r th e r 
c o n ve rsa tio n  ab o u t sk in  c o lo r an d  
ra c ia l d iffe re n c e s. Th ro u g h  th is  
p ow e r fu l te x t, w e  d isc u sse d  h ow  
o u r sk in  is  a  c o ve rin g  th a t o n ly  
te lls  a  sm a ll p a r t  o f o u r id e n tity. 
We  ta lke d  ab o u t h ow  w e  a ll h ave  
a  d iffe re n t sk in  c o ve r th a t is  sp e c ia l 
an d  h ow  th e re  is  a  lo t  m o re  to  

o u r id e n tity. S tu d e n ts  n am ed  th e  c o lo r 
o f th e ir sk in  an d  se le c te d  a  c rayo n  th a t 
m o st c lo se ly  re p re se n te d  th e ir sk in  c o lo r 
to  c om p le te  a  se lf-p o r tra it—stu d e n ts  
sh o u ld  a lw ays  h ave  a c c e ss  to  “m u lt ic u ltu ra l” 
c rayo n s. It  w as  a  p ow e r fu l e xp e rie n c e  to  
lis te n  to  five -ye a r-o ld s  n am e  th e ir sk in  
c o lo r w h ile  a c kn ow le d g in g  th e  d iffe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e ir sk in  an d  th a t o f th e ir p e e rs.

P lan n in g  a  le sso n  o n  ra c e  fo r a  TK  
c la ss ro om  w as  n o t e a sy, an d  it  sh o u ld n ’t  
b e . We  m u st le an  in to  th e  d isc om fo r t  an d  

c h a lle n g e  o u rse lve s  to  c re a te  in te n tio n a l 
sp ac e s  w h e re  w e  d isc u ss  to p ic s  o n  
d ive rs ity  (i.e ., ra c e , e th n ic ity, so c io e c o n om ic  
s ta tu s, g e n d e r, se xu a l o rie n ta tio n , ab ility ) 
th a t h ave  p ro fo u n d  im p lic a tio n s  in  th e  live s  
o f o u r s tu d e n ts. O n e  c h a lle n g e  in  c re a tin g  
th is  le sso n  w as  tran s la t in g  th e  te x t  in to  
Sp an ish  w h ile  c re a tin g  e n o u g h  su p p o r ts  
fo r th e  Sp an ish  Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs  to  a lso  
e n g ag e  in  th e  im p o r tan t c o n ve rsa tio n . 
A n o th e r c h a lle n g e  w as  d e te rm in in g  a  
d e ve lo pm en ta lly  ap p ro p ria te  w ay  fo r 
five -ye a r-o ld  c h ild re n  to  ta lk  ab o u t ra c e . 
N o n e th e le ss, re se a rc h  sh ow s th a t c h ild re n  
b e g in  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  h ie ra rc h y  o f ra c e  
a t  a  ve ry  e a rly  ag e ; th u s, w e  m u st b e g in  
to  c h a lle n g e  n e g a tive  p re ju d ic e s  e a rly  o n  
(Van  Au sd a le  & Fe ag in , 2001). 

I h o p e  th a t M ic h ae l’s  fu tu re  te ac h e rs  w ill 
fu r th e r su p p o r t  h im  in  em b rac in g  h is  
ra c ia l id e n tity  an d  a id  M ic h ae l’s  fr ie n d  in  
u n d e rstan d in g  th a t B la c k  sk in  d o e s  n o t 
s ta in . M ic h ae l n e e d s  to  se e  p e o p le  th a t 
lo o k  like  h im  re p re se n te d  in  th e  s to rie s  
b e in g  re ad . M ic h ae l n e e d s  to  le a rn  ab o u t 
c o lle c t ive  re s is tan c e  an d  th e  p ow e r o f th e  
B la c k  c om m un ity. M ic h ae l n e e d s  to  se e  
B la c k  jo y  b e in g  c e n te re d  in  h is  c la ss ro om . 
M ic h ae l u rg e n tly  n e e d s  u s  to  b e c om e  
an tira c is t  e d u c a to rs  an d  su p p o r t  h im  in  
u n le a rn in g  th e  in te rn a lize d  ra c ism  th a t 
h e  a lre ad y  h o ld s  a t  th e  ag e  o f five . A n d  
M ic h ae l’s  fr ie n d  a lso  n e e d s  th is  from  u s. I 
le ave  yo u  w ith  tw o  fin a l q u e stio n s : H ow  
w ill yo u  su p p o r t  th e  M ic h ae ls  in  yo u r 
c la ss ro om ? H ow  w ill yo u  c e n te r B la c k  L ive s  
M atte r in  yo u r w o rk? 
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D e a r  S u n  M a i d e n  

M a r ía  G .  M e jo r a d o , P h .D .
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity—Sac ram en to

To  th e  Su n  M a id e n ’s  b e au ty  an d  p rid e  
R ad ia tin g  p e r fe c t io n  an d  g o ld e n  lo c ks  
It  is  n o t “ju st  g rap e s  an d  su n sh in e”  
A s  s ta te d  o n  yo u r litt le  re d  b o x .

If o n ly  g rap e s  an d  su n sh in e  suffi c e d  
Th e n  th e y ’d  s im p ly  rem a in  o n  th e  v in e  
Fo liag e  n e e d in g  o n ly  to  b e  e xc ise d  
To  le t  th e  su n  sh rin k  th em  in to  sw e e t ra is in s  fin e .

Th e  o n ly  tru th  o n  yo u r litt le  re d  b o x    
Is  th e  o ve rp ow e rin g  su n  h e a tin g  m o re  
M ixe d  w ith  d ir t  an d  g n a ts  o n ly  m o c ks  
M ak in g  a  d ir ty  jo b  d ir t ie r th an  b e fo re . 

H ow  d o  th e y  g e t in to  yo u r litt le  re d  b o x? 
M o st d o n ’t  kn ow ; o th e rs  d o n ’t  c a re . 
D o n e  b y  th o se  w ith  few  o p tio n s  an d /o r n o  d o c s  
O th e rs  o n ly  se e  c h e ap  lab o r th e re

I kn ow  h ow  th e y  g o t in to  yo u r litt le  re d  b o x . 
I kn ow  w h o  w o rks  an d  p lays  th e  p a r t. 
I kn ow  th a t s to ry  b y  h e a r t. 
Fo r in  th a t p ro c e ss, I to o k  p a r t.

It  is  b e in g  aw ake n e d  a t  th e  c ra c k  o f d aw n .  
Fe e t to u c h in g  th e  c o ld  lin o le um  flo o r 
W h e re  t ile s  a re  th e re  n o  m o re  
To r t illa s  frag ran t, r ic e , an d  b e an s, p ro te in  fo r th e  
p o o r. 

It  is  p u tt in g  o n  p ro te c tive  c lo th in g  to  c o n fro n t 
Sw a rm s o f w asp s  an d  b la c k  w id ow s th a t h id e  
Lo n g  s le e ve s, p an ts, an d  g lo ve s  u p fro n t 
R e g a rd le ss  o f th e  100  d e g re e s  th a t o n ly  rise .

M om  c om b ats  w asp s  b rave ly. 
A  b row n  p ap e r tray  lit  w ith  a  m atc h . 
L ike  a  kn ig h t, sh e  ra ise s  h e r sw o rd  d a ily. 
A n d  th e  h ive  fa lls  an d  is  sm ash e d .

“Wh e re ’s  yo u r h a t?” 
“G o  g e t it  b ac k .” 
“Pu t it  o n  yo u r h e ad  n ow ; it ’s  n o  jo ke .” 
H e r o n ly  w ay  to  p ro te c t  h e r c h ild re n  from  h e a ts tro ke .

I d e live r p ap e r tray s  a t  m y  fam ily ’s  b e c k  an d  c a ll. 
“W h e re ’s  th e  w ate r?” I h e a r from  a fa r  
Th e  o n e -g a llo n  g la ss  ju g  I ke e p  in  th e  sh ad e .  
A t ag e  5 , m y  jo b  is  to  h e lp  m y  fam ily  h yd ra te .

I le a rn  n o t to  d rin k , 
Fo r th e re  is  n o  p la c e  to  sq u a t to  take  a  le ak , 
U n like  m y  b ro th e rs, w h o  s im p ly  s tan d , p o in t, an d  a im . 
Th e re ’s  n o th in g  w o rse  th an  p e e  ru n n in g  d ow n  m y  le g .

C é sa r C h áve z  b e c om e s  m y  h e ro  
Fo r h e  w in s  p o r ta  to ile ts  in  th e  fie ld s.  
“C a re fu l, M ijita , d o n ’t  w an t lo s  ran c h e ro s  to  kn ow   
O r w e  m ay  n o t h ave  th e ir fie ld s  to  to il tom o rrow .”

P ic k in g  g rap e s  take s  sk ill 
Th e  sh a rp n e ss  o f th e  kn ife  re ve a ls  
L ig h t h an d s  c a tc h  c lu ste rs  g e n tly  
E xp e rie n c e d  o n e s  m o ve  th em  q u ic k ly.

H e ad  h om e  e ac h  d ay  a fte r 500  tray s  
R e tu rn  to  tu rn  th em  in  7  m o re  d ays  
N ew  p ap e r o ve r d rie d  an d  fl ip  aw ay  
Fo r g rap e s  to  d ry  an d  sw e e te n  fo r th e  Su n  M a id e n  to d ay.

R e tu rn  in  an o th e r 5  d ays, w e ’re  to ld . 
In to  la rg e  c ig a re tte s, w e  th e n  ro ll, 
Th e n  ag a in  in to  sn u g  sn a ils  
F ille d  w ith  th e  sw e e t tre a ts  to  in h a le .

P la c e  o n to  a  s low -m o v in g  tra c to r h o is te d  
D rive n  to  Bo n n e r Pac k in g  H o u se  to  b e  in vo ic e d  
Wash e d  an d  d rie d , th e n  p o u re d   
In  yo u r litt le  re d  b o xe s  fo r se llin g  a t  s to re s.

D u sty, h u n g ry, th irs ty, an d  t ire d  
R ac e  to  th e  sh ow e r b e fo re  w e  re t ire  
O ld e st  g o e s  firs t ; h e  h a s  a  d a te  to  m ake  
O th e rs  fo llow ; I’m  le ft  la s t  to  p a tty-c ake .

In to  th e  o ld  w ash e r, d ir ty  c lo th e s  tan g le  
M om  rin se s  an d  ru n s  th em  th ro u g h  th e  h an d -c ran ke d  m an g le .  
E a c h  item  p in n e d  o n  s te e l w ire s  h an g s  an d  d an g le s. 
Th e re ’s  so  m u c h  fo r w h ic h  to  b e  th an kfu l.

Sh e  re tu rn s  to  c o o k  b e an s  an d  ric e .  
R o lls  o u t fre sh  to r t illa s  fo r h e r h u n g ry  b u n c h , 
Th e n  ag a in  in  th e  m o rn in g  to  p ac k  o u r lu n c h .  
D e a r M iss  Su n  M a id e n , I te ll yo u  n o  lie ,

It ’s  N O T  ju st  g rap e s  an d  su n sh in e !!!
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M y  J o u r n e y  i n  S p a n i s h  L a n g u a g e  
A c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a d e r s h i p  
a s  a n  A f r i c a n -A m e r i c a n  W o m a n

te ac h e r an d  a  Jap an e se  te ac h e r w h o  
c o -tau g h t o u r c la ss. M o n d ay  th ro u g h  
Th u rsd ay, a ll in s tru c tio n  w as  in  En g lish , 
an d  o n  F rid ays, le sso n s  in  re ad in g , w rit in g , 
m ath em atic s, sc ie n c e , an d  th e  a r ts  w e re  a ll 
in  Jap an e se . I c le a rly  rem em b e r le a rn in g  
m ath em atic s  u s in g  an  ab ac u s, w rit in g  
Jap an e se  le tte rs  in  in k  o n  ric e  p ap e r, 
re ad in g  Jap an e se  s to rie s, s tru g g lin g  w ith  
o rig am i, an d  le a rn in g  ab o u t Jap an e se  d ays  
o f h o n o r, c e le b ra tio n , an d  re sp e c t. Fo r m y  
e ig h th  b ir th d ay, I re c e ive d  m y  firs t  k im o n o  
an d  o b i. D u rin g  th is  t im e , I a lso  s ta r te d  m y  
Jap an e se  d o ll c o lle c t io n . I v iv id ly  rem em b e r 
th e  jo y  I e xp e rie n c e d  le a rn in g  a  se c o n d  
lan g u ag e  an d  a  n ew  c u ltu re  w h ile  liv in g  
in  a  b e au tifu l an d  d iffe re n t c o u n try. Th is  
e n ric h in g  e xp e rie n c e  tran s fo rm ed  m e  a s  a  
p e rso n  an d  a s  a  life lo n g  lan g u ag e  le a rn e r.

A cqu irin g  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  is  a  
life lo n g  p u rsu it  an d  n o t an  e n d e avo r 
th a t o c c u rs  in  iso la t io n , n o r so le ly  in  

a  c la ss ro om  e n v iro nm en t fo r a  se t  p e rio d  
o f t im e . Le a rn in g  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  is  an  
o n g o in g , im m e rs ive  e xp e rie n c e  d e vo te d  
to  c om p re h e n d in g , sp e ak in g , re ad in g , 
an d  w rit in g  th e  lan g u ag e , a s  w e ll a s  
u n d e rstan d in g , ap p re c ia t in g , an d  e n g ag in g  
w ith  th e  c u ltu re s, p e o p le , an d  p la c e s  
w h e re  th e  lan g u ag e  is  sp o ke n .

If yo u  a re  an  A fric an -Am e ric an , En g lish -
o n ly  sp e ake r, th is  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  
p u rsu it  is  u n iq u e . If th e  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  
is  n o t sp o ke n  in  yo u r h om e , an d  lan g u ag e  
m o d e ls  a re  n o t re ad ily  ava ilab le , yo u r 
jo u rn e y  is  a  c h a lle n g e—one  th a t is  
d e lib e ra te , p u rp o se fu l, an d  m e an in g fu l. 

A s  a  fem a le , A fric an -Am e ric an , d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a to r, I sh a re  m y  p e rso n a l 
e xp e rie n c e s  in  le a rn in g  Sp an ish  a s  a  
se c o n d  lan g u ag e , e ve n tu a lly  le ad in g  an  
aw ard -w in n in g  D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  
an d  se tt in g  a  le g ac y  fo r o th e r p ro g ram s 
a c ro ss  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty, C a lifo rn ia .

M y  S t o r y

M y lan g u ag e  a c q u is it io n  jo u rn e y  b e g an  
a s  a  c h ild  le a rn in g  Jap an e se  in  a  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  c la ss ro om  a t M atth ew  C . Pe rry  
E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l, a  D e p a r tm en t o f 
D e fe n se  S c h o o l in  Iw aku n i, Jap an . M y  
fa th e r ’s  c a re e r in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  N av y  
le d  u s  to  a  fo u r-ye a r s t in t  in  Jap an , w h e re  
I a tte n d e d  firs t  th ro u g h  fo u r th  g rad e s. A ll 
w e e k , w e  w e re  tau g h t b y  an  Am e ric an  

M ic h e le  R .  D e a n , E d .D .
C a lifo rn ia  Lu th e ran  U n ive rs ity
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A fte r liv in g  in  Jap an , w e  m o ve d  to  O xn a rd , 
C a lifo rn ia , w h e re  m y  fa th e r w as  tran s fe rre d  
to  Po in t M u g u  N ava l A ir S ta tio n  in  Ve n tu ra  
C o u n ty. A s  a  s tu d e n t g row in g  u p  d u rin g  
th e  Sp u tn ik  e ra , w h e n  m an y  sc h o o ls  b e g an  
o ffe rin g  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  a t  
th e  e lem en ta ry  le ve l, I a tte n d e d  K am a la  
E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l in  th e  O xn a rd  S c h o o l 
D is tric t, w h e re  I w as  fo r tu n a te  to  c o n tin u e  
le a rn in g  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e—th is  t im e  
Sp an ish . B e c au se  o f m y  e xp o su re  to  
le a rn in g  Jap an e se , I em b rac e d  le a rn in g  
an  ad d it io n a l lan g u ag e , an d  I c le a rly  
rem em b e r m y  s ta rrin g  ro le  a s  C a p eru c ita  
Ro ja  in  o u r fi fth -g rad e  c la ss ro om  p lay !

M y  Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  c o n tin u e d  
from  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l in to  m id d le  sc h o o l 
an d  th ro u g h  fo u r ye a rs  o f h ig h  sc h o o l. 
O n c e  I d e c id e d  to  p u rsu e  m y  p ass io n  an d  
b e c om e  a  te ac h e r, th e  n a tu ra l n e x t s te p  
w as  to  s tu d y  Sp an ish  in  c o lle g e  to  e n h an c e  
m y  in stru c tio n a l c ap ac ity  an d  c u ltu ra l 
aw a re n e ss  an d  to  c o n tin u e  e n jo y in g  
le a rn in g  lan g u ag e s. I kn ew  I w as  d e stin e d  
to  b e c om e  a  b ilin g u a l te ac h e r.

S e r v i n g  a s  a  B i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r ,  
A d m in i s t r a t o r ,  a n d  R o le  M o d e l

A fte r e a rn in g  a  b ac h e lo r ’s  d e g re e  an d  
b ilin g u a l te ac h in g  c re d e n tia l, I w as  
fo r tu n a te  to  se rve  a s  a  b ilin g u a l e lem en ta ry  
te ac h e r fo r a lm o st tw e n ty  ye a rs, c o n tin u in g  
to  d e ve lo p  Sp an ish  o ra l sk ills , b ilite ra c y, 
an d  b ic u ltu ra l aw a re n e ss. A s  a  T it le  V II 
Fe llow , I e a rn e d  m y  m aste r ’s  d e g re e  an d  
adm in is tra t ive  se rv ic e s  c re d e n tia l w ith  an  
em p h as is  in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , p re p a rin g  
m e  to  le ad  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s a t  th e  sc h o o l 
an d  d is tric t  le ve ls.

S e rv in g  a s  a  b ilin g u a l te ac h e r affo rd e d  m e  
n um e ro u s  e d u c a tio n a l an d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t o p p o r tu n it ie s. O n e  c a re e r 
h ig h lig h t w as  w o rk in g  a s  a  c la ss ro om  
c o n su ltan t fo r th e  We ste rn  A re a  R e g io n  
o f S c h o la st ic  Pu b lic a tio n s  d u rin g  th e  
d e ve lo pm en t o f th e ir in au g u ra l re ad in g  
se rie s, L ite ra c y  P la c e /So la re s  an d  Tran s it io n  
K it. Fo r th re e  ye a rs, I sh a re d  m y  b ilin g u a l 
th ird  g rad e rs’ c la ss ro om  im p lem en ta tio n  
e xp e rie n c e s  u s in g  th e  S c h o la st ic  m ate ria ls  
an d  to u te d  th e  q u a lity  an d  e ffe c tive n e ss  
o f th e se  w e ll-d e ve lo p e d  b ilin g u a l lite ra c y  
p ro g ram s.

A fte r tw e n ty  ye a rs  a s  a  b ilin g u a l te ac h e r, 
I se rve d  in  m u lt ip le  p o s it io n s  a t  th e  
adm in is tra t ive  le ve l: m id d le  sc h o o l 
a ss is tan t p rin c ip a l, d is tric t  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t adm in is tra to r, an d  
e lem en ta ry  p rin c ip a l fo r e ig h t ye a rs  a t  a  
T it le  I sc h o o l w ith  a  90 :10  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram  stran d . Th is  sc h o o l, M o n ta lvo  
E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l in  th e  Ve n tu ra  U n ifie d  
S c h o o l D is tric t, s ta r te d  th e  firs t  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  in  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty. (Th e  
Ve n tu ra  U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric t  n ow  h as  
a  P re K-12  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram .) A s  an  
A fric an -Am e ric an  w om an  an d  a  se c o n d  
lan g u ag e  le a rn e r, I w as  p ro u d  o f th is  
u n iq u e  le ad e rsh ip  o p p o r tu n ity. In  2007 , 
w e  re c e ive d  th e  T it le  I A c h ie v in g  S c h o o ls  
Aw ard  from  th e  C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t 
o f Ed u c a tio n  fo r a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t. 
Th e n , in  2011 , o u r d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  
w as  th e  firs t  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty  sc h o o l to  
e a rn  th e  C A BE  Se a l o f E xc e lle n c e ! W h ile  
p rin c ip a l a t  M o n ta lvo  E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l, 
I e a rn e d  a  d o c to ra te . Ye s, a s  yo u  m ay  
h ave  g u e sse d , m y  d isse r ta t io n  w as  o n  
d u a l lan g u ag e , h ig h  e xp e c ta tio n s, an d  
a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t!

B u i ld i n g  C a p a c i t y  a s  a  L i f e l o n g  
S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r

Re fle c tin g  o n  m y  th ir ty-se ve n  ye a rs  
a s  a  b ilin g u a l p u b lic  sc h o o l e d u c a to r, 
I c an  se e  th a t m y  lo ve  o f lan g u ag e , 
p e o p le , an d  c u ltu re  h a s  re su lte d  in  an  
e x trao rd in a ry  jo u rn e y. A s  a  u n ive rs ity  
fa c u lty  m em b e r w o rk in g  in  te ac h e r 
e d u c a tio n , I ad v ise  te ac h e r c an d id a te s  to  
p u rsu e  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
to  e n h an c e  th e ir te a c h in g  
c ap ac ity, in s tru c tio n a l 
kn ow le d g e , an d  c u ltu ra l 
aw a re n e ss. A s  th e  F ie ld  
P la c em en t D ire c to r, 
I se c u re  an d  c o n firm  
te ac h e r c an d id a te s  fo r 
k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h  
12 th -g rad e  s tu d e n t 
te ac h in g  p la c em en ts  in  
d u a l lan g u ag e  c la ss ro om s 
a c ro ss  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty  
sc h o o l d is tric ts. 

To  m o d e l life lo n g  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g , 
I a tte n d  an  an n u a l sum m e r lan g u ag e  
e n ric hm en t c o u rse  fo r u n ive rs ity  fa c u lty  
m em b e rs. A s  a  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty  C A BE  
C h ap te r m em b e r, I ad vo c a te  fo r d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s an d  p lan  o u r an n u a l 
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t c o n fe re n c e . I 
re c e n tly  se rve d  a s  a  c o n fe re n c e  p lan n e r 
fo r th e  2020  Ve n tu ra  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f 
Ed u c a tio n  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Sum m it.

I a lso  c o n tin u e  to  p ra c tic e  m y  Sp an ish  
an d  p rom o te  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  b y  d o in g  
b ilin g u a l p re se n ta tio n s, c o n d u c tin g  
c om m un ity  se rv ic e  p ro je c ts, su c h  a s  
p a re n t w o rksh o p s, an d  re ad in g  b ilin g u a l 
b o o ks  d u rin g  B la c k  H is to ry  M o n th . I’ve  
a lso  tau g h t Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  c la sse s  fo r 
A fric an -Am e ric an  c h ild re n  v ia  o u r N AAC P  
Sa tu rd ay  S c h o o l an d  b e g in n in g  c la sse s  in  
Sp an ish  fo r ad u lts  a t  lo c a l B la c k  c h u rc h e s. 

C om m itte d  to  p rom o tin g  th e  va lu e , b o th  
p e rso n a lly  an d  p ro fe ss io n a lly, o f le a rn in g  
a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  an d  th e  s tre n g th s  an d  
s ig n ific an c e  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n , 
I am  p ro u d  to  sp e ak  ab o u t d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s an d  th e ir im p ac t a c ro ss  Ve n tu ra  
C o u n ty. Th e  m om en tum  th a t b e g an  w ith  
o n e  p ro g ram  a t M o n ta lvo  E lem en ta ry  
S c h o o l h a s  e xp an d e d  to  tw e n ty-se ve n  
p ro g ram s a c ro ss  th e  c o u n ty  an d  c o n tin u e s  
to  g row . W h at s ta r te d  a s  a  c h ild h o o d  
jo y  h a s  e vo lve d  in to  a  life lo n g  jo u rn e y  
o f le a rn in g  Sp an ish , an d  I lo o k  fo rw a rd  
to  c o n tin u in g  to  em b rac e  th e  lan g u ag e , 
su p p o r t  s tu d e n t lan g u ag e  le a rn in g , an d  
e n h an c e  th e  live s  o f m an y  th ro u g h  se c o n d  
lan g u ag e  a c q u is it io n . 
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E r e s  e l  e s p e j o ,  Y o u  A r e  t h e  M i r r o r

S h i r a  S a n d e l l ,  M .A .
P io n e e r E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l,  
E sc o n d id o  U n io n  S c h o o l D is tric t

E re s  e l e sp e jo  
En  e l re fle jo  ve o  

E ste  m om en to  p re c io so  
U n a  v id a  lle n a  d e  c u e n to s  
La  e sp e ran za  p a ra  m añ an a  

Pe ro  m ás  q u e  n ad a  
Ve o  u n  u n ive rso  
Tu  u n ive rso  

E l u n ive rso  q u e  ilum in as  
C o n  c ad a  re sp ira c ió n

Yo u  a re  th e  m irro r 
In  th e  re fle c tio n , I se e  
Th is  p re c io u s  m om en t 

A  s to rie d  life  
Th e  h o p e  fo r tom o rrow  
Bu t m o re  th an  an y th in g  

I se e  a  u n ive rse  
Yo u r u n ive rse  

Th e  u n ive rse  yo u  illum in a te  
W ith  e ve ry  b re a th

Th is p o em  is  d ed ica ted  to  m y 2019-2020 D ua l La n g ua g e  Pro g ram  c la ss o f 24  seco n d -g ra d e  
stu d en ts. Po e try  wa s a  fo c u s d u rin g  th e  yea r, a n d  m y stu d en ts listen ed  to  a n d  rea d  p o etry, w ro te  
th e ir ow n  p o em s, a n d  m em o rized  a n d  p erfo rm ed  th em . M y stu d en ts w ere  rea d y a n d  lo o k in g  
fo rwa rd  to  p e rfo rm in g  a t th e  C a lifo rn ia  C en te r fo r th e  A rts in  E sco n d id o  o n  M a rc h  22n d , b u t 
a ll p e rfo rm an ces w ere  ca n ce led  d u e  to  C O VID -19. M y stu d en ts a n d  th e ir fam ilie s in sp ired  a n d  
am a zed  m e  a ll yea r—esp ec ia lly  d u rin g  o u r d ista n ce  lea rn in g  from  M a rc h  to  Ju n e. 

—Sh ira  Sa n d e ll.

Ph o to  b y Bea te  Ba chm ann , Wa llp a p ersC ra ft/P ixa b a y
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D u a l  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n —A c c e s s ,  E q u i t y ,  a n d  
E x c e l l e n c e :  A  L i b e r a t o r y  D e s i g n  F r a m e w o r k

C r i s t in a  A l f a r o ,  P h .D .
San  D ie g o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity

O ly m p ia  K y r ia k id i s ,  E d .D .
San  D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n

Exce llen ce  w ith o u t eq u ity  is  m ed io c rity, a n d  eq u ity  w ith o u t 
exce llen ce  is  a n  o xym o ro n . (Jo h n so n , 2019).

T his ye a r, 2021 , m a rks  th e  40 th  
an n ive rsa ry  o f th e  lan dm ark  
C a stañ e d a  v. P ic ka rd  (1981) fe d e ra l 

c o u r t  c a se  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s. A lth o u g h  
th e  C a stañ e d a  v. P ic ka rd  c a se , in  m an y  
in stan c e s, h a s  b e e n  d is re g a rd e d  b y  
a c ad em ic s, e d u c a tio n a l le ad e rs, an d  
p ra c tit io n e rs, th is  w as  th e  firs t  an d  m o st 
s ig n ific an t c o u r t  c a se  th a t p ro v id e d  fe d e ra l 
g u id e lin e s  (lis te d  b e low ) fo r ad vo c a te s, 
law ye rs, an d  O ffi c e  o f C iv il R ig h ts  (O C R ) o n  
th e  m in im um  re q u irem en ts  to  im p lem en t 
an  e ffe c tive  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram :

• Th e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram  
m u st b e  "b ase d  o n  so u n d  e d u c a tio n a l 
th e o ry."

•  Th e  p ro g ram  m u st b e  "im p lem en te d  
e ffe c tive ly  w ith  re so u rc e s  fo r 
p e rso n n e l, in s tru c tio n a l m ate ria ls, an d  
sp ac e ."

• A fte r a  tr ia l p e rio d , th e  p ro g ram  m u st 
b e  "p ro ve n  e ffe c tive  in  o ve rc om in g  
lan g u ag e  b a rrie rs."

A t th e  40 th  an n ive rsa ry, w e  take  th is  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  re fle c t o n  th e  p a st  a s  w e  
p re p a re  fo r th e  fu tu re , u s in g  C a stañ e d a  
v. P ic ka rd  to  in te rro g a te  th e  p re se n t 
c o n d it io n  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  
c rit ic a lly  an d  to  e xp lo re  w h at is  n e e d e d  
to  (re )c o n c e p tu a lize  h ig h -q u a lity  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram m in g  w ith  a c c e ss  an d  
e q u ity  a t  th e  c o re  (A lfa ro  & H e rn án d e z , 
2016). Lan g u ag e  p o lic y  an d  p o lit ic s  h ave  
b e c om e  e sse n tia l to o ls  fo r m an ip u la tio n , 
n o t o n ly  w ith in  th e  n a tio n  an d  s ta te s, b u t 
a lso  w ith in  so c ia l an d  p o lit ic a l e n tit ie s, 
an d  p lay  a  c e n tra l ro le  in  th e  c o n c e p tio n  
an d  p e rp e tu a tio n  o f u n ifie d , h om o g e n o u s  
id e o lo g ie s  (Sh o h am y, 2006). Th is  a r t ic le  
fo c u se s  o n  fu r th e rin g  th e  th e o re tic a l 
an d  p ra c tic a l u n d e rs tan d in g  o f lan g u ag e  
p o lic y  im p lem en ta tio n  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram m in g  th ro u g h  th e  u tiliza t io n  o f 
th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk .

L i b e r a t o r y  D e s i g n  F r a m e w o r k

D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s h ave  s te ad ily  
in c re a se d  in  p o p u la rity  a c ro ss  th e  n a tio n  
fo r n um e ro u s  re a so n s. A s  th e se  p ro g ram s 
a re  d e ve lo p e d  an d  im p lem en te d , e q u ity  
c h a lle n g e s  o fte n  em e rg e  if th e re  is  a  w e ak  
d e s ig n  o r im p lem en ta tio n  p ro c e ss  o r if 
th a t p ro c e ss  la c ks  a  s tro n g  e q u ity  le n s. 
Fo r d is tric ts  o r sc h o o ls  to  su c c e ss fu lly  
im p lem en t d u a l lan g u ag e  p o lic y  an d  
p ro g ram s th a t lift  En g lish  Le a rn e rs’ 
o u tc om e s, th e y  n e e d  an  e q u ity-fo c u se d  
p ro c e ss  to  fa c ilita te  c h an g e  an d  rem o ve  
sy stem ic  b a rrie rs. L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  is  
a  c o n tin u o u s  im p ro vem en t p ro c e ss  to  
ad d re ss  e q u ity  c h a lle n g e s  an d  fa c ilita te  
c h an g e  e ffo r ts  in  c om p le x  sy stem s. 
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  N a tio n a l Eq u ity  P ro je c t ’s  
w e b s ite , it  is  b o th  a  p ro c e ss  an d  a  p ra c tic e  
to : 

•  C re a te  d e s ig n s  th a t h e lp  d is ru p t 
in e q u ity  an d  in c re a se  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r 
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th o se  m o st im p ac te d  b y  o p p re ss io n ;
• Tran s fo rm  p ow e r b y  sh ift in g  th e  
re la t io n sh ip s  b e tw e e n  th o se  w h o  
h o ld  p ow e r to  d e s ig n  an d  th o se  
im p ac te d  b y  th e se  d e s ig n s ;

• G e n e ra te  c rit ic a l le a rn in g  an d  
in c re a se d  ag e n c y  fo r th o se  in vo lve d  in  
th e  d e s ig n  w o rk .

Th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  is  
ad ap te d  from  th e  D -Sc h o o l’s  d e s ig n  
th in k in g  p ro c e ss  an d  th e  N a tio n a l Eq u ity  
P ro je c t ’s  e q u ity  le ad e rsh ip  d e ve lo pm en t 
ap p ro ac h . Th e  c o re  p u rp o se  o f L ib e ra to ry  
D e s ig n  is  to  c re a te  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r 
h um an -c e n te re d  d e s ig n  th ro u g h  an  
a c c e ss-an d -e q u ity  le n s. Ed u c a to rs  
u tiliz in g  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  a re  g u id e d  
to  fo c u s  o n  th e  n e e d s  o f th e  e n d -u se r.  
In  th e  c a se  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  
d e s ig n , th e  e n d -u se rs  a re  s tu d e n ts  an d  
th e ir fam ilie s, w ith  p a r t ic u la r a tte n tio n  
c e n te re d  o n  En g lish  Le a rn e rs’ n e e d s  an d  
e xp e rie n c e s. D e s ig n e rs  n o tic e  an d  re fle c t 
o n  th e  id e n tit ie s, e xp e rie n c e s, an d  b ia se s  
th e y  b rin g  to  a  d e s ig n  o p p o r tu n ity  an d  
c o n s id e r th e  b ro ad e r h is to ric a l c o n te x t o f 
o p p re ss io n  an d  o p p o r tu n ity  in h e re n t in  
e d u c a tio n a l sy s tem s.

Ed u c a to rs  c an  fa c ilita te  L ib e ra to ry  
D e s ig n  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f a  p ra c tic a l 
to o l, L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  C a rd s, w h ic h  
c an  b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  N a tio n a l Eq u ity  
P ro je c t ’s  w e b s ite , h ttp s ://w ww.
n atio n a le q u ityp ro je c t.o rg /fram ew o rks/
lib e ra to ry-d e s ig n  an d  o n  S tan fo rd ’s  sc h o o l 
w e b s ite , h ttp s ://d sc h o o l.s tan fo rd .e d u /
re so u rc e s/lib e ra to ry-d e s ig n -c a rd s. D iv id e d  
in to  tw o  se c tio n s, th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  
C a rd s  in c lu d e  1 ) T h e  L ib e r a t o r y  D e s ig n  
P r o c e s s , a  fle x ib le  p ro c e ss  th a t in c lu d e s  
th e se  s tag e s : N o tic e/Reflec t, S ee  th e  System , 
Em pa th y, D efin e, Pro b e, Pro to typ e, an d  Test; 
an d  2 ) E q u i t y  L e a d e r s h ip  H a b i t s , w h ic h  
h e lp  th e  e d u c a tio n a l d e s ig n e r to  su r fa c e  
p a r t ic u la r b e lie fs, v a lu e s, an d  s tan c e s  to  
g ro u n d  an d  fo c u s  th e ir d e s ig n  p ra c tic e  
to  in c re a se  o u tc om e s  fo r h is to ric a lly  
ra c ia lize d  an d  u n d e rse rve d  s tu d e n ts. Som e  
e xam p le s  o f th e  Eq u ity  Le ad e rsh ip  H ab its  
in c lu d e : Pra c tic e  S e lf Awa ren ess, Fo c u s 
o n  H um an  Va lu es, Em b ra ce  C om p lex ity, 
an d  Bu ild  R e la tio n a l Tru st . Th e  L ib e ra to ry  
D e s ig n  m in d se ts  g u id e  th e  e d u c a tio n a l 
d e s ig n e r to  c re a te  in te n tio n a l-s tra te g ic  
tran s fo rm atio n  th ro u g h  in q u iry, in ve n tio n , 
an d  re in ve n tio n .

Fo r a p a rt from  in q u iry, a p a rt 
from  th e  p ra x is, in d iv id ua ls 
ca n n o t b e  tru ly  h um an . 
Kn ow led g e  em erg es o n ly  
th ro ug h  in ven tio n  a n d  re -
in ven tio n , th ro u g h  th e  re s tle ss, 
im p atie n t, c o n tin u in g , h o p e fu l 
in q u iry  h um an  b e in g s  p u rsu e  
in  th e  w o rld , w ith  th e  w o rld , 
an d  w ith  e ac h  o th e r (F re ire , 
1970).

Fo r F re ire  (1970), th e  c o n stru c tio n  o f 
kn ow le d g e  – p a r t ic u la rly  b y  an d  w ith  
ra c ia lize d  p o p u la tio n s  – m u st e vo lve  
o rg an ic a lly  th ro u g h  a  h um an iz in g  p rax is  
an c h o re d  in  th e  vo ic e s, se n s ib ilit ie s, an d  
th e  c o n te x tu a l re a lit ie s  o f th e  c om m un it ie s  
w e  se rve . Th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  c a rd s  
c an  b e  c u stom ize d  an d  u tilize d  to  m atc h  
e ac h  sc h o o l c om m un ity ’s  c o n te x t, 
p ro v id in g  a  p ro c e ss  to  e xp lo re  sy stem ic  
o p p re ss io n  an d  d is ru p t in e q u it ie s. G ive n  
th is, th e   L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  
c o h e s ive ly  a lig n s  to  th e  p ro b lem atiz in g  
p ro c e ss  p re se n te d  b y  F re ire  (1993) a s  a  
w ay  to  an a lyze  an d  m o ve  aw ay  from  th e  
c o lo n iza tio n  o f th e  m in d  an d  a s  a  p a thw ay  
to  d e ve lo p in g  id e o lo g ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss, 
a c t io n  s te p s, an d  tran s fo rm atio n .

F r e i r e ’s  P r o b le m a t i z i n g  P r o c e s s

Fre ire  (1993) rem in d s  u s  th a t “te ac h in g  
an d  le a rn in g  in  sc h o o ls  c o n stitu te s  a  
p o lit ic a l a c t  t ie d  to  th e  id e o lo g ic a l fo rc e s  
th a t o p e ra te  o n  b e h a lf o f th e  d om in an t 
c la ss. Ed u c a tio n  n e ve r is , h a s  b e e n , o r 
w ill b e  a  n e u tra l e n te rp rise” (p . 127 ). 
Th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  is  th e  
an c h o r n e e d e d  to  c o n n e c t th e  id e o lo g ic a l 

w ith  th e  p e d ag o g ic a l, p ro g ram m atic , 
c u rric u la r, an d  e va lu a tive  d im en s io n s  fo r 
e s tab lish in g  a c c e ss, e q u ity, an d  e xc e lle n c e  
in  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. M o re  o fte n  
th an  n o t, e d u c a to rs  p e rc e ive  th e  fo c u s  
o n  d e e p e n in g  id e o lo g ic a l c la rity  an d  
e d u c a tio n  p o lit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  a s  le ss  
e sse n tia l th an  th e  o b je c tive  o f a c ad em ic  
a c h ie vem en t an d  th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f 
b ilin g u a lism  an d  b ilite ra c y  (A lfa ro , 2018 ; 
F re ire , 2016 ; Pa lm e r & M ar tin e z , 2013). 
G ive n  th is, w e  fin d  o u rse lve s  a t  th e  c e n te r 
o f a  tran s fo rm ative  e ra , in  b o th  th e o ry  an d  
p ra c tic e . Th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  
p ro p e ls  u s  to  in te rro g a te  o u r b e lie fs  in  
o rd e r to  c o n fro n t ra c ism , c la ss ism , se x ism , 
an d  lin g u ic ism  th a t p o te n tia lly  im p ac t th e  
q u a lity  o r la c k  th e re o f in  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s. F re ire  (1993) in tro d u c e d  th e   
p ro b lem atiz in g  p ro c e ss, w h e re  c rit ic a l 
c o n ve rsa tio n s  s ta r t  w ith  th e  fo llow in g  
p ro b lem atiz in g  q u e stio n s :

1 . W h at is  th e  p ro b lem /s itu a tio n ?
2 . W h at is  th e  c o n te x t o f th e  p ro b lem /
s itu a tio n ?

3 . W h at a re  m y  lim it  s itu a tio n s/
p a ram e te rs?

4 . W h at a re  m y  p o te n tia l lim it  a c ts/
ac tio n s?

5 . W h o  a re  m y  p o te n tia l a lia se s?
6 . W h at a re  th e  re so u rc e s  ava ilab le ?

In  th is  d ia lo g ic a l p ro c e ss, it  is  im p e ra tive  
to  re a lize  th e  th ird  q u e stio n : W h at a re  
m y  lim it  s itu a tio n s/p a ram e te rs? It  is  ke y  
to  re c o g n iz in g  h ow  m u c h  re sp o n s ib ility  
an  e d u c a to r c an  re a lis t ic a lly  a ssum e . 
F re ire  (1993) c au tio n e d  e d u c a to rs  to  
e n g ag e  th e ir w o rk  b y  c a re fu lly  e xam in in g  
w h o  an d  w h at g e ts  in  th e  w ay  o f 
tran s fo rm ative  a c t io n  to  fig u re  o u t h ow  
to  w o rk  w ith , a ro u n d , an d  th ro u g h  th e  

https://www.nationalequityproject.org/frameworks/liberatory-design
https://www.nationalequityproject.org/frameworks/liberatory-design
https://www.nationalequityproject.org/frameworks/liberatory-design
https://dschool.stanford.edu/resources/liberatory-design-cards
https://dschool.stanford.edu/resources/liberatory-design-cards
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sy stem . A c c o rd in g  to  F re ire  (2005), th e  
lim it  s itu a tio n s  in  an d  o f th em se lve s  d o  
n o t c re a te  a  c lim ate  o f h o p e le ssn e ss, b u t 
h ow  th e  lim it  s itu a tio n s  a re  p e rc e ive d  a t  
an y  g ive n  h is to ric a l m om en t. Th is  p ro c e ss  
p re p a re s  e d u c a to rs  to  c o n te st  in e q u it ie s  in  
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  an d  to  e n g ag e  
in  ad vo c ac y  w o rk  an d  re se a rc h  a s  an  
o u tc om e  o f th e ir e n la rg e d  id e o lo g ic a l 
c la rity  an d  c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss. In  
th is  n e x t se c tio n , w e  d e sc rib e  h ow  w e  
h ave  im p lem en te d  th is  fram ew o rk  to  
re c o n c e p tu a lize  o u r w o rk  an d  re se a rc h  in  
th is  t im e  o f p o lit ic a l u n re st  an d  so c ie ta l 
u n c e r ta in ty.

D i s t r i c t  a n d  S i t e  D e s i g n  a n d  
Im p le m e n t a t i o n  o f  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
P r o g r a m s

Th e  San  D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n ’s  
(SC D O E ) M u lt ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  an d  
G lo b a l A c h ie vem en t D e p a r tm en t 
(M EG A ) h a s  e xp lo re d  th e  ap p lic a tio n  
o f L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  a s  a  p ow e r fu l to o l 
in  b u ild in g  th e  c ap ac ity  o f d is tric ts  to  
p ro v id e  a c c e ss  an d  e q u ity  to  q u a lity  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  
is  a  p ow e r fu l to o l th a t su p p o r ts  d is tric ts  
an d  sc h o o ls  to  u n d e rstan d  th e  n e e d s  o f 
th e  s tu d e n ts, fam ilie s, an d  c om m un it ie s  
th e y  se rve  th ro u g h  p ra c tic e s  su c h  a s  
em p ath y  in te rv iew s, fo c u s  g ro u p s, 
an d  s tu d e n t sh ad ow in g . A s  sc h o o ls  
e xp lo re  th e ir sy s tem s, a  fu n d am en ta l 
p ro b lem  o fte n  id e n tifie d  is  th e  la c k  
o f au th e n tic  s take h o ld e r in p u t in  th e  
d e s ig n  an d  im p lem en ta tio n  p ro c e ss. 
A  la c k  o f em p ath y  fo r th e  fam ilie s  an d  
s tu d e n ts  ke e p s  th e  fo c u s  o f le ad e rsh ip  
o n  th e  w ro n g  d rive rs  in  d e s ig n in g  an d  
im p lem en tin g  p ro g ram s. Fo r e xam p le , 
a  sc h o o l m ay  d e s ig n  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s in  o rd e r to  in c re a se  th e ir 
e n ro llm en t. In  u s in g  th is  typ e  o f d rive r, 
th e y  m ig h t d e s ig n  to  a ttra c t  fam ilie s  from  
ac ro ss  th e  c o u n ty, ig n o rin g  th e  n e e d s  o f 
th e  fam ilie s  an d  s tu d e n ts  in  th e ir ow n  
sy stem . A  re su lt  m ig h t b e  an  u n b a lan c e d  
tw o -w ay  p ro g ram  w ith  a  h ig h  p o p u la tio n  
o f En g lish -o n ly  s tu d e n ts  an d  in ad e q u ate  
se rv ic e s  fo r En g lish  Le a rn e rs.

In  u s in g   L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n , a  d is tric t  
te am  c re a te s  a  sp ac e  fo r th o se  c lo se st  to  
th e  p ro b lem  (h is to ric a lly  ra c ia lize d  an d  
u n d e rse rve d  s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir fam ilie s) in  
th e  d e s ig n  an d  im p lem en ta tio n  p ro c e ss. 
Fo r d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s, a  su c c e ss fu l 
d e s ig n  te am  in c lu d e s  re p re se n ta tio n  

from  En g lish  Le a rn e r s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir 
fam ilie s. B y  ke e p in g  th e  fo c u s  o f th e  
d e s ig n  te am  o n  th e  n e e d s  o f En g lish  
Le a rn e rs, a  d is tric t  w o u ld  like ly  lan d  o n  
th e  rig h t typ e  o f d rive r, su c h  a s  d e s ig n in g  
an d  im p lem en tin g  re se a rc h -b ase d , 
tw o -w ay  m o d e ls  to  im p ro ve  b ilite ra c y  
an d  a c ad em ic  o u tc om e s  fo r th e ir En g lish  
Le a rn e rs. Th ro u g h  th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  
p ro c e ss, th e  d e s ig n  te am  c o n tin u e s  to  
fo c u s  o n  th e  n e e d s  o f th e ir En g lish  Le a rn e r 
s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tire  d e s ig n  
an d  im p lem en ta tio n  p ro c e ss, e n su rin g  
a  q u a lity  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  w ith  
s tro n g  a c ad em ic  an d  b ilite ra c y  o u tc om e s  
fo r a ll s tu d e n ts.  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n :  
D u a l  L a n g u a g e  T e a c h e r  P r e p a r a t i o n

San  D ie g o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity ’s  (SD SU ) 
D e p a r tm en t o f D u a l Lan g u ag e  an d  
En g lish  Le a rn e r Ed u c a tio n  h a s  h is to ric a lly  
b e e n  a  le ad e r in  th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f 
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a to rs, w h e re  F re ire ’s  
p ro b lem atiz in g  p ro c e ss  h a s  b e e n  a  d riv in g  
fo rc e  in  h ow  c u rric u lum  is  d e ve lo p e d  
an d  im p lem en te d . M o re o ve r, w e  p re p a re  
te ac h e rs  in  a  b in a tio n a l an d  b ilin g u a l 
c o n te x t d u e  to  o u r p ro x im ity  to  th e  
M e x ic o  b o rd e r an d  o u r c om m itm en t to  
se rv in g  th e  54 ,000  s tu d e n ts  w e  sh a re  
b e tw e e n  C a lifo rn ia  an d  Ba ja  C a lifo rn ia , 
M e x ic o  (A lfa ro  & G án d a ra , in  p re ss). Th e  
L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  h a s  b e e n  
an  ad d e d  d im en s io n  to  o u r c u rre n t w o rk  
in  e d u c a to r p re p a ra tio n , a s  w e ll a s  in  
th e  a re a  o f p re p a rin g  g lo b a lly  c o n sc io u s  
c it ize n s  a t  th e  u n ive rs ity  le ve l. We  m a in ta in  
th a t it  is  in suffi c ie n t an d  in ap p ro p ria te  to  

s tre n g th e n  p ro sp e c tive  d u a l lan g u ag e  
te ac h e rs’ te a c h in g  c om p e te n c e  w ith o u t 
e q u a lly  ad d re ss in g  d om in an t id e o lo g ie s  
an d  a sym m e tric a l p ow e r re la t io n s. 
Fu r th e rm o re , g ive n  th e  h e g em o n ic  n a tu re  
o f p a st  an d  c u rre n t p o lit ic a l id e o lo g ie s, 
m an y  p ro sp e c tive  te ac h e rs  h ave  like ly  
u n c o n sc io u s ly  d e ve lo p e d  d e fic it  v iew s  
o f h is to ric a lly  ra c ia lize d  s tu d e n ts. G ive n  
th is, te a c h e r c an d id a te s  typ ic a lly  e n te r 
b ilin g u a l te ac h e r c re d e n tia l p ro g ram s 
w ith o u t e ve r h av in g  h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  d e c o n stru c t  th e ir u n c o n sc io u s  
id e o lo g ie s  an d  fre e  th e ir m in d s  from  
h e g em o n ic  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g  
p ra c tic e s  (E k , Sán c h e z , & C e re c e r, 2013). 
We  su b sc rib e  to  th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  
F ram ew o rk  th a t c h a lle n g e s  th e  n o tio n  
o f e d u c a tio n  a s  a  m o n o lith ic  c o n stru c t. 
In s te ad , w e  v iew  it  a s  th e  b a lan c in g  o f 
a sym m e tric a l p ow e r re la t io n s  em b ed d e d  
in  c om p le x  so c io lin g u is t ic , so c io c u ltu ra l 
an d  so c io p o lit ic a l re la t io n s  an d  te n s io n s. 
M o re o ve r, w e  re c o g n ize  th e  im p o r tan c e  o f 
a  s tra te g ic  a llian c e  to  c o llab o ra tive ly  w o rk  
an d  c o n d u c t re se a rc h  w ith  id e o lo g ic a lly  
a lig n e d  e d u c a tio n  p a r tn e rs, su c h  a s  c o u n ty  
offi c e s  o f e d u c a tio n  an d  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (C A BE ), 
in  o rd e r to  h ave  an  e xp an d e d  im p ac t an d  
tran s fo rm ative  p ow e r.

M u l t i l i n g u a l  C a l i f o r n i a  P r o j e c t  
(M C A P ) A l l i a n c e

Th e  San  D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f 
Ed u c a tio n ’s  M EG A  d e p a r tm en t an d  San  
D ie g o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity ’s  D e p a r tm en t 
o f D u a l Lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish  Le a rn e r 
Ed u c a tio n  h ave  b e n e fite d  fo r d e c ad e s  
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from  a  s tro n g  c o llab o ra tive  re la t io n sh ip  
an d  a  h is to ric a l tra je c to ry  in  su p p o r tin g  
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  in  San  D ie g o  
C o u n ty. Th is  re la t io n sh ip  h a s  re c e n tly  
e xp an d e d  to  th e  SD SU  In te rn a tio n a l 
Affa irs  d iv is io n  w ith  a  sh a rp  fo c u s  o n  
p re p a rin g  g lo b a lly  c o n sc io u s  c it ize n s. 
SD C O E  an d  SD SU  a re  tw o  im p o r tan t 
m em b e rs  o f th e  n ew  M u ltilin g u a l 
C a lifo rn ia  P ro je c t  A llian c e  (MCAP). Th e  MCAP 
A llian c e  is  a  p ow e r fu l c o llab o ra tive  le d  
b y  th e  C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  o f B ilin g u a l 
Ed u c a tio n  (C A BE ), a s  p a r t  o f an  E a rly  
Wo rkfo rc e  In ve stm en t G ran t to  su p p o r t  
th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f th e  C a lifo rn ia  
En g lish  Le a rn e r R o adm ap  ac ro ss  C a lifo rn ia . 
O th e r ke y  a llian c e  p a r tn e rs  in c lu d e  th e  
O ran g e  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n , th e  
Bu tte  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n , F re sn o  
Su p e rin te n d e n t o f S c h o o ls, San  B e rn a rd in o  
C o u n ty  Su p e rin te n d e n t o f S c h o o ls, an d  
th e  We x fo rd  In st itu te . Th is  p ow e r fu l 
a llian c e  h a s  a  b ro ad  re ac h  a c ro ss  C a lifo rn ia  
an d  th e  p o te n tia l to  lift  th e  im p o r tan c e  

o f m u lt ilin g u a lism  th ro u g h o u t C a lifo rn ia’s  
e d u c a tio n a l sy s tem s from  Pre K  th ro u g h  
20 . Bu ild in g  o ff  th e  w o rk  th a t b e g an  in  
San  D ie g o  C o u n ty, th e  M C AP  A llian c e  
c h o se  th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  
to  g u id e  th e  g ran t a c t iv it ie s  b e c au se  o f its  
p o te n tia l to  d is ru p t e d u c a tio n a l sy s tem s 
an d  su p p o r t  tran s fo rm atio n a l c h an g e . 
M o re  th an  s ix ty  sc h o o l d is tric ts  a c ro ss  
th e  s ta te  w ill p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  M C AP  
A llian c e , an d  th ro u g h  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n , 
th e y  w ill im p lem en t th e  En g lish  Le ae rn e r 
R o adm ap  Prin c ip le s  q u a lity  m u lt ilin g u a l 
p ro g ram s in  th e ir sy s tem s. Th e  M C AP  
A llian c e  se rve s  a s  a  p ow e r fu l n e tw o rk  o f 
s ta tew id e  e xp e r ts  fu e le d  b y  th e  p o lit ic a l 
c om m itm en t to  c o n stru c t  to g e th e r 
th e  kn ow le d g e , s tru c tu re s, in s t itu tio n s, 
an d  re la t io n sh ip s  n e c e ssa ry  to  fo rg in g  
c u ltu ra lly  an d  lin g u is t ic a lly  d em o c ra tic  
le a rn in g  c om m un it ie s  to  c o n tin u e  to  
sh ap e  C a lifo rn ia’s  m u lt ilin g u a l fu tu re .

S u m m a r y

D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s h ave  
d em o n stra te d  th a t e xc e lle n t o u tc om e s  
a re  p o ss ib le  fo r b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  (B ake r 
& W rig h t, 2017 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry  & 
G e n e se e , 2010 ; M o n tru l, 2013 ; So lte ro , 
2016 ; F lo re s  & G a rc ia , 2017). Th e re fo re , 
it  is  in c um b en t am o n g  u s  to  c o n tin u e  
to  s tre n g th e n  th e  w ays  w e  d e s ig n  
p ro g ram s, c u rric u lum , an d  a sse ssm en ts. 
L ikew ise , w e  n e e d  to  im p ro ve  h ow  w e  
p re p a re  e d u c a to rs, a t  a ll le ve ls, w h o  a re  
n o t o n ly  h ig h ly  sk ille d  in  th e ir c o n te n t 

a re a s, b u t w h o  a re  a lso  g lo b a lly  an d  
c rit ic a lly  c o n sc io u s  an d  kn ow le d g e ab le  
ab o u t th e  so c io p o lit ic a l is su e s  th a t im p ac t 
s tu d e n ts’ c h an c e s  fo r a c ad em ic  an d  life  
su c c e ss. In  th e  40  ye a rs  s in c e  th e  lan dm ark  
C a stañ e d a  v. P ic ka rd  (1981) fe d e ra l c o u r t  
c a se , b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  in  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  h a s  g o n e  th ro u g h  m an y  id e o lo g ic a l 
d e b a te s  an d  p o lit ic a l re p e rc u ss io n s, an d  
it  h a s  h ad  som e  su c c e ss.  Th is  a r t ic le  
d e sc rib e s  h ow  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  se rve s  
a s  a  p ow e r fu l to o l to  g u id e  u n ive rs ity, 
s ite , an d  d is tric t  le ad e rsh ip  to  d e s ig n , 
im p ro ve , an d  re fin e  th e ir d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s th ro u g h  a  s tro n g  a c c e ss-an d -
e q u ity  le n s.  Fu r th e rm o re , w e  e xp lo re d  
th e  in te rse c tio n  o f th e  h is to ric a l, p o lit ic a l, 
th e o re tic a l, an d  p ra c tic e  p e rsp e c tive s  
th a t p ro v id e  c om p re h e n s ive  e xam p le s  o f 
h ow  th e  L ib e ra to ry  D e s ig n  F ram ew o rk  
a id s  th e  n av ig a tio n  a ro u n d  an d  th ro u g h  
h e g em o n ic , an ti-im m ig ran t so c io p o lit ic a l 
id e o lo g ie s  th a t h ave  m ad e  th e ir w ay  in to  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram m in g  (A lfa ro , 2018). 

Po s ite d  th ro u g h o u t th is  d isc u ss io n  h a s  
b e e n  a  w ay  o f kn ow in g  th a t c o n s id e rs  
tran s fo rm atio n  an d  em p ow e rm en t o n ly  
p o ss ib le  th ro u g h  a  su sta in e d , lib e ra to ry  
p ro c e ss  th a t in te n tio n a lly  an d  c o n s is te n tly  
a c kn ow le d g e s, d raw s o n , an d  g ive s  
e xp re ss io n  to  h is to ric a lly  ra c ia lize d  an d  
u n d e rse rve d  c om m un it ie s. M o re o ve r, th is  
p ro c e ss  in vo ke s  a  la rg e r em an c ip a to ry  
p ro je c t, o n e  th a t d e ra ils  h e g em o n ic  
id e o lo g ie s  an d  p ra c tic e s  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n .
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I n t r o d u c t i o n :   C a l i f o r n i a  D u a l  
L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

C a lifo rn ia  is  o n e  o f th e  le ad in g  s ta te s  w h e n  
it  c om e s  to  im p lem en tin g  d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  (D LE ). In  2011 , th e re  w e re  229  
D LE  sc h o o ls  (C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f 
Ed u c a tio n , 2018), an d  c u rre n tly, th e re  
a re  o ve r 500  D LE  sc h o o ls  in  C a lifo rn ia  
(C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l 
Ed u c a tio n , 2019). A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  (2018), 
th e  n um b e r o f D LE  p ro g ram s c o n tin u e s  
to  in c re a se , an d , th ro u g h  th e  G lo b a l 
C a lifo rn ia  2030  in it ia t ive , d u a l im m e rs io n  
sc h o o ls  a re  an tic ip a te d  to  g row  tow ard  
a  ta rg e t o f 1 ,600  p ro g ram s in  th e  s ta te  
w ith in  th e  n e x t d e c ad e . W h en  P ro p o s it io n  
58  p a sse d  in  2016 , it  re p e a le d  P ro p o s it io n  
227 , a llow in g  sc h o o ls  to  p lan  an d  p ro v id e  
a  va rie ty  o f p ro g ram s to  su p p o r t  En g lish  
Le a rn e rs, n o t o n ly  fo r En g lish  p ro fic ie n c y  
b u t a lso  fo r p ro fic ie n c y  in  m u lt ip le  
lan g u ag e s  (Bu e n ro stro , 2018). Th e  u lt im ate  
g o a l fo r s tu d e n ts  is  to  e a rn  an d  re c e ive  
a  S e a l o f B ilite ra c y  o n  th e ir h ig h  sc h o o l 
d ip lom a  to  d em o n stra te  p ro fic ie n c y  a s  
b ilin g u a l-b ilite ra te  in d iv id u a ls  in  tw o  (o r 
m o re ) lan g u ag e s. A d d it io n a l sc h o o ls  n ow  
se e k  to  p ro v id e  s im ila r o p p o r tu n it ie s  
fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts  b y  g ran tin g  a c c e ss  to  

le a rn in g  in  m u lt ip le  lan g u ag e s. W h e th e r a  
n ew  o r e s tab lish e d  D LE  p ro g ram , le ad e rs  
se e k  to  h ave  a  su c c e ss fu l p ro g ram  to  
p re p a re  s tu d e n ts  fo r tw e n ty-firs t-c e n tu ry  
c o lle g e  an d  c a re e r re ad in e ss. R e se a rc h  
su g g e sts  th a t in  o rd e r to  a c c om p lish  an  
e xem p la ry  D LE  p ro g ram , it  m u st h ave   
“o n g o in g  se lf-re fle c tio n  an d  e va lu a tio n  to  
p rom o te  c o n tin u a l im p ro vem en t” (H ow ard  
e t  a l., 2018 , p . 29 ). M o st im p o r tan tly, th e  
in p u t o f a ll s take h o ld e rs  m u st b e  in c lu d e d  
to  g u id e  th e  c h an g e s  th a t n e e d  to  b e  
m ad e  (H ow ard  e t  a l., 2018). Th is  s tu d y  
in vo lve s  p ro g ram  se lf-e va lu a tio n  b y  
e d u c a to r-s take h o ld e rs  o f a  lo n g stan d in g  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram , d em o n stra tin g  a  
c om m itm en t to  o n g o in g  re fin em en t an d  
im p ro vem en t.

D u a l  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

C a lifo rn ia  is  h om e  to  va rio u s  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  m o d e ls. Am o n g st 
th e  m o st c om m o n  a re  th e  50 :50  an d  
90 :10  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  m o d e ls, w h ic h  
a re  h ig h ly  su p p o r te d  b y  re se a rc h  an d  
a re  d em o n stra te d  to  b e  m o st e ffe c tive  
(H ow ard  e t  a l., 2018 ; Th om as  & C o llie r, 
2017). Th e  50 :50  m o d e l p ro g ram  b e g in s  
an d  e n d s  w ith  te ac h in g  a c ad em ic  su b je c ts  
50% in  En g lish  an d  50% in  th e  p a r tn e r, o r 

ta rg e t lan g u ag e , id e a lly  from  K  th ro u g h  
12 th  g rad e , w h ile  th e  90 :10  m o d e l s ta r ts  
w ith  th e  p a r tn e r lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  
a t  90%, w ith  10% in stru c tio n  in  En g lish  
in  K in d e rg a r te n . In  th e  90 :10  m o d e l, th e  
En g lish  lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  g rad u a lly  
in c re a se s  th ro u g h o u t e ac h  g rad e  le ve l b y  
10% e ac h  ye a r w h ile  in stru c tio n  in  th e  
p a r tn e r lan g u ag e  d e c re a se s  b y  10% e ac h  
ye a r in  e ac h  g rad e  le ve l. Th is  c o n tin u e s  
u n til b o th  lan g u ag e s  m e e t in  th e  m id d le  
(typ ic a lly  b y  th e  in te rm ed ia te  g rad e s), an d  
s tu d e n ts  a re  tau g h t 50% in  En g lish  an d  
50% in  th e  p a r tn e r lan g u ag e  u n til th e y  
g rad u a te  from  th e  p ro g ram  (Th om as  & 
C o llie r, 2012). D LE  p ro g ram s a lso  in vo lve  
a  o n e -w ay  o r tw o -w ay  ap p ro ac h ; th e  
d iffe re n c e  is  d e p e n d e n t o n  th e  p o p u la tio n  
o f th e  s tu d e n ts  th e y  se rve  (H ow ard  
e t  a l., 2018). In  a  o n e -w ay  ap p ro ac h , 
a  lin g u is t ic a lly  h om o g e n e o u s  g ro u p  
o f s tu d e n ts  e n te r w ith  p ro fic ie n c y  in  a  
lan g u ag e  o th e r th an  En g lish  (H ow ard  e t  a l., 
2018). H ow e ve r, in  a  tw o -w ay  p ro g ram , th e  
p e rc e n tag e  o f s tu d e n ts  w ith  p ro fic ie n c y  in  
th e  p a r tn e r lan g u ag e  an d  th e  p e rc e n tag e  
o f s tu d e n ts  w ith  p ro fic ie n c y  in  En g lish  a re  
a lm o st e q u a l (H ow ard  e t  a l., 2018 ; F re em an , 
F re em an , & M e rc u ri, 2018). Th e  50 :50  m o d e l 
is  re fle c te d  in  th e  fo c u s  d is tric t  id e n tifie d   
in  th is  s tu d y.

A le s h a  M o r e n o -R a m í r e z ,  M .A .
Lan g u ag e  & L ite ra c y  C o n su ltan t
Tu la re  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n

E ls ie  S o l i s -C h a n g , E d .D .
Po in t Lom a  N aza re n e  U n ive rs ity  

R e v i s i t ,  R e f o c u s ,  
a n d  R e fi n e :  I n v i t i n g  
S t a k e h o l d e r  I n p u t  f o r  
C o n t i n u o u s  I m p r o v e m e n t  
o f  a n  E s t a b l i s h e d  D u a l  
L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  
P r o g r a m
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T h e  S t u d y

Th is  a r t ic le  e xp lo re s  th e  jo u rn e y  o f an  
e stab lish e d , n e a rly  tw o -d e c ad e s-o ld  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram  in  a  C a lifo rn ia  
C e n tra l Va lle y  d is tric t. U s in g  th e  G u id in g  
P rin c ip le s  fo r D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  
(G PD LE ) a s  p a r t  o f e d u c a to r c o llab o ra tio n  
an d  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g , th e  in ve stig a to rs  
s tu d ie d  th e  d is tric t 's  ap p ro ac h  to  im p ro v in g  
th e ir 50 :50  p ro g ram  o n  th re e  le ve ls : 
re v is it in g , re fo c u s in g , an d  re fin in g . Th e  
re se a rc h  an sw e re d  th e  fo llow in g  q u e stio n : 
H ow  c an  w e  le ve rag e  th e  e xp e r t ise  o f 
[e d u c a to r] s take h o ld e rs  to  c o n tin u o u s ly  
im p ro ve  an  e x is t in g  D LE  p ro g ram ?

D i s t r i c t  B a c k g r o u n d

Lam o n t E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l D is tric t  (LESD ) is  
lo c a te d  in  a  ru ra l c om m un ity  in  th e  C e n tra l 
Va lle y  o f C a lifo rn ia  an d  w as  e stab lish e d  in  
1894 . Th is  d is tric t ’s  r ic h  h e ritag e  c o n s is ts  
o f fam ilie s  from  th e  D u st Bow l m ig ra tio n  
in  th e  1930s  (LESD , 2020).  L E SD  is  h om e  
to  3 ,023  s tu d e n ts. O f th e se  s tu d e n ts, 98% 
a re  H isp an ic , an d  58% a re  id e n tifie d  a s  
En g lish  Le a rn e rs  (C D E , 2019). LE SD  h as  fo u r 
sc h o o ls : th re e  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o ls  an d  o n e  
m id d le  sc h o o l, an d  a ll sc h o o ls  h ave  a  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  s tran d . Th e  LESD  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Ed u c a tio n  p ro g ram  b e g an  in  2001  a t  o n e  
o f th e  e lem en ta ry  s ite s  an d  h as  e xp an d e d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  ye a rs. Th e  LESD  D LE  
p ro g ram  fo llow s  a  tw o -w ay, 50 :50  ap p ro ac h  
w h e re  th e  s tu d e n ts  le a rn  h a lf o f th e  t im e  
th ro u g h  Sp an ish  an d  th e  o th e r h a lf th ro u g h  
En g lish . Th e ir D LE  p ro g ram  u se s  a  s tan d a rd -
b ase d  c u rric u lum  th a t d e ve lo p s  th e ir 
s tu d e n ts’ c ap ac it ie s  a s  b ilin g u a l, b ilite ra te , 
an d  m u lt ic u ltu ra l in d iv id u a ls. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s

Th e  s tu d y  in c lu d e d  41  e d u c a to rs, in c lu d in g  
31  te ac h e rs, five  c o ac h e s  o r Te ac h e rs-o n -
Sp e c ia l A ss ig nm en t/A c ad em ic  (TO SA s), 
fo u r adm in is tra to rs, an d  tw o  d ire c to rs. A ll 
p a r t ic ip an ts  in  th is  a r t ic le  w ill b e  id e n tifie d  
a s  e d u c a to rs. Th e  p a r t ic ip an ts  sp e c ific a lly  
in vo lve d  th o se  e d u c a to rs  w h o  se rve  in  
LE SD ’s  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  p ro g ram . 
LESD  d u a l lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  c o n s is ts  
o f a  te am -tau g h t, tw o -w ay  50 :50  m o d e l 
from  K  th ro u g h  7 th  g rad e s, in  w h ic h  o n e  
te ac h e r a t  e a c h  g rad e  le ve l p ro v id e s  En g lish  
in stru c tio n  in  sp e c ific  c o n te n t a re a s, an d  
th e  p a r tn e r te ac h e r o ffe rs  in stru c tio n  in  th e  
ta rg e t lan g u ag e  o f Sp an ish . 

D a t a  C o l l e c t i o n  a n d  A n a ly s i s

Th is  s tu d y  u se d  th e  m ixe d  m e th o d s  
ap p ro ac h  an d  c o lle c te d  d a ta  from  e d u c a to rs  
th ro u g h  va rio u s  su rve ys  an d  q u e stio n n a ire s  
u s in g  a  L ike r t  sc a le . Th e  d a ta  w e re  
c o lle c te d  b e fo re , d u rin g , an d  a fte r th e  th re e  
sc h e d u le d  in -p e rso n  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  
se ss io n s  an d  la te r an a lyze d . S e lf-e va lu a tio n s  
fo r th re e  o f th e  se ve n  s tran d s  in c lu d e d  
w ith in  th e  G PD LE  w e re  u se d  to  re fle c t u p o n  
th e  d is tric t ’s  D LE  p ro g ram  im p lem en ta tio n : 
1 ) P ro g ram  S tru c tu re , 2 ) C u rric u lum , an d  3 ) 
In stru c tio n . U s in g  th e  G PD LE , p a r t ic ip a tin g  
e d u c a to rs  o ffe re d  in p u t to  su p p o r t  th re e  
a sp e c ts  o f im p ro vem en t:

R e v is it : E xam in e  th e  e x is t in g  d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram

Re fo c u s : A p p ly  th e  g u id in g  p rin c ip le s  to  
in fo rm  th e  le n s  fo r e d u c a to r re fle c tio n  an d  
p ro g ram  se lf-e va lu a tio n  

R e fin e : Le ve rag e  s take h o ld e r in p u t an d  d a ta  
an a ly s is  to  p lan  fo r im p ro vem en t o f th e  
e x is t in g  D LE  p ro g ram

P r o f e s s i o n a l  L e a r n i n g

Pa r t ic ip an ts  in  th e  s tu d y  e xp e rie n c e d  
fa c ilita te d  c o n ve rsa tio n s  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  in vo lv in g  th re e  c om p o n e n ts : 1 ) 
re ad in g  a ro u n d  th e  th re e  fo c u s  s tran d s  o f 
th e  G u id in g  P rin c ip le s  fo r D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Ed u c a tio n , 2 ) se lf-re fle c tio n  a ro u n d  e ac h  
s tran d  an d  c o llab o ra tive  d e b rie fin g  w ith  
c o lle ag u e s, an d  3 ) se gm en ts  o f p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  re la te d  to  th e  d u a l lan g u ag e  
lite ra c y  to p ic s  re q u e ste d  b y  p a r t ic ip an ts  
in  re sp o n se  to  th e  re ad in g  an d  su rve y  
re fle c tio n . P ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  w as  
s tru c tu re d  a s  fo u r th re e -h o u r c o n ve n in g s. 
Th e  firs t  se ss io n  c e n te re d  a ro u n d  S tran d  
1 : P ro g ram  S tru c tu re . Th e  se c o n d  fo c u se d  
o n  S tran d  2 : C u rric u lum . Th e  th ird  se ss io n  
ad d re sse d  S tran d  3 : In s tru c tio n . Th e  fo u r th  
an d  fin a l se ss io n  o f th e  se rie s  w as  in te n d e d  
to  b e  a  live , in -p e rso n  e xp e rie n c e  to  re v is it  
an d  c o n n e c t le a rn in g  a ro u n d  th e  th re e  
in it ia l s tran d s. A s  a  re su lt  o f th e  C O VID -19  
p an d em ic , th is  se ss io n  w as  m o d ifie d  in to  
a  o n e -h o u r p re -re c o rd e d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  se gm en t sh a re d  w ith  p a r t ic ip an ts  
a s  an  a syn c h ro n o u s  le a rn in g  re so u rc e .

Th e  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  se rie s  w as  
lau n c h e d  w ith  a  d e c ad e s-lo n g  h is to ry  
o f En g lish  Le a rn e r e d u c a tio n  ad ap te d  
from  th e  w o rk  o f D r. Lau rie  O lse n , w ith  
LESD  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  h is to ry  
in te rw o ve n  in to  th e  e xp e rie n c e . D u rin g  
th e  in it ia l c o n ve n in g , th e  th re e  p illa rs  
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o f d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s w e re  a lso  
ad d re sse d : b ilin g u a lism  an d  b ilite ra c y, h ig h  
a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t, an d  so c io c u ltu ra l 
c om p e te n c e  (H ow ard  e t  a l., 2018). E a c h  in -
p e rso n  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  se ss io n  fu r th e r 
p ro v id e d  p a r t ic ip an ts  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
id e n tify  p ro g ram  stre n g th s  a ro u n d  e ac h  
s tran d , a s  w e ll a s  th e  in v ita t io n  to  su g g e st 
a re a s  fo r im p ro vem en t b a se d  u p o n  th e  
P rin c ip le s  an d  Ke y  Po in ts  w ith in  e ac h  
s tran d . Th ro u g h  in d iv id u a l su rve y  re fle c tio n , 
te ac h e rs  e xp lo re d  th e ir ow n  a re a s  o f 
p rio rity  an d  c o llab o ra te d  w ith  c o lle ag u e s  
to  n e g o tia te  an d  n a rrow  th e ir c o lle c t ive  
c h an g e  id e a s  fo r im p ro vem en t.

R e s u l t s

R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n :   H ow  c an  w e  
le ve rag e  th e  e xp e r t ise  o f [e d u c a to r] 
s take h o ld e rs  to  c o n tin u o u s ly  im p ro ve  an  
e x is t in g  D LE  p ro g ram ?

Le ad in g  in to  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g , 
su rve y  q u e stio n s  e lic ite d  p a r t ic ip an t in p u t. 
Th ro u g h  th e  su rve y, 68% o f p a r t ic ip an ts  
re p o r te d  low  le ve ls  o f fam ilia rity  w ith  th e  
G u id in g  P rin c ip le s, an d  o n ly  60% re p o r te d  
fam ilia rity  w ith  th e  th re e  p illa rs  o f d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n . A s  th e se  c o n c e p ts  a re  
fu n d am en ta l to  su c c e ss fu lly  su sta in in g  a  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram , th e y  se rve d  a s  th e  
fo u n d atio n  to  in it ia te  e d u c a to r p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g , re fle c tio n , an d  fe e d b ac k . W ith  
th e  su p p o r t  an d  e n c o u rag em en t o f 
d is tric t  an d  s ite  d u a l lan g u ag e  le ad e rsh ip , 
in s tru c tio n a l s take h o ld e rs  w e re  o ffe re d  a  
fo rum  fo r c o n n e c tio n  to  th e  p rin c ip le s, th e  
p illa rs, an d  th e ir p e e rs  to  in fo rm  a  p ro c e ss  
fo r im p ro vem en t an d  d is tric t  in ve stm en t 
in  th e  p ro g ram  fo r c o n tin u e d  lo n g e v ity. 
Th e  fo llow in g  th re e  c om p o n e n ts  se rve d  a s  

th e  s tru c tu re  fo r c o lle c t in g  an d  ap p ly in g  
s take h o ld e r in p u t: 1 ) R e v is it , 2 ) R e fo c u s, an d  
3 ) R e fin e .

R e v i s i t :  E x a m in e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  D u a l  
L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m

U sin g  th e  G u id in g  P rin c ip le s  a s  a  
c om m o n  re fe re n c e  p o in t, p a r t ic ip an ts  
in d iv id u a lly  ap p lie d  th e  e stab lish e d  
c rite ria  to  re fle c t u p o n  th e ir p e rc e p tio n s  o f 
d is tric t  p ro g ram  c om p o n e n ts  an d  le ve ls  
o f im p lem en ta tio n  o f e a c h  s tran d  w ith  
re la te d  ke y  p o in ts. Fo llow in g  p e rso n a l 
re fle c tio n , te am s w e re  b ro u g h t to g e th e r 
to  d isc u ss  p ro g ram  stre n g th s  an d  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r im p ro vem en t. S tre n g th s  
a re  w h at p a r t ic ip an ts  id e n tifie d  a s  c u rre n t 
e s tab lish e d  re so u rc e s  w ith in  th e ir d is tric t ’s  
D LE  p ro g ram . O p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  a re a s  th e  
p a r t ic ip an ts  d e p ic te d  a s  n e e d s. Te ac h e rs  
d isc u sse d , n e g o tia te d , an d  a r t ic u la te d  
c om m o n  p rio rit ie s  th e y  p e rc e ive d  w o u ld  
su sta in  an d  e n h an c e  th e  d is tric t ’s  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram . U s in g  a  
p ro c e ss  fo r p rio rit iz in g  c o lle c t ive  c o n c e rn s, 
te am s a c h ie ve d  sm a ll g ro u p  c o n se n su s  
a ro u n d  a re a s  o f p e rc e ive d  p rio rity  w ith  
re sp e c t to  1 ) P ro g ram  S tru c tu re ,  
2 ) C u rric u lum , an d  3 ) In stru c tio n . 

R e f o c u s :   U s e  t h e  G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  
a n d  e d u c a t o r  i n p u t  t o  i n f o r m  
t h e  l e n s  f o r  r e fl e c t i o n  a n d  s e l f -
e v a lu a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m

Ac ro ss  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e , 
p a r t ic ip an ts  re sp o n d e d  to  b o th  w h at th e y  
va lu e d  an d  w h at th e y  n e e d e d  re g a rd in g  
th e  se rie s. O f in te re st  to  th e  re se a rc h e rs  
w as  th e  a c h ie vem en t o f c o n se n su s  a c ro ss  
th e  la rg e r g ro u p , w ith  s im ila r p e rc e p tio n s  

o f p ro g ram  a lig nm en t an d  id e n tifie d  
o p p o r tu n it ie s. 

C om m o n  th re ad s  o f v a lu e  e xp re sse d  
b y  p a r t ic ip a tin g  e d u c a to rs  in c lu d e d  
ap p re c ia t io n  fo r :

• A  d e d ic a te d  t im e  to  c o n ve n e  fo r 
p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  a ro u n d  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  to p ic s

• Th e  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r te ac h e r 
c o llab o ra tio n  an d  d ia lo g u e , in c lu d in g  
ve r t ic a l an d  h o rizo n ta l a r t ic u la t io n  
a c ro ss  th e  p ro g ram

• Th e  in v ita t io n  to  p ro v id e  in p u t a ro u n d  
D LE  p ro g ram  re fin em en ts  

• Le a rn in g  a ro u n d  n ew  c o n c e p ts  an d  
id e a s, su c h  a s  th e  C a lifo rn ia  En g lish  
Le a rn e r R o adm ap  p o lic y  an d  a  h is to ry  
o f b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n

W ith  re sp e c t to  c om m o n  n e e d s, th e  
c om m o n  th em e  ac ro ss  e d u c a to r-
s take h o ld e r c o n ve rsa tio n s  w as  an  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  e le va te  an d  p rom o te  th e  
e q u a l s ta tu s  o f Sp an ish  a s  th e  p ro g ram ’s  
ta rg e t lan g u ag e . Ed u c a to rs  e xp re sse d  a  
n e e d  fo r an  in c re a se d  vo lum e  an d  va rie ty  
o f Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  te x ts  fo r s tu d e n ts. A s  
re p o r te d  b y  a  s take h o ld e r an d  e c h o e d  b y  
o th e rs, th e  g ro u p  ag re e d  th a t a lth o u g h  
g row in g , Sp an ish  re so u rc e s  a re  s t ill lim ite d  
c om p are d  to  En g lish . A lso  re p o r te d  w as  
a  n e e d  fo r Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  
an d  a sse ssm en t p ro g ram s an d  e d u c a to r 
p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  to  su p p o r t  a c c e ss  
to  th e se  p ro g ram s. Th e  g ro u p  rem arke d , 
“N o t a ll re so u rc e s/c u rric u lum /p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t a re  p ro v id e d  in  Sp an ish ,” w h ile  
an o th e r th em e  n o te d  th e  n e e d  fo r Sp an ish  
in te rve n tio n s  a c ro ss  g rad e  le ve ls. R e fe re n c e s  
to  th e  n e e d  fo r m o re  Sp an ish  p ro g ram s, 
su c h  a s  re ad in g  lab  in te rve n tio n , sp e c ia l 
e d u c a tio n  se rv ic e s, an d  g ifte d  an d  ta le n te d  
e d u c a tio n  (G ATE ), w e re  c om m o n  am o n g  
re sp o n d e n ts. 

Fu r th e r a r t ic u la te d  w as  a  d e s ire  fo r 
te c h n o lo g y  re so u rc e s  th a t c o u ld  b e  
u tilize d  to  e n h an c e  Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  
in stru c tio n . R e sp o n d e n ts  c o n ve ye d  a  
n e e d  fo r te c h n o lo g y  re so u rc e s  in  Sp an ish , 
e sp e c ia lly  fo r M ath , So c ia l S tu d ie s, an d  
S c ie n c e , a  d e s ire  fo r m o re  le a rn in g  ap p s  
fo r Sp an ish  p ra c tic e , an d  th e  p e rc e p tio n  
th a t th e  p re se n c e  o f te c h n o lo g y  in  En g lish  
is  m o re  p rom in e n t th an  te c h n o lo g y  in  
Sp an ish  w ith in  th e  d is tric t ’s  D LE  p ro g ram . 
Ad d it io n a lly, p a r t ic ip an ts  re c o g n ize d  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r o n g o in g  c o llab o ra tio n , 
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p lan n in g , an d  p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  w ith  
th e ir Sp an ish -in stru c tio n  c o u n te rp a r ts  (in  
ad d it io n  to  th e ir En g lish -in stru c tio n  p e e rs) 
to  c re a te  b o th  h o rizo n ta l an d  ve r t ic a l 
a lig nm en t a c ro ss  th e  p ro g ram .

R e fi n e :  U s e  s t a k e h o ld e r  i n p u t  a n d  
d a t a  a n a l y s i s  t o  im p r o v e  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m

Re fle c tin g  u p o n  e d u c a to r in p u t, d is tric t  
an d  s ite  d u a l lan g u ag e  le ad e rs  a rrive d  
u p o n  sp e c ific  id e a s  fo r im p ro vem en t. 
S take h o ld e rs  sa id  a llo c a tin g  re so u rc e s  to  
ad d it io n a l au th e n tic  Sp an ish -lan g u ag e  
s tu d e n t te x ts  an d  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram s 
an d  re so u rc e s  w as  im p o r tan t. Th e  d is tric t  
h a s  fu r th e r re p o r te d  a  p lan  to  s tra te g ic a lly  

in c re a se  s tru c tu re d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r 
te ac h e r c o llab o ra tio n  an d  p lan n in g , 
w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f p ro v id in g  t im e  an d  
re so u rc e s  fo r d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a to rs  to  
b u ild  th em atic  in s tru c tio n a l u n its. Th e y  
a lso  c om m un ic a te d  an  in te n t to  p ro v id e  
o n g o in g  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s. Le ve rag in g  th e  
p e rsp e c tive s  o f th e  b ro ad e r au d ie n c e  o f 
e d u c a to r-s take h o ld e rs  w ith in  th e ir d is tric t, 
L E SD  le ad e rsh ip  is  p o ise d  to  em p lo y  
im p ro vem en t d e c is io n s  b a se d  o n  d a ta  from  
th e  e d u c a to r p e rsp e c tive . 

C o n c lu s i o n  

By  in v it in g  th e  c o n trib u tio n s  o f e d u c a to r-
s take h o ld e rs, in c lu d in g  te ac h e rs, L E SD  

le ad e rsh ip  p o s it io n e d  th e ir te am  fo r 
sh a re d  c om m itm en t tow ard  c h an g e  
id e a s  fo r im p ro vem en t. D is tric t  le ad e rsh ip  
e le va te d  te ac h e r vo ic e s  in  re v is it in g  
th e  a sse ts  an d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  th a t e x is t  
w ith in  th e  h is to ric a l D LE  p ro g ram , 
d em o n stra tin g  a  c om m itm en t to  
c o n tin u o u s  im p ro vem en t. Th e  d is tric t  
re fo c u se d  th e ir in s tru c tio n a l te am ’s  e n e rg y  
a t  th e  c la ss ro om  le ve l to  b e n e fit s tu d e n ts  
th ro u g h  c o llab o ra tio n  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g . F in a lly, b y  tap p in g  in to  c la ss ro om  
e d u c a to r p e rsp e c tive s, th e y  a re  w o rk in g  to  
re fin e  a  lo n g -su c c e ss fu l p ro g ram  th ro u g h  
o n g o in g  in ve stm en t in  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p rin c ip le s  an d  th e  p illa rs  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s.
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Bu e n ro stro , M an u e l (2018). P ro p o sitio n  58 reg u la tio n s  [Fa c t  sh e e t]. C a lifo rn ia  S c h o o l Bo a rd s  A sso c ia t io n . R e trie ve d  from  h ttp ://w ww.th e c c b e .o rg /-/m ed ia /C SBA /F ile s/
G o ve rn an c e Re so u rc e s/G o ve rn an c e B rie fs/201808Pro p 58Fac tSh e e t.a sh x?la=en&re v=b a4e f8255 f3445 f7b b 8317a3a062b a15

C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (2019). D u a l-lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  d ire c to ry. R e trie ve d  from   h ttp s ://re so u rc e s.g o c ab e .o rg /in d e x .p h p /h om e /d ire c to ry-o f-d u a l-lan g u ag e -
im m e rs io n -p ro g ram s/ 

C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  (2019). C a lifo rn ia  sc h o o l d a sh b o a rd  an d  sy stem  o f su p p o r t. R e trie ve d  from  h ttp s ://w ww.c d e .c a .g o v /ta /ac /cm / 
C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  (2018). G lo b a l C a lifo rn ia  2030 : Sp e ak . Le a rn . Le ad . A n  in it ia t ive  o f th e  s ta te  su p e rin te n d e n t o f p u b lic  in s tru c tio n .
F re em an , Y. S ., F re em an , D . E ., & M e rc u ri, S . (2018). D ua l la n g ua g e  essen tia ls  fo r tea c h ers a n d  a dm in istra to rs . Po r tsm o u th , N H : H e in em an n .
H ow ard , E . R ., L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . J ., R o g e rs, D ., O lag u e , N ., M e d in a , J ., K e n n e d y, B ., Su g a rm an , J., & C h ris t ian , D . (2018). G u id in g  p rin c ip le s fo r d ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n  (3 rd  e d .). 

Wash in g to n , D C : C e n te r fo r A p p lie d  L in g u is t ic s.
Lam o n t E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l D is tric t  (2020). R e trie ve d  from  h ttp s ://w ww.lam o n tsc h o o ld is tric t.o rg /d om a in /230  
Th om as, W. P., & C o llie r, V. P. (2012). D ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n  fo r a  tra n sfo rm ed  wo rld . D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  o f N ew  M e x ic o /Fu e n te  P re ss.
Th om as, W. P., & C o llie r, V. P. (2017). Why d ua l la n g ua g e  sc h o o lin g . D u a l Lan g u ag e  Ed u c a tio n  o f N ew  M e x ic o /Fu e n te  P re ss.

http://www.theccbe.org/-/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/201808Prop58FactSheet
http://www.theccbe.org/-/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/201808Prop58FactSheet
https://resources.gocabe.org/index.php/home/directory-of-dual-language-immersion-programs/ 
https://resources.gocabe.org/index.php/home/directory-of-dual-language-immersion-programs/ 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/
https://www.lamontschooldistrict.org/domain/230
https://www.caslonpublishing.com/titles/29/la-ensenanza-en-el-aula-bilingue/
https://www.caslonpublishing.com/


2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  4 5 M u l t i l i t e r a c y

T h e  B u i l d i n g  B l o c k s  o f   
D u a l  L a n g u a g e   
E d u c a t i o n

d e  Jo n g  an d  Be a rse , 2014 ; H ow ard  
an d  Su g a rm an  2007 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 
2016 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry  an d  H e rn an d e z  
2011 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry  an d  B lo c k , 2010 ; 
L in d h o lm -Le a ry  an d  Bo rsa to  2005 ; 2006 ; 
So lte ro , 2004 ; 2016 ; S te e le , S la te r, Z am arro , 
M ille r, L i, an d  Bu rkh au se r, 2017 ; Th om as  
an d  C o llie r, 2015). F in d in g s  p o in t to  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  s tu d e n ts  p e r fo rm in g  
a t  o r ab o ve  g rad e  le ve l o n  s tan d a rd ize d  
re ad in g  an d  m ath  te sts  in  En g lish ; sc o rin g  
o n  a  p a r w ith  th e ir s ta tew id e  p e e rs  b y  
5 th  to  7 th  g rad e , if n o t so o n e r; a c h ie v in g  
a t  o r ab o ve  g rad e  le ve l in  re ad in g  an d  
m ath  te sts  m e asu re d  in  th e  se c o n d  
lan g u ag e ; an d  c lo s in g  th e  a c h ie vem en t 
g ap  c om p are d  to  En g lish -o n ly  c la ss ro om s 
b y  ab o u t 5 th  g rad e . S tu d ie s  th a t fo c u s  o n  
d u a l lan g u ag e  m id d le  an d  h ig h  sc h o o l 
s tu d e n ts  h ave  fo u n d  th a t, c om p a re d  to  
th e ir c o u n te rp a r ts  in  g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n  
p ro g ram s, th e y  w e re  a s  o r m o re  like ly  to  b e  
e n ro lle d  in  h ig h e r-le ve l m ath  c o u rse s ; a s  o r 
m o re  like ly  to  p a ss  h ig h  sc h o o l e x it  e xam s; 
le ss  like ly  to  d ro p  o u t o f sc h o o l; an d  m o re  
like ly  to  c lo se  th e  a c h ie vem en t g ap  b y  th e  
e n d  o f h ig h  sc h o o l (L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2012).

P r o g r a m  D e s i g n  

D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  d e s ig n  in vo lve s  
e x te n s ive  p re -p lan n in g , c om p re h e n s ive  
n e e d s-a sse ssm en ts, c o n s is te n c y  in  
im p lem en ta tio n , sy s tem s o f su p p o r t, an d  
o n g o in g  p ro g ram  e va lu a tio n  (So lte ro , 
2016). C o n d u c tin g  an  au d it  o f th e  e x is t in g  

T he  lo n g -te rm  e ffe c tive n e ss  o f d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  in  d e ve lo p in g  
s tu d e n ts’ b ilin g u a lism , b ilite ra c y, 

m u lt ic u ltu ra lism , an d  a c ad em ic  
a c h ie vem en t d e p e n d s  o n  n um e ro u s  
fa c to rs, som e  o f w h ic h  a re  w ith in  sc h o o ls’ 
an d  d is tric ts’ c o n tro l, w h ile  o th e rs  a re  
n o t. Th e  o n e  c rit ic a l a sp e c t th a t sc h o o ls  
an d  d is tric ts  d o  h ave  c o n tro l o ve r, 
w h ic h  g re a tly  in c re a se s  th e  like lih o o d  
o f lo n g -te rm  su c c e ss, is  c om p re h e n s ive  
p ro g ram  p lan n in g  an d  d e s ig n . A  w e ll-
th o u g h t-o u t an d  c a re fu lly  p lan n e d  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  is  m u c h  m o re  
like ly  to  1 ) o ffe r h ig h  q u a lity  c o h e s ive  
an d  w e ll-c o o rd in a te d  c u rric u lum  
an d  in stru c tio n ; 2 ) sh ow  p o s it ive  an d  
c o n s is te n t g a in s  in  s tu d e n ts’ b ilite ra te , 
a c ad em ic  an d  so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c ie s  
an d  a c h ie vem en t; 3 ) a ttra c t  an d  re ta in  
c om m itte d  an d  h ig h ly  q u a lifie d  te ac h e rs ; 
4 ) g e n e ra te  g re a te r p a re n t/fam ily  
sa tis fa c t io n  w ith  th e ir c h ild re n ’s  e d u c a tio n ; 
an d  5 ) m it ig a te  e c o n om ic , so c ie ta l an d  
e d u c a tio n a l in e q u it ie s  th ro u g h  a c c e ss  
to  an d  in c lu s io n  in  a  r ic h  an d  e n g ag in g  
ad d it ive  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n .

B r i e f  S u m m a r y  o f  R e s e a r c h  F i n d i n g s

Fo r th e  p a st  se ve ra l d e c ad e s, re se a rc h  
in  th e  fie ld  h a s  c o n s is te n tly  p o in te d  to  
b ilite ra c y  an d  a c ad em ic  g a in s  o f s tu d e n ts  
w h o  p a r t ic ip a te  fo r an  e x te n d e d  t im e  in  
w e ll-d e s ig n e d  an d  im p lem en te d  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s (d e  Jo n g , 2014 ; 

S o n ia  W . S o l t e r o ,  P h .D .
D ePau l U n ive rs ity-C h ic ag o
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in fra s tru c tu re s, re so u rc e s, an d  ava ilab ility  
o f lic e n se d  an d  e n d o rse d  b ilin g u a l 
te ac h e rs  p ro v id e s  th e  n e c e ssa ry  d a ta  o n  
w h e th e r a  sc h o o l h a s  th e  ap p ro p ria te  
c o n d it io n s  to  s ta r t  a  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram . Te ac h e rs  an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs  a re  
fu n d am en ta l fo r p ro g ram  su c c e ss, a s  w e  
kn ow  th a t th e  m o st e ffe c tive  p ro g ram s 
re ly  o n  d e d ic a te d  an d  kn ow le d g e ab le  
te ac h e rs  w h o  a re  su p p o r te d  b y  c om m itte d  
an d  w e ll-in fo rm ed  sc h o o l/d is tric t  le ad e rs  
(G o u lah  an d  So lte ro , 2015 ; So lte ro , 2018 ; 
Te d ic k  an d  Lyste r, 2019).

W e a k  P r o g r a m  D e s i g n

Th ro u g h  m y  e x te n s ive  w o rk  in  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  o ve r th e  p a st  th ir ty  
ye a rs, I h ave  id e n tifie d  se ve ra l "d o n ’ts" th a t 
d is tric ts  an d  sc h o o ls  sh o u ld  avo id  w h e n  
d e s ig n in g , p lan n in g , an d  im p lem en tin g  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. Th e  fo llow in g  
a re  som e  p itfa lls  th a t o fte n  n e g a tive ly  
affe c t p ro g ram  e ffe c tive n e ss  an d  le sse n  
s tu d e n ts’ ab ility  to  a c h ie ve  a c ad em ic a lly  
an d  d e ve lo p  h ig h  le ve ls  o f b ilite ra c y  an d  
c ro ss-c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e .

T h e  D O N ’ T S

• P lan n in g  fo r le ss  th an  a  fu ll ye a r;
• Lau n c h in g  la rg e -sc a le  d is tric tw id e  
p ro g ram s a ll a t  o n c e  w ith o u t th e  

d is tric t  le ad e rs, p a re n ts, s tu d e n ts, an d  
th e  c om m un ity. Th e  p lan n in g  c om m itte e  
c an  c re a te  a  p lan  to  in c re a se  b u y-in  an d  
in te re st  b y  h o ld in g  Q &A  se ss io n s, c re a tin g  
F re q u e n tly  A ske d  Q u e stio n s  flye rs  an d  
in fo g rap h ic s, an d  d issem in a tin g  o th e r 
in fo rm atio n  v ia  th e  sc h o o l w e b s ite . It  is  
im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t som e tim e s  th e  
in it ia l e n th u s ia sm  fo r th e  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram  m ay  d im in ish  o ve r t im e  d u e  to  
c h an g e s  in  s taff, le ad e rsh ip , d em o g rap h ic s, 
o r s ta te /d is tric t  m an d ate s. E ve n  a fte r a  
p ro g ram  h as  h ad  ye a rs  o f im p lem en ta tio n , 
b u y-in  an d  in te re st  sh o u ld  b e  re v is ite d  to  
e n su re  c o n s is te n c y  in  th e  fa c e  o f c h an g e s  
th a t m ay  u n d e rm in e  its  e ffe c tive n e ss  an d  
lo n g e v ity. 

K n o w le d g e

In te re st  an d  b u y-in  a re  p re d ic a te d  o n  
th e  le ve l o f kn ow le d g e  th a t th e  sc h o o l 
c om m un ity  h a s  ab o u t th e  th e o re tic a l an d  
re se a rc h  u n d e rp in n in g s  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n , b ilin g u a lism , b ilite ra c y, 
an d  c u ltu ra lly  re sp o n s ive  e d u c a tio n . 
M yth s  an d  m isc o n c e p tio n s  ab o u n d  
ab o u t b ilin g u a lism , th e  su p e rio rity  o f 
En g lish , an d  th e  v iew  th a t s tu d e n ts  m u st 
a ss im ila te  lin g u is t ic a lly  an d  c u ltu ra lly  
to  b e  su c c e ss fu l. Th e se  m yth s  n e e d  to  
b e  d isp e lle d  rig h t aw ay  to  e n su re  th e  
sc h o o l c om m un ity  an d  d is tric t  le ad e rsh ip  

n e c e ssa ry  in fra s tru c tu re s ;
• O m itt in g  to  d e ve lo p  a  d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  sc h o o l an d  d is tric t  lo n g -
te rm  p lan ;

• N e g le c tin g  to  c h an g e /m o d ify  e x is t in g  
En g lish -c e n tric  in s tru c tio n a l m ate ria ls, 
c u rric u lum , an d  a sse ssm en ts ;

• A ss ig n in g  in suffi c ie n t n um b e rs  o f 
d is tric t  p e rso n n e l to  su p p o r t  n ew  an d  
c o n tin u in g  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s;

• Pu tt in g  g re a te r em p h as is  an d  c o n c e rn  
o n  En g lish  n a tive  sp e ake rs  in  tw o -w ay  
m o d e ls ;

• H av in g  few  stu d e n ts  from  o n e  o f th e  
tw o  lan g u ag e  g ro u p s  in  tw o -w ay  
m o d e ls ;

• O ve rlo o k in g  to  fu lly  e n g ag e  p a re n t 
an d  fam ily  p a r t ic ip a tio n .

T h e  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  B u i ld i n g  B lo c k s

Th e  b u ild in g  b lo c ks  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  (F ig u re  1 ) in c lu d e  ke y  a re a s  th a t 
sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  d e ve lo p in g  h ig h  
q u a lity  an d  su sta in ab le  p ro g ram s. Th e  
fo llow in g  se c tio n  b rie fly  d e sc rib e s  e ac h  o f 
th e  b u ild in g  b lo c ks. 

I n t e r e s t  &  B u y -i n

A  sta r t in g  p o in t in  th e  p lan n in g  p h ase  
is  to  g au g e  th e  le ve l o f in te re st  from  a ll 
c o n stitu e n ts, in c lu d in g  te ac h e rs, sc h o o l/

Fig u re  1 . D ua l La n g ua g e  Bu ild in g  B lo c ks
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fu n c tio n  from  a  sh a re d  u n d e rstan d in g  
th a t b e tte r in fo rm s d e c is io n -m ak in g . 
It  is  a lso  im p o r tan t to  d e ve lo p  a  so lid  
kn ow le d g e  b a se  o f ap p ro p ria te  firs t  an d  
se c o n d  lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n a l ap p ro ac h e s  
an d  lan g u ag e  a sse ssm en t p ra c tic e s. 
Th is  c an  h ap p e n  th ro u g h  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t, p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  
c om m un it ie s, b o o k  s tu d ie s, p a r tn e rsh ip s  
w ith  u n ive rs it ie s, an d  v is its  to  e s tab lish e d  
d u a l lan g u ag e  sc h o o ls, to  n am e  a  few . 

W i l l  

Te ac h e rs  an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs  fre q u e n tly  
fa c e  p re ssu re s  from  sh ift in g  m an d ate s  
an d  p o lic y  d em an d s, p a r t ic u la rly  a ro u n d  
h ig h -stake s  a sse ssm en ts  an d  ad o p tio n s  o f 
c u rric u la r p ro g ram s th a t o fte n  c o n trad ic t  
fo u n d atio n a l p rin c ip le s  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n . Fo r d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s to  
b e  su c c e ss fu l, e d u c a to rs  an d  e d u c a tio n a l 
le ad e rs  m u st th in k  o u ts id e  an d  b e yo n d  
th e  En g lish -c e n tric  b o x  an d  sh ift  to  a  
b ilin g u a l-b ilite ra c y-b ic u ltu ra l e d u c a tio n a l 
p a rad igm . Th is  sh ift  re q u ire s  d is tric t  an d  
sc h o o l adm in is tra to rs  to  m o d ify  e x is t in g  
p o lic ie s  an d  e xp e c ta tio n s. Fo r e xam p le , 
re d u c e  th e  am o u n t o f te s t in g ; in c lu d e  
a sse ssm en ts  in  lan g u ag e s  o th e r th an  
En g lish  (LO TE ); rem o ve  th e  h ig h -stake s  
n a tu re  o f s tan d a rd ize d  a sse ssm en ts ; 
e x te n d  th e  t im e  to  sh ow  ac ad em ic  

Fig u re  2 . Ad vo ca te  fo r D ua l La n g ua g e  Ed u ca tio n

re su lts  o n  s tan d a rd ize d  te sts  to  a lig n  w ith  
th e  le n g th  o f t im e  it  ta ke s  to  d e ve lo p  
a c ad em ic  se c o n d  lan g u ag e ; ad o p t 
au th e n tic  LO TE  c u rric u la r p ro g ram s an d  
in stru c tio n a l m ate ria ls, an d  u se  c u rric u lum  
an d  m ate ria ls  th a t a re  sp e c ia lly  d e s ig n e d  
fo r se c o n d  lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t. 

E ve n  th o u g h  d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  
h a s  b e c om e  an  a ttra c t ive  a lte rn a tive , 
th e  fa c t  rem a in s  th a t w e  live  in  a  ra c ia lly  
d iv is ive  t im e  th a t s to ke s  an ti-im m ig ran t 
se n tim en ts  an d  p o lic ie s. A d vo c ac y  th a t 
h e lp s  p rom o te  an d  d e fe n d  d u a l lan g u ag e  
an d  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  is  p a r t ic u la rly  
p e r t in e n t r ig h t n ow . A lso , ad vo c ac y  h e lp s  
g u a rd  ag a in st  in c om p atib le  d is tric t  an d  
s ta te  p o lic ie s  th a t w e ake n  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram  g o a ls  an d  o u tc om e s  (So lte ro , 
2016). F ig u re  2  o ffe rs  a  b lu e p rin t  fo r 
c re a tin g  su c h  an  ad vo c ac y  p lan .

V i s i o n

Vis io n  an d  m iss io n  s ta tem en ts  re p re se n t 
th e  sc h o o l o r d is tric t  g o a ls  an d  a sp ira t io n s  
b a se d  o n  a  se t  o f sh a re d  b e lie fs, w h ic h , 
in  tu rn , g u id e  d e c is io n -m ak in g  an d  
p ro v id e  a  se n se  o f p u rp o se  an d  d ire c t io n  
fo r th e  e n tire  sc h o o l c om m un ity. Th e se  
s ta tem en ts  sh o u ld  h ig h lig h t lan g u ag e  
an d  c u ltu ra l d ive rs ity  a s  v a lu ab le  a sse ts  
an d  re so u rc e s  th a t s tre n g th e n  s tu d e n ts’ 

v iew s  ab o u t th em se lve s  an d  o th e rs  
w h ile  in c re a s in g  th e ir b ilite ra c y  sk ills , 
so c io c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c ie s, an d  a c ad em ic  
a c h ie vem en t. Vis io n  an d  m iss io n  
s ta tem en ts  sh o u ld  a lso  e n g ag e  te ac h e rs, 
s tu d e n ts, an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs  in  re fle c tio n  
ab o u t th e  p u rp o se s  an d  ad van tag e s  o f 
b e in g  b ilite ra te /b ic u ltu ra l. Th e  d e g re e  to  
w h ic h  d u a l lan g u ag e  is  re fle c te d  in  th e  
v is io n  an d  m iss io n  sh ow s th e  e x te n t o f 
th e  sc h o o l’s  c om m itm en t to  th e  p ro g ram . 
Th e  v is io n  an d  m iss io n  sh o u ld  re fle c t th e  
p rin c ip le s  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n ; 
b e  re ad e r-frie n d ly ; w ritte n  in  a ll th e  
lan g u ag e s  re p re se n te d  in  th e  sc h o o l (n o t 
ju s t  th e  tw o  lan g u ag e s  o f th e  p ro g ram ); 
an d  p o ste d  in  p rom in e n t p la c e s  a ro u n d  
th e  sc h o o l an d  o n  its  w e b s ite .

C a p a c i t y -B u i ld i n g

D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s a re  n o t e a sy  to  
im p lem en t, n o t o n ly  b e c au se  th e y  re q u ire  
lo n g -te rm  im p lem en ta tio n  b u t b e c au se  
th e y  a lso  e n ta il ad d it io n a l p re p a ra tio n  an d  
c u rric u la r c o n te n t b e yo n d  th a t re q u ire d  
o f g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n  c la ss ro om s. Th is  
c a lls  fo r a  s ig n ific an t in ve stm en t o f t im e , 
e n e rg y, an d  fu n d in g  to  in c re a se  th e  
kn ow le d g e , e xp e r t ise , an d  e xp e rie n c e  
o f d u a l lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs, su p p o r t  
s taff, an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs. It  is  im p e ra tive  
th a t d is tric t  an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs  c re a te  a  
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we ll-th o u g h t-o u t te ac h e r (an d  sc h o o l 
le ad e r) re c ru itm en t, h irin g , an d  re te n tio n  
p lan . In  te rm s o f re te n tio n , sc h o o l le ad e rs  
sh o u ld  b e  c o g n izan t o f te ac h e r b u rn o u t 
in  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s an d  c re a te  
o rg an iza tio n a l sy s tem s th a t m in im ize  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  fa t ig u e . Th e se  c o u ld  in c lu d e  
su p p o r t  from  d u a l lan g u ag e  c o o rd in a to rs  
an d  c o ac h e s ; ad d it io n a l p lan n in g  t im e ; 
c om p en sa tio n  fo r tran s la t in g  m ate ria ls ; 
few e r c om p lian c e -typ e  re p o r ts ; an d  p u b lic  
re c o g n it io n  fo r th e ir w o rk .

P la n n i n g  

Effe c tive  an d  su sta in ab le  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s e n g ag e  in  a t  le a st  o n e  fu ll 
ye a r o f p lan n in g  b e fo re  im p lem en ta tio n . 
B e c au se  lo c a l c o n te x ts  an d  d em o g rap h ic s  
d e te rm in e  d e c is io n s  ab o u t p ro g ram  
m o d e ls  an d  d is tric t/s ta te  m an d ate s, 
th e  p lan n in g  ye a r is  c rit ic a l in  d e s ig n in g  
a  p ro g ram  m o d e l th a t b e st  fi ts  th o se  
c h a rac te ris t ic s. M an y  sc h o o ls  c re a te  a  
sh o r t-te rm  p lan  b u t om it d e ve lo p in g  a  
lo n g -te rm  stra te g ic  p lan  th a t lo o ks  b e yo n d  
th e  firs t  ye a rs  o f im p lem en ta tio n . A  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram ’s  su sta in ab ility  an d  
e n d u rin g  su c c e ss  re s t  o n  b o th  a  sh o r t-
te rm  p lan  an d  a  lo n g -te rm  stra te g ic  v is io n . 
F ig u re  3  p ro v id e s  a  u se fu l lis t  o f som e  
c o n s id e ra tio n s  fo r sh o r t- an d  lo n g -te rm  
p lan n in g .

C o m m i t m e n t

H ig h ly  e ffe c tive , su sta in ab le  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s a re  th o se  w h o se  te ac h e rs  an d  
sc h o o l/d is tric t  le ad e rs  h ave  in ve ste d  in  
a  lo n g -te rm  c om m itm en t b y  p ro v id in g  
o n g o in g  su p p o r t  an d  ad ap tin g  to  
c h an g e s  in  sc h o o l d em o g rap h ic s  an d  
e d u c a tio n  p o lic ie s  w h ile  ad h e rin g  to  its  
fo u n d atio n a l p rin c ip le s. Th e  m o st e ffe c tive  
an d  su sta in ab le  p ro g ram s h ave  te ac h e rs  
an d  p rin c ip a ls  w h o  b e lie ve  in  th e  va lu e  
o f ad d it ive  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n ; em b rac e  
s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s’ lan g u ag e s  an d  
c u ltu re s ; h ave  a  lo n g -te rm  v is io n  fo r th e  
p ro g ram ; ad vo c a te  o n  its  b e h a lf w ith in  
an d  o u ts id e  th e  sc h o o l; an d  a re  fu lly  
c om m itte d  to  th e  p ro g ram ’s  c o n tin u o u s  
im p ro vem en t (So lte ro , 2016).

C o m m u n i c a t i o n

D istric ts  an d  sc h o o ls  a re  c om p le x  
sy stem s w ith  m an y  m o v in g  p ie c e s  th a t 
som e tim e s  a re  n o t w e ll c a lib ra te d  o r 
a lig n e d . O rg an iza tio n a l s tru c tu re s  o f 
d is tric ts, an d  som e tim e s  sc h o o ls, te n d  to  
b e  s ilo e d  an d  a re  n o t se t  u p  fo r e ffe c tive  
c ro ss-d e p a r tm en ta l o r c ro ss-p ro g ram  
c om m un ic a tio n . Fo r e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ram s 
to  b e  su c c e ss fu l, an d  e sp e c ia lly  fo r d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s, sy s tem atic  an d  
fre q u e n t c om m un ic a tio n  m u st h ap p e n  

S h o r t -T e r m  P l a n  o f  A c t i o n

P la n in g  ye a r  a n d  1 s t  y e a r

• Bu ild in g  in te re st  an d  sc h o o l w id e   
b u y-in

• C re a te  a  d u a l lan g u ag e  s te e rin g  c om m itte e
• C o n d u c t an  au d it  an d  n e e d s  a sse ssm en t 
• R e c ru it/id e n tify  te ac h e rs
• P lan /p a r t ic ip a te  in  PD
• S e le c t  m o d e ls : 90-10 . 80-20  o r 50-50 ; 1 -w ay  o r 2 -w ay ; 
te am -te ac h in g  o r  
se lf-c o n ta in e d

• W rite  a  v is io n  an d  m iss io n  s ta tem en t 
• P lan  an d  ad ap t th e  c u rric u lum
• C re a te  s tu d e n t in take  an d  p la c em en t p ro c e d u re s
• C re a te  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  p o lic y  an d  sc h e d u le s
• Id e n tify /p u rc h ase  m ate ria ls  an d  a sse ssm en ts
• C re a te  s tu d e n t re c ru itm en t p lan
• C o n d u c t fam ily  in fo rm atio n  se ss io n s/o rie n ta tio n s
• E s tab lish  an  e va lu a tio n  p lan

L o n g -T e r m  P l a n  o f  A c t i o n

Ye a r 2  a n d  b e yo n d

• M a in ta in  sc h o o l b u y-in
• C re a te  D u a l Lan g u ag e  H an d b o o k
• R e v iew  t im e  a llo c a tio n  an d  sc h e d u lin g  
• E s tab lish  a  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le ad e rsh ip  Te am
• E stab lish  a  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Pa re n t C o u n c il
• H ire  n ew  te ac h e rs  an d  s taff
• C re a te  n ew  te ac h e r m en to rin g  p lan
• C h e c k  fo r c o h e s io n  an d  c o n s is te n c y
• C o n tin u e  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t 
• Id e n tify  m aste r te ac h e rs
• C re a te  v id e o s  o f e xem p la ry  te ac h in g
• c re a te  S e a l o f B ilite ra c y  p a thw ay  re c o g n it io n s
• D e ve lo p  a  K-12  e xp an s io n  p lan
• Pu b lic ize  p ro g ram  su c c e sse s
• Eva lu a te  p ro g ram  an n u a lly

Fig u re  3 .  Sh o rt-Te rm  a n d  Lo n g -Term  P la n n in g  (a d a p ted  from  So lte ro , 2016)

ac ro ss  d is tric t  d e p a r tm en ts, am o n g  
sc h o o l p ro g ram s, b e tw e e n  th e  d is tric t  
an d  p ro g ram  le ad e rsh ip , an d  a c ro ss  g rad e  
le ve ls  an d  c o n te n t a re a  te ac h e rs. La c k  o f 
c om m un ic a tio n  o fte n  le ad s  to  d e c is io n s  
th a t g o  ag a in st  th e  p rem ise s  o f d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n , se tt in g  th e  p ro g ram  
u p  fo r fa ilu re . D e c is io n s  b a se d  o n  th e  
n e e d s  o f g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s th a t 
p e r ta in  to  te ac h e r re c ru itm en t an d  h irin g , 
c u rric u la r d e ve lo pm en t an d  p lan n in g , 
d is tric tw id e  ad o p tio n  o f in s tru c tio n a l an d  
in te rve n tio n  p ro g ram s, a sse ssm en t to o ls  
an d  m an d ate s, to  n am e  a  few , fre q u e n tly  
d o  n o t c o n s id e r th e  sp e c ia lize d  n e e d s  
o f d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s an d  re su lt  
in  se rio u s  n e g a tive  im p lic a tio n s  o n  th e ir 
e ffe c tive n e ss. D is tric ts  an d  sc h o o ls  b e n e fit 
g re a tly  from  system atic  w ays  o f sh a rin g  
d a ta  an d  in fo rm atio n  th a t a re  u p -to -
d a te , a s  w e ll a s  c h an g e s  in  p o lic ie s  an d  
m an d ate s  a s  th e y  re la te  to  an d  im p ac t 
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram m in g . 

S y s t e m s

An  e ffe c tive  w ay  to  e n su re  th a t th e  five  
in te rc o n n e c te d  an d  in te rd e p e n d e n t 
o rg an iza tio n a l a sp e c ts  th a t I re fe r to  in  m y  
b o o k  (So lte ro , 2016) a s  th e  E sse n tia l 5  C s  
o f D u a l Lan g u ag e  (c o h e s io n , c o n s is te n c y, 
c o o rd in a tio n , c om p atib ility, an d  
c om m itm en t) is  to  c re a te  an d  p e rio d ic a lly  
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u p d ate  w ritte n  d o c um en ts  re la te d  to  th e  
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram . Th e se  w ritte n  
d o c um en ts  w o u ld  in c lu d e  item s su c h  a s  
p ro g ram  d e sc rip tio n  an d  c rite ria ; p ro g ram  
v is io n  an d  m iss io n ; sc h e d u lin g  g u id e lin e s  
an d  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  p o lic ie s ; 
in s tru c tio n a l p ra c tic e s  an d  m ate ria ls ; 
p e r fo rm an c e -b ase d  an d  au th e n tic  
a sse ssm en t to o ls ; b ilin g u a l h om ew o rk  
g u id e lin e s ; d is tric t  an d  s ta te  re q u irem en ts ; 
re p o r t in g  p ro c e d u re s ; te a c h e r an d  fam ily  
re so u rc e s ; sam p le  le sso n s ; tem p la te s  
an d  sam p le  le tte rs, e tc . A  sc h o o l D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  H an d b o o k  is  th e  m o st e ffe c tive  
w ay  o f h o u s in g  a ll th is  in fo rm atio n  in  
o n e  p la c e . S c h o o ls  sh o u ld  a lso  c re a te  a  
b ilin g u a l Fam ily  D u a l Lan g u ag e  H an d b o o k  

g e a re d  to  p a re n ts’ n e e d s  an d  in te re sts. 
O ve r t im e  th e re  a re  c h an g e s  in  a  sc h o o l’s  
te ac h e rs, s taff, an d  sc h o o l le ad e rs, so  
h av in g  a  w ritte n  d o c um en t is  p a r t ic u la rly  
im p o r tan t in  m a in ta in in g  c o n tin u ity  an d  
ab id in g  b y  th e  p ro g ram ’s  s ta te d  c rite ria  
an d  g o a ls.  

C o n c lu s i o n  

D u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  is  n o t m e re ly  
an  in stru c tio n a l p ro g ram  c o n d u c te d  
in  tw o  lan g u ag e s  th a t c an  b e  e a s ily  
im p lem en te d  b y  fo llow in g  a  p re sc rib e d  
se t  o f c rite ria . D e c is io n s  to  im p lem en t 
a  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  in vo lve  a  
c om p re h e n s ive  u n d e rstan d in g  o f a  sc h o o l 

R e fe re n c e s

A lfa ro , C . & Ba r to lom é , L . (2017). P re p a rin g  id e o lo g ic a lly  c le a r b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  h o n o rin g  w o rk in g -c la ss  n o n -stan d a rd  lan g u ag e  u se  in  th e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  c la ss ro om . Issu es 
in  Tea ch er Ed u ca tio n . 26 , 2 , 11-34 .

d e  Jo n g , E . J . (2014). P ro g ram  d e s ig n  an d  tw o -w ay  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s. Jo u rn a l o f Im m ersio n  a n d  C o n ten t-Ba sed  La n gua g e  Ed u ca tio n , 2 , 2 , 241–256 . 
d e  Jo n g , E . J ., & B e a rse , C . I. (2014). D u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s a s  a  s tran d  w ith in  a  se c o n d a ry  sc h o o l: D ilem m as o f sc h o o l o rg an iza tio n  an d  th e  TW I m iss io n . In te rn a tio n a l Jo u rn a l o f 

B ilin g ua l Ed u ca tio n  a n d  B ilin g ua lism , 17 , 1 , 15–31 .
G o u lah , J., & So lte ro , S . (2015). R e sh ap in g  th e  m a in stre am  e d u c a tio n  c lim ate  th ro u g h  b ilin g u a l-b ic u ltu ra l e d u c a tio n . In  Y. F re em an  & D . F re em an  (Ed s.), Resea rc h  o n  p rep a rin g  

in se rv ic e  tea c h ers to  w o rk  effec tive ly  w ith  em erg en t b ilin g ua ls: Ad va n ces in  re sea rc h  in  tea c h in g  se rie s (p p . 177-203). U K : Em e ra ld  Bo o ks.
H ow ard , E . R ., & Su g a rm an , J. (2007). Rea liz in g  th e  v is io n  o f tw o -way im m ersio n : Fo ste rin g  effec tive  p ro g ram s a n d  c la ssro om s. Wash in g to n , D C . D e lta  Sy stem s. 
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . (2012). Su c c e ss  an d  c h a lle n g e s  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n . Th eo ry in to  Pra c tic e  51 , 256–262 .
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . (2016). B ilin g u a lism  an d  a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t in  c h ild re n  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. In  E . N ic o lad is  & S . M o n tan a ri (Ed s.), Bilin g ua lism  a c ro ss th e  life sp a n : 

Fa c to rs m o d era tin g  la n g ua g e  p ro fic ien c y  (p p . 203–223). Wash in g to n , D C : Am e ric an  Psyc h o lo g ic a l A sso c ia t io n .
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . J ., & B lo c k , N . (2010). A c h ie vem en t in  p re d om in an tly  low -SES  H isp an ic  d u a l lan g u ag e  sc h o o ls. In te rn a tio n a l Jo u rn a l o f B ilin g ua l Ed u ca tio n  a n d  B ilin g ua lism , 13 , 

1 , 1 -18 .
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K ., & Bo rsa to , G . (2005). H isp an ic  h ig h  sc h o o le rs  an d  m ath em atic s : Fo llow -u p  o f s tu d e n ts  w h o  h ad  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  tw o -w ay  b ilin g u a l e lem en ta ry  p ro g ram s. 

Bilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 29 , 641–652 .
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K ., & Bo rsa to , G . (2006). A c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t. In  F. G e n e se e , K . L in d h o lm -Le a ry, W. Sau n d e rs, & D . C h ris t ian  (Ed s.) Edu ca tin g  En g lish  la n g ua g e  lea rn ers  (p p . 

176–221). N ew  Yo rk , N Y: C am b rid g e  U n ive rs ity  P re ss.
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K ., & H e rn án d e z , A . (2011). A c h ie vem en t an d  lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c y  o f La tin o  s tu d e n ts  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram m e s: N a tive  En g lish  sp e ake rs, flu e n t En g lish /

p re v io u s  E LL s, an d  c u rre n t E LL s. Jo u rn a l o f M u ltilin g ua l a n d  M u ltic u ltu ra l D eve lo pm en t . 32 , 531-545 .
So lte ro , S . (2018). D u a l lan g u ag e  h ig h e r e d u c a tio n : Po st-se c o n d a ry  d isc ip lin e -b ase d  b ilin g u a l im m e rs io n . In  H . K n o e rr, A . We in b e rg  & C . Bu c h an an  (Ed s.) C u rren t issu es in  

u n ive rsity-leve l im m ersio n . (p p . 29-54). U n ive rs ity  o f O ttaw a  P re ss.
So lte ro , S . W. (2016). D ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n :  Pro g ram  d esig n  a n d  im p lem en ta tio n . Po r tsm o u th , N H : H e in em an n .
So lte ro , S . W. (2004). D ua l la n g ua g e : Tea c h in g  a n d  lea rn in g  in  tw o  la n g ua g es . Bo sto n , M A : A llyn  & Bac o n .
S te e le , J , L , S la te r, R . O ., Z am arro , G ., M ille r, T., L i, J ., & Bu rkh au se r, S . (2017). Effe c ts  o f d u a l-lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s o n  s tu d e n t a c h ie vem en t: E v id e n c e  from  lo tte ry  d a ta . 

Am erica n  Ed u ca tio n a l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 54 , 1 , 282-306 .
Te d ic k , D . J . & Lyste r, R . (2019). S caffo ld in g  la n g ua g e  d eve lo pm en t in  im m ersio n  a n d  d ua l la n g ua g e  c la ssro om s. N ew  Yo rk , N Y: R o u tle d g e .
Th om as, W. P., & C o llie r, V. P. (2015). En g lish  le a rn e rs  in  N o r th  C a ro lin a  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s: Ye a r 3  o f s tu d y : S c h o o l ye a r 2009-2010 . Fa ir fa x , VA : G e o rg e  M aso n  U n ive rs ity.

c om m un ity ’s  p h ilo so p h ic a l v iew s  an d  
va lu e s  re g a rd in g  d ive rs ity, b ilin g u a lism , 
an d  m u lt ic u ltu ra lism . D e ve lo p in g  
“id e o lo g ic a l c la rity ” (A lfa ro  an d  Ba r to lom é , 
2017) ab o u t th e  w h y  an d  h ow  o f d u a l 
lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  is  fu n d am en ta l to  its  
e ffe c tive n e ss. We  sh o u ld  n o t lo se  s ig h t 
o f a  c rit ic a l p rin c ip le  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n : it  m u st b e  p rem ise d  o n  a c c e ss, 
e q u ity, an d  in c lu s io n  fo r th o se  s tu d e n ts  
m o st a t  th e  m arg in s. W h e n  d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  g o a ls  a re  p e rc e ive d  to  b e  
h ig h ly  d e s irab le  an d  w o r th  th e  lo n g -te rm  
in ve stm en t o f re so u rc e s  an d  c om m itm en t 
b y  sc h o o ls, c om m un it ie s, an d  d is tric ts, 
th e se  p ro g ram s a re  m o re  like ly  to  e n d u re  
an d  su c c e e d . 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

A s w e  h ave  w o rke d  w ith  te ac h e rs  an d  
adm in is tra to rs  in  sc h o o ls  w ith  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s, w e  h ave  
o b se rve d  c o n s id e rab le  c o n fu s io n  
ab o u t th e  c o n c e p t an d  p ra c tic e  o f 
tran s lan g u ag in g . Som e  e d u c a to rs  b e lie ve  
th a t tran s lan g u ag in g  is  ju s t  a  n ew  te rm  
fo r c o d e -sw itc h in g  an d  th a t it  c an  le ad  to  
c o n c u rre n t tran s la t io n . A t th e se  sc h o o ls, 
th e re  is  a  p o lic y  o f s tric t  se p a ra tio n  o f th e  
tw o  lan g u ag e s. A t o th e r sc h o o ls, th e re  is  
a  c le a r u n d e rstan d in g  o f tran s lan g u ag in g  
a s  th e  n o rm a l c om m un ic a tive  p ra c tic e  
o f b ilin g u a ls  in  b ilin g u a l c om m un it ie s. 
In  th e se  sc h o o ls, th e  lan g u ag e  
a llo c a tio n  p lan  is  d e s ig n e d  to  in c lu d e  
tran s lan g u ag in g  s tra te g ie s  th a t d raw  o n  
th e  fu ll lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  o f em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a ls  d u rin g  in stru c tio n  in  e ac h  
lan g u ag e .

W h a t  I s  T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g ?

G arc ía  (2009) d e fin e s  tran s lan g u ag in g  a s  
th e  typ ic a l w ay  b ilin g u a ls  u se  lan g u ag e  
to  c om m un ic a te  b o th  in  an d  o u t o f 
sc h o o l. A s  sh e  s ta te s, “tran s lan g u ag in g s  
a re  th e  m u lt ip le  d isc u rs ive  p ra c tic e s  
in  w h ic h  b ilin g u a ls  e n g ag e  in  o rd e r to  
m ake  se n se  o f th e ir b ilin g u a l w o rld s” (45 ). 
S im ila rly, B ake r an d  W rig h t (2017) w rite  
th a t “Tran s lan g u ag in g  is  th e  p ro c e ss  o f 
m ak in g  m e an in g , sh ap in g  e xp e rie n c e s, 
u n d e rs tan d in g s, an d  kn ow le d g e  th ro u g h  

th e  u se  o f tw o  lan g u ag e s” (280). Th e y  
p o in t o u t th a t “c h ild re n  p ragm atic a lly  u se  
b o th  th e ir lan g u ag e s  in  o rd e r to  m ax im ize  
u n d e rstan d in g  an d  p e r fo rm an c e  in  an y  
le sso n .”

In  h is  re v iew  o f th e  d e fin it io n s  o f 
tran s lan g u ag in g , C um m in s  (in  p re ss) 
n o te s  th a t sc h o la rs  h ave  d e fin e d  
tran s lan g u ag in g  in  d iffe re n t w ays, an d  h e  
c o n c lu d e s :

Tran s lan g u ag in g  is  c le a rly  n o n -
p ro b lem atic  w h e n  v iew ed  a s  a  
d e sc rip tive  c o n c e p t to  re fe r to            
(a ) typ ic a l p a tte rn s  o f in te rp e rso n a l 
in te ra c tio n  am o n g  m u lt ilin g u a l 
in d iv id u a ls  w h e re  p a r t ic ip an ts  
d raw  o n  th e ir in d iv id u a l an d  sh a re d  
lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  to  c om m un ic a te  
w ith o u t re g a rd  to  c o n ve n tio n a l 
lan g u ag e  b o u n d a rie s, an d                   
(b ) c la ss ro om  in te ra c tio n s  th a t d raw  
o n  s tu d e n ts’ m u lt ilin g u a l re p e r to ire s, 
in  ad d it io n  to  th e  offi c ia l o r d om in an t 
lan g u ag e  o f in s tru c tio n . (2 )

Th e se  d iffe re n t re se a rc h e rs  c o n c lu d e  
th a t tran s lan g u ag in g  is  a  typ ic a l w ay  
b ilin g u a ls  c om m un ic a te  an d  c an  b e  u se d  
s tra te g ic a lly  in  b ilin g u a l c la sse s  to  sc affo ld  
in stru c tio n .

G a rc ía  an d  We i (2014) e xp la in  th a t in  th e  
p ro c e ss  o f m ak in g  m e an in g , b ilin g u a ls  
d raw  o n  th e ir fu ll lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire . 

Th e  lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire  is  a  se t  o f 
lin g u is t ic  fe a tu re s  th a t p e o p le  d raw  o n  to  
c om m un ic a te . B ilin g u a ls  an d  m u lt ilin g u a ls  
h ave  lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  w ith  fe a tu re s  
th a t a re  u se d  in  m o re  th an  o n e  lan g u ag e . 
L in g u is t ic  fe a tu re s  in c lu d e  p h o n em e s, 
m o rp h em e s, syn tac tic  s tru c tu re s, an d  
so  o n , th a t c om p rise  a  lan g u ag e . Som e  
fe a tu re s, su c h  a s  th e  o rd e r o f w o rd s  in  a  
se n te n c e  (su b je c t, ve rb , o b je c t) o r sp e c ific  
p h o n em e s, su c h  a s  /d /, m ig h t b e  th e  sam e  
in  som e  lan g u ag e s  an d  d iffe re n t in  o th e r 
lan g u ag e s. Em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  c an  d raw  
o n  th e  fe a tu re s  o f b o th  lan g u ag e s, fe a tu re s  
th a t a re  u n iq u e  to  o n e  lan g u ag e , a s  w e ll 
a s  fe a tu re s  th a t a re  c om m o n  to  tw o  
lan g u ag e s, a s  th e y  c om m un ic a te .

G a rc ía  (2009) e xp la in s  th a t b ilin g u a ls  
d o  n o t s im p ly  ad d  a  n ew  lan g u ag e  
to  an  e x is t in g  lan g u ag e . In ste ad , th e y  
in c o rp o ra te  th e  fe a tu re s  o f th e  n ew  
lan g u ag e  in to  an  in te g ra te d , d yn am ic  
sy stem . Th e  te rm  d yn am ic  b ilin g u a lism  
re fle c ts  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  lan g u ag e s  o f an  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l a re  a lw ays  a c t ive  in  
th e  b ra in , an d  b ilin g u a ls  d raw  o n  a ll th e ir 
lan g u ag e  re so u rc e s  a s  th e y  c om m un ic a te . 
G a rc ía  an d  K le yn  (2016) e xp la in :

D yn am ic  b ilin g u a lism  g o e s  b e yo n d  
th e  n o tio n  o f ad d it ive  b ilin g u a lism  
b e c au se  it  d o e s  n o t s im p ly  re fe r to  th e  
ad d it io n  o f a  se p a ra te  se t  o f lan g u ag e  
fe a tu re s, b u t a c kn ow le d g e s  th a t th e  
lin g u is t ic  fe a tu re s  an d  p ra c tic e s  o f 
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b ilin g u a ls  fo rm  a  u n ita ry  lin g u is t ic  
sy s tem  th a t in te ra c ts  in  d yn am ic  w ays  
(16 ).

D yn am ic  b ilin g u a lism  is  th e  ap p ro p ria te  
te rm  fo r b ilin g u a lism  in  a  g lo b a lize d  
so c ie ty. F rom  a  d yn am ic  p e rsp e c tive , 
b ilin g u a ls  an d  m u lt ilin g u a ls  u se  th e ir 
lan g u ag e s  fo r a  v a rie ty  o f p u rp o se s  an d  
in  a  va rie ty  o f se tt in g s. Th e y  a re  m o re  
o r le ss  p ro fic ie n t in  th e  va rio u s  c o n te x ts  
w h e re  th e y  u se  th e  lan g u ag e s  an d  
a re  m o re  o r le ss  p ro fic ie n t in  d iffe re n t 
m o d a lit ie s  (v isu a l, p rin t, an d  so u n d ). Th e ir 
lan g u ag e s  c o n tin u a lly  d e ve lo p  a s  th e y  
u se  e ac h  lan g u ag e  in  a  va rie ty  o f se tt in g s. 
G a rc ía  (2009) d raw s o n  th e  Lan g u ag e  
Po lic y  D iv is io n  o f th e  C o u n c il o f Eu ro p e ’s  
d e fin it io n  o f b ilin g u a lism  to  se t  a  g o a l fo r 
s tu d e n ts  in  U .S . sc h o o ls : “th e  ab ility  to  u se  
se ve ra l lan g u ag e s  to  va ry in g  d e g re e s  an d  
fo r d is t in c t  p u rp o se s” (54 ). 

G a rc ía , Ib a rra  Jo h n so n , an d  Se ltze r (2017) 
e xp la in  th a t in  a  c la ss ro om  w ith  em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a ls, th e re  is  a  tran s lan g u ag in g  
c o rrie n te :

We  u se  th e  m e tap h o r o f th e  
tran s lan g u ag in g  c o rrie n te  to  re fe r 
to  th e  c u rre n t o r flow  o f s tu d e n ts’ 
d yn am ic  b ilin g u a lism  th a t ru n s  
th ro u g h  o u r c la ss ro om s an d  sc h o o ls. 
B ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  m ake  u se  o f th e  
tran s lan g u ag in g  c o rrie n te  e ith e r 
c o ve r tly  o r o ve r tly  to  le a rn  c o n te n t 
an d  lan g u ag e  in  sc h o o l an d  to  m ake  
se n se  o f th e ir c om p le x  w o rld s  an d  
id e n tit ie s  (21 ).

In  c la sse s  w ith  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls, 
d u a l lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs  c an  u se  
tran s lan g u ag in g  s tra te g ie s  s tra te g ic a lly  

to  d raw  o n  th is  c o rrie n te  an d  im p ro ve  
e d u c a tio n  fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts. Th e  u se  o f 
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls’ h om e  lan g u ag e  
d u rin g  in stru c tio n  in  th e  p a r tn e r lan g u ag e  
e n su re s  th a t s tu d e n ts  re c e ive  an  e q u itab le  
e d u c a tio n .

T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  i s  n o t  C o d e -
S w i t c h i n g

U n til G a rc ía  an d  o th e rs  b e g an  u s in g  
th e  te rm  tran s lan g u ag in g  to  d e sc rib e  
th e  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  in  b ilin g u a l 
c om m un it ie s, re se a rc h e rs  re fe rre d  to  
th e  p ro c e ss  a s  c o d e -m ix in g  o r c o d e -
sw itc h in g . “C o d e” h e re  re fe rs  to  a  lan g u ag e . 
A  lan g u ag e  c an  b e  se e n  a s  a  sy stem  
fo r e n c o d in g  m e an in g s. L in g u is ts  u se d  
c o d e -sw itc h in g  a s  a  te rm  to  d e sc rib e  th e  
p ro c e ss  o f sw itc h in g  from  o n e  lan g u ag e  to  
an o th e r, som e tim e s  in  th e  sam e  se n te n c e . 
Fo r e xam p le , a  Sp an ish /En g lish  b ilin g u a l 
m ig h t say, “I h ave n ’t  e a te n  s in c e  lu n c h , y  
ah o ra  te n g o  m u c h a  h am b re  [an d  n ow  I’m  
ve ry  h u n g ry ].

L in g u is ts  an d  so c io lin g u is ts  h ave  s tu d ie d  
p u rp o se s  th a t b ilin g u a ls  h ave  to  d raw  o n  
b o th  th e ir lan g u ag e s. A s  G ro s je an (2010) 
w rite s, “C o d e -sw itc h in g  is  a lso  u se d  a s  a  
c om m un ic a tive  o r so c ia l s tra te g y  to  sh ow  
sp e ake r in vo lvem en t, m a rk  g ro u p  id e n tity, 
e xc lu d e  som eo n e , ra ise  o n e ’s  s ta tu s, sh ow  
e xp e r t ise , an d  so  o n” (54–55). 

A lth o u g h  lin g u is ts  h ave  fo u n d  th a t 
b ilin g u a ls  d raw  o n  tw o  lan g u ag e s  a s  th e y  
c om m un ic a te  fo r a  n um b e r o f d iffe re n t 
re a so n s, c o d e -sw itc h in g  h as  a  n e g a tive  
c o n n o ta tio n  fo r som e  p e o p le . Som e  
b ilin g u a ls  w e  h ave  w o rke d  w ith  h ave  
ap o lo g ize d  fo r m ix in g  tw o  lan g u ag e s  o r 
u s in g  “Sp an g lish .” Som e  p e o p le  a ssum e  

th a t b ilin g u a ls  h ave  to  c o d e -sw itc h  
b e c au se  th e y  a re  d e fic ie n t in  o n e  o r 
b o th  lan g u ag e s. Th e y  b e lie ve  th a t th o se  
w h o  c o d e -sw itc h  d o  n o t kn ow  a  w o rd  in  
En g lish , so  th e y  su b stitu te  a  Sp an ish  w o rd .

G a rc ía  p o in ts  o u t th a t c o d e -sw itc h in g  is  
a  w ay  to  d e sc rib e  th e  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  
o f b ilin g u a ls  from  an  e x te rn a l p o in t o f 
v iew . Som eo n e  o b se rv in g  tw o  b ilin g u a ls  
m ig h t c o n c lu d e  th a t th e y  w e re  sw itc h in g  
b e tw e e n  lan g u ag e s. Th is  is  a  v iew  from  a  
m o n o lin g u a l p e rsp e c tive . M o n o lin g u a ls  
m ig h t th in k  o f b ilin g u a ls  a s  tw o  
m o n o lin g u a ls  in  o n e  p e rso n .

H ow e ve r, from  th e  b ilin g u a l p e rso n ’s  
v iew p o in t, th e  u se  o f th e  tw o  lan g u ag e s  
is  s im p ly  a  w ay  o f u s in g  a ll th e ir lan g u ag e  
re so u rc e s  to  c om m un ic a te . F rom  a  
h o lis t ic  v iew  o f a  b ilin g u a l a s  a  p e rso n  
w ith  o n e  c om p le x  lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire , 
th e re  is  n o  sw itc h in g  b e tw e e n  c o d e s  o f 
se p a ra te  lan g u ag e s. In s te ad , th e  b ilin g u a l 
is  d raw in g  o n  fe a tu re s  o f o n e  c om p le x  
lin g u is t ic  sy s tem  to  c om m un ic a te  
e ffe c tive ly. A s  G a rc ía  an d  We i (2014) s ta te : 

Tran s lan g u ag in g  d iffe rs  from  th e  
n o tio n  o f c o d e -sw itc h in g  in  th a t it  
re fe rs  n o t s im p ly  to  a  sh ift  o r sh u ttle  
b e tw e e n  tw o  lan g u ag e s, b u t to  th e  
sp e ake rs’ c o n stru c tio n  an d  u se  o f 
o rig in a l an d  c om p le x  in te rre la te d  
d isc u rs ive  p ra c tic e s  th a t c an n o t b e  
e a s ily  a ss ig n e d  to  o n e  o r an o th e r 
trad it io n a l d e fin it io n  o f a  lan g u ag e , 
b u t th a t m ake  u p  th e  sp e ake rs’ 
c om p le te  lan g u ag e  re p e r to ire  (22 ). 

F rom  th is  p e rsp e c tive , d raw in g  o n  
w o rd s  an d  p h ra se s  from  b o th  lan g u ag e s  
a llow s  b ilin g u a ls  to  c om m un ic a te  m o re  
e ffe c tive ly  in  th e  sam e  w ay  th a t h av in g  a  
la rg e  vo c ab u la ry  in  o n e  lan g u ag e  a llow s  
p e o p le  to  e xp re ss  th em se lve s  m o re  fu lly.

B ilin g u a ls  tran s lan g u ag e  in  c e r ta in  
c o n te x ts. In  th e  e xam p le  ab o ve , th e  
sp e ake r w o u ld  o n ly  d raw  o n  th e  fe a tu re s  
o f tw o  lan g u ag e s  w h e n  c om m un ic a tin g  
w ith  an o th e r b ilin g u a l. In  th e  sam e  
w ay  th a t sp e ake rs  sh ift  from  fo rm a l 
to  in fo rm a l re g is te rs  d e p e n d in g  o n  
w h om  th e y  a re  ta lk in g  w ith  an d  th e  
c o n te x t, b ilin g u a ls  sh ift  lan g u ag e s  to  
c om m un ic a te  e ffe c tive ly  in  d iffe re n t 
s itu a tio n s  w ith  d iffe re n t p e o p le . Th e y  d o  
th is  au tom atic a lly  in  o rd e r to  u se  th e ir 
lan g u ag e  re so u rc e s  e ffe c tive ly.
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T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  i s  N o t  C o n c u r r e n t  
T r a n s l a t i o n

In  som e  d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s, 
lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  in  th e  tw o  lan g u ag e s  
is  s tric t ly  se p a ra te d . D u rin g  in stru c tio n  
an d  a sse ssm en t, th e  tw o  lan g u ag e s  a re  
ke p t se p a ra te . A s  G a rc ía  (2009) o b se rve s, 
“b ilin g u a ls  a re  e xp e c te d  to  b e  an d  d o  w ith  
e ac h  o f th e ir lan g u ag e s  th e  sam e  th in g  a s  
m o n o lin g u a ls” (52 ). S tu d e n ts  a re  e xp e c te d  
to  p e r fo rm  like  En g lish  m o n o lin g u a ls  
d u rin g  En g lish  t im e  an d  like  Sp an ish  
m o n o lin g u a ls  d u rin g  Sp an ish  t im e .

C um m in s  (2007) a rg u e s  th a t s tric t  
se p a ra tio n  p o lic ie s  a re  b a se d  o n  
m isc o n c e p tio n s. O n e  o f th e se  
m isc o n c e p tio n s  ap p lie s  sp e c ific a lly  
to  d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s. 
C um m in s  re fe rs  to  th is  a s  th e  Tw o  So litu d e s  
a ssum p tio n . Th e  m isc o n c e p tio n  is  th a t in  
b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s, th e  tw o  lan g u ag e s  
sh o u ld  b e  ke p t r ig id ly  se p a ra te d . C um m in s  
p o in ts  o u t: 

Th is  a ssum p tio n  w as  in it ia lly  a r t ic u la te d  b y  
Lam b e r t  an d  Tu c ke r (1972) in  th e  c o n te x t o f 
th e  S t. Lam b e r t  F re n c h  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram  
e va lu a tio n  an d  s in c e  th a t t im e  h as  b e c om e  
ax iom atic  in  th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f 
se c o n d  lan g u ag e   an d  m o st d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s (233).

Th e  p ra c tic e  o f se p a ra tin g  th e  tw o  
lan g u ag e s  d e ve lo p e d  to  e n su re  th a t 
e n o u g h  t im e  w as  a llo c a te d  to  e ac h  
lan g u ag e  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  a c q u ire  th e  
lan g u ag e . W ith o u t suffi c ie n t e xp o su re  to  
a  lan g u ag e , it  is  n o t p o ss ib le  to  d e ve lo p  
p ro fic ie n c y  in  th e  lan g u ag e . In  som e  c a se s, 
e ve n  w h e n  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s a llo c a te d  
a  sp e c ific  t im e  fo r e ac h  lan g u ag e , som e  
te ac h e rs  tran s la te d  e ac h  th in g  th e y  sa id  
to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rstan d  a  le sso n . Th is  
p ra c tic e , c a lle d  c o n c u rre n t tran s la t io n , 
is  n o t e ffe c tive  b e c au se  w h e n  s tu d e n ts  
kn ow  th a t th e  te ac h e r w ill tran s la te , 
th e y  ig n o re  th e  in p u t g ive n  in  th e  ta rg e t 
lan g u ag e . A  Sp an ish  sp e ake r in  a  Sp an ish /
En g lish  p ro g ram  m ig h t ig n o re  th e  En g lish , 
an d  an  En g lish  sp e ake r m ig h t ig n o re  th e  
Sp an ish . S tric t  se p a ra tio n  o f lan g u ag e s  
in  m an y  p ro g ram s d e ve lo p e d  to  avo id  
c o n c u rre n t tran s la t io n  an d  to  e n su re  th a t 
adm in is tra to rs  c o u ld  m o n ito r lan g u ag e  u se .

A n  e xam p le  o f h ow  c o n c u rre n t tran s la t io n  
w o rks  c om e s  from  d riv in g  a  c a r. Th e  
sp e e d om e te r sh ow s b o th  m ile s  an d  
k ilom e te rs, an d  d rive rs  s im p ly  ig n o re  th e  
sy stem  th e y  a re  n o t fam ilia r w ith . D rive rs  
in  M e x ic o  w o u ld  g au g e  th e ir sp e e d  in  
k ilom e te rs  p e r h o u r, an d  m o st d rive rs  in  
th e  U .S . w o u ld  fo c u s  o n  m ile s  p e r h o u r. 
In  th e  sam e  w ay, som e  b an ks  sh ow  th e  
tem p e ra tu re  fo r b o th  C e n tig rad e  an d  
Fah re n h e it. Pe o p le  p ay  a tte n tio n  to  th e  
sy stem  th e y  a re  fam ilia r w ith  an d  ig n o re  
th e  o th e r re ad in g . If te a c h e rs  o r s tu d e n ts  
tran s la te  e ve ry th in g  in to  th e  h om e  
lan g u ag e , em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  d o  n o t tr y  
to  m ake  se n se  o f th e  n ew  lan g u ag e  th e y  
a re  tr y in g  to  a c q u ire .

M an y  e ffe c tive  p ra c tic e s  a re  e xc lu d e d  
w h e n  in stru c tio n  is  lim ite d  to  o n e  
lan g u ag e  a t  a  t im e . Fo r e xam p le , h av in g  
s tu d e n ts  a c c e ss  c o g n ate s  d e p e n d s  o n  
u s in g  b o th  lan g u ag e s  s im u ltan e o u s ly. 
W h e n  th e  lan g u ag e s  a re  n o t se p a ra te d , 
s tu d e n ts  c an  c a rry  o u t lin g u is t ic  
in ve stig a tio n s  an d  b u ild  m e ta lin g u is t ic  
aw a re n e ss  b y  c om p a rin g  an d  c o n tra st in g  
lan g u ag e s. Fo r e xam p le , s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  
c om p are  an d  c o n tra st  th e  s tru c tu re  
o f p o sse ss ive s  in  En g lish  an d  Sp an ish  
se n te n c e s. 

C um m in s  (2007) e xp la in s  h is  su p p o r t  o f 
th e se  typ e s  o f a c t iv it ie s  a s  h e  w rite s :

It  d o e s  se em  re a so n ab le  to  c re a te  la rg e ly  
se p a ra te  sp ac e s  fo r e a c h  lan g u ag e  
w ith in  a  b ilin g u a l o r im m e rs io n  p ro g ram . 
H ow e ve r, th e re  a re  a lso  c om p e llin g  
a rg um en ts  to  b e  m ad e  fo r c re a tin g  a  

sh a re d  o r in te rd e p e n d e n t sp ac e  fo r th e  
p rom o tio n  o f lan g u ag e  aw are n e ss  an d  
c ro ss-lan g u ag e  c o g n it ive  p ro c e ss in g . Th e  
re a lity  is  th a t s tu d e n ts  a re  m ak in g  c ro ss-
lin g u is t ic  c o n n e c tio n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  
c o u rse  o f th e ir le a rn in g  in  a  b ilin g u a l o r 
im m e rs io n  p ro g ram , so  w h y  n o t n u r tu re  
th is  le a rn in g  s tra te g y  an d  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  to  
ap p ly  it  m o re  effi c ie n tly ? (229)

C um m in s  p o in ts  o u t th a t th e re  is  
th e o re tic a l su p p o r t  fo r u s in g  b o th  
lan g u ag e s  fo r in s tru c tio n . R e se a rc h  h a s  
sh ow n  th a t n ew  kn ow le d g e  is  b u ilt  o n  
e x is t in g  kn ow le d g e , an d  if th a t kn ow le d g e  
w as  d e ve lo p e d  in  th e  h om e  lan g u ag e , 
it  c o u ld  b e st  b e  a c c e sse d  th ro u g h  th e  
h om e  lan g u ag e  (N a tio n a l A c ad em ie s  
o f S c ie n c e , 2018). In  ad d it io n , lite ra c y  
sk ills  a re  in te rd e p e n d e n t, so  te ac h in g  
sh o u ld  fa c ilita te  c ro ss-lan g u ag e  tran s fe r. 
H e  c o n c lu d e s  h is  d isc u ss io n  o f th e  Tw o  
So litu d e s  m isc o n c e p tio n  b y  s ta t in g , “th e  
em p iric a l e v id e n c e  is  c o n s is te n t b o th  w ith  
an  em p h as is  o n  e x te n s ive  c om m un ic a tive  
in te ra c tio n  in  th e  T L  [ta rg e t lan g u ag e ] 
(id e a lly  in  b o th  o ra l an d  w ritte n  m o d e s) 
an d  th e  u tility  o f s tu d e n ts’ h om e  lan g u ag e  
a s  a  c o g n it ive  to o l in  le a rn in g  th e  T L” 
(226–27). 

Effe c tive  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s 
ad o p t lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  p o lic ie s  
th a t e n su re  th a t suffi c ie n t t im e  is  g ive n  
to  e ac h  lan g u ag e  an d  th a t th e re  a re  
a lso  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r te ac h e rs  to  u se  
tran s lan g u ag in g  s tra te g ie s  s tra te g ic a lly  
d u rin g  b o th  Sp an ish  t im e  an d  En g lish  
t im e . F ig u re  1  sh ow s a  p lan  fo r o p tim a l 
lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n .

Fig u re  1 .  M a c ro -M ic ro  A lte rn a tio n  o f La n g ua g es

M a c r o -A l t e r n a t i o n M i c r o -A l t e r n a t i o n

D e d ic a te d  T im e  fo r  
E a c h  L a n g u a g e

Tra n s la n g u a g in g  S p a c e s  w ith in  th e  
D e d ic a te d  S p a n is h  o r  E n g lis h  T im e

S p a n is h  D a y /E n g lis h  D a y F le x ib le  L a n g u a g e  U s e  b y  Te a c h e r s  a n d  
S tu d e n t s

AM  S p a n is h /PM  E n g lis h S t ra te g ic /S c a ff o ld /D iff e re n t ia te

B y  S u b je c t  M a t te r P re v ie w—View—R e v ie w

P ro g ram  L e v e l C la s s ro o m  o r  O n lin e  le v e l
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T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  S t r a t e g i e s

When  te ac h e rs  u se  tran s lan g u ag in g  
s tra te g ie s  s tra te g ic a lly, th e y  a llo c a te  
suffi c ie n t t im e  fo r e a c h  lan g u ag e  an d  a lso  
affi rm  th e ir s tu d e n ts’ b ilin g u a l id e n tit ie s. 
Th is  ap p ro ac h  e n su re s  lin g u is t ic  e q u ity. 
O n e  w ay  th a t sc h o o ls  affi rm  stu d e n ts’ 
b ilin g u a l id e n tity  is  b y  e n su rin g  th a t th e  
sc h o o l’s  lin g u is t ic  e c o lo g y  re fle c ts  th e  
lan g u ag e s  an d  c u ltu re s  o f a ll th e  s tu d e n ts  
in  th e  sc h o o l. S c h o o ls  e n su re  th a t m u ra ls, 
s ig n s, an d  s tu d e n t w o rk  in  h a llw ays  an d  
c la ss ro om s re fle c t th e  s tu d e n ts’ lan g u ag e s. 
In  ad d it io n , sc h o o l lib ra rie s  m u st in c lu d e  
b o o ks  an d  o th e r re so u rc e s  in  th e  s tu d e n ts’ 
lan g u ag e s. Te ac h e rs  c an  a lso  in c o rp o ra te  
a c t iv it ie s  th a t d raw  o n  an d  sh ow c ase  
s tu d e n ts’ lan g u ag e s, su c h  a s  p o stin g  
b ilin g u a l an d  m u lt ilin g u a l w o rd  w a lls  an d  
s tu d e n t p ro je c ts  c re a te d  in  th e  lan g u ag e s  
th e y  a re  u s in g . A ll o f th e se  p ra c tic e s  affi rm  
stu d e n ts’ lan g u ag e s  an d  c u ltu re s.

M a ry  an d  E lizab e th , tw o  te ac h e r 
e d u c a to rs, in vo lve d  th e ir te ac h e r 
c an d id a te s  in  an  a c tiv ity  to  m ake  th e  
s tu d e n ts  th in k  m o re  d e e p ly  o n  th e  to p ic  o f 
c u ltu re . A fte r th e  s tu d e n ts  h ad  d isc u sse d  
c u ltu re  an d  w ritte n  th e ir ow n  d e fin it io n s  
o f c u ltu re , th e  te ac h e rs  a ske d  th em  to  
c re a te  a  C u ltu ra l Ve n n  D iag ram . S tu d e n ts  
w e re  g ive n  th e  fo llow in g  d ire c t io n s : 

Pa r tn e r u p  w ith  som eo n e  in  yo u r g ro u p .

• E a c h  o f yo u  p ic ks  a  sh ap e  th a t 
re p re se n ts  yo u r c u ltu re .

• D raw  yo u r sh ap e s  o ve rlap p in g  (like  a  
trad it io n a l Ve n n  D iag ram ).

• O n  th e  o u ts id e  se c tio n s, w rite  th e  
c h a rac te ris t ic s  o f yo u r c u ltu re .

• O n  th e  o ve rlap , w rite  ab o u t h ow  yo u r 
c u ltu re s  a re  s im ila r.

e s tu d io . Sh e  e n c o u rag e d  h e r em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a ls  to  rem em b e r th is  re g u la r 
v a ria t io n  a s  th e y  w ro te  in  e ith e r En g lish  o r 
Sp an ish .

Te ac h e rs  c an  a lso  u se  tran s lan g u ag in g  
s tra te g ie s  to  sc affo ld  in stru c tio n . Th e y  
c an  h ave  b ilin g u a l p a irs  d o  a  tu rn -
an d -ta lk  u s in g  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  o r 
h ave  sm a ll g ro u p s  o f s tu d e n ts  u se  th e ir 
h om e  lan g u ag e  to  e xp la in  a  h om ew o rk  
a ss ig nm en t to  e ac h  o th e r. Te ac h e rs  c an  
a lso  sc affo ld  b ilite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t. Fo r 
e xam p le , th e  te ac h e r c o u ld  re ad  a  b o o k  
in  En g lish  an d  th e n  d isc u ss  it  w ith  th e  
c la ss  in  Sp an ish . S tu d e n ts  c o u ld  w atc h  a  
v id e o  c lip  in  Sp an ish  an d  w rite  a  sum m ary  
in  En g lish . Th e y  c o u ld  re ad  an  a r t ic le  in  
Sp an ish  an d  d isc u ss  it  w ith  a  p a r tn e r in  
En g lish . S tu d e n ts  c an  re ad  a  b ilin g u a l 
b o o k  in  o n e  lan g u ag e  an d  u se  th e  h om e  
lan g u ag e  ve rs io n  o f th e  te x t  a s  a  re so u rc e  
if th e y  h ave  d iffi c u lty. Em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  
c an  a lso  w rite  th e ir ow n  b ilin g u a l b o o ks, 
w rite  d ia lo g u e  fo r b ilin g u a l c h a rac te rs, 
w rite  a  sp e e c h  fo r a  b ilin g u a l au d ie n c e , o r 
c re a te  b ilin g u a l p o em s in  tw o  vo ic e s.

S tra te g ic  u se  o f tran s lan g u ag in g  s tra te g ie s  
like  th e se  affi rm  stu d e n ts’ b ilin g u a l 
id e n tit ie s  an d  a lso  h e lp  th em  d e ve lo p  
b ilite ra c y. Te ac h e rs  c an  u se  th e se  s tra te g ie s  
to  b u ild  s tu d e n ts’ m e ta lin g u is t ic  aw a re n e ss  
a s  th e y  c om p a re  an d  c o n tra st  lan g u ag e s, 
an d  th e y  c an  sc affo ld  in stru c tio n  b y  
d raw in g  o n  s tu d e n ts’ fu ll lin g u is t ic  
re p e r to ire s. In  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s 
w h e re  te ac h e rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs  
u n d e rstan d  tran s lan g u ag in g  an d  h ow  
it  is  d iffe re n t from  c o d e -sw itc h in g  an d  
c o n c u rre n t tran s la t io n , a ll s tu d e n ts  c an  
d e ve lo p  c ro ss-c u ltu ra l c om p e te n c e  an d  
a c h ie ve  h ig h  le ve ls  o f b ilin g u a lism  an d  
b ilite ra c y.

E ac h  p a ir o f s tu d e n ts  u se d  a  d iffe re n t 
p ie c e  o f p o ste r p ap e r an d  w o rke d  to  
th in k  o f som e th in g  th a t re p re se n te d  th e ir 
c u ltu re . O n e  s tu d e n t, Je ss ic a , c h o se  to  
d raw  a  H m o n g  d rum  so  o fte n  u se d  in  b o th  
fe s t iv a ls  an d  fu n e ra ls  in  trad it io n a l H m o n g  
c u ltu re , an d  G re g o ria  d rew  a  n o p a l c a c tu s, 
sym b o lic  o f b o th  th e  a rid  lan d sc ap e s  
in  M e x ic o  an d  th e  fru it  th a t is  o fte n  
e a te n  an d  u se d  fo r d iffe re n t p u rp o se s. 
W ith in  e ac h  sym b o l, th e  s tu d e n ts  w ro te  
re fle c tio n s  o f th e ir ow n  c u ltu re . Th e n , th e y  
w ro te  w h at th e y  h ad  in  c om m o n  in  th e  
o ve rlap  se c tio n .

A fte r th e se  a c t iv it ie s, th e  s tu d e n ts  lo o ke d  
ag a in  a t  th e ir o rig in a l d e fin it io n s  o f c u ltu re , 
ad d e d  to  th em , an d  th e n  re ad  a r t ic le s  to  
se e  h ow  o th e rs  h ad  d e fin e d  c u ltu re . M a ry  
an d  E lizab e th ’s  ap p ro ac h  o f u s in g  th e se  
d iffe re n t a c t iv it ie s  h e lp e d  p re p a re  th e se  
fu tu re  te ac h e rs  to  affi rm  th e ir s tu d e n ts’ 
c u ltu re s  an d  lan g u ag e s.

Tran s lan g u ag in g  s tra te g ie s  a lso  b u ild  
s tu d e n ts’ m e ta lin g u is t ic  aw a re n e ss. 
W h e n  te ac h e rs  c om p a re  an d  c o n tra st  
lan g u ag e s, em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  b u ild  an  
u n d e rstan d in g  o f h ow  th e ir ad d it io n a l 
lan g u ag e  is  s im ila r to  an d  d iffe re n t from  
th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e . M a rzan o , P ic ke rin g , 
an d  Po llo c k  (2001) lis t  id e n tify in g  
s im ila rit ie s  an d  d iffe re n c e s  a s  o n e  o f th e  
m o st e ffe c tive  s tra te g ie s  fo r im p ro v in g  
in stru c tio n .

In  ad d it io n  to  p o stin g  c o g n ate  w a lls , 
te a c h e rs  c an  c om p are  sp e llin g s. O n e  
te ac h e r in  a  d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l 
p ro g ram  w o rke d  w ith  h e r yo u n g  s tu d e n ts  
to  d isc o ve r w o rd s  in  Sp an ish  th a t lo o ke d  
like  En g lish  w o rd s, e xc e p t th a t th e  Sp an ish  
w o rd s  s ta r te d  w ith  an  “e .”  Sh e  lis te d  w o rd  
p a irs  su c h  a s  s tam p /e stam p a , sc o rp io n /
e sc o rp ió n , sp e c ia l/e sp e c ia l, an d  s tu d y/
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W e are  in  a  h is to ric  m om en t in  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  an d  th e  E a rly  
Le a rn in g  fie ld . In  th e  p a st  s ix  

m o n th s, o u r n a tio n  h a s  e xp e rie n c e d  
a  o n c e -in -a-c e n tu ry  p an d em ic  an d  
c a ta stro p h ic  e c o n om ic  sh o r tfa lls  
c om b in e d  w ith  an  in c re a s in g ly  u rg e n t 
c o n ve rsa tio n  ab o u t ra c ia l e q u ity. Th e  
C O VID -19  p u b lic  h e a lth  an d  e c o n om ic  
c ris is  w ill fo rc e  u s  to  re b u ild  an d  re th in k  
h ow  w e  o ffe r E a rly  Le a rn in g  p ro g ram s. Th e  
ra c ia l ju s t ic e  m o vem en t m e an s  th a t th o se  
c o n ve rsa tio n s  m u st in c lu d e  a  c om m itm en t 
to  d ive rs ity  an d  e q u ity  a t  th e ir c o re . 

Background

In  C a lifo rn ia , D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs  
(D LLs), c h ild re n  ag e s  b ir th  to  five  w h o  a re  
le a rn in g  a  lan g u ag e  o th e r th an  En g lish  
a t  h om e , a re  a  s ig n ific an t b u t fre q u e n tly  
o ve rlo o ke d  p o p u la tio n . R e p re se n tin g  
60% o f c h ild re n  ag e s  0 -5  (Th e  C h ild re n 's  
Pa r tn e rsh ip  & E a rly  Ed g e  C A , 2018), D LL s  
h ave  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  b e c om e  fu lly  
b ilin g u a l an d  b ilite ra te , a  h u g e  b e n e fit to  

th e  c h ild re n , fam ilie s, an d  so c ie ty. H ow e ve r, 
to o  o fte n , th e  E a rly  Le a rn in g  an d  K-12  
e d u c a tio n  sy stem s fa il to  p ro v id e  D LLs  
w ith  th e  su p p o r t  th e y  n e e d  to  d e ve lo p  
th e ir sk ills , le av in g  D LLs  d isad van tag e d  
an d  u n d e r-p e r fo rm in g  in  b o th  th e ir h om e  
lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish . Fo r th is  re a so n , 
D LLs  a re  a  c ru c ia l p a r t  o f an y  so lu tio n  to  
n a rrow in g  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  g ap  a c ro ss  
ra c ia l an d  so c io e c o n om ic  lin e s.

C a lifo rn ia’s  c u rre n t e d u c a tio n  sy stem  
an d  p o lic ie s  fo r se rv in g  D LLs  an d  En g lish  
Le a rn e rs  (E L s)1 w e re  d e s ig n e d  to  lim it  
d ive rs ity  an d  im p o se  a ss im ila t io n . In  th e  
1980s, vo te rs  o ve rw h e lm in g ly  ap p ro ve d  
a  b a llo t  in it ia t ive  d e c la rin g  En g lish  a s  
C a lifo rn ia’s  offi c ia l lan g u ag e . A  d e c ad e  la te r, 
P ro p o s it io n  227  se ve re ly  re s tric te d  b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n , a  p o lic y  in  p la c e  fo r n e a rly  tw o  
d e c ad e s  (O u , 2016). Fo r m an y  D LLs  an d  
E L s, th e se  p o lic ie s  n o t o n ly  m e an t th a t 
c h ild re n  lo st  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d e ve lo p  
flu e n c y  in  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e ; th e y  w e re  
a lso  le ss  like ly  to  re su lt  in  c h ild re n  g a in in g  
p ro fic ie n c y  in  En g lish .

C o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r b e lie f, En g lish  
im m e rs io n  is  n o t th e  sw ifte s t  o r m o st 
e ffe c tive  w ay  fo r yo u n g  c h ild re n  to  le a rn  
th e  lan g u ag e . C h ild re n  w h o  a re  im m e rse d  
in  En g lish -o n ly  p ro g ram s b e fo re  th e y  h ave  
m aste re d  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  e xp e rie n c e  
a  n e g a tive  im p ac t o n  th e ir o ve ra ll 
lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t, im p e d in g  th e ir 
ab ility  to  le a rn  to  sp e ak , re ad , an d  w rite  in  
an y  lan g u ag e . Th is  o fte n  re su lts  in  lo n g -
te rm  ac ad em ic  c h a lle n g e s  an d  u n e q u a l 
o u tc om e s. C o n ve rse ly, c h ild re n  w h o  
re c e ive  c o n s is te n t su p p o r t  in  th e ir h om e  
lan g u ag e  a s  th e y  a re  a c q u irin g  En g lish  c an  
a c h ie ve  flu e n c y  in  o n e  o r m o re  ad d it io n a l 
lan g u ag e s, re su lt in g  in  so c ia l an d  a c ad em ic  
o u tc om e s  th a t m atc h  o r e xc e e d  th a t o f 
m o n o lin g u a l En g lish -sp e ak in g  c h ild re n  
from  s im ila r b ac kg ro u n d s  (E sp in o sa , 2013).

In  re c e n t ye a rs, C a lifo rn ia  h a s  b e g u n  to  
ad d re ss  th e  h a rm s o f p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n s. 
Th e  p ro h ib it io n  o n  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  
w as  re p e a le d  in  2016  w ith  P ro p o s it io n  
58 , an d  th e  fo llow in g  ye a r, th e  S ta te  
Bo a rd  o f Ed u c a tio n  ad o p te d  th e  En g lish  

S u p p o r t i n g  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r s  i s  C r u c i a l  f o r  
E q u i t y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a

A n n a  Io a k im e d e s ,  M .A .
C a r o ly n e  C r o lo t t e ,  M .A .
G i s e l le  N a v a r r o -C r u z ,  P h .D .
Ea rly  Ed g e  C a lifo rn ia
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Le a rn e r R o adm ap  s ta te  p o lic y, an  a sse ts-
b ase d  fram ew o rk  fo r su p p o r tin g  D LLs  
an d  E L s  from  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  th ro u g h  
12 th  g rad e  (H aku ta , 2018).  In  2018 , S ta te  
Su p e rin te n d e n t o f Pu b lic  In stru c tio n  (SSP I) 
Tom  To rlakso n  lau n c h e d  G lo b a l C a lifo rn ia  
2030 , w h ic h  a im s  to  d o u b le  th e  n um b e r 
o f b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  au th o rize d , tr ip le  th e  
n um b e r o f s tu d e n ts  re c e iv in g  th e  S ta te  S e a l 
o f B ilite ra c y, an d  q u ad ru p le  th e  n um b e r o f 
d u a l im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s b y  2030 . C u rre n t 
SSP I To n y  Th u rm o n d  h as  sh a re d  su p p o r t  fo r 
th is  in it ia t ive  (Th u rm o n d , 2019).

B a r r i e r s  t o  T e a c h e r  T r a i n i n g  i n  D L L -
S p e c i fi c  S t r a t e g i e s  

D e sp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t D LLs  re p re se n t 
a  m a jo rity  o f yo u n g  c h ild re n  an d  th a t 
d e ve lo p in g  b o th  a  c h ild ’s  h om e  lan g u ag e  
an d  En g lish  s im u ltan e o u s ly  is  c rit ic a l fo r 
fu tu re  a c ad em ic  an d  so c ia l su c c e ss, E a rly  
Le a rn in g  te ac h e rs  in  C a lifo rn ia  a re  n o t 
re q u ire d  to  re c e ive  an y  sp e c ific  in stru c tio n  
o r tra in in g  in  w o rk in g  w ith  D LLs  o r th e ir 
fam ilie s. Th is  s tan d s  in  c o n tra st  to  th e  
K-12  sy stem , w h ic h  re q u ire s  te ac h e rs  to  
d em o n stra te  c om p e te n c y  in  w o rk in g  
w ith  E L s  a s  p a r t  o f th e  c re d e n tia lin g  
p ro c e ss. E a rly  Ed g e  C a lifo rn ia’s  re p o r t, 
Im p ro v in g  Tea ch er Prep a ra tio n  to  Sup p o rt 
D ua l La n g ua g e  Lea rn ers , d e sc rib e s  th e  
b a rrie rs  te ac h e rs  fa c e  in  a c q u irin g  th e  sk ills  
n e c e ssa ry  to  se rve  D LLs  an d  th e  s te p s  th a t 
C a lifo rn ia  c an  take  to  e n su re  th a t a ll E a rly  
Le a rn in g  te ac h e rs  a re  p re p a re d  to  se rve  
D LLs  an d  th e ir fam ilie s  e ffe c tive ly.

M an y  E a rly  Le a rn in g  te ac h e r tra in in g  
p ro g ram s d o  n o t o ffe r D LL-sp e c ific  
c o u rsew o rk  in  th e ir p ro g ram s. A  re v iew  
o f C a lifo rn ia  C om m un ity  C o lle g e s, w h e re  
m o st E a rly  Le a rn in g  te ac h e rs  re c e ive  p a r t  
o r a ll o f th e ir e d u c a tio n , fo u n d  th a t few e r 
th an  o n e  in  five  (17%) o ffe r a  s in g le  c la ss  

fo c u s in g  o n  te ac h in g  D LLs, an d  o n ly  fo u r 
sc h o o ls  o u t o f 110  o ffe r a  sp e c ific  D LL  
c o n c e n tra tio n  in  th e ir E a rly  C h ild h o o d  
Ed u c a tio n  o r C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t p ro g ram . 
A t th e  u n ive rs ity  le ve l, n o  sc h o o l o ffe rs  a  
c o n c e n tra tio n  in  se rv in g  D LLs, an d  o n ly  
o n e -th ird  o f C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs it ie s  
an d  a  s in g le  U n ive rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  c am p u s  
o ffe r a  sp e c ific  c la ss  in  su p p o r tin g  D LLs. 
In  ad d it io n , b ro ad  g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n  
re q u irem en ts  m e an  th a t m an y  p ro sp e c tive  
te ac h e rs  d o  n o t h ave  th e  t im e  o r fu n d in g  
to  ad d  a  c o u rse  o n  se rv in g  D LLs, e ve n  if 
su c h  a  c la ss  is  o ffe re d . Su rve ye d  fa c u lty  
in d ic a te  th a t u n le ss  c om p e te n c y  in  se rv in g  
D LLs  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t 
Pe rm it, C a lifo rn ia’s  c e r t ific a tio n  fo r E a rly  
Le a rn in g , th e re  w ill b e  n o  in st itu tio n a l w ill 
to  d e ve lo p  o r s taff  c la sse s  to  te ac h  D LL-
sp e c ific  c la ss ro om  stra te g ie s  (Io ak im ed e s, 
e t  a l., 2020).

P ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t to  h e lp  
p ra c tic in g  te ac h e rs  w o rk  w ith  D LLs  is  
a lso  lim ite d—one  te ac h e r in te rv iew ed  
fo r Im p ro v in g  Tea ch er Prep a ra tio n  w h o  
se rve s  a  la rg e  p e rc e n tag e  o f D LL s  from  
m u ltip le  lan g u ag e  b ac kg ro u n d s  s ta te d  sh e  
h ad  re c e ive d  “ze ro” D LL-sp e c ific  tra in in g  
o p p o r tu n it ie s. A n o th e r in d ic a te d  th a t h e r 
d is tric t  o ffe re d  o n ly  o n e  c la ss  o n  su p p o r tin g  
D LLs, re p e a tin g  th e  sam e  m ate ria l e ve ry  
ye a r. (Io ak im ed e s, e t  a l., 2020).

G ive n  th e  d ive rs ity  o f lan g u ag e s  sp o ke n  
in  C a lifo rn ia , te a c h e rs  n e e d  su p p o r t  an d  
g u id an c e  o n  h ow  to  b e st  e n g ag e  fam ilie s  
from  d ive rse  c u ltu ra l an d  lin g u is t ic  
b ac kg ro u n d s  an d  w o rk  w ith  th em  to  
c o llab o ra tive ly  s tre n g th e n  c h ild re n ’s  
lan g u ag e  sk ills . Pa re n t p a r tn e rsh ip s  a re  
c rit ic a l in  h e lp in g  D LLs  d e ve lo p  h om e  
lan g u ag e  sk ills . H ow e ve r, m an y  p a re n ts  
a re  u n aw are  o f th e  va lu e  o f m a in ta in in g  
th e  h om e  lan g u ag e , an d  som e  a re  e ve n  
in stru c te d  b y  p e d ia tric ian s, so c ia l w o rke rs, 
o r o th e r p ro fe ss io n a ls  to  avo id  u s in g  th e ir 
h om e  lan g u ag e  in  favo r o f En g lish  (Bay  
A re a  Ad v iso ry  G ro u p , 2019).

Te ac h e rs  sh o u ld  e n c o u rag e  p a re n ts  to  re ad , 
ta lk , s in g , an d  d o  o th e r e n ric h in g  a c tiv it ie s  
w ith  th e ir c h ild re n  in  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e , 
em p h as iz in g  th a t fo s te rin g  th e se  sk ills  in  
an y  lan g u ag e  w ill h e lp  c h ild re n ’s  a c ad em ic  
an d  so c ia l d e ve lo pm en t in  th e  lo n g  te rm . 
Te ac h e rs  c an  a lso  in v ite  fam ilie s  to  th e  
c la ss ro om  to  sp e ak  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  
an d  sh a re  th e ir c u ltu re . Th is  n o t o n ly  a llow s  

c h ild re n  to  h e a r, sp e ak , an d  re ad  th e ir 
h om e  lan g u ag e  in  c la ss, b u t a lso  e xp o se s  
a ll c h ild re n  to  th e  ric h n e ss  o f d ive rse  
lan g u ag e s.

B y  e n g ag in g  fam ilie s  an d  em p ow e rin g  
th em  w ith  th e  c o n fid e n c e  th e y  n e e d  to  
d e ve lo p  th e ir c h ild ’s  h om e  lan g u ag e , E a rly  
Le a rn in g  p ro g ram s c an  p ro v id e  c h ild re n  
w ith  th e  s tro n g e st p re p a ra tio n  p o ss ib le  fo r 
k in d e rg a r te n , s ig n ific an tly  in c re a s in g  th e ir 
c h an c e s  o f a c ad em ic  an d  so c ia l su c c e ss  
an d  re d u c in g  th e  e q u ity  g ap .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

A s a  re su lt  o f th is  fa ilu re  to  in ve st  in  te ac h e r 
p re p a ra tio n  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t, 
n e a rly  60% o f c h ild re n  in  C a lifo rn ia  re c e ive  
an  e d u c a tio n  th a t d o e s  n o t m e e t th e ir 
d e ve lo pm en ta l n e e d s. C a lifo rn ia  c an n o t 
a c h ie ve  e q u ity  an d  ju st ic e  fo r a ll its  c h ild re n  
w ith o u t ad d re ss in g  th is  fu n d am en ta l 
sh o r tfa ll.

C a lifo rn ia  c an  take  a c tio n  to  d e ve lo p  an  
E a rly  Le a rn in g  sy stem  in  w h ic h  a ll c h ild re n  
e xp e rie n c e  th e  su p p o r t  th e y  n e e d  to  th rive . 
Som e  re c om m en d atio n s  in c lu d e :

Revise the Child Development Permit to require 
teachers to demonstrate competency in serving 
DLLs.

Th e  C om m iss io n  o n  Te ac h e r C re d e n tia lin g  
is  c o n s id e rin g  p o ss ib le  re v is io n s  to  th e  
C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t Pe rm it  to  b a se  it  
o n  d em o n stra te d  te ac h e r c om p e te n c y  
ra th e r th an  m e re ly  c om p le tin g  u n its. Th is  
is  a  p e r fe c t  o p p o r tu n ity  to  in c o rp o ra te  
th e  n e e d  to  su p p o r t  an d  n u r tu re  D LLs’ 
b ilin g u a lism  a s  a  re q u ire d  c om p e te n c y. If 
th e  C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t Pe rm it  w e re  re v ise d  
to  re q u ire  c om p e te n c y  in  su p p o r tin g  
D LLs, c om m un ity  c o lle g e s, C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  
U n ive rs it ie s, an d  tra in in g  p ro g ram s w o u ld  
b e  in c e n tiv ize d  to  d e ve lo p  an d  im p lem en t 
th e  n e c e ssa ry  c u rric u lum  th a t e n su re s  a ll 
E a rly  Le a rn in g  te ac h e rs  a re  p re p a re d  to  
w o rk  w ith  C a lifo rn ia’s  d ive rse  c h ild re n   
an d  th e ir fam ilie s. 

In  ad d it io n , to  e n su re  th a t th e  n e e d s  o f 
D LL s  c o n tin u e  to  b e  m e t in  an  e vo lv in g  
sy stem , th e  G o ve rn o r sh o u ld  ap p o in t a  
c om m iss io n e r to  th e  C a lifo rn ia   
C om m iss io n  o n  Te ac h e r C re d e n tia lin g  w ith  
e xp e r t ise  in  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  an d   
d u a l lan g u ag e  le a rn in g . 
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Invest in Professional Development for Early 
Learning Teachers.

Th e  e x is t in g  w o rkfo rc e  m u st h ave  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  e xp an d  th e ir c ap ac ity  to  
se rve  D LL  c h ild re n  in  th e ir p ro g ram s. In  
2018 , th e  Le g is la tu re  a llo c a te d  $5  m illio n  
in  o rd e r to  fu n d  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r c u rre n t E a rly  Le a rn in g  
te ac h e rs  to  im p ro ve  th e ir sk ills  in  w o rk in g  
w ith  D LLs. A ll g ran te e s  re c e ive d  m an y  
m o re  re q u e sts  th an  th e y  c o u ld  fu lfi ll, 
d em o n stra tin g  th e  g re a t n e e d  fo r su c h  
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t. Th e  s ta te  sh o u ld  
au gm en t an d  su sta in  th is  fu n d in g  in  th e  
n e x t an d  fu tu re  b u d g e t c yc le s. 

Ensure that the voices of  immigrant and DLL 
families are represented in policy development.

Th e  vo ic e s  an d  e xp e rie n c e s  o f im m ig ran t, 
m ixe d -sta tu s, an d  D LL  fam ilie s  m u st 
b e  c o n s is te n tly  re p re se n te d  in  p o lic y  
c o n ve rsa tio n s  in  C a lifo rn ia . S ta te  offi c ia ls  
sh o u ld  e n su re  th a t E a rly  Le a rn in g  D LL  
e xp e r ts  an d  fam ilie s  a re  re p re se n te d  o n  
th e  E a rly  C h ild h o o d  Po lic y  C o u n c il, in  
d e ve lo p in g  th e  c rad le -to -c a re e r d a ta  
sy stem , an d  in  u n io n  n e g o tia t io n s  fo r E a rly  
Le a rn in g  p ro fe ss io n a ls. Th e se  in it ia t ive s  
sh o u ld  in c lu d e  tran s la t io n  an d  lan g u ag e  
su p p o r t  a s  n e e d e d , an d  o u tre ac h  to  
im m ig ran t c om m un it ie s  to  e n su re  th a t 
th e ir vo ic e s  a re  re p re se n te d  a s  m a jo r p o lic y  
c h an g e s  a re  m ad e . 

Suppor t teachers from diverse backgrounds to 
enter the Early Learning workforce to ensure 
children have teachers who speak their language 
and understand their cultures.

Wh ile  an y  te ac h e r c an  b e  tra in e d  to  su p p o r t  
D LL  s tu d e n ts, re se a rc h  d em o n stra te s  th a t 
c h ild re n  e xp e rie n c e  p o s it ive  o u tc om e s  
w h e n  th e ir te a c h e r sh a re s  th e ir h om e  
lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu re  (Lo e b , e t  a l., 2014). 
H ow e ve r, m an y  in d iv id u a ls  from  lan g u ag e -
m in o rity  c om m un it ie s  c an n o t affo rd  
c o lle g e , d o  n o t live  n e a r a  c om m un ity  
c o lle g e  o r u n ive rs ity, o r d o  n o t h ave  th e  
En g lish  lan g u ag e  o r a c ad em ic  p re p a ra tio n  
to  c om p le te  c o lle g e  c o u rsew o rk  an d  
a re  th e re fo re  u n ab le  to  o b ta in  a  C h ild  
D e ve lo pm en t Pe rm it. A s  a  re su lt, th e  
c a re g ive rs  w h o  a re  m o st like ly  to  p ro v id e  
c h ild re n  w ith  th e  lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu ra l 
c om p e te n c y  th e y  d e se rve  m ay  b e  lim ite d  
in  th e ir w o rk  o p p o r tu n it ie s  an d  u n ab le  to  
ad van c e  in  th e ir c a re e rs.

Som e  p ro g ram s an d  c om m un ity  c o lle g e s  
h ave  d e ve lo p e d  in n o va tive  so lu tio n s  to  
h e lp  s tu d e n ts  w h o se  h om e  lan g u ag e  is  
n o t En g lish  a c h ie ve  th e  c om p e te n c ie s  th e y  
n e e d  to  ad van c e  in  th e ir c a re e rs  an d  se rve  
a  g re a te r n um b e r o f c h ild re n . O n e  e xam p le  
is  So u thw e ste rn  C om m un ity  C o lle g e , 
lo c a te d  in  th e  c om m un it ie s  im m ed ia te ly  
ad ja c e n t to  th e  U S-M e x ic o  b o rd e r. It  
p ro v id e s  a  u n iq u e  p ro g ram  th a t a llow s  
Sp an ish -sp e ak in g  E a rly  Le a rn in g  w o rke rs  
to  p u rsu e  a  C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t Pe rm it  
w h ile  im p ro v in g  th e ir En g lish  lan g u ag e  
sk ills . In  th e  Sp an ish -to -En g lish  A sso c ia te  
Te ac h e r C e r t ific a te  p ro g ram , c o u rsew o rk  
is  o rig in a lly  o ffe re d  m o stly  in  Sp an ish , an d  
En g lish -lan g u ag e  c o n te n t in c re a se s  a s  
s tu d e n ts  m o ve  th ro u g h  th e  p ro g ram . A fte r 
fin ish in g  th e  p ro g ram , s tu d e n ts  a re  e lig ib le  
to  o b ta in  an  A sso c ia te  Te ac h e r C h ild  
D e ve lo pm en t p e rm it. (Io ak im ed e s, 2020).

In  an o th e r in n o va tive  p ro g ram , th e  Se rv ic e  
Em p lo ye e s  In te rn a tio n a l U n io n  (SE IU ), 
w h ic h  se rve s  a  n um b e r o f E a rly  Le a rn in g  
p ro v id e rs, o ffe rs  an  ap p re n tic e sh ip  p ro g ram  
d e s ig n e d  fo r w o rk in g  ad u lts. Th e  p ro g ram  
in c lu d e s  c o ac h in g , c om m un ity-b ase d  
c o lle g e  c o u rsew o rk , p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  
c om m un it ie s, an d  in d iv id u a lize d  g u id an c e  
to  h e lp  p a r t ic ip an ts  ad van c e  o n  th e  

N o te

1 En g lish  Le a rn e rs  a re  c h ild re n  in  th e  K-12  sy stem  w h o  sp e ak  a  lan g u ag e  o th e r th an  En g lish  a t  h om e  an d  w h o  
a re  n o t ye t p ro fic ie n t in  En g lish .
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C a lifo rn ia  C h ild  D e ve lo pm en t Pe rm it  M atrix  
(S e rv ic e  Em p lo ye e s  In te rn a tio n a l U n io n ). 
Pe rh ap s  m o st c ru c ia lly, th e  ap p re n tic e sh ip  
in c lu d e s  p a id  o n -th e -jo b  tra in in g  an d  
w ag e  in c re a se s  a s  p ro fe ss io n a l ta rg e ts  a re  
m e t, c rit ic a l fa c to rs  fo r a  w o rkfo rc e  th a t is  
o fte n  p a id  p o ve r ty  w ag e s. 

C o n c lu s i o n

We  a ll b e a r th e  c o st  o f p re v io u s  an d  c u rre n t 
fa ilu re s  to  su p p o r t  D LLs  an d  th e  te ac h e rs  
w h o  se rve  th em . D e c re a se d  a c ad em ic  
a c h ie vem en t, in c re a se d  so c ia l-em o tio n a l 
d is tu rb an c e s, an d  lim ite d  em p lo ym en t 
o u tc om e s  a re  a ll d em o n stra te d  re su lts  o f 
a  sy s tem  th a t d o e s  n o t va lu e  o r su p p o r t  
d ive rse  lan g u ag e s, c u ltu re s, an d  se n se  o f 
se lf (Io ak im ed e s, 2020).

Su p p o r tin g  D LLs  is  c rit ic a l to  e n su rin g  
th a t a ll c h ild re n  in  C a lifo rn ia  a re  e q u a lly  
p re p a re d  to  su c c e e d  in  sc h o o l an d  life , 
b u t to o  o fte n , th e ir n e e d s  a re  c o n s id e re d  
a s  se c o n d a ry, if th e y  a re  c o n s id e re d  a t  
a ll. C a lifo rn ia  m u st p rio rit ize  m e e tin g  th e  
n e e d s  o f D LL s  an d  b e tte r p re p a rin g  an d  
su p p o r tin g  th e ir te a c h e rs. O n ly  th e n  c an  
C a lifo rn ia’s  E a rly  Le a rn in g  sy stem  b e g in  to  
d e ve lo p  tru e  e q u ity  an d  ra c ia l ju s t ic e  fo r 
c h ild re n , fam ilie s, an d  so c ie ty. 

https://cabe2018.gocabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CDE_EL_Roadmap_Guidance.pdf
https://cabe2018.gocabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CDE_EL_Roadmap_Guidance.pdf
https://www.californianstogether.org/victory-for-proposition-58-guarantees-that-parents-and-educator
https://www.californianstogether.org/victory-for-proposition-58-guarantees-that-parents-and-educator
https://www.californianstogether.org/victory-for-proposition-58-guarantees-that-parents-and-educator
https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr19ltr0920.asp
http://seiuearlyeducatortraining.org/early-educator-apprenticeship/
http://seiuearlyeducatortraining.org/early-educator-apprenticeship/
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E q u i t a b l e  A s s e s s m e n t  
P r a c t i c e s  f o r  E m e r g e n t  
B i l i n g u a l  S t u d e n t s  

A ll stu d e n ts  in  U .S . sc h o o ls  a re  g ive n  
a  va rie ty  o f a sse ssm en ts  a t  m u lt ip le  
in st itu tio n a l le ve ls. Th e se  in c lu d e  

a sse ssm en ts  m an d ate d  a t  th e  s ta te  an d  
d is tric t  le ve l, a s  w e ll a s  a sse ssm en ts  
m o re  sp e c ific  to  a  g rad e  o r c la ss ro om . 
Th e y  a lso  in c lu d e  lite ra c y  a sse ssm en ts  
an d  a sse ssm en ts  o f c o n te n t le a rn in g .
Fo r im m ig ran t an d  U .S .-b o rn  em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts, th e re  is  an  ad d it io n a l 
c a te g o ry  o f a sse ssm en ts  th e y  m u st 
take—Eng lish  lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c y  
te s ts  (se e  F ig u re  1 ). W ith  th is  w id e  
a rray  o f a sse ssm en ts, e d u c a to rs  m u st 
u n d e rstan d  th e  p u rp o se  o f e a c h  typ e  o f 
a sse ssm en t, a s  w e ll a s  h ow  to  a c c u ra te ly  
in te rp re t an d  u se  th e  re su lts  to  su p p o r t  
s tu d e n t le a rn in g . Th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f 

m is in te rp re tin g  a sse ssm en t re su lts  c an  b e  
d am ag in g  to  s tu d e n ts  an d  h ave  a  la s t in g  
im p ac t o n  th e ir a c ad em ic  tra je c to rie s.

Th is  a r t ic le  fo c u se s  o n  lite ra c y  an d  
c o n te n t a sse ssm en ts  g ive n  in  En g lish  to  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts. K e e p in g  
in  m in d  th a t an y  a sse ssm en t g ive n  in  
En g lish  is  a lso  an  a sse ssm en t o f En g lish  
(C ap p e llin i, 2005), e d u c a to rs  m u st b e  ab le  
to  fa irly  e va lu a te  a sse ssm en ts  w ith o u t 
c o n flatin g  lite ra c y  sk ills  an d  c o n te n t 
kn ow le d g e  w ith  En g lish  lan g u ag e  
p ro fic ie n c y. Th is  p o te n tia l p ro b lem  is  
a c kn ow le d g e d  a t  th e  s ta te  le ve l th ro u g h  
th e  a llow an c e  o f a c c om m o d atio n s  
o n  s ta te  s tan d a rd ize d  a sse ssm en ts. 
H ow e ve r, w h ile  a c c om m o d atio n s  fo r 

s tu d e n ts  lab e le d  a s  En g lish  Le a rn e rs  a re  
m an d ate d  a t  th e  s ta te  le ve l, th e re  is  n o  
su c h  m an d ate  fo r d is tric t, g rad e -w id e , 
o r c la ss ro om  a sse ssm en ts.  W h e th e r 
a c c om m o d atio n s  a re  p ro v id e d  o n  
a sse ssm en ts  fo r s tu d e n ts  n ew  to  En g lish  
is  le ft  u p  to  lo c a l e d u c a to rs. Th is  is  
p ro b lem atic , e sp e c ia lly  fo r im m ig ran t 
s tu d e n ts, in  lig h t o f th e  fa c t  th a t th e y  
m ay  1 ) la c k  fam ilia rity  w ith  a sse ssm en t 
p ra c tic e s  c om m o n  in  U .S . sc h o o ls, 2 ) la c k  
fam ilia rity  w ith  c u ltu ra l re fe re n c e s  in  th e  
a sse ssm en ts, an d  3 ) b e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  
s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  En g lish . Th is  p u ts  th em  
a t a  se rio u s  d isad van tag e  an d  in c re a se s  
th e  like lih o o d  th a t th e ir a sse ssm en t w ill 
n o t a c c u ra te ly  m e asu re  w h at th e y  kn ow  
an d  a re  c ap ab le  o f. 

C a t h y  A m a n t i ,  P h .D .
G e o rg ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity

Fig u re  1 .  E xam p les o f th e  m an y typ es o f a ssessm en ts a dm in iste red  to  em erg en t b ilin g ua l stu d en ts
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In  lig h t o f th e  ab o ve , te ac h e rs  n e e d  to  b e  
ab le  to  d e te rm in e , if an  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n t s tru g g le s  o n  an  a sse ssm en t 
g ive n  in  En g lish , w h e th e r th e  p ro b lem  is  
re la te d  to  th e ir lite ra c y  sk ills , th e ir c o n te n t 
kn ow le d g e , o r th e ir s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish . Take , a s  an  e xam p le , a  m ath  
a sse ssm en t g ive n  in  En g lish  th a t c o n s is ts  
o f m u lt ip le  w o rd  p ro b lem s. Su p p o se  an  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n t p e r fo rm s 
p o o rly  o n  th e  a sse ssm en t. In  th a t c a se , h e r 
o r h is  te ac h e r m u st b e  ab le  to  a sc e r ta in  if 
th e  re a so n  fo r th e  p o o r p e r fo rm an c e  is  d u e  
to  th e  s tu d e n t ’s  la c k  o f fam ilia rity  w ith  th e  
En g lish  vo c ab u la ry  u se d  in  th e  a sse ssm en t, 
w h e th e r sh e  o r h e  s tru g g le s  b e c au se  o f h e r 
o r h is  re ad in g  ab ility, o r w h e th e r sh e  o r h e  
h a s  n o t ye t m aste re d  th e  m ath  c o n c e p ts  
a sse sse d . O n ly  b y  p in p o in tin g  th e  sp e c ific  
a re a (s) in  w h ic h  th e  s tu d e n t s tru g g le s  w ill 
h e r o r h is  te ac h e r b e  ab le  to  p ro v id e  th e  
su p p o r t  th a t s tu d e n t n e e d s. A s  an  a s id e , 
n o t kn ow in g  En g lish  sh o u ld  n e ve r b e  
c o n s id e re d  a  “p ro b lem .” A lso , if it  ap p e a rs  
th a t a  s tu d e n ts’ le ve l o f En g lish  p ro fic ie n c y  
(w h ic h  in  re a lity  is  a  so c ia l c o n stru c t) is  
ke e p in g  a  s tu d e n t from  d em o n stra tin g  
th e ir lite ra c y  o r c o n te n t le a rn in g , th e ir 
p e r fo rm an c e  m ay  b e  c om p le te ly  n o rm a l 
fo r s tu d e n ts  a t  th a t s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish . 

B e s id e s  in c re a s in g  th e ir a sse ssm en t 
lite ra c y, w h at c an  te ac h e rs  d o  to  a sse ss  
th e ir em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts’ 
a c ad em ic  p e r fo rm an c e  e q u itab ly? Th e y  
c an  d e ve lo p  se p a ra te  e va lu a tio n  c rite ria  
fo r lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c y  an d  fo r lite ra c y  o r 
c o n te n t kn ow le d g e  o n  th e  a sse ssm en ts  
th e y  g ive . Th is  c an  b e  d o n e  b y  d e ve lo p in g  
se p a ra te  ru b ric s  fo r e a c h  o r d e ve lo p in g  a  
s in g le  ru b ric  th a t in c lu d e s  b o th  lan g u ag e  
p ro fic ie n c y-re la te d  c rite ria  an d  lite ra c y/
c o n te n t-re la te d  c rite ria . Som e th in g  e lse  
e d u c a to rs  c an  d o  is  d iffe re n tia te  th e  
a sse ssm en ts  th e y  g ive  to  th e ir em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts. Th e re  h a s  b e e n  a  g re a t 

d e a l w ritte n  ab o u t h ow  to  d iffe re n tia te  
c la ss ro om  in stru c tio n , b u t c o n s id e rab ly  
le ss  ab o u t h ow  to  d iffe re n tia te  c la ss ro om  
a sse ssm en ts, e sp e c ia lly  fo r em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts. A  n o tab le  e xc e p tio n  is  
Fa irb a irn  an d  Jo n e s-Vo ’s  (2010) b o o k  o n  
d iffe re n tia t in g  in stru c tio n  an d  a sse ssm en t 
fo r em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts. In  
w h at fo llow s, a fte r a  b rie f d isc u ss io n  o f 
a sse ssm en t in  g e n e ra l, som e  g u id e lin e s  
fo r d iffe re n tia t in g  a sse ssm en ts  g ive n  in  
En g lish  to  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  a re  
p re se n te d . In  th e  c o n c lu s io n , w e  re tu rn  
to  w h y  a tte n tio n  to  o u r p ra c tic e s  a ro u n d  
a sse ss in g  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  
m atte rs.

W h a t  i s  A s s e s s m e n t ?

Ac c o rd in g  to  M a rg o  G o ttlie b  (2016), an  
au th o rity  o n  th e  a sse ssm en t o f em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts, a sse ssm en t is  d e fin e d  
a s…

“th e  p lan n in g , c o lle c t io n , an a ly s is , 
in te rp re ta tio n , an d  u se  o f d a ta  from  
m u ltip le  so u rc e s  o ve r t im e  th a t 
c om m un ic a te  s tu d e n t p e r fo rm an c e  in  
re la t io n  to  s tan d a rd s, le a rn in g  g o a ls, 
le a rn in g  ta rg e ts, o r d iffe re n tia te d  
le a rn in g  o b je c tive s.” (p . 241 )

A s  p a r t  o f a  c om p re h e n s ive  a sse ssm en t 
p lan , a  v a rie ty  o f typ e s  o f a sse ssm en ts  
m u st b e  u se d . A  th o u g h tfu l an d  w e ll-
d e s ig n e d  a sse ssm en t p lan  m u st a lso  
ad d re ss  in d iv id u a l s tu d e n ts’ u n iq u e  
c h a rac te ris t ic s  to  e n su re  th a t a ll s tu d e n ts  
p ro g re ss  in  m aste rin g  g rad e -le ve l 
c u rric u lum .

A  d au n tin g  e n d e avo r fo r an y  e d u c a to r, th e  
a sse ssm en t p ro c e ss  is  m o re  c h a lle n g in g  in  
th e  c a se  o f em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts, 
b o th  b e c au se  o f th e  ad d e d  n e e d  to  
m o n ito r th e ir p ro g re ss  in  a c q u irin g  
En g lish , a s  w e ll a s  th e  n e e d  to  e n su re  th a t 
s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  e a rly  s tag e s  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish  a re  n o t p e n a lize d  o n  c o n te n t an d  
lite ra c y  a sse ssm en ts  b e c au se  o f th e ir le ve l 
o f En g lish  p ro fic ie n c y. W h en  a sse ss in g  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts, th e  fo c u s  
sh o u ld  b e  o n  w h at s tu d e n ts  c an  d o , ra th e r 
th an  o n  c om p arin g  th e ir a c h ie vem en t 
to  U .S .-b o rn  d om in an t En g lish  sp e ake rs. 
A n o th e r p o in t to  ke e p  in  m in d  is  th a t 
u s in g  d iffe re n t typ e s  o f a sse ssm en ts  g ive s  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  m o re  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  
d em o n stra te  th e ir le a rn in g . 

D iff e r e n t i a t i n g  A s s e s s m e n t s

Be g in n in g  from  th e  p rem ise  th a t 
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  a re  a s  
c ap ab le  o f le a rn in g  g rad e -le ve l c o n te n t 
a s  th e ir En g lish  p ro fic ie n t p e e rs, w e  m u st 
fin d  w ays  th a t a llow  th em  to  d em o n stra te  
th e ir le a rn in g  n o  m atte r th e ir le ve l o f 
En g lish  p ro fic ie n c y. A t th e  sam e  t im e , w e  
m u st h o ld  th em  ac c o u n tab le  fo r le a rn in g  
th e  sam e  g rad e -le ve l c o n te n t an d  lite ra c y  
s tan d a rd s  a s  th e ir En g lish -d om in an t 
p e e rs. O n e  w ay  to  d o  th is  is  to  ad ju st  th e  
lin g u is t ic  d em an d  o f th e  a sse ssm en ts  w e  
g ive . Th is  m e an s  avo id in g  su c h  th in g s  a s :

• Wo rd s  w ith  m u lt ip le  m e an in g s
• S e n te n c e s  w ith  su b o rd in a te  c lau se s
• C o n d it io n a l (if …, th e n )
• Ve rb  p h ra se s  (i.e ., C o o k in g  fo r h e r 
fr ie n d s  g ive s  San d ra  g re a t h ap p in e ss)

• M o d a ls  – w o u ld , c o u ld , sh o u ld , m ig h t, 
e tc . (“Wo u ld  yo u  h ave  d o n e  th e  
sam e  th in g  if yo u  w e re  in  a  s im ila r 
s itu a tio n ?”)

• Id iom s an d  o th e r fig u ra tive  lan g u ag e  
an d  so  o n

Em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  n e e d  to  
b e  e xp o se d  to  a ll o f th e  ab o ve  d u rin g  
in stru c tio n . H ow e ve r, w e  d o  n o t w an t 
a  la c k  o f fam ilia rity  o r fa c ility  w ith  th e se  
c om p le x  lin g u is t ic  d em an d s  to  b e c om e  a  
b a rrie r to  th e ir d em o n stra tio n  o f lite ra c y  o r 
c o n te n t le a rn in g .

A n o th e r w ay  to  d iffe re n tia te  a sse ssm en ts  
o f c o n te n t le a rn in g  fo r em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a ls  is  to  in c lu d e  m o d e ls, e xam p le s, 
v isu a ls, an d  g rap h ic  o rg an ize rs  in  th e  
a sse ssm en t. Th is  m ig h t m e an  th a t 
s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  s tag e  o f 
a c q u irin g  En g lish  a re  a ske d  to  lab e l a  
p ic tu re  o r d iag ram  o n  an  a sse ssm en t an d  
th a t s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  in te rm ed ia te  s tag e  
o f a c q u irin g  En g lish  m ig h t b e  a ske d  to  
fi ll in  a  T-c h a r t  w ith  w o rd s  from  a  w o rd  
b an k . A ll em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  
sh o u ld  b e  g ive n  e x tra  t im e  w h e n  tak in g  a  
c o n te n t o r lite ra c y  a sse ssm en t in  En g lish , 
an d  q u e stio n s  sh o u ld  b e  a c c om p an ie d  
b y  illu s tra t io n s  w h e n e ve r p o ss ib le . A lso , 
c a re  sh o u ld  b e  take n  to  avo id  a sk in g  
c u ltu ra lly  b ia se d  q u e stio n s  o r q u e stio n s  
th a t a ssum e  b ac kg ro u n d  kn ow le d g e  n o t 
sh a re d  b y  a ll s tu d e n ts. S e e  Tab le  1  fo r 
ad d it io n a l s tra te g ie s  th a t c an  b e  u se d  
to  re d u c e  b a rrie rs  to  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts  d em o n stra tin g  th e ir le a rn in g  o n  
a sse ssm en ts  g ive n  in  En g lish .
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Ta b le  1 . Sam p le  stra teg ies fo r d ifferen tia tin g  lite ra c y a n d  co n ten t 
a ssessm en ts g iven  in  En g lish  to  em erg en t b ilin g ua l stu d en ts b y leve l o f 
la n g ua g e  p ro fic ien c y 

Stra te g ie s  fo r s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish

• A sse ss  in  s tu d e n t ’s  p rim a ry  lan g u ag e  (o r a llow  firs t  d ra fts  o f 
w rit in g  in  p rim a ry  lan g u ag e ).

• A n sw e r a  few  q u e stio n s  o ra lly. (ye s/n o , tru e /fa lse , m u lt ip le -
c h o ic e  w ith  o n ly  a  few  c h o ic e s, e tc .)

• D raw  an d  lab e l a  p ic tu re  th a t d em o n stra te s  ke y  id e a s.
• Lab e l a  d iag ram .
• A llow  stu d e n ts  to  p o in t to  th e  an sw e r.
• M atc h  vo c ab u la ry  te rm s an d  p ic tu re s.

S tra te g ie s  fo r s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  in te rm ed ia te  s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish

• A llow  stu d e n ts  to  e xp la in  id e a s  o ra lly.
• M atc h  item s w ith  a  lim ite d  n um b e r o f c h o ic e s.
• P ro v id e  (illu s tra te d ) w o rd  b an ks.
• F ill in  a  g rap h ic  o rg an ize r.
• U se  o p e n -e n d e d  q u e stio n s  re q u irin g  a  o n e -se n te n c e  
an sw e r.

• Fo r m u lt ip le -c h o ic e , c ro ss  o u t o n e  o r tw o  o f th e  in c o rre c t  
an sw e rs.

• A llow  stu d e n ts  to  su bm it a  p ro je c t  in s te ad  o f tak in g  a  
c la ss ro om  te st.

S tra te g ie s  fo r s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  ad van c e d  s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  
En g lish

• R e q u ire  s tu d e n ts  to  c om p le te  o n ly  c e r ta in  p o r t io n s   
o f a  te s t.

• A llow  stu d e n ts  to  c h o o se  to  an sw e r 5  o f 10  q u e stio n s.
• P ro v id e  w o rd  b an ks.
• A llow  stu d e n ts  to  su bm it a  p ro je c t  in s te ad  o f tak in g  a  
c la ss ro om  te st.

• U se  o p e n -e n d e d  q u e stio n s  th a t re q u ire  a  p a rag rap h  o r  
tw o  to  an sw e r.

C o n c lu s i o n

Ac c o rd in g  to  G a rc ia  (2009), s in c e  th e  t im e  o f A lfre d  B in e t, “ te s ts  
h ave  b e e n  u se d  to  lab e l an d  m isc la ss ify  s tu d e n ts, e sp e c ia lly  
th o se  w h o  a re  c u ltu ra lly  an d  lin g u is t ic a lly  d ive rse” (p . 368 ). 
Te ac h e rs  o f em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  m u st b e  ab le  to  d e s ig n  
a sse ssm en ts  th a t h ave  c o n se q u e n tia l v a lid ity  an d  b e  p re p a re d  to , 
ag a in , a c c u ra te ly  id e n tify  w h e th e r a  “p ro b lem ” is  re a lly  a  p ro b lem  
o r w h e th e r w h at is  b e in g  o b se rve d  is  n o rm a l p e r fo rm an c e  fo r 
a  s tu d e n t a t  a  p a r t ic u la r s tag e  o f a c q u irin g  En g lish  o r from  a  
p a r t ic u la r c u ltu ra l b ac kg ro u n d . 

U n fo r tu n a te ly, lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c y  is  a  fa c to r in  m an y  te ac h e rs’ 
p e rc e p tio n s  o f em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts’ a c ad em ic  ab ility  an d  
a c h ie vem en t. Po o rly  d e s ig n e d  a sse ssm en ts, o r m is in te rp re ta tio n  
o f a sse ssm en t re su lts, c o n firm  th o se  p e rc e p tio n s. In  lin e  w ith  th e  
q u o te  ab o ve , th e  n e g a tive  c o n se q u e n c e s  fo r em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  
a re  n um e ro u s. Fo r o n e , low  te st  re su lts  m ay  b e  u se d  to  tra c k  
em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  in to  in te rve n tio n  c la sse s. P la c em en t 
in  in te rve n tio n  c la sse s  re su lts  in  a  n a rrow ed  c u rric u lum  fo r 
s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in  th em , w id e n in g  th e  le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n ity  g ap  
b e tw e e n  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir En g lish  p ro fic ie n t 
p e e rs. A n o th e r c o n se q u e n c e  m ay  b e  low  g rad e s. G rad e s  a ss ig n  an  
a rb itra ry  va lu e  to  an  a sse ssm en t an d  a re  an y th in g  b u t o b je c tive . 
Th a t th e y  a re  a rb itra ry  an d  su b je c tive  is  d em o n stra te d  b y  th e  fa c t  
th a t th e y  a re  o fte n  in flu e n c e d  b y  te ac h e r p e rc e p tio n s  o f s tu d e n t 
e ffo r t, t im e lin e ss, an d  e ve n  s tu d e n t b e h av io r. G rad e s  a re  u se d  to  
c om m un ic a te  p ro g re ss  to  fam ilie s  an d  s tu d e n ts  an d  d e te rm in e  
e lig ib ility  fo r h o n o r ro ll, p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  h o n o rs  an d  ad van c e d  
c la sse s, sp o r ts, an d  e lig ib ility  fo r c o lle g e  sc h o la rsh ip s.

Eve n  w h e n  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  a re  a llow ed  
a c c om m o d atio n s  o n  th e ir a sse ssm en ts, o r w h e n  th e ir 
a sse ssm en ts  a re  d iffe re n tia te d , a sse ss in g  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts  in  En g lish  o n ly  te lls  h a lf th e  s to ry. In  an  id e a l w o rld , th e se  
s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  b e  g ive n  som e  lite ra c y  an d  c o n te n t a sse ssm en ts  
in  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e . U n fo r tu n a te ly, th is  is  to o  o fte n  n o t th e  
c a se  u n le ss  th e y  a re  e n ro lle d  in  a  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram . In  
th e  m e an tim e , w e  m u st w o rk  to  m ake  o u r a sse ssm en t p ra c tic e s  
a s  e q u itab le  a s  p o ss ib le .  N o t d o in g  so  c an  h ave  la s t in g  n e g a tive  
c o n se q u e n c e s  fo r em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts.
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A meric a’s  e d u c a tio n  sy stem  n e e d s  
to  a tte n d  to  its  yo u n g  b ilin g u a l 
p o p u la tio n , an d  re c o g n it io n  o f th is  

o b lig a tio n  is  in c re a s in g  a c ro ss  s take h o ld e r 
g ro u p s  an d  th e  n a tio n . C h ild re n  from  
b ir th  to  ag e  five , w h o  a re  le a rn in g  
En g lish  a s  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  o r a re  
D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs, c u rre n tly  m ake  
u p  30  p e rc e n t o f th e  o n e  m illio n  H e ad  
S ta r t  e n ro lle e s  se rve d  n a tio n a lly  an d  a re  
e n ro lle d  in  87  p e rc e n t o f a ll H e ad  S ta r t  
c la ss ro om s (U .S . D e p a r tm en t o f H e a lth  
an d  H um an  Se rv ic e s, 2017). In  C a lifo rn ia , 
D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs  (D LLs) a c c o u n t 
fo r th e  m a jo rity  o f th e  b ir th  to  five  
p o p u la tio n  (60  p e rc e n t) an d  48  p e rc e n t 
o f its  H e ad  S ta r t  c h ild re n  (Pa rk , O ’To o le , & 
K a ts iafic a s, 2017). 

A c c o rd in g  to  n a tio n a l d a ta , th e  
a c h ie vem en t g ap  b e tw e e n  D LLs  an d  
th e ir m o n o lin g u a l p e e rs  em e rg e s  b y  
k in d e rg a r te n  an d  rem a in s  in to  th ird  g rad e  
(Rum b e rg e r & Tran , 2010). Th e re fo re , 
e a rly  le a rn in g  se tt in g s  h ave  th e  p o te n tia l 
to  re d u c e  th e se  g ap s  (G o rm le y, 2008 ; 
A n sa ri & W in s le r, 2016) b y  p ro v id in g  
in d iv id u a lize d  su p p o r t  to  e n su re  D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs’ fu ll a c c e ss  to  an d  
e ffe c tive  e n g ag em en t in  d a ily  le a rn in g  

E ff e c t i v e   
P r a c t i c e -B a s e d  
C o u r s e w o r k  f o r  
D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
E d u c a t o r s :  
A  C a l i f o r n i a  
E q u i t y -M i n d e d  
E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  
A p p r o a c h

C a r o la  O l i v a -O ls o n , P h .D .
Se n io r P rin c ip a l Ed u c a tio n  R e se a rc h e r
SR I In te rn a tio n a l

A n n a  A r a m b u la -G o n z á le z ,  M .A .
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity–C h an n e l Is lan d s
Fre sn o  U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric t

e xp e rie n c e s. In  P rom o tin g  th e  Ed u c a tio n  
o f C h ild re n  an d  Yo u th  Le a rn in g  En g lish : 
P rom is in g  Fu tu re s, su c h  b e st  p ra c tic e s  
fo r w o rk in g  w ith  yo u n g  D LLs  in c lu d e  th e  
sy stem atic  su p p o r t  fo r h om e  lan g u ag e  
an d  En g lish  lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t, 
lan g u ag e  an d  c om m un ic a tio n -ric h  
c la ss ro om s, th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f a c ad em ic  
lan g u ag e , p ro v id e r an d  fam ily  lan g u ag e  
in p u t an d  in te ra c tio n s  in  th e  h om e  
lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish , an d  p ro v id e r 
p re p a ra tio n  (N a tio n a l A c ad em y  o f 
S c ie n c e s, 2017).

Fu r th e rm o re , b u rg e o n in g  D LL  re se a rc h  
n ow  e x is ts  to  g u id e  b o th  p o lic y  an d  
p ra c tic e  in  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  p ro g ram s. In  
re sp o n se , th e  O ffi c e  o f H e ad  S ta r t  n ow  
re q u ire s  th e  sy stem atic  im p lem en ta tio n  
o f e v id e n c e -b ase d  p ra c tic e s  to  e n su re  
a ll D LL s  h ave  fu ll a c c e ss  to  an d  e ffe c tive  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  d a ily  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s  
(U .S . D e p a r tm en t o f H e a lth  an d  H um an  
Se rv ic e s, 2016). Lam en tab ly, b e c au se  
m o st e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a to rs  in  th e  
s ta te  o f C a lifo rn ia  d o  n o t h ave  a c c e ss  to  
D LL–sp e c ific  tra in in g , yo u n g  D LLs, a s  a  
re su lt, a re  p ro v id e d  p e rva s ive ly  in ad e q u ate  
le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s  (O liv a -O lso n , E s trad a , 
& Ed yb u rn , 2017). 

Effe c tive  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t an d  
h ig h e r e d u c a tio n  p re p a ra tio n  c o u rsew o rk  
a re  n e c e ssa ry  to  su p p o r t  C a lifo rn ia’s  
e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a to rs  an d  to  e n su re  
D LLs  re c e ive  th e  e d u c a tio n  th e y  n e e d  
an d  d e se rve  (Ló p e z , Z e p e d a , & M ed in a , 
2012). A c c o rd in g ly, m om en tum  h as  b e e n  
b u ild in g  w ith  C a lifo rn ia  tak in g  a  s te p  
fo rw a rd  to  p rio rit ize  re le van t e d u c a to r 
p re p a ra tio n , q u a lity  e d u c a tio n , an d  
su p p o r tin g  q u a lific a tio n s  fo r th e  c u rre n t 
w o rkfo rc e , re su lt in g  in  p o s it ive  sc h o o l 
re ad in e ss  o u tc om e s. 

A u sp ic io u s ly, in  e a rly  2019  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  b e g an  fu n d in g  
se ve ra l p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t p ro je c ts  
to  d e ve lo p  th e  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  
w o rkfo rc e ’s  kn ow le d g e  an d  p ra c tic e  
w h e n  c a rin g  fo r yo u n g  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Le a rn e rs. In  p a r t ic u la r, o n e  p ro je c t  
g ran te d  to  C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity  
C h an n e l Is lan d s—th e  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Le a rn e r Su p p o r ts  p ro je c t—has fo c u se d  
o n  te ac h e r p re p a ra tio n  c o u rse s  in  h ig h e r 
e d u c a tio n  to  p rom o te  p ra c tic e -b ase d  
le a rn in g  w h ile  e a rn in g  tran s fe rab le  u p p e r-
d iv is io n  u n d e rg rad u a te  a c ad em ic  u n its. 
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M e e t i n g  t h e  N e e d s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ’s  
E a r l y  C h i ld h o o d  E d u c a t i o n  
W o r k f o r c e

Th e  18-m o n th  p ro je c t  in vo lve d  fo u r 
d is t in c t  p h ase s : 1 ) c o u rse  e n h an c em en t 
an d  tran s la t io n s, 2 ) c o u rse  p ilo t, 3 ) 
in s tru c to r tra in in g , an d  4 ) d e live ry  o f 
c o u rse s. D u rin g  th e  firs t  p h ase , th e  c o u rse  
w as  e n h an c e d  to  em p h as ize  D LL  fam ily  
e n g ag em en t, in s tru c tio n a l su p p o r ts, 
b ilite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t, an d  p ra c tic e -b ase d  
a ss ig nm en ts. A  c o llab o ra tio n  w ith  th e  San  
M ate o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n ’s  D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  In st itu te  w as  in strum en ta l in  
in te g ra tin g  p ra c tic a l an d  e ffe c tive  a c t iv it ie s, 
c o n te n t, an d  m ate ria ls  fo r w o rk in g  e a rly  
c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  p ro fe ss io n a ls.

P h a s e  1 :  C o u r s e  E n h a n c e m e n t  a n d  
T r a n s l a t i o n s

Th e  w o rk  an d  c o llab o ra tio n  d u rin g  
p h ase  1  re su lte d  in  th e  o ffe rin g  o f tw o  
se p a ra te  c o u rse s, w ith  e ac h  a ss ig n e d  o n e  
u n d e rg rad u a te  u p p e r-d iv is io n  a c ad em ic  
u n it. Th e  c o u rse s  w e re  d e s ig n e d  to  b e  
take n  se q u e n tia lly, s ta r t in g  w ith  an  
in tro d u c tio n  to  yo u n g  D LLs  an d  e n d in g  
w ith  g u id an c e  o n  e ffe c tive  p ro g ram m in g  
fo r D LLs. B o th  c o u rse s, a lo n g  w ith  
su p p lem en ta ry  m ate ria ls, w e re  tran s la te d  
in to  Sp an ish . 

E xc e p tio n a l su p p lem en ta ry  m ate ria ls  to  
th e  c o u rse  c o n te n t, a ssu re d  th ro u g h  fu n d s  
from  th e  So b ra to  Fo u n d atio n , c o n s is te d  
o f m an y  h ig h -q u a lity  c h ild re n ’s  b o o ks  
in  Sp an ish  an d  a sse ssm en ts  fo r Sp an ish  
lan g u ag e  an d  lite ra c y  sk ill d e ve lo pm en t v ia  
In d iv id ua l G row th  & D eve lo pm en t In d ica to rs 
(M y IG D Is). A fte r s tu d e n ts  re c e ive d  tra in in g  
o n  sc affo ld e d  d ia lo g ic  re ad in g  p ra c tic e  
an d  d ia lo g ic  re ad in g  w ith  fam ilie s  to  fo ste r 
h om e  lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish  lan g u ag e  
d e ve lo pm en t, M y IG D Is  w as  u se d  a s  an  
e xam p le  o f a  to o l th a t is  a  v a lid  an d  re liab le  
in strum en t fo r D LLs  th a t in c lu d e s  c u ltu ra l 
v a ria t io n s  fo r c h ild re n ’s  re sp o n se s. Th e  
a sse ssm en t is  u se r-frie n d ly  fo r te ac h e rs, 
p ro v id e s  th e  n e c e ssa ry  in fo rm atio n  to  
d o c um en t th e  c h ild ’s  p ro g re ss, an d  c an  b e  
c o n d u c te d  b y  fam ilie s  w h e n  e d u c a to rs  d o  
n o t sp e ak  th e  c h ild ’s  h om e  lan g u ag e . 

P h a s e  2 :  C o u r s e  P i l o t

In  th e  se c o n d  p h ase , th e  c o u rse s  w e re  
p ilo te d  w ith  o n e  c o h o r t  o f 16  s tu d e n ts, 
in c lu d in g  te ac h e rs, fam ily  c h ild c a re  
p ro v id e rs, c o ac h e s, an d  adm in is tra to rs. 
In  th e se  tw o  c o u rse s, s tu d e n ts  p ra c tic e d  
im p lem en tin g  p ra c tic e -b ase d  s tra te g ie s  fo r 
su p p o r tin g  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs  in  e a rly  
c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s an d  la te r 
h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  im p lem en t w h at 
th e y  le a rn e d  d u rin g  e ac h  se ss io n  b ac k  in to  
th e ir p ro g ram . D u rin g  th e  c om m un ity  o f 
p ra c tic e  p o r t io n  o f th e  c o u rse s, s tu d e n ts  
h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  sh a re  w ith  th e  
o th e r s tu d e n ts  an d  in stru c to rs  w h at th e ir 
e xp e rie n c e  w as  like  w ith  th e  p a r t ic u la r 
a ss ig nm en t c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  c o n te n t 
p re se n te d . 

To  p ro v id e  in stru c to rs  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
va lid a te  an d  h o n o r th e  s tu d e n ts’ h a rd  w o rk  
an d  d e d ic a tio n  in  su p p o r tin g  D LLs  an d  
th e ir fam ilie s, s tu d e n ts  w e re  g ive n  a c c e ss  to  
an  o n lin e  p la tfo rm  c a lle d  Pad le t . S tu d e n ts  
u se d  Pad le t  to  u p lo ad  v id e o s, p ic tu re s, 
an e c d o ta l n o te s, c h ild  a sse ssm en ts, 
fam ily  a c t iv it ie s, an d  th e  Fam ily  Lan g u ag e  
an d  C u ltu re  In te rv iew , w h ic h  p ro v id e d  
b ac kg ro u n d  in fo rm atio n  to  e n g ag e  fam ilie s  
in  th e ir c h ild re n ’s  le a rn in g . Th is  c o u rse  p ilo t  
p ro v id e d  va lu ab le  in s ig h t an d  fe e d b ac k , 
w h ic h  g u id e d  th e  fu ll im p lem en ta tio n  
in  p h ase  4 . Fo r e xam p le , w e  le a rn e d  th a t 
s tu d e n ts  n e e d  v ir tu a l su p p o r t  to  n av ig a te  
th e  o n lin e  le a rn in g  p la tfo rm , a s  w e ll a s  
a c c e ss  to  e le c tro n ic  d e v ic e s, w i-fi , c am e ra , 
an d  ad d it io n a l m ate ria ls  in  Sp an ish .

P h a s e  3 :  I n s t r u c t o r  T r a i n i n g

In  th e  th ird  p h ase , 23  s ta tew id e  e a rly  
c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  sp e c ia lis ts  an d  
c o ac h e s  re c e ive d  th re e  d ays  o f o n lin e  
in stru c to r tra in in g  fo r b o th  c o u rse s. 
In s tru c to rs  h ad  a c c e ss  to  a  D ro p b o x  fo ld e r 
c o n ta in in g  re ad in g  m ate ria ls, v id e o s, 
a ss ig nm en ts, sy llab i, an d  an  in stru c to r 
in ve n to ry  lis t  c o n s is t in g  o f e a c h  to p ic  w ith  
o b je c tive s, a ss ig nm en ts  d u e , an d  ad d it io n a l 
re so u rc e s. A d d it io n a l su p p o r t  an d  
g u id an c e  to  ad d re ss  C O VID -19  c o n c e rn s  
an d  issu e s  w e re  p ro v id e d  to  in stru c to rs  
d e live rin g  th e  c o u rse s  fa c e -to -fa c e . Th e se  
in stru c to rs  re c e ive d  tra in in g  an d  o n g o in g  
in d iv id u a lize d  su p p o r t  to  tran s it io n  to  a  
v ir tu a l d e live ry  o f th e  c o u rse s. To  fa c ilita te  
fu r th e r su p p o r t  an d  fam ilia rity  w ith  th e  
p ro c e ss  o f te ac h in g  o n lin e  an d  su p p o r tin g  
s tu d e n ts  in  an  a c ad em ic  se tt in g , in s tru c to rs  
w e re  th e n  p a ire d  o ff  to  c o -te ac h  a  c o h o r t. 

P h a s e  4 :  D e l i v e r y  o f  C o u r s e s

Lastly, th e  p h ase  4  c o u rse  d e live ry  
c o n s is te d  o f 11  c o h o r ts  o ve r 18  m o n th s. 
S tu d e n ts  c o n c u rre n tly  w o rke d  in  e a rly  
c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s (e .g ., 
c e n te r-b ase d ; h om e -b ase d ; fam ily, fr ie n d , 
an d  n e ig h b o r se tt in g s), se rv in g  in fan ts, 
to d d le rs, an d /o r p re sc h o o le rs. Th u s, to  
m e e t th e ir n e e d s  a s  w o rk in g  p ro fe ss io n a ls, 
se ss io n s  w e re  o ffe re d  d u rin g  th e  t im e s  
an d  d ays  th a t w o rke d  b e st  fo r e n ro lle e s. A s  

Mi Poema

Yo soy; 

esta actividad me enseñó a 
analizar mi personalidad, 

a comprender a los demás, 

ayudar a sentirse aceptados y 
bienvenidos a los niños 

al igual que a sus familias en mi 
programa.

– Isabel Vázquez,  
Family Childcare Provider

Teaching Dual Language Learner 
online courses for California State 
University Channel Islands provided 
me an amazing opportunity to 
deepen my knowledge and increase 
my effectiveness in educating 
teacher candidates about the critical 
importance of  using a Planned 
Language Approach and strategies 
with young children in order to best 
support language development for 
all children. The courses provided 
purposeful, deliberate, and 
interactive opportunities for teacher 
candidates to learn and apply 
concepts in meaningful ways, well 
preparing them to utilize and share 
the critical importance and lifetime 
benefits associated with supporting 
children’s home language in early 
education language development 
program planning.

– JoNeen Ohlaker,  
Adjunct Lector Professor



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  6 3 M u l t i l i t e r a c y

su c h , th e  m a jo rity  o f se ss io n s  w e re  o ffe re d  
o n  Sa tu rd ay  m o rn in g s  from  8 :00  a .m . to  
11 :00  a .m . A t th e  s ta r t  o f e a c h  c o h o r t, 
s tu d e n ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  an  o rie n ta tio n  to  
n av ig a tin g  th e  o n lin e  le a rn in g  p la tfo rm  
w h ile  th e ir p ro g ram  d ire c to rs  p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  an  o rie n ta tio n  to  su p p o r tin g  th e ir s taff  
in  im p lem en tin g  n ew  D LL  p ra c tic e s. 
A d d it io n a lly, e n ro lle e s  h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  take  e ith e r c o u rse  in  Sp an ish  o r En g lish , 
w ith  tu it io n  an d  te x tb o o ks  fu lly  fu n d e d  b y  
th e  p ro je c t. M o re o ve r, u p o n  c om p le tin g  
th e  c o u rse s, s tu d e n ts  re c e ive d  a  $600  
s t ip e n d  fo r e xc e lle n t p a r t ic ip a tio n  an d  
re g u la r a tte n d an c e .

D u rin g  th e  e a rly  s tag e s  o f C O VID -19  
sh e lte r-in -p la c e  o rd e rs, th e  p ro je c t  te am  
m ad e  sw ift  ad ap ta tio n s  an d  p ro v id e d  
o n e -o n -o n e  su p p o r t  to  s tu d e n ts  to  
e n su re  th e ir su c c e ss fu l c om p le tio n  o f 
th e  c o u rsew o rk , d e sp ite  th e  c h a lle n g in g  
m om en t. S tu d e n ts  w e re  ab le  to  d isc u ss  
th e ir c o n c e rn s, ad ap ta tio n s, an d  v ir tu a l 
in te ra c tio n s  w ith  c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s. 
A ss ig nm en ts  fo r th e  c o u rse s  w e re  a lso  
m o d ifie d  to  m e e t th e  s tu d e n t ’s  n e e d s, 
g ive n  th a t m an y  o f th em  h ad  n o  d ire c t  
a c c e ss  to  c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s. A t th e  e n d  
o f th e  c o u rse s, p a r t ic ip an ts  w e re  e ag e r 
to  im p lem en t s tra te g ie s, w e re  a c t ive ly  
e n g ag e d  in  d ia lo g u e , an d  o p e n ly  sh a re d  
th e ir e xp e rie n c e s, le a rn in g , an d  re fle c tio n s.

C o u r s e  C o n t e n t :  H i g h -Q u a l i t y  
T e a c h i n g  i n  E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  S e t t i n g s  
w i t h  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r s

Th e  c o u rse s  a im  to  b o ls te r c u ltu ra l 
c om p e te n c y, re c ip ro c a l e n g ag em en t 
w ith  fam ilie s, c om m un ity  c o llab o ra tio n  
(e .g ., lib ra rie s, h ig h e r e d u c a tio n ), an d  
te ac h in g  p ra c tic e s  th a t e n c o u rag e  

c u ltu re , e q u ity, an d  d ive rs ity  an d  p ro v id e  
d a ily  a c c e ss  to  c o n te n t an d  lan g u ag e  
le a rn in g . Bo th  c o u rse s  in c lu d e  p ra c tic e -
b ase d  s ig n a tu re  a ss ig nm en ts, w h ic h  w e re  
p u rp o se fu lly  c re a te d  to  e lic it  sp e c ific  D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e r c om p e te n c ie s  an d  
d o c um en t e v id e n c e  in  th e  s tu d e n ts’ ow n  
le a rn in g  se tt in g s. E a c h  c o u rse  in c lu d e s  
tw o  c om m un ity  o f p ra c tic e  se ss io n s  in  
w h ic h  s tu d e n ts  re c e ive  fe e d b ac k  an d  h ave  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  le a rn  from  o n e  an o th e r ’s  
d ive rse  c o n te x t. B e c au se  s tu d e n ts  a re  
w o rk in g  in  ve ry  d iffe re n t p ro g ram s an d  
se rv in g  su p e r-d ive rse  c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s, 
c om m un it ie s  o f p ra c tic e  a re  e xc e p tio n a l 
sp ac e s  fo r r ic h  le a rn in g  an d  re fle c tio n . 

C o u r s e  # 1 :  Yo u n g  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
L e a r n e r s

Th e  firs t  c o u rse  in tro d u c e s  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  
e d u c a tio n  p ro fe ss io n a ls  to  th e  d e ve lo pm en t 
o f yo u n g  D LLs  in  e a rly  le a rn in g  se tt in g s. 
Th e  c o u rse  re sp o n d s  to  a  g row in g  n e e d  fo r 
te ac h e rs  an d  e a rly  le a rn in g  p ro fe ss io n a ls  to  
d e ve lo p  sk ills  an d  kn ow le d g e  to  im p lem en t 
o p tim a l le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s  in  h ig h -q u a lity  
le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en ts  fo r a ll c h ild re n . 
Th e  fo c u s  o f th e  c o u rse  is  o n  c u rre n t 
e d u c a tio n  p o lic ie s  an d  d em o g rap h ic  tre n d s, 
c h ild re n ’s  b ilin g u a l lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t 
an d  a sse ssm en t, an d  te ac h e rs’ c u ltu ra l 
c om p e te n c e . Ke y  a ss ig nm en ts  in c lu d e  a  
D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e r c a se  s tu d y  an d  an  
in te rv iew  w ith  th e  c h ild ’s  fam ily  to  le a rn  
ab o u t th e  h om e  lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu ra l 
b ac kg ro u n d , e xp o su re  to  En g lish , h o p e s, 
d re am s, an d  p o te n tia l c o n c e rn s  ab o u t 
th e  c h ild ’s  jo u rn e y  tow ard  b ilin g u a lism . In  
ad d it io n , s tu d e n ts  v id e o -re c o rd  th em se lve s  
e xp la in in g  th e  ra t io n a le  fo r p ro v id in g  
ta rg e te d  an d  in d iv id u a lize d  su p p o r ts  fo r 
yo u n g  D LLs’ so c io -em o tio n a l, c o g n it ive , an d  

lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t to  e n su re  a c c e ss  to  
th e  c o n tin u e d  d e ve lo pm en t o f sk ills  re la te d  
to  ag e -sp e c ific  an d  d e ve lo pm en ta lly  
ap p ro p ria te  le a rn in g .

C o u r s e  # 2 :  E ff e c t i v e  P r o g r a m m in g  
f o r  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r s

Th e  se c o n d  c o u rse  fo c u se s  o n  e ffe c tive  
in stru c tio n a l an d  p ro g ram m atic  p ra c tic e s  
th a t e n su re  yo u n g  D LLs’ fu ll an d  e ffe c tive  
p a r t ic ip a tio n . To p ic s  c o ve re d  in c lu d e  
C la ss ro om  Lan g u ag e  M o d e ls, P lan n e d  
Lan g u ag e  A p p ro ac h , Pe rso n a lize d  O ra l 
Lan g u ag e  Le a rn in g  p rin c ip le s  an d  
s tra te g ie s, an d  p ro g ram  se lf-a sse ssm en ts. 
Th e  s tu d e n ts  p ra c tic e  b u ild in g  a  lan g u ag e  
p lan , se t  sc h o o l re ad in e ss  g o a ls  fo r D u a l 
Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e rs  am o n g  th e  c h ild re n  
th e y  se rve , le a rn  ab o u t in stru c tio n a l 
lan g u ag e  m o d e ls, u se  c o ac h in g  an d  se lf-
ra t in g  to o ls, an d  e xp lo re  th e  im p o r tan c e  
o f lan g u ag e  a sse ssm en t d a ta  fo r h om e  
lan g u ag e  an d  En g lish , re g a rd le ss  o f th e  
lan g u ag e  sp o ke n  b y  th e  e d u c a to r an d  th e  
lan g u ag e  m o d e l se le c te d . Th e  c o u rse ’s  
fin a l se ss io n  is  c e n te re d  o n  c om p e te n c ie s  
to  e ffe c tive ly  im p lem en t Pe rso n a lize d  
O ra l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn in g  s tra te g ie s  
(O liv a -O lso n  e t  a l., 2019a , 2019b ). Th e se  
in stru c tio n a l s tra te g ie s  h e lp  d e e p e n  
s tu d e n ts’ fo u n d atio n a l u n d e rs tan d in g  to  
e ffe c tive ly  im p lem en t b e st  p ra c tic e s  th a t 
e n su re  c h ild re n ’s  p ro fic ie n c y  in  th e  h om e  
lan g u ag e , tr ib a l lan g u ag e , an d  En g lish . 

C o a c h i n g  a n d  S e l f -R a t i n g  T o o l

F in a lly, th e  D u a l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn e r 
Su p p o r ts’ C o ac h in g  an d  Se lf-R a tin g  
To o l c om p lem en ts  s tu d e n ts’ le a rn in g  
an d  p ro v id e s  c o n tin u e d  su p p o r t  a fte r 
c o u rse  c om p le tio n . Th is  to o l e n ab le s  a ll 

Dual Language Learner supports course has an impact on me …
• I led a parent meeting where stories were read in the parent’s home language (English, Spanish, and Vietnam-

ese). When I heard the full story read in Vietnamese, I felt something changed within me. It was the first time 
since I left Vietnam and France that I felt my identity affirmed.

Dual Language Learner supports course has an impact on Educare California of  Silicon Valley …
• The course not only has increased a high image of  the child, but also the child’s home language.
• Teachers see and understand the importance of  using their home language to promote equity on campus.
• Our inclusion teacher has become a passionate advocate for young Dual Language Learners. She used the cur-

rent brain research and myths of  bilingualism she learned in class to share at a school district meeting!
• The Personalized Oral Language Learning strategy is profound because it is holistic, social-cultural, recursive, 

and contextualized!
– Thena Gee, Adjunct Lector Professor 
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e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a to rs, in c lu d in g  
m o n o lin g u a l sp e ake rs, to  se lf-re fle c t o n  
th e  u n iq u e  te ac h in g  p ra c tic e s  n e e d e d  to  
fu lly  su p p o r t  e a c h  c h ild  w h o  is  a  D LL . A s  
e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a to rs  in d iv id u a lize  
th e ir te ac h in g , th e y  in c o rp o ra te  th e  
Pe rso n a lize d  O ra l Lan g u ag e  Le a rn in g  
s tra te g ie s  to  e ffe c tive ly  e n g ag e  D LLs  in  a ll 
th e  le a rn in g  a c tiv it ie s. 

W h a t  A b o u t  t h e  F u t u r e ?

Th e  C O VID -19  c ris is  h a s  c re a te d  h avo c  in  
th e  e a rly  c h ild h o o d  e d u c a tio n  fie ld , w ith  
e d u c a to rs  an d  adm in is tra to rs  n ow  h e av ily  
in vo lve d  in  p lan n in g  an d  p re p a ra tio n  to  
m e e t c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s’ so c io em o tio n a l 
an d  d e ve lo pm en ta l n e e d s. P ro fe ss io n a l 

R e fe re n c e s

An sa ri, A ., & W in s le r, A . (2016). K in d e rg a r te n  re ad in e ss  fo r low -in c om e  m in o rity  c h ild re n  in  c e n te r-b ase d  c a re , fam ily  c h ild c a re , an d  p u b lic  sc h o o l p re -K . Ea rly  C h ild h o o d  Resea rc h  
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Rum b e rg e r, R . W., & Tran , L . (2010). S ta te  lan g u ag e  p o lic ie s, sc h o o l lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s, an d  th e  En g lish  le a rn e r a c h ie vem en t g ap . In  P. G án d a ra  & M . H o p k in s  (Ed s.), Fo rb id d en  

la n g ua g e : En g lish  lea rn ers a n d  restric tive  la n g ua g e  p o lic ie s (195–215). N ew  Yo rk , N Y: Te ac h e rs  C o lle g e  P re ss.
U .S . D e p a r tm en t o f H e a lth  an d  H um an  Se rv ic e s, A dm in is tra t io n  fo r C h ild re n  an d  Fam ilie s, & O ffi c e  o f H e ad  S ta r t. (2016). H ead  S ta rt p ro g ram  p erfo rm an ce  sta n d a rd s. Wash in g to n , D C : 

A dm in is tra t io n  fo r C h ild re n  an d  Fam ilie s. h ttp s ://e c lkc .o h s.a c f.h h s.g o v /s ite s/d e fau lt/fi le s/p d f/h sp p s-ap p e n d ix .p d f
U .S . D e p a r tm en t o f H e a lth  an d  H um an  Se rv ic e s  & U .S . D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n . (2017). P o l ic y  s t a t e m e n t  o n  s u p p o r t in g  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c h i ld r e n  w h o  a re  d u a l  
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d e ve lo pm en t w ill n ow  n e e d  to  p rio rit ize  
an ti-b ia s, e q u ity, an d  d ive rs ity  tra in in g  to  
e n su re  ad ap ta tio n s  an d  e n h an c em en ts  a re  
an  e sse n tia l c om p o n e n t fo r e d u c a to rs  an d  
c h ild re n  a like . 

Le sso n s  le a rn e d  from  th is  p ro je c t  h ig h lig h t 
th e  im p o r tan c e  o f p ra c tic e -b ase d  o n lin e  
le a rn in g , th e  in c lu s io n  o f s ig n a tu re  
a ss ig nm en ts  th a t a re  im p lem en te d  in  
s itu a te d  c o n te x ts  (c la ss ro om s; fam ily  
c h ild c a re  h om e s; fam ily, fr ie n d , an d  
n e ig h b o r se tt in g s), an d  a  fo c u s  o n  
p re p a rin g  te ac h e rs  to  ad vo c a te  fo r an d  
u n d e rstan d  th e  va lu e  o f b ilin g u a lism  an d  
m u tu a l e n g ag em en t w ith  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Le a rn e rs  an d  th e ir fam ilie s.

46  Ye a r s  o f  E x p e r i e n ce  a n d  Ex p e r t i se  a t  You r  Se r v i ce !
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T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  a n d  I t s  P u s h -B a c k

T ran slan g u ag in g  th e o ry  an d  p ra c tic e  
va lid a te  an d  le g it im ate  b ilin g u a l 
p ra c tic e s. A s  m u lt ilin g u a l sp e ake rs,  

d e sp ite  d iffe re n c e s  in  ag e  o r lan g u ag e  
p ro fic ie n c y  le ve ls, w e  a ll n a tu ra lly  
tran s lan g u ag e  in  o u r d a ily  c om m un ic a tio n  
an d  e xp re ss io n s, o fte n  e ve n  in fo rm a l 
o r p ro fe ss io n a l c o n te x ts. H ow e ve r, th is  
c om m o n  n a tu ra l p ra c tic e  o f m u lt ilin g u a ls  
h a s  h is to ric a lly  b e e n  in te rp re te d  a s  a  
d e fic it  in  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g , in te r fe re n c e  
in  lan g u ag e  e xp re ss io n , o r th e  m ark in g  o f 
n o n -n a tive n e ss  in  lan g u ag e  a c q u is it io n  
a c ro ss  th e  w o rld .

Th e  sc h o la rsh ip  o f b ilin g u a l lite ra c y  
an d  lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  p a st  
d e c ad e s  h a s  e n d o rse d  th e  h om e  
lan g u ag e s  an d  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  o f 
m u lt ilin g u a ls  an d  c o n s id e re d  th em  
a s  a sse ts  fo r th e ir n ew  lan g u ag e  an d  
c o n te n t kn ow le d g e  d e ve lo pm en t, 
w h ic h  in c lu d e d  th e  c o n c e p tu a liza tio n  
o f lan g u ag e  in te rd e p e n d e n c e  an d  
lite ra c y  tran s fe r (C um m in s,1979), an d  
o f c o d e -sw itc h in g , c o d e -m e sh in g , o r 
lan g u ag e -c ro ss in g  (C an ag a ra jah , 2013 ; 
M ac Sw an , 2013). D e sp ite  th e  b o d y  o f 
sc h o la rsh ip  c h a lle n g in g  th e  m o n o lin g u a l 
o rie n ta tio n  d om in an t in  lan g u ag e  an d  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , m an y  o f u s, th e  
sc h o la rs  o f m u lt ilin g u a lism , w an te d  

som e th in g  m o re  from  th is  sc h o la rsh ip—
m o re  th an  so le ly  th e  re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  
th e  h om e  an d  th e  n ew  lan g u ag e , o r o n e  
lan g u ag e  a ss is t in g  th e  le a rn in g  o f th e  o th e r 
lan g u ag e , o r e xp re ss io n s, su c h  a s  m ixe d  
c o d e s  in  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e . We  so u g h t to  
d e sc rib e  th e  p ro c e ss  o f b e in g  an d  d o in g  
a s  m u lt ilin g u a ls. Som e tim e s  th is  p ro c e ss  is  
n o t v is ib le  o r h a s  a  c le a r m ixe d  lan g u ag e  
p re se n ta tio n  b u t g ive s  a  se n se  o f fre e d om , 
d ig n ity, an d  e x is te n c e  a s  m u lt ilin g u a ls.  

Tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry  va lu e s  th e  
lan g u ag in g  e xp e rie n c e  o f m u lt ilin g u a ls, 
w h ic h  p u sh e s  ag a in st  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f 
lan g u ag e s  an d  in te rm in g le s  lin g u is t ic  
fe a tu re s  from  th e  lan g u ag e s  th e y  kn ow  
in  w ays  th a t se rve  th e ir c om m un ic a tive  
p u rp o se s. Tran s lan g u ag in g  is  a  th e o ry  
th a t em e rg e s  from  p rac tic e , d e lve s  b ac k  
to  p ra c tic e , an d  c o n tin u e s  to  ad van c e  
its  c o n c e p tu a liza tio n  th ro u g h  p ra c tic e . 
Its  th e o ry  an d  p ra c tic e  h ave  le g it im ate d  
th e  n a tu ra l in s t in c t  an d  h um an  rig h t o f 
m u lt ilin g u a ls  to  b e  w h at th e y  a re , an d  
e xp re ss  h ow  th e y  th in k , sp e ak , an d  w rite ; 
an d  h ave  lib e ra te d  th em  from  m o n o lin g u a l 
c o n fin e s  an d  a llow ed  th em  to  b e  fre e  
an d  p ro u d  b ilin g u a ls ! Tran s lan g u ag in g  
p e d ag o g y, an  ap p ro ac h  to  m u lt ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n , e n c o u rag e s  te ac h e rs  an d  
s tu d e n ts  to  u se  th e  fu ll ran g e  o f th e ir 

lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  an d  h as  b e c om e  
in c re a s in g ly  in flu e n tia l in  lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  w o rldw id e .

H ow e ve r, tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry, 
in c lu d in g  its  p ra c tic e , h a s  e n c o u n te re d  
re s is tan c e  o r p u sh -b ac k  a t  d iffe re n t le ve ls, 
e ve n  w ith  re c o g n it io n  o f its  c o n trib u tio n  to  
th e  em p ow e rm en t an d  d em arg in a liza tio n  
o f em e rg e n t m u lt ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  an d  
d em o lishm en t o f lan g u ag e  h ie ra rc h y  in  
fo rm a l e d u c a tio n . In  a c ad em ic  c irc le s, 
m an y  sc h o la rs  in  th e  lan g u ag e  an d  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  fie ld  q u e stio n  o n e  o f 
th e  c o re  p rin c ip le s  o f Tran s lan g u ag in g  
th e o ry, th a t m u lt ilin g u a ls  h ave  a  
s in g le , u n ifie d  lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire , an d  
p o stu la te  th a t th is  ke y  tran s lan g u ag in g  
c o n c e p tio n  n e g le c ts  in d iv id u a l lan g u ag e  
d iffe re n tia t io n . Th e y  e ve n  c o n s id e r th is  
“a  s in g le  u n ifie d  re p e r to ire” n o tio n  a s  
im p ly in g  an  an ti-m u lt ilin g u a lism  stan c e . 
Tran s lan g u ag in g  c o n c e p tu a lize s  th e  
lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e s  o f m u lt ilin g u a ls  a s  
g o in g  b e yo n d  lan g u ag e  b o u n d a rie s  to  u se  
a ll th e ir lan g u ag e  re so u rc e s  to  m ax im ize  
th e ir p o te n tia l to  le a rn , e xp re ss, an d  
c om m un ic a te  w ith  o th e rs.  H ow e ve r, th is  
c o n c e p tu a liza tio n  is  in te rp re te d  b y  m an y  
in  th e  fie ld  a s  a  d e n ia l o f th e  e x is te n c e  
o f n am ed  lan g u ag e s. Th e re fo re , w o rk in g  
from  su c h  an  in te rp re ta tio n , th e  ap p ro ac h  

D a n l in g  F u , P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f F lo rid a
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d is re g a rd s  n o tio n s, su c h  a s  m o th e r 
to n g u e , se c o n d  lan g u ag e  a c q u is it io n , an d  
lan g u ag e  va rie ty—ke y  a re a s  in  th e  fie ld  o f 
lan g u ag e  s tu d ie s.

A n y  c o n c e p ts  an d  th e o rie s  c an  b e  
in te rp re te d  d iffe re n tly, e sp e c ia lly  a t  th e ir 
em e rg e n t s tag e s. I am  n o t a  lin g u is t  o r 
a  sc h o la r in  b ilin g u a lism . H ow e ve r, from  
m y  p e rsp e c tive  a s  a  g e n e ra l lite ra c y  
sc h o la r (an d  a lso  a  b ilin g u a l in d iv id u a l), 
I d o  n o t v iew  “b ilin g u a ls  h av in g  a  s in g le  
u n ifie d  lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire” a s  n e g le c t  
o f in d iv id u a l lan g u ag e  d iffe re n tia t io n , 
b u t ra th e r, a s  o p p o s in g  th e  d iv is io n  o f 
lan g u ag e s  w ith in  b ilin g u a l in d iv id u a ls. A s  
e xp la in e d  in  o u r b o o k , Tran s lan g u ag in g  
fo r Em e rg e n t B ilin g u a ls  (Fu , H ad jio an n o u  
& Z h o u , 2019), w e  p re se n t th is  u n ifie d  
lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire  a s  a  m u lt ifu n c tio n a l 
Tran s lan g u ag in g  ro om . In  th is  ro om , ra th e r 
th an  m o v in g  from  o n e  (lin g u is t ic  o r n am ed  
lan g u ag e ) ro om  to  an o th e r,  b ilin g u a ls  
“h ave  a c c e ss  to  u se  a ll lan g u ag e  fe a tu re s  
an d  to o ls  … an d  c an  fle x ib ly  se le c t  an d  
u se  w h at th e y  n e e d  a t  an y  g ive n  m om en t” 
(p .24 ). In  th is  ro om , th e re  d e fin ite ly  e x is t  
in d iv id u a l d iffe re n c e s  from  o n e  b ilin g u a l 
to  an o th e r, b u t th e re  a re  n o  rig id  b o rd e rs  
o r d iv is io n s  o f lan g u ag e s. In  m y  v iew , th e  
n o tio n  o f “g o in g  b e yo n d  lan g u ag e s” is  n o t 
a  d e n ia l o f lan g u ag e  e x is te n c e  b u t is  ab o u t 
n o t b e in g  c o n fin e d  o r c o n stra in e d  b y  an y  
lan g u ag e  fo rm s.  

I w o u ld  like  to  u se  th is  c u lin a ry  e xam p le  
from  m y  C h in e se -Am e ric an  h o u se h o ld  
to  e xp la in  th e  Tran s lan g u ag in g  c o n c e p ts, 
a s  O th e g u y, G a rc ia , an d  R e id  d id  in  th e ir 
2015  a r t ic le . O p e n in g  m y  re frig e ra to r,  yo u  
c an  se e  d iffe re n t sau c e s : C h in e se  c h ili 
sau c e , Ko re an  b e an  sau c e s, Th a i an d  In d ian  
c u rrie s, Jap an e se  m iso , b a rb e q u e  sau c e ,  
tom ato  ke tc h u p , D ijo n  m u sta rd , e tc . In  
th is  ic e b o x  re p e r to ire , th e re  a re  a ll k in d s  
o f re so u rc e s  fo r c o o k in g  (n o t se p a ra te d  

b y  th e ir o rig in s). W h e n  I c o o k , I d o n ’t  c a re  
ab o u t w h ic h  c o u n trie s  th e se  in g re d ie n ts  
o rig in a te d  from . I se le c t  th e  o n e s  I n e e d  to  
m ake  d ish e s  b a se d  o n  th o se  fo r w h om  I 
am  c o o k in g . I ra re ly  u se  re c ip e s  b u t ad ju st  
m y  c o o k in g  b a se d  o n  th e  d in e rs  an d  th e  
flavo rs  w e  c rave  th a t d ay. Th is  is  ve ry  typ ic a l 
o f h ow  C h in e se  p e o p le  c o o k  a t  h om e . N ow , 
w ith  so  m an y  in g re d ie n ts  from  so  m an y  
c u ltu re s  ava ilab le  to  m e ,  I d o n ’t  kn ow  h ow  
m y  c o o k in g  c o u ld  b e  lab e le d  a s  a  d ish  from  
o n e  p a r t ic u la r c o u n try.  

Le t ’s  ta ke  a  ke tc h u p  sh rim p  d ish  a s  an  
e xam p le . Th is  is  a  favo rite  d ish  o f m y  
C au c as ian  h u sb an d , m y  Am e ric an -b o rn  
g ran d d au g h te r, an d  m y  so n , w h o  g rew  
u p  in  th e  U .S . M y  d au g h te r-in -law  an d  I, 
w h o  im m ig ra te d  h e re  a s  ad u lts, le a rn e d  
to  lo ve  it , a s  w e ll. M y  fam ily ’s  favo rite  d ish  
is  som ew h at like  a  C h in e se  sw e e t-an d -
so u r sh rim p  d ish , b u t m y  p a re n ts  an d  
m y  s ib lin g s  in  C h in a  w o u ld n ’t  s tan d  its  
tom ato  ke tc h u p  ta ste  an d  w o u ld  c o n s id e r 
it  an  Am e ric an  d ish  o r Am e ric an ize d  
C h in e se  fo o d . Th is  c u lin a ry  e xam p le  from  
m y  m u lt ilin g u a l/m u lt ic u ltu ra l h o u se h o ld  
illu s tra te s  th e  Tran s lan g u ag in g  c o n c e p ts  
o f “a  s in g le  u n ifie d  lan g u ag e  re p e r to ire” 
an d  its  n o tio n  o f “tran sc e n d in g  lan g u ag e  
b o u n d a rie s” in  Tran s lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e . 
I s to re  d iffe re n t in g re d ie n ts  to g e th e r in  
o n e  s in g le  re frig e ra to r an d  u se  an y  o f 
th em  b ase d  o n  m y  n e e d s  a t  th e  m om en t, 
an d  I ra re ly  fo llow  re c ip e s. Th is  p ra c tic e  
o f re p e a te d ly  b re ak in g  th e  ru le s, m ix in g  
th e  fe a tu re s, an d  ad ju stin g  th e  c o o k in g  
te c h n iq u e s  m ake s  m e  a  c re a tive , fle x ib le , 
an d  sk illfu l c o o k . Th is  is  h ow  b ilin g u a ls  
u se  th e  lin g u is t ic  re so u rc e s  th e y  p o sse ss  
(n o t s to re d  in  se p a ra te  n am ed -lan g u ag e  
b o xe s  o r p a r ts  o f a  b ra in ) in  th e ir e ve ryd ay  
c om m un ic a tio n . I d o n ’t  th in k  th a t th e  
c o n c e p ts  o f  “a  s in g le  u n ifie d  lin g u is t ic  
re p e r to ire” an d  “g o in g  b e yo n d  lan g u ag e  
b o u n d a rie s” in  Tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry  
in d ic a te  an y  d e n ia l o f e ith e r th e  lan g u ag e  
d iffe re n tia t io n s  w ith in  o r am o n g  in d iv id u a ls  
o r th e  e x is te n c e  o f n am ed  lan g u ag e s. 
R a th e r, Tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry  an d  
p ra c tic e  p u sh  ag a in st  b o u n d a rie s  th a t h ave  
o u tlive d  th e ir u se fu ln e ss  an d  h ave  c au se d  
so  m u c h  p a in  an d  e d u c a tio n a l fa ilu re  fo r 
m in o rit ize d  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  
(Th e  C U N Y-N YS IEB  Te am , 2020). 

A lm o st a ll m u lt ilin g u a ls  c an  sh a re  th e ir 
Tran s lan g u ag in g  e xp e rie n c e s, b u t m an y  o f 
th em  fe e l b ad—o r e ve n  fe e l g u ilty—ab o u t 
th e ir Tran s lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e , e sp e c ia lly  

re g a rd in g  th e ir sc h o o l w o rk . A s  a  b ilin g u a l 
m yse lf, I sh a re d  th is  g u ilty  fe e lin g , o r 
e ve n  sh am e , fo r m an y  d e c ad e s, a s  b o th  a  
s tu d e n t an d  a  p ro fe ss io n a l. A s  b ilin g u a ls, 
w e  h ave  b e c om e  v ic t im s  o f c o lo n ia lis t  
w o rld v iew s, trap p e d  in  th e  d om in an t 
e p is tem o lo g ie s. W h e n  tran s lan g u ag in g , w e  
fe e l g u ilty, a s  if w e  w e re  c h e a tin g  o r a s  if 
w e  w e re  h an d ic ap p e d  lan g u ag e  u se rs. We  
try  h a rd  to  re s is t, su p p re ss, an d  re fu se  to  
a c c e p t o u r n a tu ra l in s t in c ts  an d  lan g u ag in g  
p e r fo rm an c e . We  se e  o u rse lve s  th ro u g h  
th e  e ye s  o f th e  d om in an t c a ste , tr y in g  to  
so u n d  like  o th e rs, w h ic h  h a s  c o n fin e d  u s  to  
a  m o n o lin g u a l trap—a ve ritab le  lan g u ag e  
p riso n .

I rem em b e r a s  a  s tu d e n t o f th e  En g lish  
lan g u ag e  in  C h in a , in  o rd e r to  so u n d  
like  a  n a tive  En g lish  sp e ake r, I t r ie d  h a rd  
to  im ita te  th e  p ro n u n c ia tio n s, to n e s, 
e xp re ss io n s, an d  e ve n  g e stu re s  (from  
lis te n in g  to  rad io  o r w atc h in g  m o v ie s) 
o f n a tive  En g lish  sp e ake rs, an d  I w o rke d  
h a rd  to  m atc h  e ve ry  sy llab le . So u n d in g  
o r w rit in g  like  a  n a tive  En g lish  sp e ake r 
w as  m y  u lt im ate  g o a l in  le a rn in g  th e  
En g lish  lan g u ag e . In  o rd e r to  im m e rse  
m yse lf d e e p ly  in  le a rn in g  En g lish , I e ve n  
avo id e d  re ad in g  o r w rit in g  in  C h in e se  
w h ile  s tu d y in g  an d  te ac h in g  En g lish  in  
C h in a  fo r a  d e c ad e  an d  se ize d  an y  c h an c e  
to  p ra c tic e  sp e ak in g  En g lish  w ith  En g lish  
n a tive  sp e ake rs. H ow e ve r, w h e n  I g o t to  th e  
U S , I fo u n d  th a t, n o t o n ly  w e re  th e  im ita te d  
w ays  I sp o ke  En g lish  n o t e ve n  c lo se  to  h ow  
m o st Am e ric an s  sp o ke , b u t I a lso  h ad  a  
h a rd  t im e  u n d e rstan d in g  th em , e sp e c ia lly  
th o se  w ith  lo c a l a c c e n ts. A s  an  En g lish  
lan g u ag e  le a rn e r, th is  d e fe a te d  fe e lin g  
m ad e  m e  q u e stio n  m y  ow n  le a rn in g  
c ap ac ity  an d  ke p t m e  s ile n t d u rin g  m an y  
ye a rs  o f s tu d y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s.

M y  En g lish  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e  
m irro rs  th a t o f m an y  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  in  
th e ir fo rm a l e d u c a tio n . In  K-12  sc h o o ls  
a c ro ss  th e  U .S , w e  se e  m an y  em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  c o n fin e d  to  En g lish -o n ly, 
o r o n e -lan g u ag e -o n e -tim e  c la ss ro om s, 
w h e re  th e y  fe e l a sh am ed  w h e n  th e y  
h ave  to  a sk  th e ir fr ie n d s  in  th e ir h om e  
lan g u ag e  to  c la rify  th e  te ac h e r ’s  in s tru c tio n  
an d  fe e l like  th e y ’re  c h e a tin g  w h e n  th e y  
h ave  to  re ad  b o o ks  o r w atc h  v id e o s  in  
th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  in  o rd e r to  p re p a re  
fo r th e ir En g lish  re ad in g . E ve n  th o u g h  
th e y  tran s lan g u ag e  e ve ryw h e re  in  th e ir 
d a ily  live s—at h om e , o n  th e  s tre e t, in  
th e  c h u rc h , in  th e  sc h o o l c a fe te ria  an d  
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h a llw ays, o r a t  th e  p layg ro u n d , th e y  
d isc ip lin e  th em se lve s  n o t to  le t  th e ir h om e  
lan g u ag e  e n te r th e ir fo rm a l sc h o o lin g  an d  
in te r fe re  w ith  th e ir le a rn in g  in  En g lish . 
N e ve r th e le ss, n o  m atte r h ow  h a rd  th e y  
h ave  to  s tru g g le  w ith  th e ir re ad in g , w rit in g , 
le a rn in g , o r c la ss  d isc u ss io n  th is  w ay, m an y  
a re  lab e le d  Lo n g -te rm  En g lish  Le a rn e rs  o r 
s tru g g lin g  s tu d e n ts  w h o  tra il b e h in d  th e ir 
p e e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e ir sc h o o lin g , an d  th e y  
e ve n tu a lly  d ro p  o u t o f sc h o o l.

Eve n  b ilin g u a l c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts, m an y  o f 
w h om  a re  in te rn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts, d o  n o t 
fe e l g o o d  ab o u t th em se lve s  a s  le a rn e rs  in  
th e ir c o lle g e  s tu d ie s  w h e n  th e y  h ave  to  u se  
th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  to  a ss is t  th em  in  th e ir 
re ad in g , w rit in g , an d  sc h o o l a ss ig nm en ts. 
A s  sh ow n  in  a  s tu d y  b y  o n e  o f m y  d o c to ra l 
s tu d e n ts  (Z h an g , 2020 , u n p u b lish e d  
s tu d y), m an y  in te rn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  fe e l 
h an d ic ap p e d  a s  le a rn e rs  in  th e  U .S . w h e n  
th e y  h ave  to  re ly  o n  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  
to  th in k  ab o u t, d ra ft  an d  p ro c e ss  th e ir 
En g lish  a c ad em ic  w o rk . B y  d o in g  so , th e y  
c o n s id e r th em se lve s  to  b e  le a rn e rs  w ith  
lim ite d  En g lish  p ro fic ie n c y, p o o r En g lish  
w rite rs  an d  th in ke rs, o r m a rg in a lize d  
s tu d e n ts  o n  U .S . c o lle g e  c am p u se s. 
Iro n ic a lly, m an y  o f th e se  s tu d e n ts  h ave  
b e e n  su c c e ss fu l s tu d e n ts  in  th e ir ow n  
c o u n trie s  an d  h ave  re c e ive d  th e  re q u is ite  
En g lish  c re d e n tia ls  to  b e  a c c e p te d  to  s tu d y  
in  U .S . c o lle g e s. H ow e ve r, th e ir p e rc e p tio n  
o f th e ir ow n  Tran s lan g u ag in g  p ro c e ss  a s  an  
in ap p ro p ria te  p ra c tic e  fo r th e ir a c ad em ic  
s tu d ie s  h a s  m ad e  th em  se lf-id e n tify  a s  
u n q u a lifie d  le a rn e rs, lo se  c o n fid e n c e , an d  
h ave  low  se lf-e ste em  a s  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  
En g lish -sp e ak in g  e n v iro nm en t.  

Th ro u g h  ye a rs  o f fo rm a l sc h o o lin g  
g ro u n d e d  in  m o n o lin g u a l o rie n ta tio n  
an d  p ra c tic e , m an y  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts, 
w h e th e r em e rg e n t o r e xp e rie n c e d , h ave  
b e e n  “d am ag e d ” (J im e n e z , a  p e rso n a l 
c o n ve rsa tio n  a t  LRA , 2019). En g lish -o n ly  o r 
lan g u ag e  se p a ra tio n  p o lic ie s, n a tive n e ss  
o r lan g u ag e  p u rity  fa lla c y, an d  th e  p ra c tic e  
o f lan g u ag e  h ie ra rc h y  in  lan g u ag e  an d  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  h ave  in d o c trin a te d  
th e se  s tu d e n ts  to  su p p re ss  o r re s is t  th e ir 
n a tu ra l lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e  an d  re je c t  
th em se lve s  a s  b ilin g u a ls. Th e y  h ave  b e e n  
sc h o o le d  to  b e  like  o th e rs, so u n d  like  
o th e rs, an d  se e  th em se lve s  th ro u g h  o th e rs. 
Th e y  a re  m in o rit ize d  an d  ra c ia lize d  th ro u g h  
a  c o lo n ia lis t  w o rld v iew  an d  d om in an t 
id e o lo g y  in  e d u c a tio n .  

Tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry  n o rm a lize s  th e  
n a tu ra l lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e  o f m u lt ilin g u a ls  
an d  e n c o u rag e s  te ac h e rs  to  c re a te  a  
Tran s lan g u ag in g  sp ac e  in  th e ir c u rric u lum  
an d  in stru c tio n  to  m ax im ize  th e  le a rn in g  
p o te n tia l o f m u lt ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  an d  
lib e ra te  th em  from  th e ir lan g u ag e /th o u g h t 
c o n fin em en t in  e d u c a tio n . A n y  c a lls  fo r 
b re ak in g  e stab lish e d  d om in an c e  e n c o u n te r 
c h a lle n g e s  an d  re s is tan c e . Fo r u s  te ac h e rs  
an d  e d u c a to rs, it  ta ke s  m u c h  c o u rag e  to  
q u e stio n  th e  id e o lo g y  in  w h ic h  w e  h ave  
b e e n  in d o c trin a te d  fo r d e c ad e s  an d  to  
d e c o n stru c t  th e  w a lls  w e  h ave  c o n trib u te d  
to  b u ild in g  in  th e  n am e  o f h e lp in g  
s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r to  m e e t th e  “s tan d a rd s” 
an d  e n ab lin g  th em  to  b e  c om p e tit ive  in  
th e  “m a in stre am ” w o rld . Th e se  w a lls  h ave  
c o n stra in e d  o u r s tu d e n ts’ u se  o f th e ir fu n d s  
o f kn ow le d g e , th e ir lin g u is t ic  a sse ts, an d  
th e ir n a tu ra l ab ilit ie s  to  le a rn  an d  g row  
in te lle c tu a lly, so c ia lly, an d  em o tio n a lly  
in  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n a l se tt in g s. Th e se  
w a lls  a re  c o n stru c te d  b y  “s tan d a rd s” to  
fo rm  a  so -c a lle d  “m a in stre am ” so c ie ty  
g ro u n d e d  in  ra c ism , lin g u ic ism , c la ss ism , 
an d  c o lo n ia lism  th a t h ave  m arg in a lize d  

b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r 
fo r d e c ad e s. If w e  c o n tin u e  to  te ac h  to  
th e se  s tan d a rd s  b u t fo rg e t o u r s tu d e n ts’ 
p e rso n h o o d , w e  w ill c o n tin u e  to  ke e p  
m an y  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a ls  an d  s tu d e n ts  
o f c o lo r o n  th e  m arg in s  an d  c o n tin u e  to  
c o n fin e  th em  to  th e ir im p riso nm en t w ith in  
fo rm a l e d u c a tio n .  

Tran s lan g u ag in g  th e o ry  an d  p ra c tic e  
g ive  u s  th e  w o rd s  an d  to o ls  to  d ig n ify  
th e  e x is te n c e  o f m u lt ilin g u a ls  an d  c re a te  
sp ac e  an d  o p p o r tu n ity  to  le g it im ize  th e ir 
lan g u ag in g  p ra c tic e s  in  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n . 
D o in g  so  b re aks  o p p re ss ive  trad it io n s  an d  
a llow s  n o n -d om in an t g ro u p s  to  sh a re  
sp ac e  an d  p ow e r w ith in  e s tab lish e d  
p a tte rn s  o f d om in an c e  an d  to  affo rd  in n a te  
h um an  rig h ts  to  h is to ric a lly  m is tre a te d  
p e o p le . Tran s lan g u ag in g  g u id e s  u s  to  
b e g in  a  lo n g  jo u rn e y  to  fig h t ag a in st  so c ia l 
in ju st ic e s  an d  p o st-c o lo n ia l o p p re ss io n  
w ith  A n g lo  h e g em o ny  an d  En g lish  
im p e ria lism  th a t h ave  d om in a te d  o u r 
so c ie ty  an d  sc h o o l sy s tem  an d  h a rm ed  
s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r an d  em e rg e n t b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts  fo r fa r to o  lo n g .  
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C h i c a n o  B o r d e r l a n d e r
b y  O s c a r  J .  M a r t in e z

A Chicano Borderlander
I am 
Part Mexico, part American.
Two currents feed my soul:
one southern, mestizo, Third World,
one Northern, Anglo-Saxon, First World

Straddling two nations, two cultures,
belonging to both, belonging to neither,
One moment totally sure of  who I am,
the next baffled by my duality.

Bilingual, bicultural, binational,
embracing two social systems,
assuming multiple identities,
crisscrossing ethnic boundaries,
negotiating and taming opposing worlds.
Spare me the hellish choice
of  taking sides
between the United States and Mexico.
One is my home, the other my nurturer.

On the border,
conflict of  the heart of  the nation
has but one cure:
recognition of  jointness
and jointness in resolution.

A  C h i c a n a  B o r d e r l a n d e r  M a e s t r a  T e a c h i n g  
w i t h o u t  F r o n t e r a s  

S u s a n a  I b a r r a  J o h n s o n , P h .D .
N ew  M e x ic o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity  
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F or th e  p a st  tw o  ye a rs, I h ave  b e e n  a  
B ilite ra c y  Sp e c ia lis t  a t  a  la rg e  p u b lic  
sc h o o l d is tric t  in  th e  So u thw e st. In  

m y  p o s it io n , I w as  ab le  to  su p p o r t  d u a l-
lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  te ac h e rs  
(D LBE ) in  a  Tran s lan g u ag in g  Pa r t ic ip a to ry  
A c tio n  R e se a rc h  (PA R ) (C h a tte r to n , 
Fu lle r, & Ro u tle d g e , 2007 ; G re e nw o o d  
e t  a l., 1993) p ro je c t  c re a te d  to  fu r th e r 
d e ve lo p  D LBE  te ac h e rs’ kn ow le d g e (s) 
an d  e xp e rie n c e (s) re g a rd in g  th e ir 
in s tru c tio n a l p ra c tic e s  sp e c ific a lly  in  
b ilite ra c y  an d  tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y. 
Pse u d o n ym s w e re  u se d  fo r a ll te a c h e rs  
an d  s tu d e n ts  in vo lve d  in  th is  p ro je c t. 
Th e  p o em  ab o ve  d e sc rib e s  w e ll h ow  th e  
D LBE  te ac h e rs  I w o rke d  w ith  e xp re sse d  
th e ir te ac h in g  e xp e rie n c e  a s  b e in g  a  
C h ic an a  Bo rd e rlan d e r. Th a t is , th e  te ac h e rs  
p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  th e  PA R  p ro je c t  w e re  
“Pa r t  [So u thw e st] M e x ic o , p a r t  Am e ric an ," 
c o n stan tly  s tru g g lin g  to  m e e t th e  “d u a lity ” 
th a t D LBE  h a s  c re a te d  th ro u g h  lan g u ag e  
se p a ra tio n  d u rin g  lite ra c y  in stru c tio n . 
Th ro u g h  th is  se p a ra tio n , te ac h e rs  w e re  
a sk in g  th e ir s tu d e n ts  to  a ssum e  “m u lt ip le  
[lite ra te ] id e n tit ie s,” ye t  kn ow in g  th a t 
th e  o n ly  p o ss ib le  so lu tio n  w as  to  “c u re : 
re c o g n it io n  o f jo in tn e ss  an d  jo in tn e ss  in  
re so lu tio n .” Lan g u ag e  se p a ra tio n  in  D LBE  
p ro g ram s is  im p o r tan t fo r b ilin g u a lism  
an d  b ilite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t, b u t im ag in e  
if b ilin g u a ls  le ve rag e d  tran s lan g u ag in g , 
th a t is , if th e y  u se d  th e ir u n ita ry  lan g u ag e  
sy stem  th a t e n ab le s  th em  to  u se  a ll 
lan g u ag e  fe a tu re s  flu id ly  (G a rc ía  e t  a l., 
2017). 

A n  a re a  o f fo c u s  fo r th e  PA R  p ro je c t  
te ac h e r w as  th e  tran s lan g u ag in g  
p e d ag o g y : a  th re e -p ro n g  ap p ro ac h : 
sta n ce, d esig n , an d  sh ifts  (G a rc ía  e t  a l., 
2017). S ta r t in g  w ith  s tan c e , th e  te ac h e rs  
m u st d raw  from  stu d e n ts’ lan g u ag e  
p ra c tic e s  an d  c u ltu ra l u n d e rstan d in g s  
e n c om p ass in g  th o se  th e y  b rin g  from  
h om e  an d  c om m un it ie s, a s  w e ll a s  th o se  
from  sc h o o l. Th e  d e s ig n  is  th e  u n its  an d  
le sso n s  th a t le ve rag e  th e  tra n sla n g ua g in g  
co rrien te , th a t is , th e  flow  o f s tu d e n ts’ 
b ilin g u a l p ra c tic e s  (G a rc ía  e t  a l., 2017) in  
w ays  th a t a c c e le ra te  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts’ 
c o n te n t an d  lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t in  
sc h o o l. Th e  sh ifts  re fle c t th e  te ac h e rs’ 
fle x ib ility  an d  w illin g n e ss  to  c h an g e  th e  
c o u rse  o f th e  le sso n  an d  th e  lan g u ag e  u se  
p lan n e d  in  o rd e r to  re le a se  an d  su p p o r t  
s tu d e n ts’ vo ic e s  an d  u n d e rstan d in g s. 
Tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y  p ro v id e d  

a  sp ac e  fo r th e se  te ac h e rs  to  jo in  th e ir 
Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  a r ts  an d  En g lish  
lan g u ag e  a r ts  to  m ake  se n se  o f th e  
kn ow le d g e  an d  sk ills  b e in g  tau g h t, ye t  
ke e p in g  th e  le a rn in g  o b je c tive s  fo r e a c h  
lan g u ag e  a s  th e  m a in  p u rp o se  o f th e ir 
in s tru c tio n .  

Th is  p ap e r d e sc rib e s  th e  em p iric a l w o rk  
o f o n e  D LBE  te ac h e r w h o  em b rac e d  th e  
tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y  an d  h ow  
sh e  d isc o ve re d  h e r p e rso n a l s tan c e  th a t 
in flu e n c e d  th e  d yn am ic  b ilin g u a l id e n tity  
o f h e r s tu d e n ts  an d  h e rse lf. B y  va lu in g  an d  
e xp an d in g  tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y  
in  th e  c la ss ro om , sh e  d e ve lo p e d  a  u n it/
le sso n  in stru c tio n a l d e s ig n  th a t in te g ra te d  
s tu d e n ts’ lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  an d  a llow ed  
sp ac e s  fo r fle x ib le  sh ifts  d e te rm in e d  b y  
s tu d e n ts’ lin g u is t ic  n e e d s  an d  p ra c tic e s  
d u rin g  le a rn in g  (G a rc ía  e t  a l., 2017). N e x t, 
I w ill d e sc rib e  M ae stra  O , a  D LBE  te ac h e r 
e n ac tin g  th e  tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y  
in  h e r c la ss ro om  d u rin g  h e r Sp an ish  
lan g u ag e  a r ts  in s tru c tio n .

T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  S t a n c e  S p r i n g s  
f r o m  a  C u r r e n t   

To  take  u p  tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g y, 
te ac h e rs  n e e d  to  firs t  re fle c t u p o n  th e ir 
p e rso n a l s tan c e  tow ard s  b lu rrin g  th e  
lin e s  b e tw e e n  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish  
w h e n  te ac h in g  lan g u ag e  o r lite ra c y  an d  
o p e n in g  u p  a  sp ac e  th a t d raw s from  
stu d e n ts’ d yn am ic  b ilin g u a lism . To  d o  
th is, M ae stra  O , w h o  tau g h t 15  ye a rs  in  
K-8  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , w as  in vo lve d  
in  th e  Tran s lan g u ag in g  PA R  p ro je c t  an d  
sp e n t o n e  ye a r s tu d y in g  tran s lan g u ag in g  
re se a rc h  an d  a  b o o k  s tu d y  o f Th e  
tra n sla n g ua g in g  c la ssro om : Levera g in g  
stu d en t b ilin g ua lism  fo r lea rn in g  (G a rc ía  
e t  a l., 2017) w ith  a  g ro u p  o f 15  te ac h e rs  
an d  m yse lf. Th ro u g h  h e r ow n  se lf-
re fle c tio n  an d  se lf-a c tu a liza tio n , M ae stra  O  
e xp re sse d  in  th e  fo llow in g  q u o te  h ow  th e  
b o o k  s tu d y  tran s fo rm ed  h e r s tan c e  from  a  
se p a ra te  v iew  to  a  m o re  h o lis t ic  v iew . 

M y tra n sla n g ua g in g  sta n ce  sp rin g s from  a  
c u rren t th a t h a s a lwa ys flowed  in  m y ve in s. 
I o n ce  com pa rtm en ta lized  m y b ilin g ua lism  
a s it  p la yed  o u t in  va rio u s co n tex ts; Sp a n ish  
to  p ra y a n d  sp ea k w ith  m y g ra n dpa ren ts, 
fo rm a l Sp a n ish  in  h ig h  sc h o o l a n d  co lleg e, 
En g lish  a t sc h o o l, Sp a n g lish  a t h om e, a n d  
w ith  co u sin s o r n e ig h b o rh o o d  frien d s. 
H owever, I rea lize  n ow  th a t m y b ilin g ua lism  

is  a  lin g u istic  m o vem en t w ith in  th a t g u id es 
m y a c tio n s, em o tio n s, a n d  resp o n ses. Th is  
p e rso n a l exp erien ce  a llow ed  m e  to  em b ra ce  
th e  Tra n sla n g ua g in g  S ta n ce  w ith  a n  
o p en  h ea rt th a t a llow s m e  to  see  stu d en ts 
h o listica lly  in  te rm s o f th e ir lin g u istic  
rep erto ire. (In te rv iew, 07/12/20)

M ae stra  O  e xp re sse d  th a t h e r s tan c e  
“sp rin g s  from  a  c u rre n t” a s  a  C h ic an a  
Bo rd e rlan d e r b o rn  an d  ra ise d  in  th e  U .S . 
So u thw e st an d  from  em b rac in g  h e r 
Sp an ish  an d  In d ig e n o u s  h e ritag e  th a t ru n s  
“in  h e r ve in s.” Sh e  u n d e rstan d s  p h ys ic a l 
b o rd e rlan d s—th at D LBE  p ro g ram s re q u ire  
lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n , b u t a s  a  b o rd e rlan d e r, 
sh e  kn ow s th a t tap p in g  in to  th e  s tu d e n ts’ 
co rrien tes c re a te s  a  lin g u is t ic  m o vem en t 
th a t g u id e s  h e r a c t io n s  an d  th o se  o f h e r 
s tu d e n ts. H e r tran s lan g u ag in g  s tan c e  
in flu e n c e d  h e r d yn am ic  b ilin g u a l id e n tity  
an d  th a t o f h e r s tu d e n ts, w h ic h  le d  to  
d e ve lo p in g  an  in stru c tio n a l d e s ig n  th a t 
in te g ra te d  s tu d e n ts’ lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire s  
w h ile  te ac h in g  th e  in te rd isc ip lin a ry  u n it, 
En cu en tro s: D ife ren tes Pun to s d e  Vista . Th e  
n e x t se c tio n  p ro v id e s  a  b rie f d e sc rip tio n  
o f M ae stra  O ’s  u n it  an d , in  m o re  d e ta il, th e  
o p in io n  w rit in g  le sso n  w h e re  sh e  h ad  a  
Sp an ish  w rit in g  ta sk  a s  a  g o a l.  

E n c u e n t r o s :  D i f e r e n t e s  P u n t o s  d e  V i s t a  
D e s i g n

In  M ae stra  O ’s  th ird  g rad e  D LBE  Sp an ish /
En g lish  c la ss ro om , th re e -fo u r th s  o f h e r 
s tu d e n ts  w e re  H isp an ic , an d  o n e -th ird  
o f N a tive  Am e ric an  h e ritag e . Sh e  h ad  
s tu d e n ts  re v ita liz in g  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e  
s in c e  m an y  o f th e ir fam ily  m em b e rs  h ad  
su ffe re d  lan g u ag e  lo ss, an d  o th e r s tu d e n ts  
le a rn in g  Sp an ish  a s  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e . In  
h e r ow n  w o rd s, sh e  w an te d  to  “h o lis t ic a lly  
u se  h e r s tu d e n ts’ lin g u is t ic  re p e r to ire” 
to  b ra in sto rm  an d  d isc u ss  id e a s  b e fo re  
w rit in g  th e ir o p in io n  te x t  in  Sp an ish . To  
d o  th is, sh e  d e ve lo p e d  a  tran s lan g u ag in g  
le sso n  d e s ig n . 
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T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  L e s s o n  D e s i g n  
T e a c h e r  N a m e :  M a e s t r a  O

E s s e n t i a l  Q u e s t i o n :  

What m ake s  p e o p le  v iew  th e  sam e  e xp e rie n c e  in  d iffe re n t w ays?

¿Po r q u é  se  ve  e l m ism o  even to  en  p un to s d e  v ista  d ife ren tes?

T a s k -B a s e d  P e r f o r m a n c e s  

G e n e r a l  L i n g u i s t i c

Stu d e n ts  w ill o ra lly  c om p a re /c o n tra st  
th e  m o st im p o r tan t p o in ts  & ke y  d e ta ils  
p re se n te d  in  tw o  h is to ric a l fic tio n  te x ts  
ab o u t th e  e n c o u n te r b e tw e e n  Sp an ish  
e xp lo re rs  & N a tive  Am e ric an s  b y  jo in tly  
c o n stru c tin g  a  g rap h ic  o rg an ize r w ith  th e  
te ac h e r an d  o th e r p e e rs.  

L a n g u a g e -S p e c i fi c  

E stu d ian te s  van  a  e xp re sa r su  o p in ió n  
y  e lab o ran  u n a  e stru c tu ra  o rg an iza tiv a  
q u e  e n um e re  la s  ra zo n e s  q u e  ap o yan  su  
o p in ió n . 

E s tu d ian te s  van  a  u sa r p a lab ra s  y  fra se s  
d e  e n la c e  (e jem p lo : p o rq u e , p o r lo  tan to , 
a l fin ) p a ra  c o n e c ta r la  o p in ió n  c o n  la s  
ra zo n e s  y  o fre c e n  u n a  d e c la ra c ió n  o  
se c c ió n  fin a l.

T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  S p a c e  

T e a c h i n g  a n d  L e a r n i n g  C y c l e  

Ph ase  1  D eco n stru c tio n  o f Tex t

• D e c o n stru c t  th e  a rg um en ta tive  te x t  o f a  m en to r te x t  b y  m o d e lin g  id e n tific a tio n  
an d  an n o ta tio n  o f p o in t o f v iew  in  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish  te x t.

Ph ase  2  Jo in t C o n stru c tio n

• R e ad  c o llab o ra tive ly  an d  c om p le te  g rap h ic  o rg an ize rs  w ith  m en to r te x ts : id e n tify  
o p in io n  an d  re a so n  in  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish .

Ph ase  3  In d iv id ua l C o n stru c tio n

• R e ad  in d e p e n d e n tly  an d  an sw e r e v id e n c e -b ase d  q u e stio n s  o n  p o in t o f v iew /w rite  
an  o p in io n  th re e -p a rag rap h  e ssay  o n  th e  p o in t o f v iew  o f a  n a rra tive  in  Sp an ish .

Fig u re  1 .1 . Tra n sla n g ua g in g  Lesso n  D esig n

Th e  tran s lan g u ag in g  le sso n  d e s ig n  
w as  c o -d e ve lo p e d  b y  th e  PA R  p ro je c t  
te ac h e rs  an d  in c lu d e d  som e  id e as  from  
Th e  tra n sla n g ua g in g  c la ssro om : Levera g in g  
stu d en t b ilin g ua lism  fo r lea rn in g  (G a rc ía  
e t  a l., 2017), su c h  a s  th e  Ta sk-Ba sed  
Pe rfo rm an ce  a n d  Tra n sla n g ua g in g  Sp a ce  
se c t io n s. Th e  su b se q u e n t se c tio n s  
e lab o ra te  o n  ta sk-b ase d  p e r fo rm an c e  an d  
tran s lan g u ag in g  sp ac e . 

T a s k -b a s e d  P e r f o r m a n c e s

Task-b ase d  p e r fo rm an c e s  a re  au th e n tic , 
p e r fo rm an c e -b ase d  to o ls  th a t a llow  
te ac h e rs  to  m o n ito r s tu d e n ts’ g e n e ra l 

lin g u is t ic  an d  lan g u ag e -sp e c ific  
p e r fo rm an c e s  (e .g ., w rit in g  p e rsu as ive  
e ssays, c om p a rin g  an d  c o n tra st in g  th e  
re su lts  o f tw o  e xp e rim en ts, b u ild in g  
b ac kg ro u n d  kn ow le d g e , e tc .). G e n e ra l 
lin g u is t ic  p e r fo rm an c e  re fe rs  to  sp e ake rs’ 
u se  o f o ra l an d  w ritte n  lan g u ag e  to  
e xp re ss  c om p le x  th o u g h ts  (e .g ., to  e xp la in , 
to  c om p a re  an d  c o n tra st), d raw in g  o n  th e  
fu ll fe a tu re s  o f th e ir lin g u is t  re p e r to ire s.  
Lan g u ag e -sp e c ific  p e r fo rm an c e  re fe rs  to  
sp e ake rs’ e xc lu s ive  u se  o f fe a tu re s  from  a  
n am ed  lan g u ag e  (e .g ., Sp an ish , En g lish ) 
to  p e r fo rm  c la ss ro om  ta sks. M ae stra  O ’s  
ta ske d -b ase d  p e r fo rm an c e s  a re  d e sc rib e d  
b e low .

G e n e r a l  L i n g u i s t i c  P e r f o r m a n c e :

• S tu d e n ts  w ill o ra lly  c om p a re /c o n tra st  
th e  m o st im p o r tan t p o in ts  & ke y  
d e ta ils  p re se n te d  in  tw o  h is to ric a l 
fic tio n  te x ts  ab o u t th e  e n c o u n te r 
b e tw e e n  Sp an ish  e xp lo re rs  & N a tive  
Am e ric an s  b y  jo in tly  c o n stru c tin g  a  
g rap h ic  o rg an ize r w ith  th e  te ac h e r 
an d  o th e r p e e rs.   

L a n g u a g e -S p e c i fi c :

• E s tu d ian te s  van  a  e xp re sa r su  o p in ió n  
y  e lab o ran  u n a  e stru c tu ra  o rg an iza tiv a  
q u e  e n um e re  la s  ra zo n e s  q u e  ap o yan  
su  o p in ió n . 

• E s tu d ian te s  van  a  u sa r p a lab ra s  y  
fra se s  d e  e n la c e  (e jem p lo : p o rq u e , 
p o r lo  tan to , a l fin ) p a ra  c o n e c ta r la  
o p in ió n  c o n  la s  ra zo n e s  y  o fre c e n  u n a  
d e c la ra c ió n  o  se c c ió n  fin a l.

A  tran s lan g u ag in g  le sso n  d e s ig n  n e e d s  
b o th  g e n e ra l lin g u is t ic  an d  lan g u ag e -
sp e c ific  p e r fo rm an c e s  to  m ake  c o n te n t 
a c c e ss ib le  an d  c re a te  sp ac e s  fo r h e r 
s tu d e n ts’ tran s lan g u ag in g  co rrien tes  to  
flow  fre e ly. 

T r a n s l a n g u a g i n g  S p a c e

Tran s lan g u ag in g  sp ac e  is  a  sp ac e  fo r th e  
a c t  o f tran s lan g u ag in g  a s  w e ll a s  a  sp ac e  
c re a te d  th ro u g h  tran s lan g u ag in g . Th e  
n o tio n  o f  tra n sla n g ua g in g  sp a ce  em b rac e s  
th e  c o n c e p ts  o f c re a tiv ity  an d  c rit ic a lity, 
e xp lo rin g  d im en s io n s  o f m u lt ilin g u a l 
p ra c tic e s  (We i, 2011). M ae stra  O  d e c id e d  
to  u se  th e  Te ac h in g  an d  Le a rn in g  C yc le  
(B risk , 2015) to  o u tlin e  w h at sh e  w an te d  
s tu d e n ts  to  d o  w ith  lan g u ag e , c o n c e p ts, 
an d  id e a s. Th is  e n c o u rag e s  s tu d e n ts  to  
u se  a ll th e  fe a tu re s  o f th e ir lan g u ag e  
re p e r to ire s, in c lu d in g  le x ic a l (w o rd ), 
syn tac tic  (g ram m ar), an d  d isc o u rse  
(la rg e r c h u n ks  o f te x t  th a t h an g  to g e th e r 
a s  a  u n it) fe a tu re s, an d  g ive s  s tu d e n ts  
som e th in g  o n  w h ic h  to  “h an g ” n ew  
lin g u is t ic  fe a tu re s  an d  u se  m u lt ilin g u a l 
p ra c tic e s. M ae stra  O ’s  tran s lan g u ag in g  
sp ac e  in c lu d e s  th e  Te ac h in g  an d  Le a rn in g  
C yc le  o u tlin e d  b e low .

• Ph ase  1  D eco n stru c tio n  o f Tex t : 
D e c o n stru c tio n  o f a rg um en ta tive  
te x t  o f m e n to r te x t  b y  m o d e lin g  
id e n tific a tio n  an d  an n o ta tio n  o f p o in t 
o f v iew  in  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish  te x t



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  7 2 M u l t i l i t e r a c y

• Ph ase  2  Jo in t C o n stru c tio n : R e ad  
c o llab o ra tive ly  an d  c om p le te  g rap h ic  
o rg an ize rs  w ith  m en to r te x ts : id e n tify  
o p in io n  an d  re a so n  in  Sp an ish  an d  
En g lish

• Ph ase  3  In d iv id ua l C o n stru c tio n : R e ad  
in d e p e n d e n tly  an d  an sw e r e v id e n c e -
b ase d  q u e stio n s  o n  p o in t o f v iew /w rite  
o p in io n  th re e -p a rag rap h  e ssay  o n  th e  
p o in t o f v iew  o f a  n a rra tive  in  Sp an ish  

Th e  ta sk-b ase d  p e r fo rm an c e  w as  fo r 
s tu d e n ts  to  in d iv id u a lly  c o n stru c t  a  Sp an ish  
o p in io n  e ssay  e xp la in in g  th e ir o p in io n  an d  
su p p o r tin g  th e ir o p in io n  w ith  e v id e n c e  
from  th e  te x t. A s  p a r t  o f th e  te ac h in g  an d  
le a rn in g  c yc le , M ae stra  O  adm in is te re d  
a  p re te st  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  a s  a  fo rm ative  
a sse ssm en t o f th e ir ab ility  to  w rite  a  
Sp an ish  o p in io n  e ssay. Th e  p rom p t w as, 
“We re  th e  In d ig e n o u s  an d  th e  Sp an ia rd s  
fr ie n d s  o r e n em ie s?" Th e  am o u n t an d  
q u a lity  o f Sp an ish  w rit in g  in  th e  p re te st  
w e re  lim ite d . Fo r e xam p le , o n e  s tu d e n t 
w ro te , “M i o p in io n  d e l en c u en tro  e s en em ig o s 
p o rq u e  lo s e sp a ñ o les rec lam a ro n  su s tie rra s. 
Th ey h a d  a  wa r a n d  sa id  m ean  th in g s.” In  
c om p a riso n  to  th e  p o st-te st, in  w h ic h  th is  
s tu d e n t w ro te  a  th re e -p a rag rap h  o p in io n  
e ssay  in  Sp an ish , th is  sam e  s tu d e n t w as  
n ow  ab le  to  w rite  th re e  d e ta ile d  p a rag rap h s  
in  w h ic h  sh e  in c lu d e d  su p p o r tin g  re a so n s  
an d  e v id e n c e  from  th e  te x t.  Fo r e xam p le , 
“Lo s e sp a ñ o les fu e ro n  c ru e les. E llo s h a c ia n  
lo s In d ig en a  se  en fe rm a ro n  y  su frie ro n .” (Se e  
F ig u re  1 .2  fo r c om p le te  w ritte n  te x t). 

A s  p a r t  o f th e  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g  
c yc le , M ae stra  O  an a lyze d  s tu d e n t w rit in g  
to  d isc o ve r th a t th e y  h ad  a c h ie ve d  th e  
lan g u ag e -sp e c ific  p e r fo rm an c e  b y  w rit in g  
a  c o h e s ive  an d  c o h e re n t o p in io n  ab o u t th e  
e n c o u n te r b e tw e e n  Sp an ish  e xp lo re rs  an d  
N a tive  Am e ric an s  in  Sp an ish . Sh e  m en tio n s  
th a t b y  “p lan n in g  fo r a  g e n e ra l lin g u is t ic  
p e r fo rm an c e  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  o ra lly  
c om p a re  an d  c o n tra st  th e  m o st im p o r tan t 
p o in ts  an d  ke y  d e ta ils  p re se n te d  in  te x ts  
in  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish  o r b ilin g u a lly  m y  
s tu d e n ts  w e re  ab le  to  b e  m o re  e xp re ss ive  
an d  c rit ic a l ab o u t th e  c o n te n t in  th e  te x t.” 
(In te rv iew , 07/12/20)

B o r d e r l a n d e r  S h i f t s

A s a  b o rd e rlan d e r, M ae stra  O ’s  b ilin g u a l 
p h ilo so p h y  an d  in stru c tio n  h ave  sh ifte d . 
Sh e  fo c u se d  m o re  o n  te ac h in g  b a se d  o n  
th e  s tu d e n ts’ lan g u ag e , th e ir c o rrie n te , 
re c o g n iz in g  th a t th e  ric h n e ss  o f th e ir 

b ilin g u a lism  c re a te s  th e  c u rric u lum  an d  
m o ve s  th e  le a rn in g  c u rre n t in  a  p o s it ive , 
e n g ag in g , an d  p ro d u c tive  d ire c t io n . B y  
d e s ig n in g  a  c u rric u lum  th a t h o ld s  th e  
ta rg e t lan g u ag e  a s  a  p rio rity, in tro d u c e s  
te x t  in  th e  ta rg e t lan g u ag e , an d  p ro v id e s  
d iffe re n tia t io n  an d  p lan n e d  t im e s  fo r 
tran s lan g u ag in g , M ae stra  O  m ad e  c o n te n t 
a c c e ss ib le  an d  c re a te d  sp ac e s  fo r h e r 
s tu d e n ts’ tran s lan g u ag in g  c o rrie n te s  
to  flow  fre e ly. A s  a  re su lt, h e r s tu d e n ts  
c o u ld  e n g ag e  w ith  te x t, d isc u ss  e sse n tia l 
q u e stio n s, an d  c o n stru c t  w ritte n  e ssays  in  
th e  ta rg e t lan g u ag e .

A s  a  C h ic an a  b o rd e rlan d e r, M ae stra  
O  s trad d le d  th e  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish  
lin g u is t ic  b o rd e rs  c o n flic te d  ab o u t h e r 
D LBE  c la ss ro om ’s  lan g u ag e  se p a ra tio n . H e r 
c u re  w as  to  te ac h  w ith o u t fro n te ra s  an d  
re c o g n ize  th e  im p o r tan c e  o f b rin g in g  b o th  
lan g u ag e s  to g e th e r to  c re a te  a  c o rrie n te  
th a t b rin g s  fo r th  jo in tn e ss  in  re so lu tio n . In  
h e r ow n  w o rd s, “It  is  b e c au se  lan g u ag e  h as  
flow ed  n a tu ra lly  th ro u g h o u t th e  u n it  th a t 
I w as  ab le  to  h a rn e ss  th is  n a tu ra l e n e rg y  
to  sh ap in g  p ro fic ie n t Sp an ish  w rite rs.” 
(In te rv iew , 07/12/20)

Fig u re  1 .2 . S tu d en t Pre/Po st W ritin g  Sam p le
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T e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  T im e  o f  P a n d e m i c :  
B e w a r e  o f  F a l s e  B i n a r i e s  a n d  

D e fi c i t  P e r s p e c t i v e s

as  “b e h in d ” a c ad em ic a lly  an d  so c ia lly, a s  
c om m un it ie s  th a t c an n o t p o ss ib ly  b e  
b ro u g h t u p  to  sp e e d  to  h e lp  th e ir c h ild re n  
w ith o u t b ric k  an d  m o r ta r sc h o o ls, an d  th a t 
th e y  a re  fu r th e r “a t-risk ” a t  h om e , e ve n  if 
th e  h om e  m ay  b e  th e  sa fe st  e n v iro nm en t 
fo r th em  an d  th e ir te a c h e rs  d u rin g  th is  
c ris is .

In  1985  w h e n  W illiam  Be n n e tt  re b u ke d  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram s a s  to ta l 
fa ilu re s, th e  re se a rc h  c om m un ity  b e g an  
c rit ic iz in g  th is  d ic h o tom o u s  an d  fa lse  
b in a ry. N o te d  sc h o la r Jo sh u a  F ishm an  
(1972 , 1997) a rg u e d  th a t w h e th e r b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  w as  e ffe c tive  o r n o t w as  th e  
w ro n g  (em pha sis  m in e) q u e stio n  to  a sk . 
H e  d o c um en te d  th e  n e e d  to  e xp lo re  
m u lt ip le  q u e stio n s  ab o u t h ow  b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  w o rks, in c lu d in g  fo r w h om  it  is  
in te n d e d , in  w h at c o n te x ts, u n d e r w h at 
c o n d it io n s, an d  tow ard  w h at e d u c a tio n a l 
g o a ls? Th an kfu lly, F ishm an’s  a rg um en t fo r 

F a l s e  B i n a r i e s  a n d  D e fi c i t  
P e r s p e c t i v e s

Th e  re ad e r is  like ly  w o n d e rin g  w h y  I 
c h o se  to  s ta r t  th is  a r t ic le  w ith  se em in g ly  
d isc o n n e c te d  an d  d isp a ra te  q u o te s  
se p a ra te d  b y  a  35-ye a r t im e  sp an . It  se em s 
th a t th ro u g h o u t th e  h is to ry  o f b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n , to o  o fte n , o u r 
p o lic ym ake rs  an d  o th e rs  h ave  c h o se n  
to  a rg u e  th e  m e rits  o f o u r p ro g ram s, 
o u r te ac h e rs, an d  o u r p e d ag o g y  u s in g  a  
b in a ry  d isc o u rse . Th e y  h ave  ap p lie d  th is  
b in a ry  to  th e  c a se  o f o n lin e  le a rn in g  th a t 
b e c am e  u b iq u ito u s  in  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  
w h e n  th e  p an d em ic  o f 2020  h it  th e  U S . 
In  th e  c a se  o f b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , W illiam  
Be n n e tt  (S e c re ta ry  o f Ed u c a tio n  fo r 
R o n a ld  R e ag an ) d e c la re d  th a t b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  w as  a  c om p le te  fa ilu re  an d  
sh o u ld  b e  ab an d o n e d  in  favo r o f En g lish -
o n ly  ap p ro ac h e s  ad o p tin g  a  d ic h o tom o u s  
s tan c e  fo r w h ic h  th e re  w as  n o  em p iric a l 

re se a rc h  su p p o r t  an d  w h ic h  c h a rac te rize d  
a ll e ffo r ts  a t  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  a s  a  
fa ilu re . M o re  re c e n tly, F ran c is  C o llin s, 
th e  D ire c to r o f th e  N a tio n a l In st itu te  fo r 
H e a lth , d ic h o tom ize d  o n lin e  le a rn in g  
a s  a  fa ilu re  an d  c o u p le d  th is  w ith  a  
re c om m en d atio n  th a t sc h o o ls  n e e d e d  to  
o p e n  in  th e  fa ll1 w ith  te ac h e rs  an d  c h ild re n  
in  fa c e -to -fa c e  sc h o o l se tt in g s, a s  th is  
is  th e  o n ly  w ay  fo r c h ild re n , p a r t ic u la rly  
c h ild re n  o f c o lo r, em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l 
le a rn e rs  an d  p o o r c h ild re n , to  le a rn .  

B o th  o f th e  ab o ve  re p re se n t fa lse  
d ic h o tom ie s  th a t a re  re a lly  n o t h e lp fu l in  
so lv in g  th e  g rave  an d  d au n tin g  c h a lle n g e s  
c o n fro n tin g  b ilin g u a l an d  d u a l lan g u ag e  
p ro g ram s (o r an y  p ro g ram s fo r em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs) in  o n lin e  le a rn in g  
s itu a tio n s. Th e y  re p re se n t th e  n ew e st 
d e fic it  p e rc e p tio n s  ab o u t em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs 2 an d  th e ir fam ilie s, o n c e  
ag a in  c h a rac te riz in g  c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s  

K a t h y  E s c a m i l la ,  P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f C o lo rad o –Bo u ld e r

“We  kn ow  th a t d is tan c e  le a rn in g  d o e sn ’t  w o rk . D is tan c e  
le a rn in g  w as  a  w aste  o f t im e  an d  re so u rc e s  e sp e c ia lly  fo r 
th e  m o st vu ln e rab le  o f o u r c h ild re n .” (F ran c is  S . C o llin s, 
D ire c to r N a tio n a l In st itu te  fo r H e a lth  o n  M e e t th e  P re ss, 
Ju ly  19 , 2020)

"A fte r 17  ye a rs  o f fe d e ra l in vo lvem en t an d  $1 .7  b illio n  
o f fe d e ra l fu n d in g , b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  h a s  b e e n  a  to ta l 
fa ilu re . We  h ave  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t th e  c h ild re n  w h om  
w e  so u g h t to  h e lp—th at th e  c h ild re n  w h o  d e se rve  o u r 
h e lp—have  b e n e fite d ." (W illiam  Be n n e tt, U .S . S e c re ta ry  o f 
Ed u c a tio n , 1985)
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m o re  m u lt ifa c e te d  an d  n u an c e d  re se a rc h  
in flu e n c e d  th e  re se a rc h  c om m un ity  
to  p u rsu e  th e  s tu d y  o f b ilin g u a l an d  
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  from  m an y  
p e rsp e c tive s  w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t, in  2020 , 
w e  h ave  a  ro b u st an d  va rie d  re se a rc h  b a se  
th a t su p p o r ts  b ilin g u a l an d  d u a l Lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n . W h ile  th e re  is  s t ill m u c h  to  d o  
an d  le a rn , w e  c an  a rg u e  w ith  c o n v ic t io n  
th a t b ilin g u a l an d  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s 
a re  e ffe c tive  u n d e r th e  rig h t c o n d it io n s, 
in  w e ll-p re p a re d  an d  re so u rc e d  sc h o o ls, 
w ith  th e  ap p ro p ria te  le ad e rsh ip  an d  
o rg an iza tio n , an d  in  sc h o o ls  w ith  a  sh a re d  
g o a l (G án d a ra  & E sc am illa , 2016).

Pe rh ap s, o n lin e  le a rn in g  fo r em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  c o u ld  b e  s im ila rly  
e ffe c tive  if w e  m o ve  b e yo n d  th e  c u rre n t 
d ic h o tom ize d  c h a rac te riza tio n  o f it  a s  
a  to ta l c a ta stro p h e  c om p are d  to  in -
sc h o o l in s tru c tio n . In ste ad  o f sum m arily  
re je c t in g  o n lin e  le a rn in g  a s  an  ab je c t  
fa ilu re , p e rh ap s  w e  sh o u ld  b e  a sk in g  th e  
sam e  q u e stio n s  ab o u t o n lin e  le a rn in g  
fo r o u r em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  th a t 
Jo sh u a  F ishm an  p o se d  ab o u t b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  o ve r a  h a lf-c e n tu ry  ag o . We  
n e e d  to  a sc e r ta in  (an d  q u ic k ly ) th e  va rio u s  
m e th o d s  w e  m ig h t u se  to  m ake  o n lin e  
le a rn in g  m o re  e ffe c tive  fo r em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  in  b ilin g u a l an d  d u a l 
lan g u ag e  se tt in g s, an d  w e  n e e d  to  a sk  
fo r w h om  th is  le a rn in g  is  e ffe c tive , u n d e r 
w h at c o n d it io n s, an d  fo r w h at p u rp o se s. 
We  a lso  n e e d  to  e n su re  th a t o u r fam ilie s, 
te a c h e rs, an d  c om m un it ie s  h ave  th e  
re q u is ite  re so u rc e s  to  im p lem en t o n lin e  
le a rn in g  an d  h ave  in p u t in to  th e  p ro g ram s 
th e ir c h ild re n  a re  re c e iv in g .  

We  h ave  c re a te d  b in a ry  d isc o u rse s  ab o u t 
p h e n om en a  (b o th  b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  
e d u c a tio n  an d  o n lin e  le a rn in g ) th a t 
c an n o t an d  sh o u ld  n o t b e  d ic h o tom ize d . 
W ith  re g a rd  to  o n lin e  le a rn in g  an d  
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs, it  is  im p o r tan t 
to  p o in t o u t th a t w e  d o  n o t ye t h ave  so lid  
re se a rc h  to  su p p o r t  o r re je c t  it . H ow e ve r, 
g o in g  in to  th e  n e x t sc h o o l ye a r, w e  h ave  
an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  se rio u s ly  e xp lo re  h ow  to  
m ake  o n lin e  le a rn in g  v iab le  fo r em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs, an d  w e  n e e d  to  s ta r t  
w ith  w h at w e  le a rn e d  from  Sp rin g  2020 . 
We  c an n o t s im p ly  re je c t  it  a s  a  “w aste  o f 
t im e .” I re sp e c tfu lly  a sk  c rit ic s  o f o n lin e  
le a rn in g  (an d  th e re  a re  m an y)—what w as  
th e  a lte rn a tive  to  th is  fo rm at w h e n  th e  
p an d em ic  h it  an d  sc h o o ls  w e re  c lo se d  in  

M a rc h  2020? To  fo rc e  sc h o o ls  to  s tay  o p e n ? 
To  d o  n o th in g ? Th a t w o u ld  h ave  like ly  m ad e  
th in g s  w o rse .  

I am  a  life lo n g  fan  o f p u b lic  sc h o o ls  an d  
p u b lic  sc h o o l te ac h e rs. I am  a  p ro d u c t o f 
p u b lic  sc h o o ls  an d  u n ive rs it ie s, an d  like  
m an y  o f m y  c o lle ag u e s  an d  frie n d s, I lo n g  
fo r th e  t im e  th a t o u r c h ild re n  c an  re tu rn  to  
th e ir sc h o o ls, b e  w ith  th e ir fr ie n d s, an d  b e  
n u r tu re d , c h a lle n g e d , an d  tau g h t b y  o u r 
ta le n te d , p a ss io n a te  an d  c om m itte d  te ac h e rs. 
H ow e ve r, c o n d it io n s  in  o u r c o u n try  a re  
su c h  th a t it  m ay  b e  m an y  m o n th s  u n til o u r 
c h ild re n  c an  sa fe ly  re tu rn  to  sc h o o l an d  w h at 
w e  d o  in  th e se  in te rve n in g  m o n th s  is  c rit ic a l 
to  e n su rin g  th a t w e  c o n tin u e  to  c o n n e c t 
w ith  o u r s tu d e n ts, o u r fam ilie s, an d  o u r 
c om m un it ie s  in  an y  w ay  w e  c an  to  e n su re  
th a t o u r c h ild re n  a re  sa fe , lo ve d , an d  h ave  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  le a rn .  

We  sh o u ld  n o t b e  so  a rro g an t to  b e lie ve  
th a t c h ild re n  c an  o n ly  le a rn  in  a  b ric k-an d -
m o rta r se tt in g . In  fa c t, th o se  o f u s  w h o  h ave  
sp e n t an y  am o u n t o f t im e  in  b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  kn ow  m an y  h ave  
sp e n t th e ir c a re e rs  c rit ic iz in g  w h at g o e s  o n  
in  th e se  sc h o o ls  re g a rd in g  te ac h in g  an d  
le a rn in g  fo r em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs. A s  
w e  m o ve  fo rw a rd , w e  m ig h t h e e d  th e  w o rd s  
o f Th e  In te rn a tio n a l So c ie ty  o f th e  Le a rn in g  
S c ie n c e s  in  th e ir re c e n tly  re le a se d  s ta tem en t 
ab o u t te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g : “S ta tem en ts 
th a t th e  resum p tio n  o f p h ysica l sc h o o lin g  is  
n ecessa ry  in  o rd er fo r stu d en ts to  lea rn  is  a  
m isc h a ra c te riza tio n  o f w ha t w e  kn ow  a b o u t 
w h en  a n d  h ow  m ean in g fu l lea rn in g  o c c u rs” 
(ISLS , Ju ly  21 , 2020).

To  b e  su re , m o v in g  fo rw a rd  w ill re q u ire  
m o re  su sta in ab le  so lu tio n s  th an  th e  
em e rg e n c y  p ivo t to  rem o te  le a rn in g  th is  
sp rin g  o r th e  p o ss ib ility  o f c o n tin u e d  
p ivo ts  b e tw e e n  o n lin e , fa c e -to -fa c e , o r 
h yb rid  le a rn in g  s itu a tio n s  th a t a re  n o t o n ly  
p o ss ib le  b u t like ly  d u rin g  th e  u p c om in g  
sc h o o l ye a r.

O n l i n e  L e a r n i n g  f o r  D u a l  L a n g u a g e /
B i l i n g u a l  P r o g r a m s :   
 ¡S í ,  s e  p u e d e !

Th e  p an d em ic  ap p e a rs  to  b e  sh a tte rin g  
th e  d re am s an d  h o p e s  o f m illio n s  o f 
te ac h e rs, p a re n ts, an d  c h ild re n  w h o  
h ad  an tic ip a te d  re tu rn in g  to  in -sc h o o l 
le a rn in g  in  th e  fa ll. S c h o o l d is tric ts  a c ro ss  
th e  c o u n try  h ave  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e  
sa fe st  ro u te  to  fo rm a l sc h o o lin g  th is  fa ll 
w ill like ly  in c lu d e  som e  typ e  o f o n lin e  
le a rn in g , a t  le a st  tem p o ra rily. Sad ly, th e  
n a tio n a l n a rra t ive s  an d  p o lit ic a l an im o s ity  
c re a te d  a ro u n d  th e  p e rc e ive d  su p e rio rity  
o f in -sc h o o l le a rn in g  v s. th e  ab je c t  fa ilu re  
o f o n lin e  le a rn in g  th a t rag e d  d u rin g  
M ay, Ju n e , an d  Ju ly  h ave  like ly  s low ed  
th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f im p ro ve d  o n lin e  
in stru c tio n  th a t is  so re ly  n e e d e d  a s  
s tu d e n ts  a c ro ss  th e  U S  re tu rn  to  sc h o o l. 

A s  w e  h ave  b e e n  in u n d ate d  in  th e  p a st  
few  w e e ks  w ith  d isc u ss io n s, d e b a te s, 
d ia lo g u e s, an d  d ia trib e s  ab o u t w h e th e r o r 
n o t to  se n d  s tu d e n ts  to  sc h o o l, ke e p  th em  
h om e  o r d o  som e  o f b o th , I fo u n d  o n e  
a r t ic le  w ritte n  b y  a  te ac h e r an d  p u b lish e d  
in  U SA  To d a y  p a r t ic u la rly  p e r t in e n t to  
p e rh ap s  q u e stio n in g  th e  fa lse  b in a ry  
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o f th e  b e n e fits  o f in -sc h o o l v s. o n lin e  
in stru c tio n  (Ward  2020). Am o n g  o th e r 
th in g s, th e  au th o r s ta te s  th e  fo llow in g :

• W h at w ill h ap p e n  in  th e  fa ll is  n o t a  
c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  n o rm a l an d  v ir tu a l 
le a rn in g . If c h ild re n  re tu rn  to  sc h o o l, 
th e re  w ill b e  n o  g ro u p  w o rk , n o  
p a r tn e r w o rk , an d  n o  s in g in g . In -sc h o o l 
le a rn in g  w ill b e  th e  te ac h e r a t  th e  fro n t 
o f th e  ro om , s tu d e n ts  w ith  d e sks  fa c in g  
fo rw a rd , an d  w o rksh e e ts. Th is  is  n o t 
n o rm a l a t  a ll. Th e  b e fo re -p an d em ic   
in -sc h o o l c la ss ro om s w ill n o t b e  
ava ilab le  to  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  fa ll.

• We  sh o u ld  n o t a ssum e  th a t th e  
g re a te st  r isk  to  c h ild re n ’s  m en ta l 
h e a lth  an d  w e ll-b e in g  is  s tay in g  a t  
h om e , e sp e c ia lly  fo r c h ild re n  o f c o lo r, 
p o o r c h ild re n , an d  em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l 
c h ild re n . In  fa c t, w h e n  a ske d , su rve ys  
o f p a re n ts  o f c h ild re n  o f c o lo r an d  
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  h ave  
in d ic a te d  th a t d isp ro p o r t io n a te  
n um b e rs  o f fam ilie s  o f c o lo r an d  
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  a re  o p tin g  
fo r v ir tu a l le a rn in g .

• Em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  an d  low -
in c om e  fam ilie s  h ave  a lre ad y  b e e n  
h a rd  h it  b y  th e  p an d em ic . Pa re n ts  
a re  fro n t-lin e  an d  e sse n tia l w o rke rs, 
m u lt ip le  g e n e ra tio n s  live  in  o n e  h om e , 
an d  th e se  fa c to rs  a lo n e  in c re a se  th e  
risk  o f e xp o su re  to  C o v id 19 . Fu r th e r 
r isk in g  th e ir c h ild re n ’s  h e a lth  b y  
se n d in g  th em  to  sc h o o l w ill like ly  n o t 
m ake  th in g s  b e tte r fo r c h ild re n , n o r w ill 
it  m ake  fam ilie s  fe e l sa fe r. 

A ll o f th e  ab o ve  m ake s  a  c a se  fo c u s in g  
o n  h ow  to  im p ro ve  an d  d e e p e n  v ir tu a l 
le a rn in g  a s  w e  em b a rk  o n  a  n ew  sc h o o l 
ye a r. A s  w e  p lan  an d  p re p a re , w e  m u st p ay  
sp e c ia l a tte n tio n  to  th e  c h a lle n g e s  an d  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  th a t v ir tu a l le a rn in g  p re se n ts  
fo r em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  an d  th e ir 
fam ilie s. A s  w e  s trive  to  g e t m o re  p ro fic ie n t 
a t  o n lin e  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g , w e  m u st 
c a re fu lly  d o c um en t o u r p ro g re ss, e n g ag e  
in  re se a rc h , c re a te  le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
th a t a re  d e s ig n e d  e sp e c ia lly  fo r b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  le a rn e rs, an d  re je c t  th e  
p re ssu re  to  m atc h  o n lin e  le a rn in g  fo r 
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  to  th a t o f 
m o n o lin g u a l le a rn e rs. W h at fo llow s  a re  
th re e  re c om m en d atio n s  fo r sc h o o ls  an d  
te ac h e rs  a s  th e y  p re p a re  to  e d u c a te  
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  d u rin g  th is  
t im e  o f n a tio n a l c ris is .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  # 1 :   S t a r t  S lo w , 
T a k e  S t o c k ,  a n d  C e l e b r a t e

It  is  sa fe  to  say  th e  m an y  o f u s  w h o  w o rk  
c lo se ly  w ith  em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  
an d  th e ir fam ilie s  a re  fam ilia r w ith  th e  
te rm  th e  d ig ita l d iv id e  (W in s low , 2019). 
H ow e ve r, w h e n  th e  p an d em ic  fo rc e d  
u s  to  c o n ve r t  o u r c la ss ro om s to  o n lin e  
le a rn in g , w e  w e re  sh o c ke d  to  fin d  o u t 
h ow  d e e p  th e  d iv id e  re a lly  w as. Th e  rap id  
c o n ve rs io n  to  o n lin e  le a rn in g  w as  d iffi c u lt  
fo r a ll sc h o o ls  an d  te ac h e rs ; h ow e ve r, it  
w as  p a r t ic u la rly  d iffi c u lt  fo r o u r te ac h e rs  
o f em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  an d  p o o r 
c h ild re n  w h o  w e re  fa c e d  w ith  te ac h in g  
s tu d e n ts  w h o  h ad  n o  c om p u te rs  a t  h om e  
an d  n o  a c c e ss  to  th e  in te rn e t. H ow e ve r, 
tru e  to  fo rm , o u r b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  
te ac h e rs  n o  se  d ie ro n  p o r ven c id o s  (th e y  
d id  n o t adm it d e fe a t). Th e y  w e n t to  
w o rk  d e live rin g  c h rom e  b o o ks, iPad s, 
an d  c om p u te rs  to  h om e s. Th e y  e n g ag e d  
o u r a llie s  in  th e  re se a rc h  an d  p u b lish in g  
c om m un it ie s  to  h e lp  th em  g e t b ilin g u a l 
le a rn in g  ap p s, d e live r e -b o o ks, e -le a rn in g  
m ate ria ls, fo o d , ad v ic e , an d  h o p e  to  
h u n d re d s  o f th o u san d s  o f fam ilie s, an d  
th e y  d id  it  in  a  m atte r o f d ays  an d  w e e ks !  

W h e n  sc h o o l s ta r ts  th is  ye a r, I re c om m en d  
th a t w e  s ta r t  s low  an d  take  s to c k . R a th e r 
th an  w a llow in g  in  th e  d ig ita l d iv id e ’s  
rh e to ric  th a t is  d e fic it  in  o rie n ta tio n  an d  
a  fa lse  b in a ry, I su g g e st w e  s ta r t  th e  ye a r 
b y  a sse ss in g  w h at w e  a c c om p lish e d  
b e tw e e n  M arc h  an d  M ay. H ow  m an y  
m o re  fam ilie s  h ave  c om p u te rs? H ow  
m an y  fam ilie s  an d  c h ild re n  h ave  le a rn e d  

som e  b as ic  c om p u te r sk ills  an d  h ave  
e n g ag e d  w ith  u s  a t  le a st  som e  o f th e  t im e  
o n lin e ? H ow  m an y  fam ilie s  g o t fo o d  an d  
ad v ic e  from  te ac h e rs  o n lin e  w h o  w e re  
b ilin g u a l an d  c ro ss-c u ltu ra lly  c om p e te n t? 
B e fo re  w e  b e g in  w rin g in g  o u r h an d s  
ab o u t h ow  fa r w e  h ave  to  g o , le t ’s  ta ke  
s to c k  o f w h at w as  a c c om p lish e d , an d  le t ’s  
u se  th a t a s  a  s ta r t in g  p la c e  fo r p lan n in g  
fo r th e  ye a r ah e ad . Le t ’s  p lan  an d  w o rk  
tow ard  100% p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  o u r v ir tu a l 
le a rn in g  c la ss ro om s an d  g ive  o u rse lve s  
c re d it  fo r w h at w e  a c c om p lish e d . D o n ’t  
m ake  a ssum p tio n s  ab o u t w h at w as  o r 
w as  n o t le a rn e d  la s t  sp rin g . We  d o n ’t  ye t  
h ave  re se a rc h  in  th is  a re a , an d  w e  sh o u ld  
avo id  c re a tin g  n ew  fa lse  b in a rie s.  Th e re  
a re  th o u san d s  o f c om p u te rs  in  h om e s  th a t 
p re v io u s ly  h ad  n o n e , th e re  a re  th o u san d s  
o f fam ilie s  an d  s tu d e n ts  le a rn in g  to g e th e r 
to  n av ig a te  te c h n o lo g y, an d  th e re  a re  
th o u san d s  o f p a re n ts  w h o  h ave  a  re n ew ed  
re sp e c t fo r th e  w o rk  o f te ac h e rs  an d  
sc h o o ls. Le t ’s  s ta r t  b y  c e le b ra tin g  w h at d id  
h ap p e n  an d  u se  th a t kn ow le d g e  to  m o ve  
fo rw a rd . M o st im p o r tan tly, le t ’s  c o n tin u e  
th e  w o rk  o f m ak in g  su re  a ll o f o u r fam ilie s  
h ave  th e  to o ls  to  d o  d is tan c e  le a rn in g .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  # 2 :   H o n o r  a n d  
C o m p ly  w i t h  S t u d e n t  L a n g u a g e  
R i g h t s  

In  M ay  2020 , th e  O ffi c e  fo r En g lish  
Lan g u ag e  A c q u is it io n  (O ELA ) re ite ra te d  
th a t sc h o o ls  m u st c o n tin u e  to  se rve  
em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  (i.e ., 
En g lish  Le a rn e rs) d u rin g  th e  p an d em ic  
(U S  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n , 2020). 
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Sp e c ific a lly, th e  d e p a r tm en t sa id  th a t 
sc h o o ls  th a t h ave  sw itc h e d  to  rem o te  
le a rn in g  c an n o t g ive  u p  o n  lan g u ag e  
se rv ic e s  fo r s tu d e n ts  le a rn in g  En g lish . Th is  
m e an s  th a t s tu d e n ts  re c e iv in g  b ilin g u a l o r 
d u a l lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  
to  b e  in  th e se  p ro g ram s. 

Th is  p a r t ic u la r re c om m en d atio n  is  
im p o r tan t b e c au se  o f its  le g a l m an d ate . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly, w h e n  t im e s  g e t c h a lle n g in g  
in  th e  U S , th e  te n d e n c y  h a s  b e e n  fo r 
sc h o o l d is tric ts  to  d e fau lt  o n  b ilin g u a l/d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. Th e  fa lse  b in a ry  h e re  is  
th a t b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  is  
a  “lu xu ry,” w h e re  En g lish -o n ly  in stru c tio n  is  
im p e ra tive . D u rin g  th e  p an d em ic , som e  o f 
o u r d is tric ts  h ave  c le a rly  p la c e d  th e  p rio rity  
o n  d e ve lo p in g  o n lin e  le sso n s  in  En g lish  
an d  h ave  le ft  th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f o n lin e  
le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  Sp an ish , an d  e ve n  
E LD  le sso n s, to  in d iv id u a l te ac h e rs  an d  
sc h o o ls, if th e y  h ave  d o n e  it  a t  a ll. A g a in , 
o u r b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs  h ave  
d o n e  d o u b le  th e  w o rk  (a s  th e y  o fte n  d o ) 
to  e n su re  th a t s tu d e n ts  c o n tin u e  to  h ave  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  le a rn  in  d u a l lan g u ag e /
b ilin g u a l se tt in g s. 

I am  h o p e fu l th a t o u r p ro g ram s, te ac h e rs, 
an d  fie ld  c an  re s is t  th e  in e v itab le  p re ssu re  
th a t w e  w ill g e t th a t m istake n ly  p u rp o r ts  
th a t w ith  lim ite d  t im e  an d  re so u rc e s, th e y  
n e e d  to  p u t m o re  em p h as is  o n  En g lish . 
Th e  d e fic it  p e rc e p tio n  o f em e rg in g  
b ilin g u a l c h ild re n  w ill like ly  b e  re su rre c te d  
in  th e  fo rm  o f a  n a rra tive  th a t th e se  
c h ild re n , a s  a  re su lt  o f th e  p an d em ic  an d  
lim ite d  re so u rc e s, a re  ve ry  “fa r b e h in d ” 
a c ad em ic a lly, h ave  like ly  lo s t  En g lish , an d  
th e re fo re  o u r p ro g ram s m u st em p h as ize  
En g lish  if w e  a re  to  c a tc h  th em  u p . P le a se  
n o te  th a t a t  th is  p o in t, a ll o f th is  rh e to ric  
is  c o n je c tu re , s in c e  w e  d o  n o t ye t h ave  
re se a rc h  to  su p p o r t  th is  c la im . H ow e ve r, if 
h is to ry  se rve s, w e  kn ow  th a t w e ll-in te n d e d  
p e o p le  w ill like ly  lo b b y  to  d ism an tle  o r 
re d u c e  b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram  
ava ilab ility  in  o n lin e  le a rn in g  in  o rd e r to  
fo c u s  o n  En g lish  lan g u ag e  an d  c o n te n t 
a c q u is it io n . Th is  w ill b e  e sp e c ia lly  tru e  
if h ig h  s take s  te s t in g  is  re in st itu te d  n e x t 
sp rin g . It  is  im p o r tan t to  re ite ra te  th a t 
m o re  En g lish  te ac h in g  d o e s  n o t e q u a l 
m o re  En g lish  le a rn in g  an d  th a t b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s a re  e ffe c tive  in  
te ac h in g  En g lish  (L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2005 ; 
S te e le , S la te r, Z am arro , M ille r, L i, Bu rkh au se r 
& Bac o n , 2017).

We  m u st re s is t  th is  p re ssu re , an d  te ac h e rs  
an d  o th e rs  sh o u ld  kn ow  th a t w e  h ave  
b o th  th e  p ow e r o f a  le g a l m an d ate  an d  th e  
re se a rc h  o n  th e  e ffe c tive n e ss  o f b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  o n  o u r s id e  a s  w e  
m o ve  fo rw a rd .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  # 3  – L e t  t h e  T h r e e  
P i l l a r s  B e  Yo u r  G u i d e

D u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a to rs  h ave  e stab lish e d  
th re e  m a jo r p illa rs  fo r th e ir p ro g ram s. 
Th e se  in c lu d e  1 ) Th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f 
b ilin g u a lism /b ilite ra c y ; 2 ) G rad e  le ve l 
a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t in  tw o  lan g u ag e s ; 
an d  3 ) Eq u ity  an d  an ti-b ia s  e d u c a tio n  
(H ow ard ,  L in d h o lm -Le a ry, R o g e rs, O lag u e , 
M e d in a , Ke n n e d y, Su g a rm an , & C h ris ta in , 
2018  ). Th e se  p illa rs  a re  im p o r tan t an d  
c rit ic a l to  th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f e ffe c tive  
o n lin e  in stru c tio n  fo r em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l 
le a rn e rs. If w e  a re  g o in g  to  d o  b ilin g u a l/
d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  o n lin e , o u r 
p ro g ram s m u st b e  g u id e d  b y  b ilin g u a l, 
b ilite ra te , an d  c u ltu ra lly  re le van t p e d ag o g y. 
A s  c h a lle n g in g  a s  it  m ay  b e , w e  m u st s trive  
to  m a in ta in  th e  in te g rity  o f o u r p ro g ram  
im p lem en ta tio n  an d  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  
p lan s  an d  to  p ro g ram  c o n s is te n c y  a c ro ss  
g rad e  le ve ls.  

If th e  ab o ve  is  n o t c h a lle n g in g  e n o u g h , w e  
m u st p la c e  e x tra  em p h as is  o n  th e  g o a l o f 
e q u ity  an d  an ti-b ia s  e d u c a tio n . Th e  e ve n ts  
o f Sum m e r 2020  h ave  re n ew ed  th e  c a ll 
fo r te ac h in g , an d  o n lin e  te ac h in g  p ro v id e s  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r u s  n o t o n ly  to  c o n tin u e  to  
im p ro ve  o u r b ilin g u a l/d u a l lan g u ag e  e ffo r ts  
b u t a lso  to  ad d re ss  th e  issu e s  o f c u ltu ra lly  
re le van t an d  an ti-ra c is t  te ac h in g  th a t h ave  
b e e n  a  to p ic  o f in te re st  in  m an y  p ro g ram s, 
b u t n o t a  p rio rity. N ow  is  th e  t im e ! 

B e low  is  a  p a r t ia l lis t  o f m u lt ilin g u a l/
m u lt ic u ltu ra l p u b lish in g  c om p an ie s  
w ith  re so u rc e s  an d  b o o ks  fo r an ti-ra c is t  
an d  c u ltu ra lly  re le van t te ac h in g . A  fo c u s  
o n  an ti-ra c is t  te ac h in g  an d  b ilite ra c y  
d e ve lo pm en t is  c om p lem en ta ry  in  o u r 
p ro g ram s an d  w ill p ro v id e  m o tiva tio n  an d  
e n g ag em en t fo r s tu d e n ts.

M u l t i l i n g u a l /M u l t i c u l t u r a l  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n i e s

www.am e ric an re ad in g a th om e .c om

www.le e an d low .c om

www.a r te p u b lic o p re ss.c om

www.c in c o p u n to s.c om

www.a lm aflo rad a .c om

www.e th ic o o lb o o ks.c om

www.flo ric an to p re ss.c om

www.lib ro ssc hm ib ro s.o rg

www.se ite b o o ks.c om

www.la -lib re ria .n e t

M o v in g  F o r w a r d

Th e  m a jo rity  o f la rg e  sc h o o l d is tric ts  
p lan n e d  to  o p e n  th e  2020-2021  sc h o o l 
ye a r rem o te ly, a t  le a st, fo r th e  firs t  n in e  
w e e ks  (Sh ap iro , M cD o n n a ll N ie to  d e l R io , 
H u b le r, 2020). Th e  o th e rs  p lan n e d  to ta lly  
o n lin e  an d  h yb rid  o p tio n s. Th e  m a jo rity  
o f em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  in  th e  U S  
a re  in  la rg e  u rb an  sc h o o l d is tric ts, m ak in g  
it  e ve n  m o re  im p e ra tive  fo r u s  to  d o  

http://www.americanreadingathome.com
http://www.leeandlow.com
http://www.artepublicopress.com
http://www.cincopuntos.com
http://www.almaflorada.com
http://www.ethicoolbooks.com
http://www.floricantopress.com
https://www.librosschmibros.org/
http://www.seitebooks.com
http://www.la-libreria.net
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e ffe c tive  o n lin e  in stru c tio n . Th e re  
is  n o  d o u b t th a t o n lin e  le a rn in g , 
w h ile  n o t w h at w e  h ad  h o p e d  to  
o ffe r, w ill re su lt  in  th e  te ac h in g  an d  
le a rn in g  o f sk ills  an d  te c h n o lo g y  th a t 
a ll s tu d e n ts  n e e d  a s  th e y  p re p a re  
fo r a  w o rld  w h e re  te c h n o lo g y  is  
n e c e ssa ry  to  p re p a re  fo r c a re e rs  an d  
su c c e ss fu lly  n av ig a te  d a ily  life . We  
m u st in ve st  o u r t im e  an d  e n e rg y  in  
d o in g  th is  w e ll an d  c o u p le  it  w ith  a  
re n ew ed  c om m itm en t to  im p lem en t 
w ith  fid e lity  o u r b ilin g u a l/d u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s to  d e ve lo p  
b ilin g u a lism /b ilite ra c y, a s  w e ll a s  
an ti-ra c is t  te ac h in g  m e th o d s. Th e  
t im e s  d em an d  n o  le ss. A s  w e  m o ve  
fo rw a rd , le t ’s  m o ve  b e yo n d  fa lse  
b in a rie s  o f w h e th e r som e th in g  
“w o rks” o r n o t an d  in ste ad , o n c e  
ag a in  rise  to  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f se rv in g  
o u r c h ild re n  an d  fam ilie s, a s  w e  
a lw ays  h ave ! A s  A n to n io  M ac h ad o  
sa id , “C am in an te , n o  h ay  c am in o , se  
h ac e  c am in o  a l an d a r. Trave le r, th e re  
is  n o  p a th . Th e  w ay  is  m ad e  a s  w e  g o .”

N o te s

1Ed ito r's  N o te : Th is  a r t ic le  w as  w ritte n  d u rin g  th e  m o n th s  fo llow in g  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  p an d em ic  in  2020 ; th e re fo re , th e  
re ad e r sh o u ld  ke e p  th is  m in d  w h e n  e n c o u n te rin g  re fe re n c e s  to  t im e .
2Th e  te rm , em e rg in g  b ilin g u a l le a rn e rs, is  u se d  in  th is  a r t ic le  to  d e sc rib e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  sp e ak  a  h om e  lan g u ag e  o th e r th an  
En g lish , a re  in  U S  sc h o o ls, an d  a re  in  th e  d yn am ic  p ro c e ss  o f d e ve lo p in g  b ilin g u a lism  an d  b ilite ra c y. Th is  te rm  is  u se d  in  lie u  
o f th e  m o re  c om m o n  an d  m o re  d e fic it-o rie n te d  te rm , En g lish  Le a rn e r. (E sc am illa , H o p ew e ll, Bu tv ilo fsky, Sp a rrow , So lte ro -
G ó n za le z , Ru iz-F ig u e ro a  & E sc am illa , 2014). 

R e fe re n c e s

E sc am illa , K ., H o p ew e ll, S ., Bu tv ilo fsky, S ., Sp a rrow , W., So lte ro -G ó n za le z , L ., Ru iz-F ig u e ro a , O ., & E sc am illa , M . (2014). Bilite ra c y 
from  th e  sta rt: L ite ra c y sq ua red  in  a c tio n . Ph ilad e lp h ia : C a s lo n .

F ishm an , J. (1972). Th e  so c io lo g y o f la n g ua g e. R ow le y, M A : N ew b u ry  H o u se .
F ishm an , J. (1997). In  p ra ise  o f th e  b e lo ved  la n g ua g e : Th e  co n ten t o f p o sitive  e th n o lin g u istic  co n sc io u sn ess. Be rlin : M o u to n  d e  

G ru y te r.  
G án d a ra , P. & E sc am illa , K . B ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  in  th e  U S . In  O . G a rc ia  & A . L in  (Ed s.). En c yc lo p ed ia  o f la n g ua g e  a n d  ed u ca tio n  

(Vo l. 5 ). N ew  Yo rk : Sp rin g e r.
H ow ard , E . R ., L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . J ., R o g e rs, D ., O lag u e , N ., M e d in a , J., K e n n e d y, B ., Su g a rm an , J., & C h ris t ian , D . (2018). G u id in g  

p rin c ip le s fo r d ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n  (Th ird  e d .). Wash in g to n , D C : C e n te r fo r A p p lie d  L in g u is t ic s. 
In te rn a tio n a l So c ie ty  o f th e  Le a rn in g  S c ie n c e s  (2020). S ta tem en t o n  th e  im p ac t o f th e  C o v id 19  p an d em ic  o n  fo rm a l sc h o o lin g .
L in h o lm -Le a ry, K . (2005). R ev iew  o f re sea rc h  a n d  b est p ra c tic es o f d ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n  p ro g ram s. Wash in g to n , D C : C e n te r fo r 

A p p lie d  L in g u is t ic s.
R ic h b u rg , K . (1985). B e n n e tt: B ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n : A  to ta l fa ilu re .  Wash in g to n  Po st , S e p t. 26 . 
R o ss, D . (2019). W hy  w e  c an ’t  affo rd  to  w h itew ash  so c ia l-em o tio n a l le a rn in g . ASC D  Ed u ca tio n  U p da te , 61 (4 ).
Sh ap iro , E ., M cD o n n e ll N ie to  d e l R io , G . & H u b le r, S .  (2020). A  sc h o o l re o p e n s  an d  th e  c o ro n av iru s  c re e p s  in . N ew  Yo rk :  N ew  

Yo rk  T im es  (2020 , A u g u st 1 ).
S te e le , J ., S la te r, R ., Z am arro , G . M ille r, T., L i, J .,  Bu rkh au se r, S . & Bac o n , M . (2017).  D u a l-lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s ra ise  

s tu d e n t a c h ie vem en t in  En g lish . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .3102/0002831216634463 . 
U n ite d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n . (2020 , M ay  18 ). P ro v id in g  se rv ic e s  to  En g lish  le a rn e rs  d u rin g  th e  C o v id 19  o u tb re ak  

[Fac t  sh e e t]. Wash in g to n , D C : U n ite d  S ta te s  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n  D e p a r tm en t o f E lem en ta ry  an d  Se c o n d a ry  
Ed u c a tio n .

Ward , A . (2020). 9  w ays  Am e ric a  is  h av in g  th e  w ro n g  c o n ve rsa tio n  ab o u t ‘re o p e n in g ’ sc h o o ls”. U S A  To d a y , Ju ly  28 .
W in s low , J. (2019). Am e ric a’s  d ig ita l d iv id e . T ru s t  M a g a z in e , 21 (3 ).

Comprensión de los Principios Rectores del Centro de Lingüística Aplicada (CAL) para el marco de Educación del Lenguaje Dual. 

Compromiso continuo con la implementación de los tres pilares del programa de LD: bilingüismo y alfabetización, rigoroso 
rendimiento académico en ambos idiomas, y competencia sociocultural a través de prácticas de enseñanza culturalmente relevantes.

Comprensión completa de las mejores prácticas actuales basadas en la investigación en la enseñanza de los estudiantes 
bilingües emergentes, y la capacidad de abogar y ayudar a sus colegas en la comprensión e implementación de estas prácticas. 

Los candidatos secundarios deben poseer fluidez académica para enseñar una o más áreas de contenido en español: 
artes del lenguaje, ciencias, estudios sociales, matemáticas u otros. 

El Distrito Escolar de Kent, al sur de Seattle, WA, está buscando personal de habla 
hispana altamente capacitada para brindar una instrucción equitativa y excelente 
para los estudiantes bilingües emergentes en nuestra comunidad diversa que 
representa más de 138 idiomas y culturas. 

Algunas de las calificaciones que estamos buscando incluyen:

Para obtener más información, visite nuestras ofertas de trabajo 
tituladas DL Teacher Pool en www.kent.k12.wa.us/Careers, 

o comuníquese con la Especialista de Instrucción del Programa de Lenguaje Dual 
Lizeth Godsey en lizeth.godsey@kent.k12.wa.us

Únase a nuestro equipo de Lenguaje Dual 

https://doi.org/10.3102/0002831216634463
https://www.kent.k12.wa.us/careers
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I Feel Colors…

C A BE  is  p ro u d  to  p re v iew  th e  fo llow in g  e xc e rp ts  from  th e  so o n -to -b e -p u b lish e d  b o o k , “ I  f e e l  c o lo r s…” , fe a tu rin g  
th e  a r t  o f San d ra  S ilb e rzw e ig , w ith  a c c om p an y in g  ly ric a l ve rse s  b y  B á rb a ra  F lo re s. San d ra  e xp la in s, “Th e se  im ag e s  
re p re se n t m o n o lith ic  sp iritu a l g u a rd ian s  th a t I im ag in e  m o n ito r th e  p u lse  o f th e  p lan e t. L is te n in g  w ith  th e ir e ye s  
an d  w atc h in g  w ith  th e ir h e a r ts, th e y  c om m un ic a te  c o lo rs  th ro u g h  sym b o ls  an d  em o tio n s  th a t I in te rp re t  an d  p a in t.”

P e a c o c k  L o v e b i r d s  G o d d e s s

Lo ve, Bea u ty, Ra rity

Jo yo u s  c o lo rs  an d  fe a th e rs  fo rm  a  
n e stin g  c row n  to  c e le b ra te  th e  u n io n  o f 

e x tin c t  b ird s.

"Lo o k in g  in to  yo u r eyes fee ls  like  th e  sky ’s  
c lea r b lu en ess w ith o u t sa yin g  a  w o rd  a n d  

sen sin g  yo u r lo v in g  th o ugh ts a n d   
fee lin g s a ll a t o n ce.

V o l c a n o  F i r e  G o d d e s s

Power, Pa ssio n , In tu itio n

Th e  e ye s  re fle c t an d  kn ow  ab o u t th e  
vo la tility  o f th e  c o lo r re d . F lam e s  o f re d  

c an  e ru p t e ith e r w ay.

"Fee lin g  red  u sed  to  b e  a n g er a n d  n ow  it 
sp a rks a liven ess to  live  in  th e  p resen t, in  

th e  m om en t."

T a la v e r a  V i r g i n  o f  G u a d a lu p e  M i r a c l e s

H o p e, Pra yer, O p tim ism

Be lie v in g  to d ay  th a t tom o rrow   
w ill b e  th e  d ay  o u r in vo c a tio n  w ill  

b e  an sw e re d .

"M eetin g  yo u  fo r th e  first t im e, I fe lt  a  b o lt 
o f w h ite  lig h tn in g  strike  m y h ea rt, so u l, 

a n d  b e in g  w ith  lo ve, h o p e, a n d  p o ssib ility.""

Th ro u g h o u t h e r e x te n s ive  c a re e r, a r t is t  San d ra  S ilb e rzw e ig  h a s  
d e live re d  a  va st  an d  d ive rse  c o lle c t io n  o f o rig in a l w o rks  fo r p a tro n s  
a c ro ss  th e  g lo b e . To d ay  g row in g  n um b e rs  o f e d u c a to rs  h ave  
ad o p te d  th e  c o n c e p ts  an d  m e th o d o lo g y  o f San d ra  S ilb e rzw e ig  
a s  an  in te g ra l p a r t  o f th e ir a r t  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ram m in g . M o re  
re c e n tly, San d ra’s  a r tw o rk  h a s  se rve d  a s  th e  b ac kd ro p  fo r a  b ro ad  
an d  in c lu s ive  a rray  o f so c ia l c au se s  an d  c u ltu ra l e ve n ts  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  c o u n try  an d  th e  w o rld . W ith  e vo lv in g  re c o g n it io n , San d ra  
S ilb e rzw e ig  c o n tin u e s  to  g ive  vo ic e  to  th e  lan g u ag e  o f a r t  an d  
p o e try  th ro u g h  a c tive  o ffe rin g s  o f c re a tiv ity, e d u c a tio n , an d  
in sp ira t io n . San d ra’s  w o rk  w as  fe a tu re d  a t  C A BE  2019  in  Lo n g  
Be ac h  w h e n  sh e  w as  h o n o re d  a s  th e  2019  C A BE  A r t is t  o f th e  Ye a r. 
Yo u  c an  v is it  h e r w e b s ite  a t  san d ra s ilb e rzw e ig .c om .

S a n d r a  S i lb e r z w e ig
C A BE  2019  A r t is t  o f th e  Ye a r 

B á r b a r a  F lo r e s ,  P h .D .
Pro fe sso r Em e rita  
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity-San  Be rn a rd in o

D r. B á rb a ra  F lo re s  h a s  b e e n  a  La tin a  S c h o la r A c tiv is t  s in c e  1970  
w h e n  sh e  b e g an  h e r te ac h in g  c a re e r in  M ad e ra , C a lifo rn ia . Sh e  
re t ire d  a s  a  u n ive rs ity  p ro fe sso r in  S e p tem b e r 2019 , e n d in g  a  ve ry  
su c c e ss fu l 39-ye a r c a re e r a s  a  L ite ra c y/B ilite ra c y  p ro fe sso r. B e s id e s  
b e in g  a  sc h o la r, p ro fe sso r, re se a rc h e r, an d  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo p e r, 
sh e  is  a lso  a  c h ild re n 's  au th o r, c re a to r, an d  c o -au th o r o f Piñ a ta  a n d  
M á s P iñ a ta  (200  t it le s  in  Sp an ish  an d  200  in  En g lish ) b y  Le e  an d  
Low  Bo o ks, a  N ew  Yo rk  p u b lish e r. Sh e  is  n ow  d e d ic a tin g  t im e  to  
h e r o th e r c re a tive  s id e s  an d  w as  in sp ire d  b y  San d ra 's  b e au tifu l 
im ag e s  o f s tro n g  w om en  to  c om p o se  th e se  p o e tic  ly ric s. B á rb a ra  
h a s  se rve d  C A BE  fo r m an y  ye a rs  in  d iffe re n t c ap ac it ie s  an d  is  
c u rre n tly  th e  P re s id e n t-E le c t  o f th e  C A BE  Bo a rd  o f D ire c to rs.

https://www.sandrasilberzweig.com/
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C R E A T E :  C A B E ’s  H o l i s t i c  F r a m e w o r k  f o r  S t u d e n t  
S u c c e s s  i n  D i s t a n c e ,  H y b r i d ,  a n d  F a c e -t o -F a c e  

M o n o l i n g u a l  a n d  M u l t i l i n g u a l  S e t t i n g s  

In  th e  p re -p an d em ic  e ra , sum m e r w as  a  t im e  fo r te ac h e rs  to  c e le b ra te  b o th  
th e  e n d  o f th e  sc h o o l c yc le  an d  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f th e  n e x t o n e . Typ ic a lly, 
e d u c a to rs  sp e n d  th e ir sum m e rs  re fle c tin g  
o n  th e  le sso n s  le a rn e d  from  p re v io u s  
ye a rs, som e  re v iew in g  an d  re v is in g  
d is tric t-ap p ro ve d  c u rric u lum  an d  o th e rs  
re v iew in g  an d  re v is in g  th e ir ow n . Fo r th e  
m o st p a r t, te a c h e rs  kn ow  w h at to  te ac h  
an d  h ow  to  te ac h  it , an d  th e y  in ve st  a  
lo t  o f p e rso n a l t im e  in  p lan n in g  an d  
p re p a rin g  to  d e live r in s tru c tio n . 

La st  A p ril, th e  ab ru p t p ivo t to  d is tan c e  
le a rn in g  d u e  to  C O VID -19  d is ru p te d  
te ac h e rs’ p lan s, c om fo r t  le ve ls, an d  
m o st im p o r tan tly, th e ir se n se  o f se lf-
effi c ac y. Te ac h e rs  fo u n d  th em se lve s  in  
th e  m id d le  o f a  p an d em ic  w ith  n o  c le a r 

p lan  o r fram ew o rk  fo r w h at in stru c tio n  
sh o u ld  lo o k  like  o r w h ic h  in stru c tio n a l 
p ra c tic e s  to  p rio rit ize . A s  te ac h e rs  e n te re d  
sum m e r w ith  m u c h  u n c e r ta in ty  an d  w ith  
c irc um stan c e s  c h an g in g  b y  th e  h o u r, 
th e y  d id  w h at e d u c a to rs  d o  b e st—th e y  
em b a rke d  o n  a  q u e st to  re d e s ig n  th e ir 
c u rric u lum  an d  in stru c tio n . A n d  C A BE  w as  
th e re  to  su p p o r t  th em  in  m e e tin g  th a t 
c h a lle n g e !

S in c e  1975 , C A BE ’s  v is io n  o f Bilite ra c y, 
M u ltic u ltu ra l C om p eten c y, a n d  Ed u ca tio n a l 
Eq u ity  fo r A ll h a s  g u id e d  its  e ffo r ts  to  
fo re se e  an d  re sp o n d  to  th e  e ve r-c h an g in g  
n e e d s  o f e d u c a to rs, p a re n ts, an d  s tu d e n ts  
in  w h at is , fre q u e n tly, a  tum u ltu o u s  
e d u c a tio n a l lan d sc ap e . H ow e ve r, n o  o n e  
c o u ld  h ave  p re d ic te d  th e  u n p re c e d e n te d  
c h a lle n g e s  th a t e d u c a to rs, sc h o o ls, an d  

fam ilie s  w o u ld  fa c e  in  2020  an d  a re  s t ill 
fa c in g  to d ay. W h en  th e  q u a ran tin e  fo rc e d  
sc h o o ls  to  tran s it io n  to  rem o te  le a rn in g , 
C A BE  re a lize d  th a t te ac h e rs  w o u ld  n e e d  
im m ed ia te  su p p o r t  to  e n su re  e q u itab le  
a c c e ss  fo r a ll s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s.

In  its  q u e st to  re d e fin e  p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  d u rin g  C O VID -19 , C A BE ’s  
P ro fe ss io n a l Le a rn in g  Te am  re fle c te d  o n  
th e  in stru c tio n a l p rio rit ie s  th a t w o u ld  
b e st  m e e t th e  so c io -em o tio n a l, lin g u is t ic , 
an d  a c ad em ic  n e e d s  o f a ll s tu d e n ts. Th is  
re fle c tio n  le d  to  th e  id e n tific a tio n  o f s ix  
e sse n tia l e lem en ts—wh ic h  w e  d e sc rib e  
a s  m in d se ts—that m ake  u p  C A BE ’s  n ew  
C R E AT E  I n s t r u c t io n a l  F r a m e w o r k . 
C REATE  is  a  h o lis t ic  fram ew o rk  th a t take s  
in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  p e d ag o g ic a l p ra c tic e s  
th a t le ad  to  a  m o re  ju st  an d  in te lle c tu a lly  

R u b í  F lo r e s ,  M .A .
D ire c to r,  
C A BE  P ro fe ss io n a l Le a rn in g  Te am

A n y a  B o b a d i l la ,  M .E d .
Pro fe ss io n a l Le a rn in g  Sp e c ia lis t,  
C A BE  P ro fe ss io n a l Le a rn in g  Te am

M IN D S E T S
onsistent  Rou t ine s and  St ructu re s
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qu it ab le  Teach ing  P ra ct ice s 
ccountab i l i t y 
ransformat ive  Pedagogy 
ngagement
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c h a lle n g in g  e d u c a tio n a l e xp e rie n c e  fo r 
d ive rse  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n s. 

C REATE  o ffe rs  a  se t  o f s ix  m in d se ts  fo r 
e n g ag in g  te ac h e rs  a s  th e y  p lan  fo r m o re  
in c lu s ive  an d  h ig h ly  e ffe c tive  s tan d a rd s-
b ase d  le sso n s  an d  e xp e rie n c e s. Th e  
C REATE  F ram ew o rk  a im s  to  e le va te  te ac h e r 
ag e n c y  an d  vo ic e  w h ile  d e ve lo p in g  
tran s fo rm ative , s tu d e n t-c e n te re d  
c u rric u lum  an d  in stru c tio n , w h ic h , 
a c c o rd in g  to  re se a rc h , y ie ld s  h ig h  le ve ls  
o f s tu d e n t a c h ie vem en t (Ad a , e t  a l., 2004) 
.Ed u c a to rs  c an  re ly  o n  th e se  s ix  m in d se ts, 
e sp e c ia lly  d u rin g  t im e s  o f u n c e r ta in ty, 
to  g u id e  th e ir in s tru c tio n a l p lan n in g , 
re g a rd le ss  o f th e ir in s tru c tio n a l c o n te x t o r 
se tt in g .

Th e  s ix  C REATE  M in d se ts  a re  sh ap e d  
c lo se ly  b y  C A BE ’s  v is io n  o f b ilite ra c y, 
m u lt ic u ltu ra l c om p e te n c y, an d  
e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity  fo r a ll. 

C R E A T E  M in d s e t  1 :  C o n s i s t e n t  
R o u t i n e s  a n d  S t r u c t u r e s

Th e  firs t  m in d se t o f th e  C REATE  
F ram ew o rk  c a lls  fo r te ac h e rs  to  re fle c t 
o n  th e  c la rity  an d  c o n s is te n c y  o f th e ir 
c la ss ro om  m an ag em en t an d  in stru c tio n a l 

p lan s. P re d ic tab le  s tru c tu re s  an d  ro u tin e s  
a llow  fo r th e  c o n te x tu a liza tio n  o f th e  
a c ad em ic  an d  lan g u ag e  e xp e c ta tio n s  o f 
th e  c la ss ro om , e sp e c ia lly  fo r em e rg e n t 
b ilin g u a ls  an d  m u lt ilin g u a l le a rn e rs  in  
an y  in stru c tio n a l se tt in g . In stru c tio n  is  
m o re  e ffe c tive  w h e n  th e re  a re  p re d ic tab le  
w e e k ly  sc h e d u le s, fam ilia r d a ily  ro u tin e s, 
an d  o rg an ize d  w ays  fo r a c c e ss in g  
re so u rc e s. D u rin g  th e  firs t  tw o  w e e ks  o f 
sc h o o l, te a c h e rs  m u st m ake  it  a  p rio rity  
to  m o d e l, e xp la in  an d  a llow  stu d e n ts  to  
p ra c tic e  th e se  s tru c tu re s  an d  ro u tin e s  
th o ro u g h ly. Th is  is  p a r t ic u la rly  im p o r tan t 
a s  in stru c tio n a l se tt in g s  an d  c o n te x ts  v a ry  
u n p re d ic tab ly  from  v ir tu a l to  h yb rid  to  
fa c e -to -fa c e  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e s.

C R E A T E  M in d s e t  2 :  R e l a t i o n s h i p s   

Th e  se c o n d  m in d se t g u id e s  e d u c a to rs  to  
c o n s id e r th e  so c io -em o tio n a l n e e d s  o f a ll 
sc h o o l c om m un ity  s take h o ld e rs  an d  th e  
im p o r tan c e  o f c re a tin g  w e lc om in g  an d  
sa fe  le a rn in g  an d  te ac h in g  e n v iro nm en ts. 
Th e  p an d em ic  h a s  b ro u g h t h ig h  le ve ls  
o f an x ie ty, s tre ss, an d  u n c e r ta in ty  
to  c om m un it ie s, c re a tin g  b a rrie rs  to  
s tu d e n ts  au th e n tic a lly  e n g ag in g  in  
n ew  le a rn in g . It  is  c rit ic a l th a t te ac h e rs  
p ro v id e  d a ily  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  ad d re ss  

th e  so c ia l an d  em o tio n a l d e ve lo pm en t 
o f th e ir s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s, p ro v id in g  
th em  w ith  s tra te g ie s  to  s tre n g th e n  th e ir 
so c io -em o tio n a l an d  m en ta l h e a lth  an d  
w e llb e in g . O n e  s tra te g y  fo r ad d re ss in g  th is  
n e e d  is  c re a tin g  a  sp ac e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  
o f e a c h  d ay  fo r a  c om m un ity  c irc le . D u rin g  
th is  t im e , te ac h e rs  c o n d u c t c om m un ity  
b u ild in g  e xe rc ise s  th a t a re  g rad e -
ap p ro p ria te  an d  p ro v id e  m in i-le sso n s  to  
d e ve lo p  p o s it ive  so c io -em o tio n a l sk ills . 
Te ac h e rs  c an  a lso  p lan  w e e k ly  fam ily  
c om m un ity  c irc le s  w h e re  p a re n ts  a re  
in v ite d  to  sh ow c ase  th e ir lan g u ag e s, 
c u ltu re s, an d  fu n d s  o f kn ow le d g e .

C R E A T E  M in d s e t  3 :  E q u i t a b le  
T e a c h i n g  P r a c t i c e s  

Th e  th ird  m in d se t in v ite s  e d u c a to rs  to  
p lan  e ve ry  le sso n  th ro u g h  th e  le n s  o f 
e d u c a tio n a l e q u ity.  Th is  m in d se t rem in d s  
te ac h e rs  th a t d iffe re n tia t io n  is  a  p ow e r fu l 
p e d ag o g ic a l to o l fo r tran s fo rm in g  th e  
e d u c a tio n a l e xp e rie n c e s  o f h is to ric a lly  
u n d e rse rve d  s tu d e n ts. Te ac h e rs  n e e d  
to  in te n tio n a lly  ta ilo r le sso n s  to  e n su re  
s tu d e n ts  h ave  a c c e ss  to  h ig h ly  rig o ro u s  
an d  in te lle c tu a lly  c h a lle n g in g  le a rn in g  
e xp e rie n c e s. K e y  s tra te g ie s  in c lu d e  
d iffe re n tia te d  se n te n c e  fram e s, v isu a l 
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su p p o r ts, re a lia , e xp lic it  m o d e lin g , “ta lk  
m o ve s,” lin g u is t ic  a c c om m o d atio n s, 
c u ltu ra lly  re sp o n s ive  m o d ific a tio n s, e tc . 
Te ac h e rs  a re  c a lle d  o n  to  c re a te  sp ac e s  fo r 
d iffe re n tia t io n , su c h  a s  En g lish  Lan g u ag e  
D e ve lo pm en t, Sp an ish  Lan g u ag e  
D e ve lo pm en t, an d  b rid g in g  sp ac e s  (in  
m u lt ilin g u a l se tt in g s). Te ac h e rs  m u st p lan  
an d  im p lem en t th e se  s tra te g ie s  c a re fu lly  
an d  in te n tio n a lly  to  c re a te  an  e q u itab le  
le a rn in g  e n v iro nm en t fo r a ll s tu d e n ts. 

C R E A T E  M in d s e t  4 :  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  

Th e  fo u r th  m in d se t su p p o r ts  e d u c a to rs  
in  h o ld in g  th em se lve s  a c c o u n tab le  fo r 
s tu d e n t le a rn in g  b y  c o n tin u in g  to  se t  
h ig h  e xp e c ta tio n s  fo r A LL  s tu d e n ts, a  ta sk  
th a t c an  b e c om e  e ve n  m o re  c h a lle n g in g  
d u rin g  a  p an d em ic . In  re sp o n d in g  to  
th is  c h a lle n g e , e d u c a to rs  a re  le a rn in g  
(o r re le a rn in g ) h ow  to  u tilize  te c h n o lo g y  
e ffe c tive ly  to  p lan  an d  d e live r c la ss ro om  
le sso n s. W h ile  le a rn in g  to  in te g ra te  n ew  
to o ls  an d  re so u rc e s, it  is  im p o r tan t to  
c le a rly  a r t ic u la te  le sso n  o b je c tive s  w h ile  
e n su rin g  th a t th e  c o n te n t rem a in s  re le van t 
an d  th e  ta sks  c o n tin u e  to  m ake  m e an in g  
fo r s tu d e n ts. A s  s tu d e n ts  p u t th e ir le a rn in g  
in to  p ra c tic e , e d u c a to rs  m u st h o ld  
th em  ac c o u n tab le  fo r th a t le a rn in g  b y  
c h e c k in g  fo r u n d e rs tan d in g  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  le sso n . M o re o ve r, s tu d e n ts  b e n e fit 
from  re c e iv in g  fe e d b ac k  ab o u t th e ir 
le a rn in g  v ir tu a lly, e ith e r in  sm a ll b re ako u t 
ro om s o r in d iv id u a lly. S tu d e n ts  c an  ap p ly  
th is  te ac h e r fe e d b ac k  to  th e ir le a rn in g ,  
th e re b y  fo ste rin g  a c c o u n tab ility  an d  h ig h  
e xp e c ta tio n s  fo r th e ir ow n  le a rn in g . 
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C R E A T E  M in d s e t  5 :   T r a n s f o r m a t i v e  
P e d a g o g y  

Th e  fi fth  m in d se t p ro p o se s  th a t e d u c a to rs  
b rin g  tran s fo rm ative  e d u c a tio n  to  
th e  fo re fro n t o f th e ir le sso n s. Th is  
m e an s  in c lu d in g  p re v io u s ly  e xc lu d e d  
p e rsp e c tive s  an d  e xp e rie n c e s  o f g ro u p s  
th a t h ave  b e e n  h is to ric a lly  m a rg in a lize d  
in  e d u c a tio n a l se tt in g s. Tran s fo rm ative  
p e d ag o g y  ad d re sse s  d em o c ra tic  an d  
so c ia l ju s t ic e  issu e s  b y  c e le b ra tin g  
an d  in c lu d in g  th e  vo ic e s, e xp e rie n c e s, 
lan g u ag e s, an d  c o n trib u tio n s  o f d ive rse  
p o p u la tio n s, a s  w e ll a s  th o se  o f th e  
c la ss ro om  an d  c om m un ity. D ia lo g u e  an d  
re fle c tio n  a re  c e n tra l to  th is  e d u c a tio n a l 
e n d e avo r—p ro b lem -so lv in g  to o ls  su c h  a s  
d ia lo g u e  w h e n  c om b in e d  w ith  so c ia l an d  
se lf-re fle c tio n , fo s te r c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss. 
S tu d e n ts  an d  e d u c a to rs  c an  se e  th e ir 
e xp e rie n c e s  s itu a te d  in  h is to ric a l, c u ltu ra l, 
an d  so c ia l c o n te x ts  an d  re c o g n ize  th e  
p o ss ib ilit ie s  fo r c h an g in g  o p p re ss ive  
s tru c tu re s  th a t affe c t th em  an d  o th e rs. O u r 
u lt im ate  g o a l a s  e d u c a to rs  is  fo r s tu d e n ts  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  so c ie ta l d em o c rac y  
su c c e ss fu lly. Tran s fo rm ative  p e d ag o g y  
e n g ag e s  s tu d e n ts  to  b e c om e  ac tive  
ad vo c a te s  o f d em o c rac y  an d  so c ia l ju s t ic e  
th ro u g h  a  ran g e  o f c om p e te n c ie s  an d  
w o rld v iew s  to  u n d e rstan d  an d  re sp o n d  to  
h um an  an d  so c ia l d ilem m as.

C R E A T E  M in d s e t  6 :   E n g a g e m e n t  

Th e  la s t  C REATE  m in d se t re su lts  o n c e  
th e  firs t  five  m in d se ts  a re  im p lem en te d . 
En g ag em en t is  e v id e n t w h e n  c o n s is te n t 

ro u tin e s  an d  s tru c tu re s  a re  p u t in to  
p la c e , re la t io n sh ip s  a re  fo ste re d , s tu d e n ts’ 
d ive rse  n e e d s  a re  m e t, h ig h  e xp e c ta tio n s  
a re  se t  fo r a ll, an d  d ive rse  p o p u la tio n s  
a re  c e le b ra te d  an d  in c lu d e d . S tu d e n t 
le a rn in g  is  d ire c tly  c o rre la te d  to  s tu d e n t 
e n g ag em en t. H ow e ve r, w ith o u t s tu d e n t 
c h o ic e , in te re st, an d  vo ic e , th e re  is  n o  
e n g ag em en t (H a tt ie , 2003). Ed u c a to rs  
m u st lis te n  to  s tu d e n ts ' vo ic e s  in  o rd e r 
to  m ake  ta sks  p u rp o se fu l, re le van t, an d  
in te lle c tu a lly  c h a lle n g in g .  O n c e  s tu d e n t 
vo ic e  an d  c h o ic e  is  p u t in to  p la c e , s tu d e n t 
c u rio s ity  an d  c re a tiv ity  c an  b lo om  a s  
s tu d e n ts  in ve st  in  th e ir ow n  le a rn in g . 

E a c h  c la ss ro om  an d  c h ild  is  u n iq u e , an d  
o n e  th in g  th a t h a s  b e c om e  e ve n  m o re  
ap p a re n t s in c e  th e  p an d em ic  is  th a t th e re  
is  n o  o n e -s ize -fits-a ll c u rric u lum  o r a  
p ro g ram  th a t c an  g u a ran te e  an  e q u itab le  
le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e  fo r a ll s tu d e n ts. 
Te ac h e r re fle c tio n  an d  in te n tio n a lity  
a re  re q u ire d  to  re ac h  e ve ry  c h ild . Th e  
C O VID -19  p an d em ic  re ve a le d  th e  n e e d  to  
in ve st  in  d e ve lo p in g  p e d ag o g ic a l m in d se ts  
th a t p ro te c t  a  te ac h e r ’s  se n se  o f s tab ility  
an d  se lf-effi c ac y. A s  e d u c a to rs  ap p ro ac h  
th e  e n d  o f a  o n c e -in -a-life t im e  te ac h in g  
an d  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e , th e y  m u st 
ag a in  re fle c t o n  in stru c tio n a l p rio rit ie s  
an d  su p p o r t  sy s tem s fo r a ll s take h o ld e rs. 
C A BE  in v ite s  a ll e d u c a to rs  to  C REATE  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g  an d  
p ra c tic e  th a t w ill au th e n tic a lly  ad d re ss  th e  
u n iq u e n e ss  o f th e ir sc h o o l c om m un ity. 
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I n s t r u c t i o n a l  R o u n d s  W i t h i n  a  D u a l  L a n g u a g e  
I m m e r s i o n  C o n t e x t  S u p p o r t e d  b y  P r o j e c t  D E L I G H T

N atio n a l s ta t is t ic s  sh ow  th a t th e  la rg e st-g row in g  s tu d e n t 
p o p u la tio n s  in  U S  sc h o o ls  to d ay  a re  s tu d e n ts  w ith  d ive rse  
b ac kg ro u n d s, in c lu d in g  En g lish  Le a rn e rs  (E L s) (A b e d i, 2003). 

Th e se  s tu d e n ts  a re  an  im p o r tan t p a r t  o f th e  so c ia l fab ric  o f o u r 
n a tio n . H e n c e , it  is  c rit ic a l to  re se a rc h  an d  im p lem en t in stru c tio n a l 
p ra c tic e s  th a t e n h an c e  th e ir e d u c a tio n a l a tta inm en t in  U S  sc h o o ls.  
Th e ir su c c e ss  in  sc h o o l is  c o n tin g e n t u p o n  a c q u irin g  a c ad em ic  
lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c y, w h ic h  is  c lo se ly  t ie d  to  a tta in in g  h ig h  
a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t (D iC e rb o , P., A n strom , K ., B ake r, L . & R ive ra , 
2014).  

D u a l lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  (D L I) p ro g ram s a re  o n e  w ay  to  ad d re ss  
a c ad em ic  lan g u ag e  an d  E L  a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t. R e se a rc h  
sh ow s th a t D L I p ro g ram s p ro v id e  an  e n ric h in g  lan g u ag e  an d  
lite ra c y  c o n te x t, w h ic h  re su lts  in  im p ro ve d  a c ad em ic  a c h ie vem en t 

fo r E L s  (C o llie r & Th om as  2007 ; C lo u d , G e n e se e  & H am ayan  2009 ; 
H aku ta , Bu tle r & W itt  2000 ; H ow ard , E . R ., L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . J ., 
R o g e rs, D ., O lag u e , N ., M e d in a , J ., K e n n e d y, B ., Su g a rm an , J., & 
C h ris t ian , D ., 2018). Th is  is  w h y  th e  U SD O E 's  O ffi c e  o f En g lish  
Lan g u ag e  A c q u is it io n  (O ELA ) h a s  fu n d e d  g ran ts  to  e n su re  q u a lity  
im p lem en ta tio n  o f D L I a c ro ss  th e  n a tio n . Th e  C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  
fo r B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n  (C A BE ) re c e ive d  o n e  o f th e se  N a tio n a l 
P ro fe ss io n a l D e ve lo pm en t g ran ts, e n tit le d  th e  D u a l Lan g u ag e  
Ed u c a tio n  Le ad e rsh ip  In it ia t ive  G u id e d  H ig h -Q u a lity  Tra in in g  
(P ro je c t  D EL IG H T ). Th is  g ran t se rv ic e s  th e  Fo n tan a  an d  R ia lto  
U n ifie d  S c h o o l D is tric ts  an d  th e ir D L I p ro g ram s. 

P ro je c t  D EL IG H T, fu n d e d  from  2017-2022 , w as  d e s ig n e d  to  
d e ve lo p  d is tric t  an d  s ite  le ad e rsh ip  te am s th a t su p p o r t  im p ro ve d  
E L  in stru c tio n  an d  c re a te  e xc e lle n t D L I p ro g ram s. O n e  o f P ro je c t  

G lo r ia  R a m o s  G o n z á le z ,  P h .D . 
Pro je c t  D EL IG H T  P ro fe ss io n a l D e ve lo pm en t C o n su ltan t 
C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n

M a r ía  V i l la  M á r q u e z ,  M .A . 
D ire c to r o f Pa re n t an d  Fam ily  En g ag em en t 
C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l Ed u c a tio n

Fo n ta n a  U SD  te a c h e r s  a n a ly z in g  s tu d e n t  w r it in g  d u r in g  in s t ru c t io n a l ro u n d s  
(M e d ia  p e rm is s io n  g ra n te d  th ro u g h  P ro je c t  D E L IG H T )
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D EL IG H T ’s  o u tc om e s  is  to  in c re a se  
E L’s  En g lish  an d  Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  
d e ve lo pm en t th ro u g h  in -se rv ic e  te ac h e r 
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t. Th e se  se ss io n s  
fo c u s  o n  a sp e c ts  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  
im m e rs io n  in stru c tio n  u s in g  e v id e n c e -
b ase d  s tra te g ie s. Th e  firs t  tw o  ye a rs  o f 
th e  g ran t fro n tlo ad e d  m o re  th an  n in e  
m o d u le s  e n c om p ass in g  to p ic s  su c h  a s  
D ua l Im m ersio n  Fo un da tio n s, Lea d ersh ip , 
Pro g ram  S taffing  a n d  Rec ru itm en t, 
C u rric u lum  a n d  Best Pra c tic es, S tu d en t 
M o n ito rin g , C ro ss-L in g u istic  Tra n sfe r, 
Aca d em ic  Sp a n ish  D eve lo pm en t, an d  D LI 
R eflec tio n  System s . S ta r t in g  in  ye a r th re e  o f 
th e  g ran t, th e  fo c u s  sh ifte d  to  su p p o r tin g  
te ac h e rs  an d  s tu d e n ts  in  w rit in g  
d e ve lo pm en t.

W rit in g  is  o n e  o f th e  m o st c om p le x  fo rm s 
o f lan g u ag e  o u tp u t an d  an  a re a  m an y  
te ac h e rs  fe e l ill-p re p a re d  to  te ac h  (B rin d le , 
G rah am , an d  H a rris , 2016). H ow e ve r, th e  
N a tio n a l C om m iss io n  o n  W rit in g  s ta te s  
w rit in g  is  o n e  o f th e  m o st p ow e r fu l 
p re d ic to rs  o f a c ad em ic  su c c e ss  (M ag ra th , 
C . P., A c ke rm an , A ., B ran c h , T., C lin to n  
B ris tow , J., Sh ad e , L ., & E llio tt, J ., 2003). 
In  o rd e r to  ad d re ss  th is  a re a  o f n e e d , th e  
D EL IG H T  g ran t p ro v id e s  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
fo r te ac h e rs  to  d e ve lo p  a  re p e r to ire  o f 
s tra te g ie s  to  ta ilo r w rit in g  in stru c tio n  
fo r En g lish  Le a rn e rs  w ith in  a  D L I sc h o o l. 
Th e  g ran t fu n d s  e ffe c tive  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t p ra c tic e s  b y  d e live rin g  
c o n te n t th ro u g h  m o d u le s, th e n  p ro v id e s  
o n g o in g  su p p o r t  to  im p lem en t th e  
c o n te n t in to  d a ily  c la ss ro om  in stru c tio n  
u s in g  a  c o lle c t ive  te ac h e r effi c ac y  
ap p ro ac h  (G u ske y, 2000 ; G u ske y, 2016). 

Th e re fo re , ra th e r th an  p ro v id in g  iso la te d  
w rit in g  m o d u le s  an d  le av in g  th e  

im p lem en ta tio n  to  e ac h  in d iv id u a l te ac h e r, 
th e  D EL IG H T  te am  d e ve lo p e d  a  sy stem  
fo r p ro g ram  g row th  th ro u g h  in stru c tio n a l 
ro u n d s  (C ity, E .A ., E lm o re , R .F., F ia rm an , S .E ., 
& Te ite l, L ., 2009). In s tru c tio n a l ro u n d s  a re  
a  d isc ip lin e d  w ay  fo r e d u c a to rs  in  En g lish  
an d  Sp an ish  D L I p ro g ram s to  c o llab o ra te  
to  im p ro ve  in stru c tio n . Th e  in stru c tio n a l 
ro u n d s  (IR ) p ra c tic e  w as  ad ap te d  an d  
c om b in e s  th re e  c om m o n  e lem en ts  o f 
im p ro vem en t: c la ss ro om  o b se rva tio n , an  
im p ro vem en t s tra te g y, an d  a  n e tw o rk  o f 
e d u c a to rs  (C ity, E .A ., E lm o re , R .F., F ia rm an , 
S .E ., & Te ite l, L ., 2009).

Th e  IR  p ro c e ss  w as  in tro d u c e d  d u rin g  
th e  th ird  ye a r o f th e  g ran t to  a c c om p an y  
th e  w rit in g  m o d u le s. Th e  fo c u s  a lig n e d  
to  th e  C om m o n  C o re  w rit in g  s tan d a rd s  
a s  w e ll a s  D EL IG H T ’s  g o a ls  o f d e ve lo p in g  
a  c om m un ity  o f w rite rs  th ro u g h  th e  
w rit in g  p ro c e ss, e xp lic it  vo c ab u la ry  
in stru c tio n , an d  se lf-re g u la tio n  s tra te g ie s  
(B rin d le , M ., G rah am . S . an d  H a rris , 
K ., 2016). Th e  p u rp o se  w as  to  a ss is t  
te a c h e rs  in  im p lem en tin g  th e  m o d u le  
c o n te n t in to  d a ily  c la ss ro om  p rac tic e , 
im p ro v in g  th e ir p e d ag o g ic a l sk ills , an d  
em p ow e rin g  th em  to  take  ow n e rsh ip  
o f th e ir p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g . M o re o ve r, 
th e  IR  p ro c e ss  a im e d  to  sy stem ic a lly  
im p lem en t an d  d iffe re n tia te  w rit in g  
s tra te g ie s  fo r s tu d e n ts  a c ro ss  b o th  En g lish  
an d  Sp an ish . Th is  h e lp e d  te ac h e rs  fo c u s  o n  
a  c om m o n  g o a l an d  d e ve lo p e d  a  c u ltu re  
o f c o lle c t ive  te ac h e r effi c ac y. U s in g  th is  
te ac h e r p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t m o d e l 
is  an  im p ac tfu l w ay  to  im p ro ve  s tu d e n t 

a c h ie vem en t (H a tt ie , J ., 2012 ; D o n o h o o , J., 
H a tt ie , J ., & Ee lls , R ., 2018). 

A fte r a tte n d in g  w rit in g  m o d u le s, te a c h e rs  
w e re  in v ite d  to  an a lyze  th e ir s tu d e n ts’ 
w rit in g  s tre n g th s  an d  d isc u ss  w ays  
to  ad d re ss  a re a s  o f n e e d . Th is  an a ly s is  
c o n trib u te d  to  th e  d e ve lo pm en t o f w rit in g  
e xp e c ta tio n s  an d  re su lte d  in  a  d o c um en t 
d e lin e a tin g  c rite ria  fo r th re e  a re a s  o f fo c u s : 
w rit in g  p ro c e ss, e xp lic it  vo c ab u la ry, an d  
se lf-re g u la tio n  s tra te g ie s. (S e e  F ig u re  1 .) 

Th e  te ac h e r te am  u se d  th is  “lo o k  fo r” 
d o c um en t d u rin g  w a lkth ro u g h s  to  h e lp  
fo c u s  th e  o b se rva tio n  b y  c la rify in g  w rit in g  
e xp e c ta tio n s  d u rin g  th e  in stru c tio n a l 
b lo c k . E a c h  p a r t ic ip an t w as  in fo rm ed  th a t 
th e  w a lkth ro u g h s  fo c u se d  o n  d e ve lo p in g  
c o lle c t ive  te ac h e r effi c ac y  in  w rit in g  
(H a tt ie , J ., 2012) an d  w as  n o t e va lu a tive .  

N e x t, te a c h e rs  fo rm ed  in stru c tio n a l ro u n d s  
te am s. In  o n e  d is tric t, th e  s taff  w as  d iv id e d  
in to  ve r t ic a l te am s w ith  re p re se n ta tive s  
from  e ac h  g rad e  le ve l. In  an o th e r sc h o o l 
d is tric t, Te ac h e rs  o n  Sp e c ia l A ss ig nm en t 
(TO SA s) fo rm ed  th e  c o re  IR  te am  b e c au se  
o f in suffi c ie n t su b stitu te s  to  re le a se  th e  
c la ss ro om  te ac h e rs  to  d o  th e  ro u n d s. 
H e n c e , th e  IR  te am s le d  th e  in stru c tio n a l 
ro u n d s, d e b rie fe d  w ith  sc h o o l s taff, an d  
su p p o r te d  s taff  in  im p lem en tin g  th e  
w rit in g  p ra c tic e s. W h ile  th e  IR  in te n t w as  
to  in vo lve  e ve ry  te ac h e r to  b e  a  p a r t  o f 
an  IR  te am  a t le a st  o n c e  d u rin g  th e  ye a r, 
e a c h  d is tric t  ad h e re d  to  th is  g o a l a s  b e st  a s  
p o ss ib le  w ith in  th e ir se tt in g . 

Fo n ta n a  U SD  te a c h e r s  d o in g  in s t ru c t io n a l 
ro u n d s  a n d  in te r v ie w in g  s tu d e n t s  d u r in g  
w r it in g  b lo c k  (M ed ia  p e rm issio n  g ra n ted  
th ro ug h  Pro jec t D EL IG H T )

F ig u re  1 . In s tru c tio n a l R o u n d s  Fo c u s  A re a s
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Th e re  w e re  th re e  c om p o n e n ts  to  th e  
in stru c tio n a l ro u n d  d ay. Th e  firs t  p a r t  o f th e  
d ay  a llow ed  te ac h e r te am s to  re v iew  an d  
fu r th e r re fin e  th e  “lo o k  fo r” d e sc rip to rs  to  
e n su re  e ac h  p a r t ic ip an t w as  c le a r ab o u t 
th e ir ro le  an d  th e  e xp e c ta tio n s  o f th e  
w a lkth ro u g h . A fte r re v iew in g  th e  w rit in g  
d e sc rip to rs  an d  c la rify in g  e ac h  in d ic a to r  
o n  th e  “lo o k  fo r” d o c um en t, th e  te am  
v is ite d  c la ss ro om s.  

Th e  se c o n d  p a r t  o f th e  IR  p ro c e ss  in vo lve d  
d o in g  a  sc h o o l w a lkth ro u g h  w h ile  
re fe re n c in g  th e  w rit in g  c rite ria  “lo o k  fo r” 
sh e e t. B e c au se  it  w as  n o t p o ss ib le  to  
o b se rve  an  a c tu a l w rit in g  le sso n  in  e ve ry  
c la ss ro om  d u rin g  th e  w a lkth ro u g h , th e  
IR  te am  w as  in stru c te d  to  lo o k  fo r w rit in g  
e v id e n c e  o n  th e  c la ss ro om  w a lls, s tu d e n t 
d e sks, an d  b o o ksh e lve s, in  ad d it io n  to  
o b se rv in g  in stru c tio n . O n c e  th e  IR  te am  
ste p p e d  o u t o f th e  c la ss ro om , th e y  ta llie d  
h ow  o fte n  th e y  saw  e v id e n c e  o f th e  c rite ria  
o n  th e  “lo o k  fo r” sh e e t. C la ss ro om  d o o r 
n um b e rs  an d  te ac h e r n am e s  w e re  om itte d  
from  th e  d o c um en t in  o rd e r to  fo c u s  o n  
o ve ra ll sc h o o l tre n d s, n o t o n  e va lu a tin g  o r 
id e n tify in g  sp e c ific  c la ss ro om s o r te ac h e rs.

Th e  la s t  p a r t  o f th e  IR  w as  th e  d e b rie f.
D u rin g  th is  t im e , te ac h e rs  d isc u sse d  th e ir 
o b se rva tio n s  an d  ta llie d  th e  e v id e n c e  
a lig n e d  to  th e  w rit in g  c rite ria . Th e n  th e  
te am  e xam in e d  d a ta  fo r sc h o o l-w id e  
tre n d s. A fte r a  d isc u ss io n , th e  te am  c am e  
to  a  c o n se n su s  o n  fe e d b ac k  an d  p o ss ib le  
n e x t s te p s. O fte n , th e  te am  m em b e rs  
g e n e ra te d  w rit in g  re so u rc e s  an d  le sso n  
id e a s  an d  w e re  a ske d  to  d issem in a te  th em  
to  th e ir g rad e  le ve l m em b e rs.  

O n e  o f th e  b e n e fits  o f th is  ap p ro ac h  
is  in  th e  d isc u ss io n  am o n g  te ac h e rs  

b e fo re , d u rin g , an d  a t  th e  e n d  o f e a c h  
w a lkth ro u g h . Th e  p ro c e ss  e n c o u rag e s  
se lf-re fle c tio n  an d  p ro b lem -so lv in g  
sk ills . In  ad d it io n , it  d e ve lo p s  th e  g ro u p ’s  
kn ow le d g e  an d  a llow s  th em  to  c o lle c t ive ly  
re fle c t o n  th e  typ e  o f fe e d b ac k  n e e d e d  to  
h e lp  te ac h e rs  an d  s tu d e n ts. Th is  c o lle c t ive  
te ac h e r effi c ac y  an d  d is trib u tive  le ad e rsh ip  
m o d e l s ig n ific an tly  im p ac te d  s tu d e n t 
a c h ie vem en t (H a tt ie , J ., 2012).

Adm in is tra to rs  an d  te ac h e rs  a c ro ss  
p a r t ic ip a tin g  sc h o o l s ite s  re p o r te d  p o s it ive  
im p ac ts  th ro u g h  in stru c tio n a l sh ifts . 
Th e  d a ta  c o lle c te d  s ta te d  th a t te ac h e rs  
b e n e fit from  th e  c o llab o ra tio n  t im e  an d  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  o b se rve  p e e rs. Th is  w as  
su p p o r te d  b y  th e  c la ss ro om  w a lkth ro u g h  
d a ta  c o lle c te d  b y  th e  D EL IG H T  te am  from  
a ll p a r t ic ip a tin g  s ite s.  O n e  e xam p le  o f an  
in stru c tio n a l sh ift  w as  se e in g  m o re  w rit in g  
e xem p la rs  p o ste d  w ith  c le a r su c c e ss  
c rite ria  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  re fe re n c e . Th e re  
w as  a lso  m o re  e v id e n c e  o f se lf-re g u la tio n  

s tra te g ie s, su c h  a s  w rit in g  c h e c k lis ts  w ith  
p e e r fe e d b ac k  an d  c o n fe re n c in g  n o te s.

L ike  m an y  sc h o o l in it ia t ive s, th e re  a re  a lso  
c h a lle n g e s  th a t su r fa c e . Som e  lim ita tio n s  
in c lu d e d  th e  la c k  o f su b stitu te s  ava ilab le  
so  te ac h e rs  c o u ld  a tte n d  m o d u le s. 
A n o th e r c o n stra in t w as  c om p e tin g  
in it ia t ive s  th a t im p e d e d  te ac h e rs  from  
a tte n d in g  se ss io n s. D e sp ite  th e se  
d raw b ac ks, d is tric ts  m ad e  a rran g em en ts  
to  su p p o r t  te ac h e r le a rn in g . O n e  
e xam p le  w as  ad ap tin g  IR s  b y  c o n d u c tin g  
c la ss ro om  v is its  a fte r sc h o o l an d  an a lyz in g  
im p lem en ta tio n  th ro u g h  c la ss  w a ll c h a r ts, 
v isu a ls, an d  s tu d e n ts ' w rit in g  fo ld e rs.

A n o th e r im p e d im en t in vo lve d  sc h o o l 
c lo su re s  d u e  to  C O VID . Th e  in te rru p te d  
sc h o o l sc h e d u le  p rom p te d  th e  la s t  
in s tru c tio n a l ro u n d  to  g o  o n lin e . D u rin g  
th is  o n lin e  IR , te a c h e rs  sh a re d  te c h n o lo g y  
re so u rc e s  an d  e xam in e d  w ays  to  c o n tin u e  
u s in g  th e  w rit in g  to o ls  th e y  h ad  c re a te d  
fo r in -p e rso n  in stru c tio n . Th e  se ss io n  
e n d e d  w ith  sc h o o l te am s d o c um en tin g  
th e ir w rit in g  g o a ls  an d  d e lin e a tin g  th e  
n e x t s te p s  fo r d is tan c e  le a rn in g  fo r th e  
u p c om in g  ye a r. D e sp ite  th e se  c h an g e s  
to  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t c o n te n t 
an d  d e live ry, p a r t ic ip an ts  re p o r te d  g row th  
in  th e ir p ro fe ss io n a l kn ow le d g e . 

Th e  D EL IG H T  te am  c o n tin u e s  to  ad ap t to  
th e  c u rre n t d em an d s  o f o n lin e  in stru c tio n  
b y  d e ve lo p in g  n ew  ap p ro ac h e s  to  
w o rk in g  w ith  d is tric ts. Fo r e xam p le , 
th e  IR  p ro c e ss  w ill c o n tin u e  to  h ave  an  
o n lin e  s tru c tu re  w h e re  te ac h e rs  sh a re  
a  v id e o  c lip  o f th em se lve s  te ac h in g  
w rit in g  le sso n s  a lig n e d  to  th e  w rit in g  

R ia lto  U S D  te a c h e r s  d is c u s s in g  d is t a n c e  le a rn in g  w r it in g  p ra c t ic e s  
(M e d ia  p e rm is s io n  g ra n te d  th ro u g h  P ro je c t  D E L IG H T )

R ia lto  U S D  te a c h e r s  v is it in g  c la s s ro o m s  d u r in g  in s t ru c t io n a l 
ro u n d s  (M e d ia  p e rm is s io n  g ra n te d  th ro u g h  P ro je c t  D E L IG H T )
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“lo o k  fo r” sh e e t. Th e n , te am s w ill d isc u ss  
s tu d e n t w o rk  p ro d u c e d  from  th e  le sso n  
an d  fo rm u la te  th e  n e x t s te p s  to  m e e t 
th e ir s tu d e n ts’ d ive rse  n e e d s. Th e  g o a l 
is  to  o u tlin e  d is tan c e  le a rn in g  w rit in g  
p ra c tic e s  e xp lic it ly  ad d re ss in g  th e  n e e d s  o f 
lan g u ag e  le a rn e rs  an d  to  p ro v id e  s tu d e n ts  
w ith  fe e d b ac k  o n  h ow  to  g row  in  th e ir 
w rit in g  d e ve lo pm en t.

Fu r th e rm o re , th e  g ran t is  d e ve lo p in g  
le ad e rsh ip  te am s th a t su sta in  h ig h -q u a lity  
e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ram m in g  fo r th e ir D L I 
sc h o o ls. A s  a  re su lt, a  n e tw o rk  o f te am s 
w as  c re a te d  to  p u t te ac h e rs  a t  th e  fo re fro n t 
o f th e ir p ro fe ss io n a l le a rn in g . Th e se  te am s 
h e lp  su p p o r t  an d  c o n trib u te  a  re p e r to ire  
o f w rit in g  s tra te g ie s  in  o rd e r to  c re a te  a  
m o re  c o h e s ive  w rit in g  p ro g ram .  Th e y  w ill 
a lso  h e lp  d o c um en t an d  m o n ito r w rit in g  
p ro g re ss  th ro u g h o u t th e  sc h o o l ye a r. 

D is trib u tive  le ad e rsh ip  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f 
th e  u n iq u e  fe a tu re s  o f th is  g ran t ’s  p ro g ram  
im p lem en ta tio n . R a th e r th an  h av in g  a  
p re sc rip tive , to p -d ow n  in te rve n tio n , th is  
g ran t e n d o rse s  h o n o rin g  e ac h  p a r t ic ip an t 
an d  sc h o o l se tt in g ’s  in d iv id u a lity. Th is  
is  e v id e n t d u rin g  e ac h  se ss io n  w h e n  
p a r t ic ip an ts  a re  a ske d  to  p ro v id e  fe e d b ac k  
ab o u t th e  d e live ry  o f in fo rm atio n . 
Te ac h e rs  a re  a lso  g ive n  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  p ro v id e  in p u t o n  c re a tin g  e ac h  
w rit in g  p lan . S c h o o l le ad e rs  a re  g ive n  
te c h n ic a l su p p o r t  o n  an  a rray  o f to o ls  
th e y  c an  se le c t  to  m o n ito r th e ir s tu d e n ts’ 
p ro g re ss. Th u s, te am s d e ve lo p  ow n e rsh ip  
an d  a  c u ltu re  w h e re  p e e rs  h o ld  o n e  
an o th e r a c c o u n tab le , in d iv id u a lly  an d  
c o lle c t ive ly  (H a tt ie , J ., 2012). U lt im ate ly, 
th e se  p ra c tic e s  c o n trib u te  to  d e ve lo p in g  
re fle c tive  te ac h e rs  an d  le ad e rs  w h o  s trive  
fo r e xc e lle n c e  in  th e ir p ro g ram s e ve n  a fte r 
th e  g ran t e n d s.

M o re o ve r, in  an  e ra  o f e d u c a tio n  p lag u e d  
w ith  so  m an y  c om p e tin g  in it ia t ive s, it  is  
c h a lle n g in g  to  fo c u s  o n  o n e  c o re  a re a  o f 
p ra c tic e . A n o th e r u n iq u e  fe a tu re  o f th e  
D EL IG H T  g ran t is  th a t it  fo s te rs  te ac h e r 
c o lle g ia lity  b y  c re a tin g  te ac h e r-le d  
te am s w ith  a  c om m o n  fo c u s. H av in g  a  
sp e c ific  ta rg e t h e lp s  te ac h e rs  d e e p e n  
th e ir u n d e rs tan d in g  o f w h y  a  p ro b lem  
o f p ra c tic e  p e rs is ts  an d  a llow s  th em  
to  ad d re ss  it  sy s tem ic a lly  (C ity, E . A .,.e t  
a l., 2009). H e n c e , te ac h e rs  “d ig  d e e p” to  
b u ild  a  sh a re d  u n d e rstan d in g  o f e ffe c tive  
te ac h in g , m ak in g  it  e a s ie r to  m o n ito r 
p ro g re ss  in  th a t a re a .

In  c lo s in g , P ro je c t  D EL IG H T ’s  
c om p re h e n s ive  su p p o r t  c o n trib u te s  
to  th e  fie ld  b y  p ro v id in g  te ac h e rs  
p ro fe ss io n a l d e ve lo pm en t fo c u se d  
o n  im p ro v in g  E L  in stru c tio n  an d  
s tre n g th e n in g  th e ir D L I p ro g ram s 
th ro u g h  c o lle c t ive  te ac h e r le a rn in g  
(H a tt ie , J ., 2012). Th is  h a s  a lre ad y  re su lte d  
in  d e ve lo p in g  b e tte r a c c o u n tab ility  
p ra c tic e s  a s  se e n  b y  th e  d e ve lo pm en t 
o f d is tric t  an d  s ite  le ad e rsh ip  te am s 
w h o  m e e t re g u la rly  to  p lan , m o n ito r 
s tu d e n t g row th , an d  fom en t a  c u ltu re  
o f c o llab o ra tio n . In  ad d it io n , th is  
g ran t in it ia t ive  h a s  a lre ad y  e ffe c tive ly  
d e live re d  o ve r n in e te e n  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e ve lo pm en t m o d u le s  an d  tw e n ty  
in stru c tio n a l ro u n d s, p rom o tin g  b e st  
p ra c tic e s  a c ro ss  th e  tw o  sc h o o l d is tric ts. 
Th e se  e ffo r ts  h e lp  p ro v id e  c la rity  a ro u n d  
w rit in g  e xp e c ta tio n s  u s in g  e v id e n c e -
b ase d  s tra te g ie s. H e n c e , D EL IG H T  h e lp s  
c re a te  s tro n g , so lid , an d  su sta in ab le  D L I 
p ro g ram s ad d re ss in g  som e  o f th e  m o st 
c h a lle n g in g  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g  a re a s  
fo r d ive rse  s tu d e n ts, an d  d e ve lo p in g  
sy stem s to  h e lp  te ac h e rs. U lt im ate ly  
s tu d e n ts  th rive  in  sc h o o l an d  b e yo n d .

W rit in g  c h e c k lis t  fo r  s tu d e n t s  to  p ro m o te  s e lf -
re g u la t io n ; c re a te d  b y  k in d e rg a r te n  te a c h e r  
a t  D o lo re s  H u e r t a  In te rn a t io n a l A c a d em y  in  
F o n ta n a . [T ra n s la t io n : I  p re s e n te d  m y  s to r y . I  
w ro te  th re e  d e ta ils . I  c o n c lu d e d  m y  s to r y . I  w ro te  
t ra n s it io n  w o rd s . I  s k e tc h e d  m y  d raw in g s . S ig n e d : 
Te a c h e r  M a r t in e z .] (M e d ia  p e rm is s io n  g ra n te d  
th ro u g h  P ro je c t  D E L IG H T )
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“ I ’m  K i n d  o f  a  R e b e l  H e r e ” :   
D o c u m e n t i n g  t h e  G r e a t e s t  C h a l l e n g e s  o f  B i l i n g u a l  
T e a c h e r s  D u r i n g  a  P a n d e m i c

W hat  a r e  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  
c h a l le n g e s  r ig h t  n o w ?  Th is  w as  
o n e  o f th e  q u e stio n s  th a t E rik a , 

a  d o c to ra l s tu d e n t an d  Sp an ish /En g lish  
d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a to r in  San  
A n to n io , T X , p o se d  to  th re e  c o lle ag u e s  
(Lo re n a , Lau ra , an d  Ju an ) la s t  M ay  (2020) 
a s  th e y  w e re  fin ish in g  o u t th e  sc h o o l ye a r 
u n e xp e c te d ly  o n lin e . Sh e  p o se d  th is  sam e  
q u e stio n  ag a in  in  A u g u st w h e n  te ac h e rs  
w e re  fa c e d  w ith  th e  u n c e r ta in ty  o f fa ll, w ith  
n o  e n d  in  s ig h t fo r th e  p an d em ic . Th e n  
sh e  h ad  fo llow -u p  c o n ve rsa tio n s  ag a in  in  
S e p tem b e r w h e n  th e y  w e re  lau n c h in g  th e ir 
c la ss ro om s in to  an  ab yss  o f u n kn ow n s, in  
a  u n iq u e  h yb rid  fo rm at th a t d em an d e d  
th a t th e y  som eh ow  b e  in  tw o  p la c e s  a t  
o n c e : o n  th e ir sc re e n s  an d  m aske d -u p  in  
th e ir c la ss ro om s, te ac h in g  som e  c h ild re n  in  
p e rso n , w h ile  o th e rs  le a rn e d  from  h om e . 

W h at s tru c k  u s  m o st w h e n  w e  lo o ke d  
to g e th e r a t  th e ir c o lle c t ive  re sp o n se s  w as  
n o t w h at w as  d iffe re n t n ow  (a lth o u g h  
th e re  c e r ta in ly  w as  p le n ty ), b u t w h at w as  
N O T  d iffe re n t. In  o th e r w o rd s, th e  k in d  
o f e x tra  w o rk  th a t b ilin g ua l te a c h e rs—in  
Te xas, C a lifo rn ia , an d  e ve ryw h e re—are  

d o in g  in  th e  fa c e  o f a  g lo b a l p an d em ic , an d  
th e  a c c om p an y in g  u n p re c e d e n te d  m o ve  
to  o n lin e  le a rn in g  is  m e re ly  a  d e e p e n in g  
o f th e  h e ro ic  an d  e x trao rd in a ry  w o rk  th a t 
b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  a lw ays  d o  o n  b e h a lf o f 
s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s : ad vo c ac y, a c c e ss, 
an d  e q u ity. 

O u r p u rp o se  in  th is  a r t ic le  is  tw o fo ld : fi rs t, 
to  a c kn ow led g e, d o c um en t, an d  h o n o r 
c ru c ia l w ays  b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  h ave  a lw ays  
e n g ag e d  an d  a re  c o n tin u in g  to  s te p -u p  
fo r b ilin g u a l fam ilie s  an d  c om m un it ie s  
a s  e ve ryo n e—and  e sp e c ia lly  La tin x  an d  
im m ig ran t fam ilie s—fac e  trem en d o u s  
c h a lle n g e s  am id st C O VID -19 . A n d  se c o n d , 
to  p ro p o se  w ays  w e  c an  h o ld  o n to  th e  
le sso n s  w e  le a rn e d  d u rin g  th is  c h a lle n g in g  
t im e . 

B i l in g u a l  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  
b r id g e s  b e tw e e n  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  l im i t e d  
f o rm a l  s c h o o l in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  t h e  
o f t e n -a l i e n a t in g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  f o rm a l  
U S  s c h o o l in g  s y s t e m s  (B a r t le tt  & G a rc ía , 
2011). H ow e ve r, n ow  fo rm a l sc h o o lin g  
s tru c tu re s  in c lu d e  an  u n p re c e d e n te d  
n um b e r o f te c h n o lo g y  to o ls  fo r o n lin e  an d  

h yb rid  te ac h in g  an d  le a rn in g . A t th e  s ta r t  o f 
th e  p an d em ic , th is  m e an t tro u b le sh o o tin g  
a c c e ss  to  c om p u te rs  an d  “q u ién  ten ía  
in te rn e t y  q u ién  n o  ten ía  in te rn e t  (Lo re n a ) 
[w h o  h ad  in te rn e t an d  w h o  d id  n o t h ave  
in te rn e t]” a s  w e ll a s  h av in g  to  le a rn  an d  
te ac h  o n lin e  “c o ld  tu rke y  (Lau ra ).” D u rin g  
th is  su rv iva l m o d e  p e rio d , th e  b ilin g u a l 
te ac h e rs  d e sc rib e d  d o in g  w h ate ve r th e y  
c o u ld  to  su p p o r t  th e ir fam ilie s—Lau ra  
e xp la in e d , “I g e t o n  th e  p h o n e , an d  I 
h e lp e d  th em , an d  w e  trie d  to  g o  s te p  b y  
s te p .” Th is  lo o ke d  d iffe re n t fo r e ve ryo n e—
sim u ltan e o u s ly  n av ig a tin g  th e ir h a rd sh ip s  
am id st th e  p an d em ic—as Lo re n a  ap tly  
re fle c te d , “Po d em o s ten er to d a s la s m e jo res 
in ten c io n es. S in  em ba rg o , lo s m a estro s 
e stá n  lim ita d o s co n  lo s rec u rso s q u e  tien en  a  
m an o  [We  c an  h ave  a ll th e  b e st  in te n tio n s. 
N o n e th e le ss, te a c h e rs  a re  lim ite d  b y  th e  
re so u rc e s  th e y  h ave  o n  h an d ].” 

W ith  th e  s ta r t  o f th e  2020-2021  sc h o o l 
ye a r, th e  te ac h e rs  d e sc rib e d  fe e lin g  m o re  
c o n fid e n t th a t th e ir fam ilie s  h ad  a c c e ss  to  
h a rdw are  an d  th e  in te rn e t. Th e ir d is tric t  
h ad  s te p p e d  u p  to  p ro v id e  h o tsp o ts  an d  
lo an  c om p u te rs. H ow e ve r, fo r E rik a  an d  h e r 

K a t h r y n  I .  H e n d e r s o n , P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f Te xa s-San  A n to n io

E r ik a  O r t e g a , M .A .
U n ive rs ity  o f Te xa s-San  A n to n io

D e b o r a h  P a lm e r,  P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f C o lo rad o –Bo u ld e r
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c o lle ag u e s, th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  2020-2021  
sc h o o l ye a r—u su a lly  sp e n t e s tab lish in g  
ro u tin e s  in  th e  c la ss ro om—be c am e  “Te c h  
101  fo r Fam ilie s,” e xp lic it ly  te ac h in g  an d  
in d iv id u a lly  su p p o r tin g  fam ilie s  to  u se  th e  
te c h n o lo g y  to o ls  th e y  n e e d e d  to  su p p o r t  
th e ir c h ild re n ’s  d a ily  sc h o o lin g . Ju an  
d e sc rib e d  h ow  “E l D ía  d e  M eet th e  Tea ch er 
[M e e t th e  Te ac h e r D ay]” b e c am e  “C óm o  
u sa r G o o g le  C la ssro om  [H ow  to  u se  G o o g le  
C la ss ro om ].” H e  e xp la in e d :

“O tro  re to  e s  q u e  lo s  p ad re s  o  
la s  p e rso n as  q u e  ayu d an  a  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  n o  e stán  fam ilia rizad o s  
c o n  la  te c n o lo g ía  q u e  e stam o s  u san d o . 
In c lu so  h e  te n id o  c om o  tre s  p ad re s  
q u e  m e  d ic e n  q u e  e llo s  n o  sab e n  
n ad a  d e  c om p u tad o ra s  y  q u e  e s  m u y  
e stre san te  y  q u e  n o  sab e n  c óm o  
[Ano th er c h a llen g e  is  th a t th e  p a ren ts o r 
th e  p eo p le  w h o  a re  h e lp in g  th e  stu d en ts 
a re  n o t fam ilia r w ith  th e  tec h n o lo g y 
w e  a re  u sin g . I’ve  h a d  a ro un d  th ree  
p a ren ts w h o  te ll m e  th a t th ey d o n’t kn ow  
a n yth in g  a b o u t a  com pu te r a n d  th a t it  
is  ve ry  stressfu l a n d  th ey d o n’t kn ow  h ow  
to  d o  it].” 

B ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  a re  h e lp in g  fam ilie s  
tro u b le sh o o t: H ow  d o  w e  lo g  in ? H ow   
d o  w e  u p lo ad  a  c h ild ’s  w o rk  to  th e   
w e b s ite ? H ow  d o  w e  fin d  th e  lin ks  fo r o u r 
v ir tu a l m e e tin g s? H ow  c an  w e  g e t a ll th e  
ap p s  in sta lle d ? 

O f c o u rse , fam ilie s  a c ro ss  th e  sp e c trum  
stru g g le  w ith  th e se  n ew  te c h n o lo g ie s—
bu t th e  b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  a ll ag re e d  th a t 
it  h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t ic u la r c h a lle n g e  (an d  
b u rd e n ) fo r m ig ran t fam ilie s, fam ilie s  o f 
lim ite d  m e an s, ru ra l fam ilie s, an d  fam ilie s  
w h o se  h om e  lan g u ag e  is  n o t En g lish . 
O n  th is  la s t  p o in t, in  p a r t ic u la r, a ll th e  
ap p s, a ll th e  in stru c tio n s, e ve n  a ll th e  
h ow -to  v id e o s  ab o u t th e se  ap p s  a re  in  
En g lish . E rik a  e xp la in e d  th a t sh e  an d  h e r 
c o lle ag u e s  le a rn e d  to  u se  S c re e n c astify  to  
c re a te  te c h  su p p o r t  th em se lve s  w h e n e ve r 
n e e d e d—in  Sp an ish . In  sum , b ilin g u a l 
te ac h e rs  h ave  ye t an o th e r “n ew  h a t” o r 
ro le : se rv in g  a s  IT  in  Sp an ish .  

B i l in g u a l  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a lw a y s  h a d  t o  
p r o d u c e  t h e i r  o w n  c u r r i c u la r  m a t e r ia ls  
in  S p a n i s h ;  i t  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  w a y s  
t h a t  t h e  h e g e m o n y  o f  E n g l i s h  in  t h e  
U S  d r i v e s  u s  t o  h a v e  t o  w o r k  h a r d e r  in  
t h e  b i l in g u a l  c la s s r o o m  (Am an ti, 2019). 
Bu t n ow , in  o n lin e  fo rum s an d  th e  m ass ive  
ru sh  to  p ro d u c e  a ll-n ew  o n lin e  c u rric u la r 
m ate ria ls  to  m e e t s tu d e n ts’ le a rn in g  n e e d s  
in  b ran d  n ew  m ed ia , th e se  in e q u it ie s  
a re  e xac e rb a te d . W h en  sc h o o l d is tric ts  
p u rc h ase  En g lish -b ase d  o n lin e  m ate ria ls  
fo r K-12  s tu d e n ts, th e y  a re  n o t a lw ays  
lo c a tin g  Sp an ish  e q u iva le n ts. Th e re  is  litt le  
ava ilab le  o n lin e  fo r Sp an ish  lan g u ag e  
a r ts  in  g e n e ra l, le t  a lo n e , fo r e xam p le , fo r 
m ath em atic s  o n lin e  in  Sp a n ish . 

W h ile  Te ac h e rs-Pay-Te ac h e rs  (a  p o p u la r 
w e b s ite  fo r sh a rin g  o f te ac h e r-p ro d u c e d  
c u rric u la r m ate ria ls) o ffe rs  a  w id e  ran g e  
o f m ate ria ls  fo r te ac h in g  En g lish  p h o n ic s  
o n lin e—and  m u c h  o f it  fo r fre e , Sp an ish  
m ate ria ls  a re  e ith e r u n ava ilab le  o r c a rry  a  
c o st. So  m an y  b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  h ave  h ad  
to  d ip  in to  th e ir ow n  p o c ke ts  o r o rg an ize  
fu n d ra is in g  e ffo r ts  th ro u g h  s ite s  su c h  a s  
G o  Fu n d  M e  in  o rd e r to  h ave  th e  m ate ria ls  
th e y  n e e d , a s  Ju an  d e sc rib e d : 

“Pu e s, p o r e jem p lo , h ay  u n a  m ad re  
d e  fam ilia  q u e  m e  p id ió  trab a jo  
e sc rito  e n  e sp añ o l y  yo  n o  te n ía  tan to  
trab a jo  e sc rito . En to n c e s  lo  q u e  h e  
e stad o  h ac ie n d o  e s  c om p ra r e n  e l 
in te rn e t d e  Te ac h e rs-Pay-Te ac h e rs  
c o sa s  e n  e sp añ o l e sc rita s, p a ra  q u e  
e llo s  lo  h ag an  e n  c a sa  [Well, fo r 
exam p le, th e re  is  a  m om  in  o n e  fam ily  
w h o  a sked  m e  fo r w o rk  w ritten  in  
Sp a n ish  a n d  I d id n’t h a ve  ve ry  m u ch  
w ritten  w o rk . S o  w ha t I h a ve  b een  
d o in g  is  b u yin g  o n  th e  in te rn e t from  
Tea ch ers-Pa y-Tea ch ers th in g s th a t a re  
w ritten  in  Sp a n ish , so  th a t th ey ca n  d o  
th em  a t h om e ].”

In  tru th , it  h a s  n o t b e e n  ju st  in  th e  a re a  
o f th e  te ac h in g  m ate ria ls  in  w h ic h  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  te ac h e rs  h ave  b e e n  
m arg in a lize d . E rik a  h ad  to  fig h t to  g e t 
an  o n lin e  sc h e d u le  th a t w o u ld  a llow  h e r 
to  te ac h  b ilin g u a lly. W h e re a s  g e n e ra l 
e d u c a tio n  c la sse s  in  h e r sc h o o l c o u ld  
h ave  o n e  o n lin e  te ac h in g  b lo c k , th e  
b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  n e e d e d  D e s ig n a te d  
En g lish  Lan g u ag e  A r ts  an d  Sp an ish  
Lan g u ag e  A r ts  t im e s. “I’m  k in d  o f a  re b e l 
h e re ,” E rik a  c o n fe sse d  a s  sh e  d e sc rib e d  h e r 
re le n tle ss  ad vo c ac y  to  g e t h e r b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts  a  sc h e d u le  an d  th e  m ate ria ls  
th e y  n e e d  an d  d e se rve .  

B i l in g u a l  t e a c h e r s  
h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  
c h a m p io n s  f o r  
t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  
b u t  n o w  t h e y  a r e  
v e r i t a b le  h e r o e s .
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B i l in g u a l  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a lw a y s  o ff e r e d  
a  h u m a n iz in g  p e d a g o g y  f o r  b i l in g u a l  
a n d  im m ig r a n t  f a m i l i e s .  R e la t io n s h ip s  
a n d  c o n n e c t io n s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  a t  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  c la s s r o o m s  t h a t  e n g a g e  
c h i ld r e n ’s  h o m e  la n g u a g e s  f o r  t h e i r  
le a r n in g  (G a rc ía , Jo h n so n , & Se ltze r, 
2017). Bu t n ow , b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  n e e d  
to  m ake  e x tra  e ffo r ts  to  re ac h  o u t to  th e ir 
s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s, to  ad ap t to  p a re n ts’ 
w o rk  sc h e d u le s  o r lo c a te  re so u rc e s  fo r 
fam ilie s  in  c ris is , to  se rve  a s  a  c o u n se lo r 
fo r c h ild re n  w h o  a re  e xp e rie n c in g  
traum a , an d  lis te n  to  an d  c om fo r t  fam ilie s  
e xp e rie n c in g  n ew  an d  u n p re c e d e n te d  
c h a lle n g e s. Th is  w o rk  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  
o n se t o f th e  p an d em ic  w ith  th e  c h a lle n g e  
o f c o n n e c tin g—lite ra lly  an d  fig u ra tive ly—
as Lo re n a  d e sc rib e d :

“La  c o n e x ió n  d ia ria  e s  im p o r tan te ; 
s in  em b a rg o , n o  se  lo g ra  s i lo s  p ap ás  
n o  e stán . A s í q u e  s ie n to  q u e  s í 
d e fin it iv am en te  la  p re p a rac ió n  p o r 
p a r te  d e  n o so tro s  e s  im p o r tan te . 
Te n em o s  q u e  a c om o d a r y  a ju sta r la  
in s tru c c ió n . [Th e  d a ily  co n n ec tio n  is  
im p o rta n t; h owever, w e  ca n’t a c h ieve  it  
if th e  p a ren ts a ren’t th e re. S o  I d efin ite ly  
fee l th a t p rep a ra tio n  o n  o u r b eh a lf is  
im p o rta n t. We  h a ve  to  a c com m oda te  
a n d  a d ju st in stru c tio n .]”

A ll o f th e  te ac h e rs  c a ll p a re n ts  to  m ake  
su re  th e y  a re  d o in g  o kay, p a r t ic u la rly  if 
th e ir c h ild  is  ab se n t. Th e y  kn ow  th e  u n iq u e  
issu e s  m an y  o f th e ir b ilin g u a l fam ilie s  
fa c e . E rik a  e xp la in e d  th a t if a  p a re n t is  in  a  
b in d , d e c id in g  w h e th e r to  h e lp  th e ir c h ild  
w ith  sc h o o l o r g o  to  w o rk  an d  p ay  th e  
re n t, sh e  n e e d s  to  b e  u n d e rstan d in g  an d  
c om p ass io n a te : “fle x ib ility  is  ke y.” A s  Ju an  
d e sc rib e d :

“H e  te n id o  o tro s  p ad re s  q u e , tam b ié n  
e so  e s  o tro  re to , q u e  e stán  d e liran d o  
c o n  p ro b lem as  p e rso n a le s, t ie n e n  
an s ie d ad , t ie n e n  p e sad illa s, n o  
p u e d e n  d o rm ir y  e so  le s  a fe c ta  a l 
e s tu d ian te  p o rq u e  n o  le  p u e d e n  
ayu d a r. [I h a ve  h a d  p a ren ts th a t, a n d  
th is  is  a n o th er c h a llen g e, th a t a re  
d e lirio u s w ith  p e rso n a l p ro b lem s, th ey 
h a ve  a n x ie ty, th ey h a ve  n ig h tm a res, 
th ey ca n’t s leep  a n d  th is  a lso  a ffec ts th e  
stu d en t b eca u se  th ey ca n’t h e lp .]”

E rik a  d isc u sse d  h ow  h e r sc h o o l d is tric t  w as  
in ve stin g  in  n ew  re so u rc e s  fo r s tu d e n ts’ 
so c ia l-em o tio n a l le a rn in g . Sh e  fo u n d  th e  
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re so u rc e s  an d  te c h n iq u e s  fo r b re a th in g  
an d  yo g a  u se fu l b u t re fle c te d , “Pa re n ts  
n e e d  th is  to o ! A n d , w h e re  is  th is  fo r th e  
te ac h e rs? [Th e y  a ssum e  th a t, a s  a  te ac h e r,] 
yo u  h ave  n o  fe e lin g s, yo u 're  a  ro b o t.” 

B i l in g u a l  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  
c h a m p io n s  f o r  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  n o w  
t h e y  a r e  v e r i t a b le  h e r o e s .  Th e  C O VID -19  
p an d em ic  h a s  take n  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n—
and  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  in  g e n e ra l—in to  
an  e n tire ly  n ew  an d  u n p re c e d e n te d  t im e . 
Am id st th is  n ew  an d  sh ift in g  re a lity  o f 
o n lin e  b ilin g u a l in s tru c tio n , th e  ro le  o f 
th e  te ac h e r h a s  n o t c h an g e d : te ac h e rs  a re  
a t  th e  h e a r t  o f n av ig a tin g  th is  u n c h a r te d  
te rra in . Th is  a r t ic le  d o c um en te d  th e  
w ays  b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  c o n tin u e  la  lu c h a  
[th e  s tru g g le ] fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  
ad vo c ac y, a c c e ss, an d  e q u ity. 

Som e tim e s  th e  m o st d iffi c u lt  an d  
c h a lle n g in g  s itu a tio n s  c an  b e  th e  o n e s  
w e  le a rn  from  th e  m o st. W h ile  n o n e  o f 
th e  te ac h e rs  th a t E rik a  sp o ke  w ith  w o u ld  
c h o o se  to  h ave  to  c a rry  th e ir s tu d e n ts  
an d  fam ilie s  th ro u g h  a  p an d em ic , th e y  
a ll ag re e d  th a t it  h a s  b e e n  a  sp ac e  o f 

le a rn in g— fo r th em , fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts, an d  
fo r th e  fam ilie s  th e y  w o rk  w ith—and  th a t 
it  h a s  c re a te d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r fo rw a rd  
m o vem en t, w h ic h  th e y  d o  n o t w an t to  
d isap p e a r a fte r th e  c ris is  e n d s. H ow  c an  
w e  m ake  su re  to  c o n tin u e  to  le a rn  from  
th e se  e xp e rie n c e s? In  th e  fu tu re , E rik a  an d  
h e r c o lle ag u e s  p lan  to  c o n tin u e  to  e n g ag e  
in tim ate ly, d ire c tly, an d  c o n tin u o u s ly  w ith  
fam ilie s  in  h um an iz in g  an d  p u rp o se fu l 
w ays. Th e y  h o p e  to  fin d  w ays  to  c o n tin u e  
to  u se  th e  te c h n o lo g y  to o ls  th e y  an d  th e ir 
fam ilie s  h ave  w o rke d  so  h a rd  to  le a rn  
in  o rd e r to  b rin g  sc h o o l le a rn in g  m o re  
fu lly  in to  th e  live s  o f b ilin g u a l fam ilie s  
an d  to  b rin g  fam ilie s’ live s  m o re  fu lly  
in to  th e  b ilin g u a l c la ss ro om . Th e y  h o p e  
th e  b ro ad e r c om m un ity  o f b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a to rs  w ill c o n tin u e  to  b u ild  an d  
sh a re  c u rric u la r m ate ria ls  th a t c an  e n g ag e  
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  an d  fam ilie s. D e sp ite  
th e  u n d e n iab le  c h a lle n g e s  an d  trag e d ie s  
an d  o u r e xh au stio n , w e  a lso  c h o o se  to  
lo o k  a t  th is  t im e  a s  an  o p p o r tu n ity  an d  a  
m o vem en t. It  is  t im e  fo r b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs’ 
vo ic e s  to  b e  h e a rd  an d  fo r th e  e d u c a tio n a l 
sy s tem  to  b e  c h a lle n g e d . Th e re  is  n o  g o in g  
b ac kw ard .
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T o b e  a t h om e  a s  m y  yo u n g e st so n  
b e c am e  a  se n io r in  h ig h  sc h o o l w as  
a  d e c is io n  th a t d id  n o t take  lo n g  fo r 

m e  to  m ake . I h ad  ap p lie d  fo r a  sab b a tic a l 
th e  ye a r b e fo re  th a t w as  g ran te d  th e  
fo llow in g  ye a r. Su p p o r tin g  m y  so n  a s  h e  
s tre sse d  o ve r an o th e r SAT  e xam , ap p lie d  to  
c o lle g e , c om p e te d  a s  a  se n io r o n  th e  h ig h  
sc h o o l sw im  te am , an d  c e le b ra te d  m an y  
a c c om p lishm en ts  w as  an  e xp e rie n c e  th a t I 
d id  n o t w an t to  m iss.

Th e  ye a r w as  se t  fo r m e  to  c re a te  la s t in g  
m em o rie s  w ith  m y  so n . I lo o ke d  fo r 
w ays  to  p lu g  m yse lf in to  h is  in te re st  an d  
a c tiv it ie s. A t fi rs t, h e  sa id  it  w as  ‘w e ird ’ th a t 
I w as  h om e  a ll th e  t im e , b u t so o n  a ll o u r 
in h ib it io n s  fe ll aw ay, an d  w e  se t  o ff  to  
m ake  it  an  u n fo rg e ttab le  ye a r.

A  n a tu ra l c o n n e c tio n  w as  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  b e  p a r t  o f h is  se c o n d  ye a r o f fa ith  
fo rm atio n  fo r ad o le sc e n t yo u th  th ro u g h  
o u r p a rish . Th e  p ro g ram  is  a lw ays  lo o k in g  
fo r vo lu n te e rs  to  te ac h , an d  s in c e  I w an te d  
to  b e  p a r t  o f th is  e xp e rie n c e  w ith  m y  so n , I 
s ig n e d  u p  a s  a  vo lu n te e r. I w as  c a lle d  to  b e  
an  in stru c to r o f s ix te e n  9 th  an d  10 th  g rad e  
yo u n g  m en  a c ro ss  va rio u s  h ig h  sc h o o ls  in  
th e  c ity.

Th e  e d u c a to r in  m e  c am e  o u t: p re p a re  
fo r th e  a c ad em ic  ye a r, c re a te  le sso n  
p lan s  fo r e a c h  w e e k  w ith  ro b u st le a rn in g  
o b je c tive s  an d  e n g ag in g  sum m arie s, h ave  
p le n ty  o f d isc u ss io n s, p ro v id e  c re a tive  
w rit in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s, an d  c o n n e c t th e  
c u rric u lum  to  th e  c o re  c o n te n t from  h ig h  
sc h o o l; an d  m o st im p o r tan tly, g e t to  
kn ow  m y  s tu d e n ts  o n  th e  ve ry  firs t  d ay  o f 
c la ss !

H ow e ve r, I so o n  le a rn e d  th a t th e  yo u n g  
m en  a ss ig n e d  to  m y  c la ss  h ad  ve ry  
d iffe re n t id e a s  ab o u t b e in g  in  an  e ve n in g  
c la ss  a fte r a  fu ll d ay  a t  sc h o o l. M an y  w e re  
t ire d  w h e n  th e y  a rrive d  an d  som e  o f 
th e  s tu d e n ts  c am e  d ire c tly  from  sp o r ts  
p ra c tic e  o r o th e r e x tra c u rric u la r a c t iv it ie s. 
O th e rs  w e re  lu c ky  to  h ave  h ad  a  sn ac k  o r 
d in n e r b e fo re  th e y  a rrive d , b u t m o st h ad  
n o t e a te n  s in c e  lu n c h  a t  sc h o o l. N o  m atte r 
h ow  e n g ag in g  m y  le sso n s  w e re , n o  
m atte r h ow  m u c h  p lan n in g  h ad  g o n e  in to  
m y  le sso n s, th e  yo u n g  m en  in  m y  c la ss  
d id  n o t w an t to  b e  in  an o th e r sc h o o l-like  
se tt in g . M o st c h a lle n g in g  w as  th a t th e  
s tu d e n ts  w e re  n o t c om fo r tab le  w ith  e ac h  
o th e r s in c e  th e y  c am e  from  d iffe re n t h ig h  
sc h o o ls. I n e e d e d  to  b u ild  a  c om m un ity  o f 
le a rn e rs  w ith  tru st  re la t io n sh ip s !

H av in g  w o rke d  in  e lem en ta ry  an d  
se c o n d a ry  c la ss ro om s, I kn ew  I n e e d e d  
to  c h an g e  th in g s  fa s t. A s  a  m o th e r o f 
tw o  yo u n g  m en  e d u c a te d  th ro u g h  th e  
p u b lic  sc h o o l sy s tem , I kn ow  w h at it  is  
like  to  te ac h  b o ys  in  sc h o o ls, p e rso n a lly  
an d  p ro fe ss io n a lly. B o ys  a re  d iffe re n t, 
e sp e c ia lly  d u rin g  ad o le sc e n c e , w h e n  th e y  
e xp e rie n c e  rap id  p h ys ic a l an d  c o g n it ive  
c h an g e s, an d  sc ie n c e  c o n firm s th a t th e  
ad o le sc e n t b ra in  is  n o t fu lly  d e ve lo p e d  
u n til ad u lth o o d  (Pap a lia  & M ar to re ll, 2015).

C u ltu ra lly, La tin o  ad o le sc e n t m a le s  va ry  
in  th e ir b ac kg ro u n d s, fam ily  s tru c tu re s, 
h om e  lan g u ag e s, th e  n um b e r o f m a le  
ro le  m o d e ls  in  th e ir live s, an d  m an y  
o th e r va riab le s  th a t sh ap e  th e ir c u ltu ra l 
id e n tity  an d  o u tlo o k  o n  sc h o o l. Bu t 
m o st im p o r tan tly, d u e  to  th e ir fam ily  
im m ig ra tio n  h is to ry, som e  ad o le sc e n t 
yo u th s  d o  n o t h ave  an y  c o n n e c tio n s  to  
th e ir p a re n ts’ h om e  c o u n try  o r e ve n  sp e ak  
Sp an ish  (Lo p e z , G o n za le z-Ba rre ra , & Lo p e z , 
2017). Th e  s tu d e n ts  in  m y  c la ss  h ad  fam ily  
t ie s  to  M é x ic o , E l Sa lvad o r, G u a tem a la , 
Pu e r to  R ic o , Te xa s, an d  N e vad a .

A s  I w o rke d  o n  g a in in g  th e  tru st  o f m y  
s tu d e n ts, I c am e  to  th re e  c o n c lu s io n s  
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Pe p p e rd in e  U n ive rs ity
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ab o u t te ac h in g  ad o le sc e n t m en  o f 
c o lo r, a ll b a se d  o n  re se a rc h  an d  ye a rs  o f 
e xp e rie n c e .

G e t  t o  K n o w  Yo u r  S t u d e n t s  T o  B u i ld  
a  C o m m u n i t y  o f  T r u s t i n g  P e e r s

Pa rke r Pa lm e r says, “We  sh o u ld  te ac h  a  
se n se  o f c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  c om m un ity.” 
(Pa lm e r, 2016). Ed u c a to rs  c an n o t 
u n d e rsc o re  th e  fa c t  th a t o n c e  yo u  c o n n e c t 
w ith  a  s tu d e n t, yo u  h ave  a  p e rso n  w h o  
se e s  yo u  a s  a  p a r tn e r in  th e ir e d u c a tio n a l 
jo u rn e y  an d  n o t a s  ju s t  an o th e r n am e  
o n  th e ir 9 th  g rad e  sc h e d u le . Tom  H ie rc k  
(2017) s ta te s  th a t a fte r m an y  ye a rs  o f 
te ac h in g  an d  w o rk in g  w ith  te ac h e rs, 
h e  h a s  c om e  to  se ve ra l c o n c lu s io n s  
re g a rd in g  th e  im p o r tan c e  o f p o s it ive  
te ac h e r an d  s tu d e n t re la t io n sh ip s. H e  
says  th a t s tu d e n ts  th a t fe e l c o n n e c te d  
to  th e ir te a c h e rs  “d isp lay  h ig h e r le ve ls  o f 
p a r t ic ip a tio n , c om fo r t, e n jo ym en t, an d  
a c c e p tan c e  b y  th e ir p e e rs, d em o n stra te  
h ig h e r le ve ls  o f so c ia l c om p e te n c y, an d  
e xh ib it  few e r in ap p ro p ria te  b e h av io rs. 
I h ave  ye t to  se e  a  s tu d e n t w h o  fe e ls  
c o n n e c te d  (to  a t  le a st  o n e  ad u lt) 
d isap p o in t” (H ie rc k , 2017).

W h en  I fi rs t  m e t m y  s tu d e n ts, I to ld  th em , 
“I am  n ew  to  th e  p ro g ram  an d  n ew  to  th is  
sc h o o l. Th e re  a re  ru le s  fo r th e  p ro g ram , b u t 
h ow  ab o u t w e  c om e  u p  w ith  ru le s  th a t 
w ill g u id e  o u r t im e  in  th is  c la ss ro om ?” M y  
s tu d e n ts  ag re e d , an d  w e  c re a te d  a  lis t  o f 
5  ru le s  sp e c ific  to  o u r c la ss ro om  th a t w e  

p o ste d  e ve ry  t im e  w e  m e t. Th is  a llow ed  
th e  yo u n g  m en  in  m y  c la ss  to  re v iew  th e  
g u id in g  p rin c ip le s  o f h ow  to  ke e p  e ac h  
o th e r sa fe  an d  e xp e c ta tio n s  fo r  
a c c e p tab le  b e h av io r.

It  is  a lso  im p o r tan t, n o  m atte r w h at 
su b je c t  yo u  te ac h , th a t yo u  se t  som e  t im e  
a s id e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f c la ss  to  d e b rie f 
w ith  s tu d e n ts, w h e th e r it  is  fi rs t  p e rio d , 
a fte r lu n c h , o r a fte r sc h o o l, an d  if n o t 
e ve ry  d ay, th e n  p ic k  a  d ay  o f th e  w e e k . 
I p ro v id e d  Po st-it® N o te s  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  
w rite  o n  b e c au se  th e y  a re  c o lo r fu l, an d  
th e y  g ive  ju st  e n o u g h  sp ac e  to  w rite  o n  
s in c e  th e y  c om e  in  a  va rie ty  o f s ize s. In  th e  
b e g in n in g , I p ro v id e d  a  w rit in g  p rom p t: 
“H ow  h as  yo u r d ay  b e e n ? W hy?” Th is  
p ro v id e d  th e  p a ram e te rs  an d  p u rp o se  fo r 
th e  e xe rc ise . A fte r th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  d o n e  
w rit in g , I m ixe d  th em  u p  an d  p la c e d  th em  
o n  th e  w h ite b o a rd . O n e  b y  o n e , e a c h  
s tu d e n t w o u ld  p ic k  an o th e r s tu d e n t ’s  Po st-
it  an d  re ad  it  to  th e  c la ss. W h e n  d o in g  th is  
a c t iv ity, b e  p re p a re d  to  re c e ive  a  m yriad  
o f re sp o n se s, som e  b e n ig n , o th e rs  m o re  
c h a lle n g in g  th a t re q u ire  th e  c o lle c t ive  
vo ic e s  o f th e  g ro u p  to  fin d  a  so lu tio n , a s  in  
th e  fo llow in g  re sp o n se  from  o n e  s tu d e n t, 
“H a rd , h a d  a  fu ll d a y o f sc h o o l, w o rked  a fte r 
sc h o o l, n ow  h ere, h un g ry.”  Th e  p rom p ts  
a lw ays  a llow ed  u s  to  h ave  re a l d isc u ss io n s, 
an d  in  th is  c a se , th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c re a te  
a  so lu tio n . M y  s tu d e n ts  re q u e ste d  sn ac ks  
rig h t b e fo re  o u r c la ss, w h ic h , fo r tu n a te ly, 
I w as  ab le  to  p ro v id e . S tu d e n ts, e sp e c ia lly  
ad o le sc e n t m a le s, w an t to  b e  h e a rd  an d  

w an t o th e rs  to  u n d e rstan d  th e ir s itu a tio n s. 
In  La tin o  c u ltu re , w e  a re  b e c om in g  b e tte r 
a t  a llow in g  a ll o u r c h ild re n  to  b e  h e a rd , 
e sp e c ia lly  o u r yo u n g  m en .

G i v e  A d o le s c e n t  M a le s  P l e n t y  o f  
S p a c e  t o  M a n e u v e r  A r o u n d  t h e  
C l a s s r o o m

If b o ys  d e ve lo p  p h ys ic a l an d  c o g n it ive  
a ttrib u te s  u n iq u e  to  m a le s, w e  sh o u ld  
m o d ify  o u r c la ss ro om s to  m e e t m a le  
s tu d e n ts’ n e e d s, e sp e c ia lly  ad o le sc e n t 
m a le s. O u r c la ss ro om s h ave  c h an g e d  ve ry  
litt le  in  th e  p a st  tw o  d e c ad e s, e sp e c ia lly  
in  u n d e r-re so u rc e d  c om m un it ie s. “Th e  
‘g ram m ar ’ o f h ig h  sc h o o lin g  h a s  s taye d  
fa irly  s ta t ic ,” says  Jo n a th an  Z im m e rm an , a  
h is to rian  a t  th e  U n ive rs ity  o f Pe n n sy lvan ia . 
“K id s  take  se ve n  o r e ig h t su b je c ts, th e  
m a jo r su b je c ts  h ave  s taye d  fa irly  s ta t ic , 
[s tu d e n ts] m o ve  from  ro om  to  ro om , 
sc h o o ls  b e g in  a ro u n d  7  o r 8  an d  e n d  
a ro u n d  3 .” (B a rn um , 2017). H ow e ve r, 
b o ys  n e e d  to  m o ve  a ro u n d , an d  
le sso n s  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  e xp e rie n tia l an d  
k in e sth e tic  le a rn in g  (G u rian  & S te ve n s, 
2004). B e  su re  to  g ive  b re aks, a s  lo n g  se a t 
t im e s  c h a lle n g e  e ve ryo n e . Im ag in e  o u r 
s tu d e n ts ! M a le  s tu d e n ts  in  ad o le sc e n c e  
n e e d  to  b e  a llow ed  to  m o ve  an d  p ra c tic e  
se lf-d isc ip lin e  in  th e ir m o vem en t. “Th is  
s tra te g y  is  e sp e c ia lly  u se fu l w h e n  m a le  
s tu d e n ts  a re  re ad in g  o r w rit in g—when  
th e y  te n d  to  tw itc h , tap  th e ir fe e t, s tan d  
u p , o r p ac e . Th e y  a re  o fte n  le a rn in g  b e tte r 
th an  if th e y  w e re  to  s it  s t ill, b u t te ac h e rs  
a re  o fte n  n o t tra in e d  in  in n o va tin g  tow ard  
m o re  m o vem en t in  c la ss ro om s” (G u rian  & 
S te ve n s, 2010).

Eve n in g  c la ss  w ith  m y  s tu d e n ts  b e g an  
w ith  som e  so r t  o f d e b rie f. A n  o p p o r tu n ity  
fo r m e  to  fig u re  o u t s tu d e n ts’ m o o d s  
an d  w h at w as  o n  th e ir m in d s  a s  w e  
tran s it io n e d  in to  th e  c u rric u lum . O fte n , 
th is  to o k  o n  som e  k in d  o f p h ys ic a l 
e xp e rie n c e : m e d ita t io n , m u s ic , m o vem en t, 
s tan d in g , o r sh a rin g . S tu d e n ts  th a t w e re  
w illin g  to  sh a re  o p e n ly  c o u ld  take  a  se a t 
w h e n  th e y  h ad  c o n trib u te d  an  e xp e rie n c e  
ab o u t th e ir d ay. W h en  yo u  h ave  a  tru st in g  
e n v iro nm en t, s tu d e n ts  w ill sh a re  w h at is  
b o th e rin g  th em  to  g e t th o se  c o n c e rn s  
o u t an d  m o ve  o n  to  th e  le a rn in g . We  to o k  
m an y  b re aks, w a lke d  a ro u n d  c am p u s, 
an d  c o n n e c te d  th e  o b se rva tio n s  to  th e  
c u rric u lum . D u rin g  o u r t im e  to g e th e r, 
th e re  w as  m u c h  m o vem en t th ro u g h o u t 
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th e  e ve n in g : m o v in g  c h a irs  tow ard s  th e  
so u th  w a ll to  se e  th e  p ro je c tio n  sc re e n , 
p u sh in g  th em  b ac k  to  fa c e  th e  fro n t fo r 
c la ss  le c tu re s, an d  a rran g in g  d e sks  an d  
c h a irs  in to  p o d s  fo r g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s. 
If w e  a c c e p t th a t th e re  a re  k in e sth e tic  
le a rn e rs, w e  n e e d  to  u n d e rstan d  th a t o u r 
c la ss ro om s a re  n o t s tru c tu re d  to  su p p o r t  
p h ys ic a l an d  a c tive  le a rn in g . We  sh o u ld  
m ake  a c c om m o d atio n s  in  o u r c la ss ro om s 
to  a llow  m o re  sp ac e  an d  m o vem en t so  
th a t ad o le sc e n t m a le s  c an  m an e u ve r 
a ro u n d  th e  c la ss ro om  sa fe ly  (B ru a ld i, 
1996 ; C h e n , 2019).

K n o w  T h e i r  I n t e r e s t s  a n d  C o n n e c t  
t h e  L e s s o n s  t o  T h e i r  L i v e s  a n d  
C o m m u n i t y  

F in a lly, in  a  w o rld  w h e re  e ve ry th in g  is  
rap id ly  c h an g in g , w e  n e e d  to  s low  d ow n  
to  g e t to  kn ow  o u r s tu d e n ts’ in te re sts  an d  
th e  c om m un it ie s  th e y  c om e  from . We  
c an  u se  th a t b ac kg ro u n d  kn ow le d g e  to  
b u ild  c o n n e c tio n s  to  th e  c u rric u lum  an d  
o u r s tu d e n ts, a s  th e  re se a rc h  o n  fu n d s  
o f kn ow le d g e  d em o n stra te s  (G o n zá le z , 
M o ll, & Am an ti, 2005). It  is  e sp e c ia lly  
c rit ic a l fo r ad o le sc e n t h ig h  sc h o o le rs  a s  
th e y  e xp e rie n c e  c h an g e s  an d  c o n c e rn s  
ab o u t th e ir w e ll-b e in g  an d  th e  fu tu re . 
Va lid a tin g  th e ir n am e , lan g u ag e , an d  
c om m un ity  c an  m ake  a  d iffe re n c e  in  
w h e th e r a  s tu d e n t w ill re sp o n d  o r re s is t  

yo u  a s  a  te ac h e r. Le a rn in g  ab o u t s tu d e n ts’ 
b ac kg ro u n d s  is  o n e  o f th e  firs t  le sso n s  
w e  h e lp  p re se rv ic e  te ac h e rs  u n d e rstan d  
in  o u r te ac h e r p re p a ra tio n  p ro g ram . 
Th e re  a re  m an y  w ays  to  d o  th is  g e n u in e ly  
an d  p ro fe ss io n a lly. S e ve ra l su g g e stio n s  
to  m an ag e  th is  fo r te ac h e rs  th a t fe e l 
u n c om fo r tab le  w ith  th is  typ e  o f e xe rc ise  
ad v ise , “A lth o u g h  yo u  d o  n o t w an t to  p ry  
fo r in fo rm atio n , th e  m o re  yo u  c an  fin d  o u t 
ab o u t w h e re  yo u r s tu d e n ts  c om e  from , th e  
b e tte r yo u  w ill u n d e rs tan d  th e ir s tre n g th s, 
n e e d s, an d  re a l-life  c irc um stan c e s. O n e  
w ay  to  fin d  o u t is  to  g e t to  kn ow  th e ir 
fam ilie s  – w h e th e r a t  sc h o o l, in  th e ir h om e , 
o r in  th e  c om m un ity.” (C o lo rín  C o lo rad o , 
2016).

Sh ow in g  yo u r s tu d e n ts  th a t yo u  g e n u in e ly  
c a re  is  an  e sse n tia l c om p o n e n t o f 
b e c om in g  a  te ac h e r (N o d d in g s, 2005). 
S tu d e n ts  kn ow  w h e n  te ac h e rs  an d  ad u lts  
in  th e ir live s  au th e n tic a lly  c a re  ab o u t th em  
an d  th e ir w e ll-b e in g . Th is  e xp la in s  w h y  
a  s tu d e n t w ill a c t  o u t in  o n e  c la ss ro om  
b u t b e h ave  d iffe re n tly  in  an o th e r o n e . 
W h en  o u r m a le  ad o le sc e n t s tu d e n ts  
c om e  to  c la ss, o n e  m in u te  th e y  a re  fin e , 
an d  th e n  th e  n e x t m in u te , th e y  a re  n o t. 
M o st s tu d e n ts  tr y  n o t to  s tan d  o u t, b u t 
kn ow in g  h ow  to  a c t  b e c om e s  m o re  
d iffi c u lt  w h e n  th e ir b o d ie s  an d  b ra in s  
a re  c h an g in g . In  o u r c la ss, I u se d  m an y  
o f th e ir sp o r ts  in te re sts, u su a lly  so c c e r, in  
o u r c u rric u lum . Q u e stio n s  like  “H ow  d o  
yo u  b u ild  te am wo rk?” o r “W h at h ap p e n s  
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when  a  te am  m em b e r is  n o t re sp o n s ib le ?” 
w e re  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r m e  to  d em o n stra te  
I kn ew  ab o u t th e ir in te re sts  an d  th e ir live s  
an d  I c o n n e c te d  th a t kn ow le d g e  to  th e ir 
le a rn in g . 

C o n c lu s i o n

A lth o u g h  I c o u ld  n o t fin ish  th e  a c ad em ic  
ye a r w ith  m y  s tu d e n ts  s in c e  o u r s ta te  
m an d ate d  s tay-a t-h om e  o rd e rs  d u e  to  
th e  C O VID -19  p an d em ic , I w as  ab le  to  
b u ild  a  c om m un ity  o f fi rs t-ye a r s tu d e n ts  
w h o  I h o p e  w ill re tu rn  to  th e  p ro g ram  th e  
fo llow in g  ye a r. A ll m y  ad o le sc e n t La tin o  
m a le  s tu d e n ts  kn ew  e ac h  o th e r ’s  fi rs t  
n am e s  an d  th e ir in te re sts  b y  th e  la s t  c la ss  
se ss io n . I re c o g n ize  th a t w o rk in g  in  an  
a fte r-sc h o o l e n v iro nm en t is  n o t th e  sam e  
a s  te ac h in g  in  a  se lf-c o n ta in e d  c la ss ro om  
in  a  sc h o o l. S t ill, th e  su g g e stio n s  o f c re a tin g  
a  c u ltu re  o f re sp e c t w h e re  s tu d e n ts  tru st  
e a c h  o th e r, p ro v id in g  sp ac e  fo r s tu d e n ts  
to  m an e u ve r, an d  sh ow in g  th em  w e  kn ow  
an d  c a re  ab o u t th em  w ill h e lp  a ll te a c h e rs  
p re p a re  to  te ac h  ad o le sc e n t m a le s.

M y  so n  an d  I h ad  m an y  d isc u ss io n s  ab o u t 
h ow  to  im p ro ve  th e  p ro g ram , an d  I lis te n e d  
a tte n tive ly  to  h is  su g g e stio n s  o n  h ow  to  
c o n n e c t w ith  ad o le sc e n t m a le s  in  h ig h  
sc h o o l. H e  a lw ays  te lls  m e  I w o rk  “to o  
m u c h ,” ye t a s  h e  tran s it io n s  in to  c o lle g e  th is  
ye a r, h e  sa id  h e  is  th in k in g  ab o u t a  c a re e r 
a s  a  h ig h  sc h o o l te ac h e r. It  w as  in d e e d  th e  
b e st  sab b a tic a l e xp e rie n c e  e ve r!

https://scholarworks.umass.edu/pare/vol5/iss1/10/
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/pare/vol5/iss1/10/
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/kinesthetic-children-and-the-right-education
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/kinesthetic-children-and-the-right-education
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/learning-about-your-students-backgrounds
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Min
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Min
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol6/604-gurian.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2017/12/20/hispanic-identity-fades-across-generations-as-immigr
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2017/12/20/hispanic-identity-fades-across-generations-as-immigr
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H o w  T e a c h e r s  
U n k n o w i n g l y  O r g a n i z e  
F a i l u r e  f o r  C h i l d r e n  o f  
C o l o r  b y  C r e a t i n g  Z o n e s  
o f  N e g a t i v e  D e v e l o p m e n t

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

S in c e  th e  la te  1960s, w e  h ave  b e e n  
e n g ag e d  in  e ffo r ts  to  im p ro ve  th e  
p e r fo rm an c e  o f p o o r c h ild re n  o f c o lo r in  
U .S . c la ss ro om s (se e  T it le  I, T it le  III, T it le  
V, an d  T it le  V II Fe d e ra l Le g is la t io n ; F lo re s, 
Te ff t C o u s in  & D ía z , 1991 ; F lo re s, 2005 ; 
Va le n zu e la , 1999). We  h ave  fo c u se d  o n  th e  
d iffe re n t w ays  te ac h e rs  o rg an ize  c la ss ro om  
le sso n s  fo r th e se  s tu d e n ts  b e c au se  th a t is  
w h e re  th e ir fa ilu re  o r su c c e ss  take s  p la c e . 
A s  Vyg o tsk ian s, w e  re ly  o n  Vyg o tsky ’s  
(1978) th e o re tic a l fram ew o rk  to  an a lyze  
an d  e xp la in  h ow  te ac h e rs  o rg an ize  
in stru c tio n  fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts  (D ía z  & F lo re s, 
1995). In  th e  p a st, w e  h ave  u se d  se ve ra l 
o f th e  e lem en ta l c o n c e p ts  o f h is  th e o ry, 
su c h  a s  th e  zo n e  o f p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t 
(Z O PD ), th e  law  o f c u ltu ra l d e ve lo pm en t, 
an d  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f o b u c h e n ie  (te ac h in g -
le a rn in g ) an d  v o s p i t a n ie  (u p b rin g in g ).

In  th is  p ap e r, w e  in tro d u c e  th e  c o n c e p t o f 
a  “n e g a tive  zo n e  o f p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t” 
(N Z O PD ) an d  e xp an d  th e  c o n c e p t o f th e  
zo n e  o f p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t (Z O PD ) 
to  d isc u ss  h ow  b o th  Z O PD s  an d  N Z O PD s  
a re  c re a te d  w ith in  c la ss ro om s b y  te ac h e rs  
an d  th e ir s tu d e n ts. We  a rg u e  th a t, u n like  
Z O PD s, N Z O PD s  c an  le ad  to  th e  a c ad em ic  
fa ilu re  o f b ilin g u a l La tin o  s tu d e n ts.

B a c k g r o u n d

In  sc h o o ls, th e  Z O PD  is  e xp la in e d  a s  a  
te ac h e r-in it ia te d  p ro c e ss  b y  w h ic h  th e ir 
le a rn e rs  a c q u ire  an d  in te rn a lize  n ew  
kn ow le d g e  p re se n te d  in  c la ss ro om  le sso n s. 
Vyg o tsky  d e fin e d  Z O PD  a s  “...th e  d is tan c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  a c tu a l d e ve lo pm en ta l 
le ve l a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  in d e p e n d e n t 
p ro b lem  so lv in g  an d  th e  le ve l o f p o te n tia l 
d e ve lo pm en t a s  d e te rm in e d  th ro u g h  
p ro b lem -so lv in g  u n d e r ad u lt  g u id an c e  
o r in  c o llab o ra tio n  w ith  m o re  c ap ab le  
p e e rs.” (Vyg o tsky, 1978 , p . 86 ). Sa id  m o re  
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd ly, th e  Z O PD  is  w h e re  a  
te ac h e r an d  s tu d e n t p a r t ic ip a te  to g e th e r in  
le sso n s  (te ac h in g /le a rn in g  so c ia l c o n te x ts) 
th a t w ill ad van c e  th e  s tu d e n t ’s  kn ow le d g e  
an d  d e ve lo pm en t. C rit ic a l to  th e  p u rp o se  
o f o rg an iz in g  a  p o s it ive  Z O PD  is  th a t it  h a s  
a  g o a l th a t in c lu d e s  th e  c h ild ’s  1 ) a c tua l 
le ve l o f d eve lo pm en t (kn ow led g e) an d  is  
2 ) o rg an ize d  to  m o ve  h im /h e r to  th e ir 
fu ll p o ten tia l o f kn ow led g e  a cq u isit io n  a n d  
co g n itive  d eve lo pm en t  (c .f., M o ll, 1990 ; 
& C o le , 1985). If a  le sso n  is  o rg an ize d  to  
a c c om p lish  th a t g o a l, th e n  te ac h e rs  a re  
o rg an iz in g  p o s it ive  Z O PD s. If th e y  d o  n o t 

h ave  su c h  g o a ls, th e n  it  is  like ly  th a t th e  
le sso n  is  N Z O PD . B e low  w e  w ill d e sc rib e  
h ow  a  n e g a tive  Z O PD  (N Z O PD ) m ig h t a lso  
b e  o rg an ize d  w ith in  th e  sam e  c la ss ro om .

A n  E x a m p le  o f  N a m in g  a n  N Z O P D  
a n d  C r e a t i n g  a  P o s i t i v e  Z O P D

In  a  p re v io u s  p ap e r (D ía z  & F lo re s, 2001), 
w e  sh ow ed  th a t m o st te ac h e rs  c o u ld  
o rg an ize  Z O PD s  th a t m o ve  th e  s tu d e n t 
from  o n e  le ve l o f kn ow le d g e  to  an o th e r. 
H ow e ve r, w e  d id  n o t e xp an d  e x te n s ive ly  
o n  h ow  th e  o u tc om e  o f th e  c o llab o ra tive  
w o rk  d o n e  in  th e  Z O PD  le d  to  g e n u in e  
g row th  a t  th e  h ig h e st le ve l o f th e  s tu d e n t ’s  
p o te n tia l. In  th a t p ap e r, w e  m o n ito re d  th e  
a c tiv it ie s  o f a  te ac h e r w h o  w as  c o n s id e re d  
o n e  o f th e  b e st  in  th e  sc h o o l d is tric t  
b e c au se  a t  le a st  75% o f h is  k in d e rg a r te n  
s tu d e n ts  a c h ie ve d  su c c e ss  in  re ac h in g  
th e  c u rric u la r g o a ls  se t  b y  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
s ta te  an d  d is tric t ’s  ‘sc o p e  an d  se q u e n c e ’ 
fo r k in d e rg a r tn e rs  a t  th a t p o in t in  t im e . A ll 
o f th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  Sp an ish -d om in an t 
c h ild re n  in  a  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram  w h e re  
th e y  w e re  u lt im ate ly  e xp e c te d  to  b e c om e  
p ro fic ie n t in  Sp an ish  an d  En g lish .

E s t e b a n  D ía z ,  E d .D .
B á r b a r a  F lo r e s ,  P h .D .
Pro fe sso rs  Em e rit i
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity-San  Be rn a rd in o
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O n e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ’s  e n d -o f -t h e -y e a r  
g o a ls  f o r  k in d e r g a r t e n s  w a s  t o  k n o w , 
r e c i t e ,  a n d  w r i t e  a l l  t h e  le t t e r s  a n d  
s o u n d s  o f  t h e  a lp h a b e t  in  S p a n i s h  a n d  
c o u n t  a n d  w r i t e  t h e  n u m b e r s  f r o m  o n e  
t o  t w e n t y .  U n k n o w in g ly ,  b y  f o l lo w in g  
t h e  ‘s c o p e  a n d  s e q u e n c e ,’ t h e  t e a c h e r  
w a s  a c t u a l ly  o r g a n iz in g  a  n e g a t iv e  
z o n e  (N Z O P D ). 

Th e  d is tric t  h ad  h ire d  D r. F lo re s  to  
h e lp  th e  p rim a ry  te ac h e rs  te ac h  th e  
c h ild re n  in  th is  sc h o o l b e c om e  b ilite ra te  
b a se d  o n  n ew  th e o re tic a l re se a rc h  an d  
p e d ag o g ic a l kn ow le d g e  in  p syc h o g e n e s is  
(Fe rre iro  & Te b e ro sky, 1979 , 1982 ; 
so c io p syc h o lin g u is t ic s  (G o o dm an , K ., 
1983  & 1996 ; Y. G o o dm an , 1980  & 1990), 
an d  so c io c u ltu ra l s tu d ie s  (Vyg o tsky, 1978 ; 
D ía z , M o ll & M eh an , 1986) re g a rd in g  th e  
te ac h in g , le a rn in g , an d  d e ve lo pm en t o f 
lite ra c y/b ilite ra c y.

In  h e r p re v io u s  w o rk  in  th e  Ph o e n ix  a re a , D r. 
F lo re s  h ad  w o rke d  w ith  te ac h e rs  to  d e ve lo p  
w ays  in  w h ic h  s tu d e n ts  in  k in d e rg a r te n  an d  
firs t  g rad e  c o u ld  le a rn  to  re ad  an d  w rite  
a lp h ab e tic a lly  in  e ith e r Sp an ish  o r En g lish  
b y  u s in g  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls, a  
p e d ag o g ic a l to o l fo r o rg an iz in g , fa c ilita t in g , 
an d  d e lib e ra te ly  m e d ia tin g  th e  te ac h in g /
le a rn in g  o f lite ra c y/b ilite ra c y  to  th e  
m ax im a l p o te n tia l.

W h e n  sh e  sh ow ed  th is  te ac h e r th e  A rizo n a  
b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs’ o u tc om e s, h e  w as  
in c re d u lo u s, b u t h e  g ru d g in g ly  ag re e d  to  
tr y  u s in g  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls  in  
h is  c la ss ro om . Th is  re q u ire d  a  c om p le te  
re -o rg an iza tio n  o f h is  c la ss ro om  layo u t an d  
sc h e d u le  th a t in c lu d e d  re sp o n d in g  to  e ve ry  
s tu d e n t d a ily. It  is  im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t 
it  o fte n  take s  re o rg an iza tio n  a t  a ll le ve ls  
to  g o  from  c la ss ro om  stru c tu re s  w h o se  
o rg an iza tio n  le ad s  to  th e  c o n stru c tio n  
o f n e g a tive  zo n e s  (N Z O PD ) to  o n e  th a t 
take s  s tu d e n ts  to  th e ir o p tim a l p o te n tia l, a  
g e n u in e ly  p o s it ive  Z O PD . M o re  im p o r tan tly, 
te a c h e rs  m u st a lso  b e  o p e n  to  n ew  
w ays  o f th in k in g  ab o u t th e ir s tu d e n ts’ 
a c tu a l lite ra c y  ab ility, p rio r kn ow le d g e , 
an d  d e ve lo pm en ta l lite ra c y  jo u rn e ys  in              
L1  an d  L2 .

H o w  I n t e r a c t i v e  D i a lo g u e  J o u r n a l s  
W o r k  a s  a  P o s i t i v e  Z O P D

In  Tab le  1 , w e  lis t  th e  e lem en ts  n e c e ssa ry  
fo r th e  c re a tio n  o f th e  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  

jo u rn a l to  o rg an ize  a  sy stem  w h e re  th e  
s tu d e n t an d  te ac h e r in te ra c t  w ith  e ac h  
o th e r an d  c re a te  a  so c ia lly  in te ra c tive  
“le sso n /so c ia l in te ra c tio n” w h e re  b o th  o ra l 
an d  w ritte n  lan g u ag e  a re  u se d  an d  w h e re  
b o th  te ac h e r an d  s tu d e n t re sp e c t e ac h  
o th e r ’s  lite ra c y  kn ow le d g e . Th e  s tu d e n t 
w rite s  in  h is  o r h e r w ay, w h ic h  m ay  ran g e  
from  u s in g  sc rib b le s  o r s trin g s  o f le tte rs  
to  re p re se n t m e an in g  (c h ild ’s  a c tu a l 
d e ve lo pm en ta l le ve l), an d  th e  te ac h e r 
re sp o n d s  u s in g  w ritte n  lan g u ag e  (w ith  
o ra l m e d ia tio n ) a t  th e  ad u lt ’s  w ritte n  le ve l, 
th e  p o te n tia l. Th is  is  th e  a lp h ab e tic  le ve l 
th a t is  th e  u lt im ate  g o a l fo r a ll s tu d e n ts. 
In  th e  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a l, e a c h  
m u st re ad  w h at s/h e  h a s  w ritte n  to  th e  
o th e r b e c au se  th e  te ac h e r d o e s  n o t 
u n d e rstan d  th e  sc rib b le s  o r th e  s trin g  o f 
le tte rs  re p re se n tin g  th e  m e an in g  o f w h at 
th e  s tu d e n t h a s  w ritte n  in  h is/h e r jo u rn a l. 
L ikew ise , th e  s tu d e n t c an n o t re ad  th e  
te ac h e r ’s  w ritte n  lan g u ag e . Th e re fo re , s/
h e  u se s  o ra l lan g u ag e  to  sh a re  a s  s/h e  
w rite s  an  au th e n tic  re sp o n se  in  fro n t o f 
th e  s tu d e n t a s  s/h e  w atc h e s. A s  a  lite ra c y  
d e ve lo pm en t to o l, th e  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  
jo u rn a l c re a te s  a  p o s it ive  zo n e  (Z O PD ) 
b e c au se  it  a llow s  th e  c h ild  to  u se  h is/h e r 
d e ve lo pm en ta l le ve l o f w ritte n  lan g u ag e  
in  so c ia l in te ra c tio n  w ith  th e  te ac h e r. In  
tu rn , th e  te ac h e r m o d e ls  th e  u se  o f w ritte n  
lan g u ag e  to  c om m un ic a te  a t  th e  p o te n tia l 
b y  d e lib e ra te ly  g u id in g  an d  m ed ia tin g  th e  
s tu d e n t le a rn in g  to  re ad  an d  w rite  a s  th e  
te ac h e r m ake s  v is ib le  h ow  o ra l an d  w ritte n  
lan g u ag e  a re  c o n n e c te d .

Im p o r t a n t  I n s i g h t s  A b o u t  t h e  
T e a c h e r ’s  R o le  i n  C r e a t i n g  Z O P D s  o r  
N Z O P D s

In  th e  c la ss ro om , it  is  th e  te ac h e r ’s  
re sp o n s ib ility  to  o rg an ize  p o s it ive  Z O PD s  
fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  th a t d e lib e ra te ly  fa c ilita te  
th e  ap p ro p ria t io n  b y  s tu d e n ts  o f kn ow le d g e  
an d  to o ls  th a t fu lly  d e ve lo p  th e ir p o te n tia l 
(th e  ad u lt  u se  o f th e  a lp h ab e tic  sy s tem ). 
H ow e ve r, if th e  Z O PD  is  n o t a t  a  le ve l a im e d  
a t  d e ve lo p in g  th e  s tu d e n t ’s  fu ll p o te n tia l, 
th e n  it  is  like ly  th a t a ll th a t t im e , e ffo r t, an d  
re so u rc e s  w ill b e  w aste d  in  an  N Z O PD .

M o st e d u c a tio n a l Z O PD s  o rg an ize d  b y  
te ac h e rs  h ave , a t  th e  ve ry  le a st, g o o d  
in te n tio n s  an d  g o a ls  th a t a re  a im e d  a t  
h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  ad d re ss  th e ir e d u c a tio n a l 
n e e d s  an d  to  g row  in  kn ow le d g e  an d  
c o g n it ive  d e ve lo pm en t. H ow e ve r, fo r 
c h ild re n  o f c o lo r, th o se  Z O PD s  h ave  to  
b e  an a lyze d  to  d e te rm in e  if th e y  su p p o r t  
s tu d e n ts’ w o rk  from  th e ir a c tu a l le ve l o f 
d e ve lo pm en t an d  le ad  to  th e  d e ve lo pm en t 
o f th e ir o p tim a l p o te n tia l.

It  is  im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t th e  tran s la t io n  
o f ‘o b u c h e n ia’ a s  te ac h in g -le a rn in g  c re a te s  
a  c rit ic a l sh ift  from  th in k in g  th a t te ac h in g  
is  o n ly  a  te ac h e r-le d  p ro c e ss  to  a  v iew  th a t 
te ac h in g -le a rn in g  is  a  jo in t  a c t iv ity  in  w h ic h  
th e  ro le  o f e a c h  p a r t ic ip an t (e .g ., te a c h e r 
an d  s tu d e n t) c o n trib u te s  to  th e  c re a tio n  
o f kn ow le d g e  in  c la ss ro om  “le sso n s,” su c h  
a s  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls. E a c h  

Ta b le  1

H o w  In t e r a c t i v e  D ia lo g u e  J o u r n a ls  W o r k

S u b je c t s :  S tu d e n ts  & Te ac h e rs

P s y c h o lo g i c a l  To o l s :  In te ra c tive  D ia lo g u e  Jo u rn a ls, O ra l & W ritte n  Lan g u ag e

G o a l :  D a ily  W rit in g , R e ad in g , an d  D raw in g  a t  th e  Po te n tia l, le ad in g  to  fu ll lite ra c y  
fo r s tu d e n ts.

R u le s :  S tu d e n ts  an d  te ac h e r e n g ag e  e ac h  o th e r u tiliz in g  th e  jo u rn a l u s in g  o ra l 
an d  w ritte n  lan g u ag e .

D i r e c t io n s :

• Th e  s tu d e n t c h o o se s  h is/h e r ow n  to p ic  to  w rite  ab o u t, d raw s a  p ic tu re  to  g o  
w ith  it , an d  th e n  w rite s  ab o u t th e  to p ic  in  h is/h e r ow n  w ay. R e ad s  w h at s/h e  
h a s  w ritte n  to  th e  te ac h e r. Th e  te ac h e r lis te n s  to  th e  c h ild  re ad  th e  e n try.

• Th e  te ac h e r th e n  re sp o n d s  in  w rit in g  to  th e  c h ild , an d  o ra lly  re ad s  h is/h e r 
w ritte n  te x t  sy llab ic a lly  a s  s/h e  w rite s  it  w ith  th e  c h ild  w atc h in g .

• Th e  te ac h e r re -re ad s  h is/h e r w ritte n  e n try  in  a  n a tu ra l flow  w h ile  sw e e p in g  
h is/h e r fin g e r u n d e rn e a th  th e  te x t. 

F rom  D ía z  an d  F lo re s, “L ite ra c y  D e ve lo pm en t o f B ilin g u a l S tu d e n ts” (1999)
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p a r tic ip an t m u st a c t ive ly  an d  e q u a lly  
re sp e c t e ac h  o th e r ’s  c o n trib u tio n , e a c h  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir ab ilit ie s.

D an ie l Ye e ’s  k in d e rg a r te n  te ac h e r w as  
o rg an iz in g  Z O PD s  fo r h is  s tu d e n ts, b u t 
th e  Z O PD s  h e  o rg an ize d  w e re  c re a te d  
o n ly  so  th a t h is  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  a c q u ire  
th e  ab ility  to  re c ite  an d  w rite  th e ir A BC s  
an d  to  c o u n t an d  w rite  th e  n um b e rs  from  
o n e  to  tw e n ty  b y  th e  e n d  o f th e  sc h o o l 
ye a r. A s  w e  sa id  ab o ve , th e  te ac h e r w as  
su c c e ss fu l b e c au se  75% o f h is  s tu d e n ts  
re ac h e d  th e  d is tric t  g o a l. H ow e ve r, b a se d  
o n  Vyg o tsky ’s  d e fin it io n  o f th e  Z O PD , 
c la ss ro om  Z O PD s  sh o u ld  b e  o rg an ize d  so  
th a t s tu d e n t ’s  a c tu a l le ve l o f d e ve lo pm en t 
is  re c o g n ize d  b y  th e  te ac h e r, w h o  th e n  
o rg an ize s  le sso n s  u s in g  so c ia l in te ra c tio n s  
th a t d e ve lo p  th e  s tu d e n t ’s  c o g n it ive  
d e ve lo pm en t an d  kn ow le d g e  to  h is/h e r 
fu ll an d  o p tim a l p o te n tia l w ith  re sp e c t to  
th e  a c q u is it io n  o f lite ra c y  kn ow le d g e  an d  
sk ills .

D a n i e l  Ye e —A  C a s e  S t u d y  o f  a  
K i n d e r g a r t n e r ’s  L i t e r a c y  J o u r n e y  
i n  L 1

D an ie l Ye e  is  a  k in d e rg a r tn e r w h o  is  in  M r. 
H e rn an d e z ’s  c la ss ro om . M r. H e rn an d e z  
re o rg an ize d  h is  c la ss ro om  to  in c lu d e  
in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls  in  h is  
c h ild re n ’s  d a ily  ro u tin e . Th e  fo llow in g  
tw o  jo u rn a l e n try  sam p le s  sh ow  th e  
b e g in n in g  an d  e n d  o f D an ie l’s  lite ra c y  
jo u rn e y  d u rin g  h is  k in d e rg a r te n  sc h o o l 
ye a r (m o n th ly  sam p le s  w e re  c o lle c te d  a ll 
ye a r lo n g ). (D ía z  & F lo re s, 2001)

N o tic e  th a t D an ie l d raw s a  p ic tu re  o f a  
m o u se  o u ts id e  o f h is  h o u se  (se e  F ig u re  
1 ). H e  w rite s  w h at ap p e a rs  to  b e  h is  
n am e  an d  th e  a lp h ab e t le tte rs  th a t h e  
kn ow s. W h en  th e  te ac h e r a sks  h im  to  
re ad  h is  s trin g  o f le tte rs  (D AN H EE ), h e  
re ad s, “Te n em o s  u n  ra tó n  e n  m i c a sa .” 
[We  h ave  a  m o u se  in  o u r h o u se .] Th e n , 
th e  te ac h e r p o in ts  to  o th e r le tte rs  w ritte n  
o n  th e  p ag e  an d  a sks  h im  in  Sp an ish , 
“W h at d o  th e se  le tte rs  say?” H e  says, 
“N ad a ! So lam en te  q u e ría  e sc rib ir la s  
le tra s  q u e  sé .” [“N o th in g . I ju s t  w an te d  to  
w rite  th e  le tte rs  I kn ow !”) 

In it ia lly, th e  s tu d e n ts  to ld  th e  te ac h e r th e y  
d id  n o t kn ow  h ow  to  w rite . Th e  te ac h e r 
e xp la in e d  th a t th e y  d id , b u t th e y  h ad  
to  w rite  “th e ir w ay ” an d  th e n  re ad  it  to  
th e  te ac h e r b e c au se  h e  c o u ld  n o t re ad  
it . L ikew ise , th e  te ac h e r w o u ld  re ad  h is  
w ritte n  lan g u ag e  a s  h e  w ro te  b ac k  w ith  
e ac h  c h ild  w atc h in g  b e c au se  h e  kn ew  
th e y  c o u ld  n o t re ad  h is  w ritte n  lan g u ag e  
ye t. A c c o rd in g  to  Fe rre iro  & Te b e ro sky  
(1979 ; 1982), D an ie l is  u s in g  a  p re sy llab ic  
w rit in g  sy stem  (h is  a c tu a l le ve l o f lite ra c y  
d e ve lo pm en t) th a t u se s  a  s trin g  o f le tte rs  
to  re p re se n t h is  m e an in g . B y  kn ow in g  th is  
th e o re tic a l kn ow le d g e , th e  te ac h e r c an  
n ow  n am e  e ac h  c h ild ’s  d e ve lo pm en ta l 
le ve l e ve ry  d ay  an d  o b se rve  h ow  
e ac h  o n e  d e ve lo p s  a c ro ss  t im e  to  th e  
a lp h ab e tic  le ve l, th e  p o te n tia l.

H is  te ac h e r th e n  w rite s, “Yo  te n ía  u n  ra tó n  
e n  m i c a sa , p e ro  lo  m até  c o n  u n a  tram p a .” 
[I h ad  a  m o u se  in  m y  h o u se , b u t I k ille d  
it  w ith  a  trap .]. A s  th e  te ac h e r w ro te  h is  
re sp o n se  an d  D an ie l w atc h e d , h e  w ro te  
it  in  a  sy llab ic  c ad e n c e  w ith  h is  o ra l 
sp e e c h  m atc h in g  e ac h  sy llab le  w ritte n . 
Th e n , h e  re re ad  th e  se n te n c e  in  a  n a tu ra l 
flow  sw e e p in g  h is  fin g e r u n d e r th e  te x t. 
Th e se  so c ia l in te ra c tio n s  a re  e sse n tia l. 
Vyg o tsky  says  th a t “kn ow le d g e  is  so c ia lly  
c o n stru c te d  th ro u g h  so c ia l in te ra c tio n s  
[an d  lan g u ag e  u se d  th e re in ].”

Fig u re  1 . D a n ie l Yee’s  first in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a l en try  in  S ep tem b er
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A t th e  e n d  o f th e  ye a r, D an ie l’s  jo u rn a l 
e n try  (F ig u re  2 .) sh ow s th a t h e  h a s  re ac h e d  
th e  p o te n tia l b y  n o t o n ly  u s in g  th e  ad u lt ’s  
w ay  o f w rit in g  s tan d a rd  Sp an ish , b u t a lso  
b y  u s in g  c ap ita liza tio n , sp ac in g  o f w o rd s, 
an d  p u n c tu a tio n  ap p ro p ria te ly ! H e  w rite s, 
“Yo  fu i a fu e ra  a  p a se a rm e  e n  m i b ic ic le ta .” 
[I w e n t o u ts id e  to  rid e  m y  b ic yc le .” H is  
te ac h e r re sp o n d e d , “Yo  q u ie ro  a rre g la r m i 
b ic ic le ta  p o rq u e  q u ie ro  p a se a r a  m i n iñ o .” 
[I w an t to  fix  m y  b ic yc le  b e c au se  I w an t 
to  take  m y  so n  fo r a  r id e .] B y  th is  p o in t, 
n e ith e r D an ie l n o r th e  te ac h e r h ave  to  re ad  
th e ir w ritte n  lan g u ag e  a lo u d ; in d e e d , it  is  
h a rd  to  te ll th e  w rit in g s  ap a r t. D an ie l h a s  
in te rn a lize d /ap p ro p ria te d  th e  “p o te n tia l,” 
th e  a lp h ab e tic  w rit in g  sy stem , an d  c an  
re ad  an d  w rite  Sp an ish  p ro fic ie n tly  in  th is  
so c io -e d u c a tio n a l c o n te x t.

T h e o r e t i c a l  K n o w le d g e  U n d e r l y i n g  
t h e  P e d a g o g i c a l  P r a c t i c e

A s w e  n o te d  ab o ve , w e  u se  Vyg o tsky ’s  
th e o re tic a l fram ew o rk  to  g u id e  o u r 
re se a rc h  an d  its  p e d ag o g y  in  te ac h in g /
le a rn in g  an d  so c io p syc h o g e n e s is  to  
n am e  th e  c h ild re n ’s  d e ve lo pm en ta l le ve ls. 
Som e  o f th e  ke y  te n e ts  o f Vyg o tsky ’s  
th e o ry  b e g in  w ith  th e  g e n e tic  law  o f 
c u ltu ra l d e ve lo pm en t. Th is  law  s ta te s  th a t 
“Th e  ve ry  m e c h an ism  u n d e rly in g  h ig h e r 
m en ta l fu n c tio n s  is  a  c o p y  from  SO C IA L  
IN TERAC T IO N S : A ll h ig h e r m en ta l fu n c tio n s  
a re  IN TERN A L IZ ED  so c ia l re la t io n sh ip s ; 

th e ir w h o le  n a tu re  is  so c ia l. (Vyg o tsky, 
1978). In  o th e r w o rd s, kn ow le d g e  is  so c ia lly  
c o n stru c te d  th ro u g h  so c ia l in te ra c tio n s.

Th is  m e an s  th a t so c ia l re la t io n sh ip s  a re  ke y  
to  in d iv id u a ls’ in te lle c tu a l, p e rso n a l, an d  
c o g n it ive  d e ve lo pm en t. Th e  ro le  o f p a re n ts, 
p e e rs, an d  te ac h e rs  is  v ita l to  in d iv id u a l 
d e ve lo pm en t. It  is  n o t ju s t  th a t th e  c h ild  
le a rn s  from  o th e rs  in  so c ia l c o n te x ts  an d  
d u rin g  so c ia l e xc h an g e , b u t ra th e r th a t 
th e  a c tu a l m e an s  o f so c ia l in te ra c tio n  
(lan g u ag e , g e stu re , e tc .) a re  ap p ro p ria te d  
(in te rn a lize d  an d  tran s fo rm ed ) b y  th e  
in d iv id u a l to  fo rm  th e  in tram en ta l to o ls  fo r 
th in k in g , p ro b lem -so lv in g , rem em b e rin g , 
an d  so  o n  (We r tsc h , 1985).

C la ss ro om  in te ra c tio n s  su c h  a s  d ia lo g u e  
(o ra l an d  w ritte n ) b e tw e e n  te ac h e r/
s tu d e n t an d  s tu d e n t/stu d e n t a re  a lso  
firs t  so c ia l an d  th e n  in te rn a lize d  b y  th e  
s tu d e n ts. Th e  m o vem en t from  th e  so c ia l 
p lan e  o f fu n c tio n in g  to  th e  in d iv id u a l 
in te rn a l p lan e  (th in k in g /th o u g h ts) o f 
fu n c tio n in g  re q u ire s  a c t ive  e n g ag em en t 
b y  c h ild re n  in  so c ia l in te ra c tio n  w ith  p e e rs  
an d  su p p o r tive  ad u lts  (i.e ., te a c h e rs). In  
so c ia l in te ra c tio n s, th e  c h ild  u se s  sp e e c h , 
g e stu re , an d  o th e r lan g u ag e  p ragm atic s  to  
re g u la te  jo in t  a tte n tio n , id e n tify  an d  lab e l 
o b je c ts, c la ss ify, e lab o ra te  e xp e rie n c e s, 
an d  o ffe r e xp lan a tio n s. It  is  th e  so c ia lly  
s itu a te d  u se  o f lan g u ag e  th a t e n ab le s  th e  
c h ild  la te r to  re c ap tu re , re fle c t o n , an d  

tran s fo rm  e xp e rie n c e  (Vyg o tsky, 1978  & 
1986 ; We r tsc h , 1985) b e c a u s e  la n g u a g e  
b e c o m e s  t h o u g h t .

T e a c h e r s  a s  S o c i o c u l t u r a l  M e d i a t o r s

Fo r Vyg o tsky, e d u c a tio n  (sc h o o lin g ) is  
n e c e ssa ry  to  a c h ie ve  th e  h ig h e st le ve l o f 
c o g n it ive  an d  p e rso n a l d e ve lo pm en t. We  
c a lle d  te ac h e rs  S o c io c u l t u ra l  M e d ia t o r s 
(D ía z  & F lo re s, 2001) in  th e  c la ss ro om  
b e c au se  th e y  c re a te /o rg an ize  c la ss ro om  
“le sso n s” th a t sh o u ld  b e  p o s it ive  zo n e s  o f 
d e ve lo pm en t (Z O PD s) fo r s tu d e n t le a rn in g . 
Th a t is  w h y  th e  te ac h e r p lays  su c h  a  c rit ic a l 
ro le  in  th e  live s  o f c h ild re n . A s  so c io c u ltu ra l 
m e d ia to rs  in  th e  c la ss ro om , te ac h e rs  
d e te rm in e  th e  va lu e  o f “le sso n” o u tc om e s  
b e c au se  s/h e  o rg an ize s   th e  a c t io n s  an d  
c u rric u la r a c t iv it ie s  in  th e  c la ss ro om . S /h e  
c an  o rg an ize  le sso n s  to  c re a te  a  p o s it ive  
zo n e  to  h e lp  s tu d e n ts  re ac h  th e ir o p tim a l 
p o te n tia ls  (Po s it ive  Z O PD ) o r, a lte rn a te ly, 
o rg an ize  le sso n s  th a t p la c e  s tu d e n ts  a t  
r isk  b y  w astin g  t im e  in  low -o rd e r le sso n s  
(N e g a tive  Z O PD s) th a t m ay  le ad  to  fa ilu re .

E x p la n a t i o n  a n d  R o le  o f  M e d i a t i o n a l  
T o o l s

In  F ig u re  3  b e low , w e  d e p ic t  th e  
fu n c tio n in g  o f a  Z O PD  b y  u s in g  a  
Vyg o tsk ian  Trian g le . Vyg o tsky  (1978) 
c o n s id e re d  th a t h um an  le a rn in g  an d  
c o g n it ive  d e ve lo pm en t a re  m ed ia te d  
b y  c u ltu ra l to o ls. Th e se  to o ls  c an  b e  
p h ys ic a l, su c h  a s  a  p ic k  an d  sh o ve l to  
tran s fo rm  b a rre n  lan d  in to  fe r t ile  e a r th . 
H um an s, h ow e ve r, u se  in te rn a lize d , 
p ow e r fu l, p syc h o lo g ic a l to o ls  to  e xp an d  
th e ir kn ow le d g e  an d  d e ve lo p  c o g n it ive ly  
(Vyg o tsky, 1986). H e  id e n tifie d  lan g u ag e  
a s  o n e  o f th e  m o st p ow e r fu l to o ls  b e c au se  
c h ild re n  in te rn a lize  th e  lan g u ag e  u se d  
in  so c io c u ltu ra l c o n te x ts. P s y c h o lo g ic a l  
t o o ls  a re  th e  sym b o lic  c u ltu ra l a r t ifa c ts—
sig n s, sym b o ls, te x ts, fo rm u lae , an d  m o st 
fu n d am en ta lly, lan g u ag e—th at e n ab le  
u s  to  m aste r p s y c h o lo g ic a l  fu n c tio n s  like  
m em o ry, p e rc e p tio n , an d  a tte n tio n  in  w ays  
ap p ro p ria te  to  o u r c u ltu re s  (Ko zu lin , 2001).

Th e  Vyg o tsk ian  trian g le  b e low  
d em o n stra te s  h ow  th e  Z O PD  fu n c tio n s  
w ith in  sc h o o l c la ss ro om s, su c h  a s  th a t 
o f D an ie l Ye e . A t th e  to p  o f th e  trian g le  
is  th e  te ac h e r, w h o , a s  a  s o c io c u l t u ra l  
m e d ia t o r , se rve s  a s  th e  o rg an ize r o f th e  
Z O PD . A t th e  le ft  c o rn e r is  th e  s tu d e n t w h o  
is  th e  s tu d e n t (le a rn e r) g o in g  to  sc h o o l to  

Fig u re  2 . D a n ie l Yee’s  fin a l in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a l en try  a t th e  en d  o f k in d erg a rten .
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b e c om e  an  ‘e d u c a te d  p e rso n ,’ o n e  w h o  c an  
re ad , w rite , so lve  m ath em atic a l p ro b lem s, 
c rit ic a lly  th in k , e tc . Th a t g o a l is  d e p ic te d  o n  
th e  rig h t-h an d  s id e  o f th e  trian g le .

Th e  ‘t im e ’ a rrow s sh ow  th a t th is  p ro c e ss  
take s  p la c e  a c ro ss  t im e . Th e  s tu d e n t 
p ro g re sse s  th ro u g h  th e  sc h o o l g rad e s  
w h e re  s/h e  a c q u ire s  th e  to o ls  n e e d e d  to  
b e  a  su c c e ss fu l, e d u c a te d  in d iv id u a l to d ay. 
H ow e ve r, w e  h o ld  th a t fo r m an y  La tin o  
s tu d e n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r sc h o o ls  
fa il th em  b e c au se  o f th e  n a tu re  o f th e  
“le sso n s” (Z O PD s  o r N Z O PD s) o rg an ize d  b y  
th e  te ac h e r a s  s o c io c u l t u ra l  m e d ia t o r .

Th e  te ac h e r is  a t  th e  ap e x  o f th e  trian g le  
b e c au se  s/h e  is  th e  m e d ia t io n a l  t o o l  th a t 
o rg an ize s  an d  p re se n ts  th e  c u rric u lum  th a t 
w ill b e  u se d  to  h e lp  th e  s tu d e n t b e c om e  
an  e d u c a te d , lite ra te /b ilite ra te  p e rso n . 
B e fo re  c h ild re n  g o  to  sc h o o l, p a re n ts  a re  
th e  m ed ia to rs. W h e n  th e  c h ild re n  e n te r 
sc h o o ls, te a c h e rs  a c t  in  lo c o  p a r e n t i s  
an d  c o n tin u e  th e ir d e ve lo pm en t (e .g ., 
o b u c h e n ie  an d  vo sp itan ie ). Th e  te ac h e r, 
a s  a  s o c io c u l t u ra l  m e d ia t o r , c an  b e  
se e n  a s  a  ‘to o l’ fo r te ac h in g . A s  su c h , 
th e y  h ave  a  g re a t re sp o n s ib ility. Th e y  
m u st p o sse ss  c u ltu ra l kn ow le d g e  ab o u t 
h ow  c h ild re n  a t  d iffe re n t ag e s  le a rn , 
d e ve lo p , an d  ap p ro p ria te  kn ow le d g e  
from  th e  c u rric u lum  fo r th e ir g rad e  le ve l. 
Te ac h e rs  sh o u ld  h ave  s ta te -o f-th e -a r t  
th e o re tic a l an d  p e d ag o g ic a l kn ow le d g e  
ab o u t lite ra c y/b ilite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t 
fo r c h ild re n  in  th e ir g rad e  w ith  re sp e c t to  
te ac h in g  re ad in g  an d  w rit in g .

In  som e  c a se s, th e y  m ay  n e e d  to  kn ow  
m o re  th an  is  re q u ire d  b y  s ta te  c om m o n  
c o re  s tan d a rd s  o r d is tric t  sc o p e  an d  
se q u e n c e  s tan d a rd s. Eq u a lly  im p o r tan t, 
te a c h e rs  m u st b e  ab so lu te ly  c om m itte d  to  
tre a tin g  e ac h  o f th e ir s tu d e n ts  e q u itab ly  
an d  p ro v id in g  e q u a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  
a c c e ss  th e  c u rric u lum . Th is  m ay  n o t b e  a s  
e a sy  a s  it  se em s b e c au se  som e tim e s  th e re  
a re  m an y  o th e r o b sta c le s, b o th  p e rso n a l 
an d  b u re au c ra tic , to  o ve rc om e  in  o rd e r to  
c re a te  a  p o s it ive  Z O PD .

P e r s o n a l  O b s t a c l e s  t h a t  C r e a t e  
N Z O P D s—"H a b i t u d e s "

In  a  p re v io u s  a r t ic le , w e  p o in te d  o u t 
lab e ls  an d  hab itu d es , a  n e o lo g ism  c o in e d  
b y  F lo re s  (1982) to  n am e  ‘h ab itu a lly  
u n e xam in e d  a tt itu d e s’ th a t te ac h e rs  m ay  
h ave  ab o u t La tin o , A fric an  Am e ric an , an d  
p o o r s tu d e n ts  (F lo re s, Te ff t-C o u s in  & D ía z , 
1991). Su c h  hab itu d es  an d  lab e ls  a re  a lso  
em b e d d e d  in  c u rric u lum , le g is la t io n , 
p o lic ie s, an d  so c ie ty. In  th a t a r t ic le , w e  
c rit iq u e d  th e  lab e l ‘a t  r isk ’ b e c au se  it  
p e rp e tu a te d  th e  lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu ra l 
d e fic it  m yth  ap p lie d  to  b ilin g u a l an d  
s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r.

H is to ric a lly, lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu re  h ave  
b e e n  id e n tifie d  a s  th e  “re a so n” fo r th e  
p o o r a c ad em ic  p e r fo rm an c e  o f b ilin g u a l 
s tu d e n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r (F lo re s, 
2005 ; Va le n c ia , 1997). Po ve r ty  is  an o th e r 
lab e l th a t h a s  b e e n  g ive n  a s  th e  re a so n  
fo r sc h o o l fa ilu re . If te a c h e rs  b e lie ve  
th e se  n e g a tive  hab itu d es  w h e n  th e y  

lab e l c h ild re n  o f c o lo r w h o  a re  p o o r o r 
b ilin g u a l o r En g lish  Le a rn e rs, th e n  th a t 
b e lie f s tro n g ly  affe c ts  h ow  an d  w h at 
th e y  te ac h . Th e se  n e g a tive  hab itu d es  a re  
w h at te ac h e rs  o fte n  u se  a s  an  e xc u se  fo r 
n o t te ac h in g  m in o rity  c h ild re n  to  th e ir 
fu ll p o te n tia l. “Th e y  d o  n o t kn ow  En g lish , 
so  th e y  w ill n o t b e  ab le  to  d o  th e  w o rk ." 
“Th e ir p a re n ts  d o  n o t re a lly  v a lu e  sc h o o l o r 
m o tiva te  th e ir c h ild re n  to  d o  w e ll.” “Th e y  
a re  ve ry  p o o r an d  la c k  e xp e rie n c e s.”

G ive n  th a t te ac h e rs  a re  a t  th e  ap e x  
o f th e  Vyg o tsky  trian g le  a s  th e  c rit ic a l 
so c io c u ltu ra l m e d ia to r o f c h ild re n ’s  
le a rn in g , th e se  n e g a tive  hab itu d es  a re  
ve ry  like ly  to  b e  w h y  te ac h e rs  fo c u s  o n ly  
o n  low e r-o rd e r sk ills  like  p h o n ic s  o n ly  o r 
ju s t  te ac h in g  iso la te d  vo c ab u la ry  w o rd s. 
C o n se q u e n tly, te a c h e rs  th e n  h ave  ve ry  low  
e xp e c ta tio n s  fo r th em . Th u s, th e y  o rg an ize  
te ac h in g -le a rn in g  “le sso n s” th a t fa il to  
ad d re ss  th e  a c tu a l p o te n tia l o f s tu d e n ts  
w h o  a re  b ilin g u a l, En g lish  Le a rn e rs, p o o r, 
sp e c ia l n e e d s, an d  A fric an  Am e ric an  
an d  th u s  fa il to  te ac h  th em  to  th e ir fu ll 
p o te n tia l.

H o w  I n t e r a c t i v e  D i a lo g u e  J o u r n a l s  
A c t  a s  a  T o o l  f o r  C r e a t i n g  P o s i t i v e  
Z O P D s

H ab itu d es  m ay  a lso  b e  em b e d d e d  in  s ta te  
s tan d a rd s  an d  sc h o o l d is tric t  p o lic ie s. Fo r 
e xam p le , fe d e ra l b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s w e re /
a re  c o n s id e re d  ‘c om p en sa to ry  e d u c a tio n ’ 
fo r th e  lan g u ag e  an d  c u ltu ra l d e fic its  o f 
c h ild re n  w h o  a re  n o t En g lish  sp e ake rs. Th e  
D an ie l Ye e  v ig n e tte 1 sh ow ed  tw o  d iffe re n t 
ap p ro ac h e s  to  te ac h in g  lite ra c y. B e fo re  
in tro d u c in g  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls, 
th e  g o a l o f th e  le sso n s  w as  g u id e d  b y  
th e  p e rsp e c tive  th a t o n e  o f th e  w ays  o f 
‘le a rn in g  to  re ad ’ b e g in s  is  b y  'le a rn in g  th e  
a lp h ab e t ’ in  k in d e rg a r te n . In  n o  w ay  d o e s  
th is  say  w e  sh o u ld  n o t te ac h  th e  a lp h ab e t 
b e c au se  it  is  e sse n tia l to  le a rn in g  to  re ad  
an d  w rite . H ow e ve r, th a t g o a l, a s  se t  b y  th e  
d is tric t  “sc o p e  an d  se q u e n c e” re q u irem en ts  
a t  th a t t im e , w as  low e r th an  th e y  m ig h t 
h ave  b e e n  a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  re se a rc h  
(Y. G o o dm an , 1980  & 1990 ; Fe rre iro  & 
Te b o ro sky, 1979  & 1984 ; F lo re s, 1984 , 1988 , 
1990 , 1995 ; an d  D ía z  & F lo re s, 2001). Th u s, 
w e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th o se  le sso n s  c re a te d  a  
“n e g a tive  zo n e  o f p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t” 
(N Z O PD ) b e c au se  a ll le sso n s  w e re  c re a te d  
to  ad d re ss  a  g o a l th a t w as  fa r b e low  
th e  c h ild re n ’s  p o te n tia l w ith  re sp e c t to  
lite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t, a s  e v id e n c e d  b y  th e  

Fig u re  3 . Tea c h er a s S o c io c u ltu ra l M ed ia to r



2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  9 7 T e a c h i n g  a n d  L e a r n i n g

D an ie l Ye e  c a se  s tu d y. H is  c a se  s tu d y  
e xem p lifie s  h u n d re d s  o f th o u san d s  o f 
c h ild re n ’s  lite ra c y  jo u rn e ys  in  Sp an ish  
an d  En g lish .

Th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f in te ra c tive  
d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls  m ad e  a  s ig n ific an t 
im p ro vem en t in  c h ild re n ’s  
d e ve lo pm en t a s  w rite rs/re ad e rs. 
D an ie l Ye e ’s  p ro g re ss  w as  im p re ss ive , 
g o in g  from  firs t  u s in g  s trin g s  o f 
le tte rs  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  
sc h o o l ye a r to  re p re se n t m e an in g  
an d , th e n  a c ro ss  th e  sc h o o l ye a r, 
w rit in g  c om p le te  se n te n c e s  w ith  
ap p ro p ria te  p u n c tu a tio n  an d  
c ap ita liza tio n  in  Sp an ish  b y  th e  e n d  o f 
k in d e rg a r te n . (F ig u re s  2  & 3  h e re ) Th is  
a c c om p lishm en t re fle c ts  im p o r tan t 
th e o re tic a l c h an g e s  in  lite ra c y/
b ilite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t an d  th e  ag e  a t  
w h ic h  c h ild re n  c an  b e g in  to  e n g ag e  
in  re ad in g /w rit in g  d e ve lo pm en t, an d  
a  Vyg o tsk ian  u n d e rstan d in g  o f th e  
te ac h in g -le a rn in g  p ro c e ss.

Th e  d a ily  u se  o f in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  
jo u rn a l c re a te s  a  p o s it ive  zo n e  o f 
p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t (Z O PD ) b e c au se  
it  te a c h e s  to  th e  c h ild ’s  fu ll p o te n tia l a t  
th a t p o in t in  h is  lite ra c y  d e ve lo pm en t. 
A s  n o te d  b y  h is  jo u rn a l sam p le s, 
D an ie l Ye e  m o ve d  from  h is  p re sy llab ic  
le ve l o f u n d e rs tan d in g  ab o u t lite ra c y  
(u s in g  ran d om  le tte rs  from  th e  
a lp h ab e t) to  h is  fu ll p o te n tia l o f u s in g  
w ritte n  lan g u ag e  a lp h ab e tic a lly  a s  a  
to o l to  c om m un ic a te  b y  th e  e n d  o f 
k in d e rg a r te n .

T h e  Im p o r t a n c e  o f  T e a c h e r s ’ 
T h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  P e d a g o g i c a l  
K n o w le d g e

Te ac h e rs  h ave  sp e n t c o p io u s  
c o p io u s  am o u n ts  o f t im e  le a rn in g  
th e ir p ro fe ss io n . D e p e n d in g  o n  th e  
g rad e  le ve l th a t th e y  te ac h , te ac h e rs  
m u st a c q u ire  in -d e p th  kn ow le d g e , 
n o t o n ly  ab o u t th e  su b je c t  m atte r 
th e y  w ill te a c h , b u t a lso  h ow  th e  
le a rn e r “c om e s  to  kn ow ” th ro u g h  th e  
te ac h in g /le a rn in g  p ro c e ss. We  a re  
c om p le te ly  c e r ta in  th a t te ac h e rs  d o  n o t 
d e lib e ra te ly  se t  o u t to  c re a te  “n e g a tive  
zo n e s  o f d e ve lo pm en t” (N Z O PD ). Bu t 
th e  fa c t  th a t th e y  u n kn ow in g ly  d o , 
ju s t  a s  D an ie l Ye e ’s  te ac h e r d id , g ive s  
u s  a  c h an c e  to  d isc u ss  h ow  N Z O PD s  

in  c la ss ro om s c an  b e  p re ve n te d  o r a t  
th e  ve ry  le a st  re d u c e d . It  is  im p o r tan t 
to  n o te  th a t te ac h e rs  d o  n o t o rg an ize  
N Z O PD s  o u t o f m a lic io u s  o r d e lib e ra te  
in te n t.

F irs t, s ta te d  s im p ly, yo u  c an ’t  te ac h  
w h at yo u  d o n ’t  kn ow . S e c o n d , te ac h e rs  
m u st n o t o n ly  le a rn  su b je c t  m atte r ; 
th e y  m u st a lso  le a rn  h ow  to  te ac h  it  
to  th e ir s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  p o te n tia l, an d  
le a rn  h ow  th e  s tu d e n ts  “c om e  to  kn ow .” 
A n d  th ird , te ac h e rs  m u st b e  w illin g  to  
tr y  o u t n ew  w ays  o f te ac h in g  an d  u se  
n ew  kn ow le d g e  in  th e ir c la ss ro om s.

D an ie l Ye e  an d  h is  te ac h e r h e lp  u s  to  
se e  h ow  th a t m ig h t h ap p e n . It  to o k  
som e  c o u rag e  an d  tru st  to  b e  w illin g  
to  tr y  o u t in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls, 
e sp e c ia lly  s in c e  it  w o u ld  re q u ire  a  
c om p le te  p h ys ic a l re o rg an iza tio n  o f h is  
c la ss, ad ju stm en t to  th e  d a ily  sc h e d u le , 
an d  take  m o re  o f h is  t im e  to  w o rk  w ith  
in d iv id u a l s tu d e n ts  th an  h e  h ad  b e fo re  
th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  
jo u rn a ls. It  w as  n o t e a sy, b u t h e  w as  
w illin g  to  tr y  it  fo r th e  sake  o f h is  
s tu d e n ts. D an ie l Ye e  is  th e  e xem p la r fo r 
th e  e ffe c tive n e ss  o f in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  
jo u rn a ls. So , b y  h av in g  th e  c o u rag e  
to  take  risks  an d  tr y  n ew  th in g s  in  th e  
c la ss ro om , te ac h e rs  m ig h t h ave  a  b ig  
p ayo ff  fo r th e ir s tu d e n ts.

S u m m a r y  o f  Im p o r t a n t  
R e v e la t i o n s

Re se a rc h  o n  th e  e d u c a tio n a l im p ac t 
o f in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a ls, 
w h ic h  w e re  s tro n g ly  g ro u n d e d  in  th e  
th e o re tic a l v iew s  o f Y. G o o dm an  (1980 ; 
1990), Vyg o tsky  (1978), Fe rrie ro  & 
Te b o ro sky  (1979 ; 1982), F lo re s  (1988 ; 
1990 ; 2007 ; 2009) an d  D ía z  & F lo re s  
(2001) h ave  sh ow n  th a t c h ild re n  a t  
k in d e rg a r te n  ag e  a re  ab le  to  u se  th e  
kn ow le d g e  o f lite ra c y  (th e  a lp h ab e tic  
sy s tem ) th a t th e y  h ave  a c q u ire d  in  
th e ir c u ltu ra l an d  fam ilia l se tt in g s  
in  c la ss ro om  le sso n s. Th is  p rio r 
kn ow le d g e  g ive s  th em  a  suffi c ie n t b a se  
ab o u t a lp h ab e tic  te x t  to  b e  ab le  to  
le a rn  h ow  to  w rite /re ad  b y  th e  e n d  o f 
k in d e rg a r te n .

Th e  m a jo r p o in t th a t w e  a re  m ak in g  
in  th is  a r t ic le  is  th a t it  is  c e r ta in ly  th e  
c a se  th a t a ll te a c h e rs  c an  o rg an ize  
c la ss ro om  le sso n s, e .g ., Z O PD s, to  
te ac h  s tu d e n ts  to  re ac h  d is tric t  g o a ls. 
H ow e ve r, w e  u se d  th e  b rie f v ig n e tte  
from  o u r s tu d y  to  d em o n stra te  th a t 
it  is  n o t ju s t  im p o r tan t to  o rg an ize  
p o s it ive  Z O PD s  in  th e  c la ss ro om ; th e y  
m u st a lso  ad d re ss  th e  s tu d e n ts’ a c tua l 
an d  p o ten tia l le ve l o f d eve lo pm en t . S o , 
th e  q u e stio n  th a t te ac h e rs  n e e d  to  a sk  
th em se lve s  is , “D o e s  th is  le sso n  h ave  a  
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g o a l th a t s ta r ts  a t  th e  s tu d e n ts’ a c tu a l le ve l 
o f kn ow le d g e , an d  d o e s  it  o rg an ize  le sso n s  
th a t c re a te  p o s it ive  Z O PD s, so  th a t m y  
s tu d e n ts  ad van c e  th e ir le ve l o f kn ow le d g e  
to  th e ir d e ve lo pm en ta l p o te n tia l?" If th e  
le sso n  d o e s  n o t, th e n  th e  le sso n  is  h ig h ly  
like ly  to  b e  a  N Z O PD .

D an ie l Ye e ’s  te ac h e r o rg an ize d  g o o d  
le sso n s. H ow e ve r, th e y  w e re  n o t o rg an ize d  
so  th a t h is  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  re ac h  th e ir 
h ig h e st p o te n tia l w ith  re sp e c t to  le a rn in g  
h ow  to  re ad  an d  w rite . Th e  le sso n s’ g o a ls  
w e re  to o  low  fo r s tu d e n ts’ a c tu a l le ve l o f 
d e ve lo pm en t (e .g ., th e ir a c tu a l kn ow le d g e  
o f u s in g  th e  a lp h ab e t to  w rite  an d  re ad ). 
Te ac h in g  a t  th e  s tu d e n ts’ d e ve lo pm en ta l 
le ve l o n ly  ke e p s  th em  th e re . Fo r th a t 
re a so n , w e  c o n s id e re d  h is  c la ss ro om  
le sso n s  to  b e  n e g a tive  Z O PD s, w h ic h  c an  
u lt im ate ly  le ad  to  e d u c a tio n a l fa ilu re  fo r 
p o o r s tu d e n ts  an d  s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r.

We  h ave  re lie d  o n  Vyg o tsk ian  th e o ry, 
p a r t ic u la rly  h is  c o n c e p t o f th e  zo n e  o f 
p ro x im a l d e ve lo pm en t (Z O PD ), to  h e lp  
an a lyze  c la ss ro om  ac tiv it ie s  an d  th e ir 
c o n trib u tio n  to  s tu d e n ts’ c o g n it ive  an d  
p e rso n a l d e ve lo pm en t. A d d it io n a lly, w e  
va lu e  th e  w ays  in  w h ic h  h is  v iew  o f h o w  
la n g u a g e  u s e d  in  so c io -e d u c a tio n a l 
c o n te x ts  l e a d s  t o  its  i n t e r n a l i z a t io n  
t o  b e c o m e  t h o u g h t . A s  c an  b e  se e n , 
th e  in te ra c tive  d ia lo g u e  jo u rn a l c am e  
from  im m en se  th e o re tic a l an d  p ra c tic a l 
kn ow le d g e  p lu s  c re a tive  g e n iu s. A s  m y  
p h ilo so p h y  p ro fe sso r u se d  to  say, ‘It ’s  n o t 
n o th in g .”

N o te s

1It  is  im p o r tan t to  n o te  th a t th is  v ig n e tte  is  m e an t to  b e  an  e xam p le  o f h ow  n e g a tive  zo n e s  a re  o rg an ize d  d u e  to  
so c io -h is to ric a l e ve n ts. Th e  e xam p le  d e sc rib e d  h e re  is  b a se d  o n  w o rk  d o n e  th ir ty-five  ye a rs  ag o  an d  b ase d  o n  th e  
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  S c o p e  an d  Se q u e n c e  a t  th a t t im e . Im p o r tan tly, it  in  n o  w ay  a ss ig n s  re sp o n s ib ility  to  th e  te ac h e r 
b e c au se , like  e ve ry  te ac h e r, h e  w as  te ac h in g  to  th e  sc o p e  an d  se q u e n c e  an d  d o in g  it  ve ry  w e ll. Th an kfu lly  w e  h ave  
ad van c e d  fa r b e yo n d  th o se  ‘s tan d a rd s.’
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e n  l a s  C a l i f o r n i a s :  M i g r a n t e s ,  i n m i g r a n t e s  y  o t r o s  
t r a n s n a c i o n a l e s

E l  c o n t e x t o  d e  l o s  i n m ig r a n t e s  
c a l i f o r n i a n o s

Lo s  e s tu d ian te s  re c ié n  lle g ad o s  a ltam en te  
a fe c tad o s  p o r la  p an d em ia  d e  C O VID -19  
v ive n  e n  d o s  C a lifo rn ia s  (B a rrio s  & Ló p e z  
Ló p e z , 2019). A  p e sa r d e  la s  a c tu a le s  
c ris is  e c o n óm ic a s  y  san ita ria s  q u e  
a fe c tan  a l m u n d o , o  a  m en u d o  d e b id o  
a  e se  su frim ie n to , la s  fam ilia s  c ru zan  
d ia riam en te  la s  fro n te ra s  in te rn ac io n a le s  
e n  g ran  n úm e ro . A u n q u e  C a lifo rn ia  
h a  se rv id o  h is tó ric am en te  c om o  u n  
d e stin o  p rin c ip a l p a ra  la s  p e rso n as  d e  
o tro s  p a íse s  q u e  b u sc an  o p o r tu n id ad e s, 
su  e s tad o  h e rm an o , B a ja  C a lifo rn ia , e s  
ig u a lm en te  u n  lu g a r d e  e le c c ió n  p a ra  lo s  
inm ig ran te s  in te rn ac io n a le s. N o  o b stan te , 
lo s  e d u c ad o re s  d e  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s, 
c o n  d em as iad a  fre c u e n c ia , n o  se  d an  
c u e n ta  d e  q u e  M é x ic o  tam b ié n  re c ib e  d e  
m an e ra  s im ila r a  lo s  re fu g iad o s  d e  to d o  
e l m u n d o . D e  h e c h o , e n  la s  e sc u e la s  d e  
B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  h ay  m u c h o s  an g lo p a rlan te s  

n a tivo s  n ac id o s  e n  C a lifo rn ia  y  c riad o s  
e n  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s  q u e  ah o ra  se  
c u e n tan  e n tre  la s  d e c e n as  d e  m ile s  d e  
tran sn ac io n a le s  q u e  v ive n  e n  M é x ic o . 

A c tu a lm en te , e n  to d o  e l m u n d o , la s  
e sc u e la s  d e  lo s  p a íse s  m ás  d e sa rro llad o s  
e s tán  e xp e rim en tan d o  u n  aum en to  
d e  e stu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s ; 
lle g an  e n  b u sc a  d e  a s ilo , d e  v iab ilid ad  
e c o n óm ic a  e  in c lu so , d e  su p e rv ive n c ia  
b á s ic a  d e  la s  g u e rra s, lo s  tra s to rn o s  
p o lít ic o s  o  la s  c a tá stro fe s  q u e  se  d e rivan  
p ro g re s ivam en te  d e l c am b io  c lim átic o . 
En  c o n se c u e n c ia , la  c om p re n s ió n  d e  la  
id e n tid ad  y  la s  in te n sa s  n e c e s id ad e s  d e  
lo s  e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s  e s  v ita l 
p a ra  lo s  e d u c ad o re s  d e  am b o s  lad o s  d e  
la  fro n te ra  d e  C a lifo rn ia . Lo s  d ire c t ivo s  y  
m ae stro s  d e  e sc u e la s  y  d is trito s  p u e d e n  
re fe rirse  a  e s to s  e s tu d ian te s  c o n  o tro s  
d e sc rip to re s, c om o  "inm ig ran te s", 
"re c ié n  lle g ad o s" y  "m ig ran te s". En  la  
in ve stig ac ió n  so b re  e d u c ac ió n , "e stu d ian te  

m ig ran te  in te rn ac io n a l" e s  e l té rm in o  
m ás  c om ú n  q u e  se  u tiliza  p a ra  id e n tific a r 
a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s  
q u e  se  d e sp la zan  e n tre  p a íse s. C ad a  
n om en c la tu ra  re la c io n a  la  im p o r tan c ia  
d e  m an te n e r u n a  p e rsp e c tiv a  g lo b a l/
h is tó ric a /m u ltilin g ü e /m u ltic u ltu ra l. M ás  
a llá  d e  la s  m e ra s  e t iq u e ta s, lo s  e d u c ad o re s  
d e  am b as  C a lifo rn ia s  d e b e n  re c o n o c e r e l 
c o n te x to  m ás  am p lio  d e  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  
tran sn ac io n a le s  p a ra  a te n d e r m e jo r su s  
n e c e s id ad e s.

A  lo  la rg o  d e  su  h is to ria , M é x ic o  s iem p re  
h a  s id o  u n  p a ís  fo rjad o  p o r la  u n ió n  
d e  g ru p o s  lo c a le s  e  in te rn ac io n a le s. 
A  m ed id a  q u e  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s  
se  vo lv ió  m ás  h o stil a  lo s  v ia je ro s  
fro n te rizo s, lo s  inm ig ran te s  e n  M é x ic o  
ah o ra  tam b ié n  in c lu ye n  a  lo s  q u e  
o rig in a lm en te  e sp e rab an  se r re c ib id o s  
p o r lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s. En tre  lo s  m ás  
d e  52 ,000  e stu d ian te s  d e  o tro s  p a íse s, 
la s  e sc u e la s  d e  la s  re g io n e s  d e  T iju an a , 
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M ex ic a li y  Te c a te  t ie n e n  re c ié n  lle g ad o s  
d e  d ive rso s  lu g a re s  c om o  H a it í, S ir ia  
y  lo s  p a íse s  d e l Trián g u lo  d e l N o r te  
(E l Sa lvad o r, G u a tem a la  y  H o n d u ra s). 
S i b ie n  e s  c ie r to  q u e  a lg u n o s  d e  e so s  
tran sn ac io n a le s  te n ían  a sp ira c io n e s  d e  
a s ilo  e n  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s, tam b ié n  lo  
e s  q u e  m u c h o s  te rm in a ro n  q u e d án d o se  
e n  M é x ic o , in c lu id o s  lo s  q u e  te n ían  la  
ve n ta ja  d e  se r h isp an o h ab lan te s, c om o  lo s  
inm ig ran te s  re c ie n te s  d e  Ve n e zu e la . N o  
o b stan te , só lo  u n a  p e q u e ñ a  fra c c ió n  d e  
lo s  tran sn ac io n a le s  d e  B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  t ie n e  
la s  ve n ta ja s  d e l e sp añ o l, m ie n tra s  q u e  o tro  
n úm e ro  lim itad o  h ab la  p rin c ip a lm en te  
o tro s  id iom as, c om o  e l fran c é s  h a it ian o . 
E l m ayo r p o rc e n ta je  d e  tran sn ac io n a le s  
d e  M é x ic o  h ab la  in g lé s  y  p ro c e d e  d e  lo s  
E s tad o s  U n id o s. 

En tre  lo s  inm ig ran te s  tran sn ac io n a le s  
e n  Ba ja  C a lifo rn ia  se  e n c u e n tran  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  d e  La tin x  q u e  d om in an  
e l in g lé s  y  q u e  h an  lle g ad o  a  M é x ic o  
d e b id o  a  la  d e p o r ta c ió n  d e  su s  fam ilia re s, 
re fu g ián d o se  d e  C O VID 19  o  s im p lem en te  
e n  la  c o n tin u a  b ú sq u e d a  d e  u n  lu g a r 
a se q u ib le  p a ra  so b re v iv ir e n  c om p a rac ió n  
c o n  la  v id a  e n  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s  (R e ye s, 
2019). En  la  a c tu a lid ad , a lre d e d o r d e l 98% 
d e  la  p o b la c ió n  e stu d ian til e x tran je ra  e n  
Ba ja  C a lifo rn ia  p ro c e d e  d e  lo s  E s tad o s  
U n id o s.2 

S e g ú n  e l P ro g ram a  B in ac io n a l d e  
Ed u c ac ió n  M ig ran te , d u ran te  e l añ o  
e sc o la r 2019-2020 , 49 ,760  d e  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  m atric u lad o s  d e sd e  e l 
p re e sc o la r h a sta  la  se c u n d a ria  e n  e l e s tad o  
d e  B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  so n  tran sn ac io n a le s  
n ac id o s  e n  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s. A d em ás, 

c om o  la  e c o n om ía  d e  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s  
s ig u e  d e te rio rán d o se , la s  au to rid ad e s  
e d u c a tiva s  e sp e ran  q u e  m u c h o s  m ile s  
m ás  d e  e stu d ian te s  d e  lo s  E s tad o s  U n id o s  
in g re se n  e n  e sc u e la s  d e  M e x ic a li, Te c a te , 
T iju an a  y  o tra s  c iu d ad e s  fro n te riza s. 
A u n q u e  a lg u n o s  t ie n e n  d ive rso s  g rad o s  
d e  e sp añ o l e n  q u e  b a sa rse , m u c h o s  
d e  e sto s  e s tu d ian te s  c a lifo rn ian o s  h an  
s id o  e sc o la rizad o s  p re d om in an tem en te  
e n  in g lé s, p o r lo  q u e  e xp e rim en tan  
d ific u ltad e s  e n  la s  e sc u e la s  m e x ic an as.

D i v e r s i d a d  l i n g ü í s t i c a  c a l i f o r n i a n a  
e n  l a s  e s c u e la s

Pe se  a  c o n ta r c o n  u n a  p o b la c ió n  
in te rn ac io n a l c o n  d ive rso s  id iom as, M é x ic o  
só lo  o fre c e  e l in g lé s  c om o  se g u n d o  
id iom a  e n  la s  p o c a s  e sc u e la s  p rim a ria s  e n  
la s  q u e  se  o fre c e  c u a lq u ie r o tro  id iom a . 
En  re a lid ad , B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  a c ab a  d e  
em p e za r a  e xp e rim en ta r c o n  la  e d u c ac ió n  
b ilin g ü e  e n  la s  e sc u e la s  p ú b lic a s. En  
e so s  e s tab le c im ie n to s  e sc o la re s  e l in g lé s  
t ie n d e  a  e n se ñ a rse  c om o  se g u n d o  id iom a , 
e n  lu g a r d e  u tiliza rse  p a ra  la  e n se ñ an za  
d e  tem as  a c ad ém ic o s. A d em ás, ra ra  
ve z  lo s  d o c e n te s  m e x ic an o s  t ie n e n  lo s  
m e d io s  p a ra  e n se ñ a r e sp añ o l c om o  
c u rso  d e  d e sa rro llo  d e l le n g u a je  d e  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  o  m it ig a r la  in s tru c c ió n  d e  la s  
m ate ria s  p a ra  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  d e  e sp añ o l 
c om o  se g u n d a  le n g u a . A ú n  a s í, e n  lo s  
ú lt im o s  añ o s, lo s  líd e re s  e d u c a tivo s  d e  
B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  se  h an  a so c iad o  c o n  su s  
h om ó lo g o s  d e  C a lifo rn ia , in c lu id o s  lo s  
d e  C A BE  (La  A so c ia c ió n  d e  C a lifo rn ia  
p a ra  la  Ed u c ac ió n  B ilin g ü e ) p a ra  o fre c e r 
o p o r tu n id ad e s  d e  ap re n d iza je  p ro fe s io n a l 
a  lo s  p ro fe so re s  d e  e stu d ian te s  d e  e sp añ o l, 

c om o  lo s  in st itu to s  d e  ve ran o  q u e  o fre c e n  
G LAD ® e n  e sp añ o l (C A BE , 2017).

S e g ú n  la  C o n stitu c ió n  Po lít ic a  d e  lo s  
E s tad o s  U n id o s  M e x ic an o s, e l e sp añ o l n o  
e s  e l ú n ic o  id iom a  d e l p a ís  a  p e sa r d e  su  
p re d om in io  ya  q u e  tam b ié n  se  re c o n o c e n  
o fic ia lm en te  68  le n g u as  in d íg e n as. S in  
em b a rg o , e l e sp añ o l s ig u e  s ie n d o  e l 
id iom a  d e  in stru c c ió n  d e  la  m ayo r p a r te  
d e l p ro g ram a  d e  e stu d io s  d e  M é x ic o . 
E l S is tem a  Ed u c a tivo  h a  c om en zad o  a  
in c lu ir a lg u n as  le n g u as  o rig in a ria s  e n  su s  
te x to s, p e ro  e l ve rd ad e ro  p ro b lem a  q u e  
lim ita  e l m u lt ilin g ü ism o  e n  la s  e sc u e la s  
m e x ic an as, e s  e l h e c h o  d e  q u e  la  m ayo ría  
d e  lo s  c an d id a to s  a  m ae stro s  só lo  h ab lan  
e sp añ o l. A d em ás, la  e d u c ac ió n  d e  lo s  
m ae stro s  e n  Ba ja  C a lifo rn ia  c a re c e  p o r 
lo  g e n e ra l d e  su fic ie n te s  c u rso s  q u e  
p re p a re n  a  lo s  d o c e n te s  p a ra  u n a  d id ác tic a  
q u e  g e n e re  am b ie n te s  in te rc u ltu ra le s  y  
p lu rilin g ü e s.

A l m ism o  t iem p o , C a lifo rn ia  só lo  
h a  e xp e rim en tad o  ú lt im am en te  u n  
re su rg im ie n to  d e  la  e d u c ac ió n  m u lt ilin g ü e . 
A  p e sa r d e  a lg u n as  a c tu a liza c io n e s  d e  la s  
p o lít ic a s  p ú b lic a s  y  d e l m o d e sto  ap o yo  
fin an c ie ro  e n  a lg u n as  c om u n id ad e s, la  
e d u c ac ió n  b ilin g ü e  s ig u e  s ie n d o  p o c o  
fre c u e n te  e n  to d o  e l E s tad o . C ie r tam en te , 
la  d em an d a  y  e l in te ré s  so n  m ayo re s  q u e  
lo s  q u e  a c tu a lm en te  p u e d e  ap o ya r e l 
s is tem a  d e  e sc u e la s  p ú b lic a s, c o n  d e sa fío s  
to d av ía  m ás  ap rem ian te s  p a ra  lo s  id iom as  
m ás  a llá  d e l e sp añ o l. In d e p e n d ie n tem en te  
d e  la  e x is te n c ia  d e  in n um e rab le s  
c om u n id ad e s  e n  C a lifo rn ia  q u e  d e  m an e ra  
c o tid ian a  s ir ve n  c om o  c e n tro s  p a ra  
re fu g iad o s  y  p o r ta le s  p a ra  inm ig ran te s, 
lo s  p ro g ram as  e sc o la re s  q u e  o fre c e n  
e d u c ac ió n  m u lt ilin g ü e  e n  e sp añ o l, tag a lo , 
u rd u , á rab e  y  o tro s  id iom as  d e l m u n d o—
in c lu ye n d o  la s  le n g u as  in d íg e n as  d e  
M é x ic o  y  Am é ric a  C e n tra l—so n  p o c o  
fre c u e n te s.

C om o  e jem p lo  d e  la  fa lta  d e  
in frae stru c tu ra  g e n e ra lizad a  p a ra  la  
e d u c ac ió n  m u lt ilin g ü e , C a lifo rn ia  
só lo  t ie n e  a lre d e d o r d e  500  e sc u e la s  
(d u a llan g u ag e sc h o o ls.o rg ) q u e  o fre c e n  
a lg ú n  t ip o  d e  e d u c ac ió n  b ilin g ü e  d e  
e n tre  m ás  d e  10 ,000  e sc u e la s  d e l E s tad o  
(C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n , 
2020). A u n q u e  a lg u n as  e n tid ad e s  
e d u c a tiva s  lo c a le s  p u e d e n  te n e r su s  
p ro p io s  lis tad o s  d e  e sc u e la s  b ilin g ü e s, 
c om o  la  O fic in a  d e  Ed u c ac ió n  d e l 
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C o n d ad o  d e  San  D ie g o  (SD C O E , 2020), 
e l D e p a r tam en to  d e  Ed u c ac ió n  d e  
C a lifo rn ia  n o  m an tie n e  e stad ís t ic a s  so b re  
e l n úm e ro  d e  e stu d ian te s  a te n d ie n d o  
p ro g ram as  m u lt ilin g ü e s  c om o  p a r te  d e  su s  
e s tad ís t ic a s  e d u c a tiva s. Po r e x trap o la c ió n , 
c ie r tam en te  só lo  u n  p o rc e n ta je  
m u y  p e q u e ñ o  d e  lo s  1 .2  m illo n e s  d e  
e stu d ian te s  d e  in g lé s  e s tán  in sc rito s  e n  
u n  p ro g ram a  m u lt ilin g ü e , a  p e sa r d e  
q u e  e l e s tad o  t ie n e  m ás  d e  u n  m illó n  d e  
e stu d ian te s  n a tivo s  d e  h ab la  h isp an a  (C D E  
D a ta  R e p o r t in g  O ffi c e ).

N e c e s i d a d e s  e d u c a t i v a s  d e  l o s  
e s t u d i a n t e s  t r a n s n a c i o n a le s  d e  
C a l i f o r n i a

En  e l s is tem a  e d u c a tivo  m e x ic an o  n o  
e x is te  u n  té rm in o  e sp e c ífic o  p a ra  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  re c ié n  lle g ad o s  q u e  n o  
h ab lan  e sp añ o l. Tam p o c o  e x is te  n in g u n a  
o rg an izac ió n  e sp e c ia l q u e  ap o ye  e l 
ap re n d iza je  d e l e sp añ o l e n  la s  e sc u e la s  
p ú b lic a s. Po r c o n s ig u ie n te , lo s  e s tu d ian te s  
tran sn ac io n a le s  q u e  n o  h ab lan  e sp añ o l 
a trav ie san  m u c h as  s itu ac io n e s  d ifíc ile s, 
c om o  p ro c e so s  adm in is tra t ivo s  in se n s ib le s, 
c o n fu s ió n  d u ran te  la  ad ap tac ió n  a  
u n  e n to rn o  e sc o la r d e sc o n o c id o , e l 
ap re n d iza je  d e  u n  n u e vo  id iom a  y  e l 
e n fre n tam ie n to  a l c h o q u e  c u ltu ra l. 
A d em ás, lo s  m ae stro s  c a re c e n  d e  la  
c ap ac ita c ió n  su fic ie n te  p a ra  a te n d e r a  u n a  
p o b la c ió n  tran sn ac io n a l c o n  id e n tid ad e s  y  
n e c e s id ad e s  c u ltu ra le s  d ive rsa s. 

Po r o tra  p a r te , e l p ro g ram a  d e  e stu d io s  
q u e  se  im p a r te  e n  M é x ic o  a  n ive l 
fe d e ra l t ie n d e  a  e xc lu ir o  d e sc u id a r a  
la s  p o b la c io n e s  m in o rita ria s  c o n  o tro s  
id iom as  d is t in to s  d e l e sp añ o l, c o n  a lg u n as  
e xc e p c io n e s  o c a s io n a le s  e n  e l c a so  d e  
va ria s  le n g u as  in d íg e n as. A u n q u e  M é x ic o  
e stab le c ió  c ie r ta s  p o lít ic a s  p ú b lic a s  e  
in ic ia t iv a s  n ac io n a le s  q u e  c o n trib u ye n  
a  la  in c lu s ió n  d e  lo s  n iñ o s  m ig ran te s  e  
inm ig ran te s  e n  la  e sc u e la , lo s  re c u rso s  so n  
in su fic ie n te s  p a ra  re fo rza r e l o b je tivo  d e  
e v ita r la  d e se rc ió n  e sc o la r. 

Trad ic io n a lm en te , lo s  e s tu d ian te s  
tran sn ac io n a le s  n u n c a  h an  s id o  u n a  
p rio rid ad  p a ra  la  e sc o la riza c ió n  d e b id o  a  
la  su p o s ic ió n  e rró n e a  d e  q u e  p u e d e n  o  
d e b e n  su p e ra r c u a lq u ie r c irc u n stan c ia  p o r 
s í m ism o s. S im u ltán e am en te , C a lifo rn ia  
to d av ía  c a re c e  d e  su fic ie n te  ap o yo  y  
fin an c ia c ió n  ap ro p iad a  p a ra  ayu d a r a  la s  
e sc u e la s  c o n  g ran d e s  p ro p o rc io n e s  d e  

inm ig ran te s  d e s favo re c id o s. D e  h e c h o , e n  
e l e s tad o  h an  su rg id o  p o lít ic a s  p ú b lic a s  
q u e  lim itan  la  e d u c ac ió n  m u lt ilin g ü e . S i 
b ie n  la s  fam ilia s  t ie n e n  ah o ra  d e re c h o s  
p ro te g id o s  p a ra  so lic ita r p ro g ram as  
b ilin g ü e s, lo s  d is trito s  e sc o la re s  lu c h an  
c o n  la  d em an d a  d e  e d u c ac ió n  b ilin g ü e  
s in  ap o yo  fin an c ie ro  ad ic io n a l. C om o  
re su ltad o , la s  c om u n id ad e s  p o s ib lem en te  
te n g an  q u e  e le g ir e n tre  u n  p ro g ram a  
d e  e n riq u e c im ie n to  d e l id iom a  u  o tra s  
in ic ia t iv a s  d e  m e jo ra  d e  la  e sc u e la  q u e  
te n g a  fo n d o s  d isp o n ib le s, c om o  la  
c ie n c ia  o  la  te c n o lo g ía , in c lu so  s i e sa s  
o p o r tu n id ad e s  d e b e n  o fre c e rse  d e  fo rm a  
m u lt ilin g ü e . A l ig u a l q u e  e n  Ba ja  C a lifo rn ia , 
lo s  d ire c t ivo s  tam b ié n  e n c u e n tran  
lím ite s  c u an d o  b u sc an  m ae stro s  
b ilin g ü e s, e sp e c ia lm en te  s i n e c e s itan  u n  
e d u c ad o r b ilin g ü e  c e r t ific ad o  e n  c ie n c ia s, 
m atem átic a s  o  e d u c ac ió n  e sp e c ia l. En  
c o n se c u e n c ia , v a ria s  p o lít ic a s  p ú b lic a s  y  
su b ve n c io n e s  e s ta ta le s  re c ie n tem en te  h an  
in te n tad o  ab o rd a r la  e sc a se z  d e  m ae stro s  
b ilin g ü e s, q u e  se  h a  v is to  e xac e rb ad a  
p o r d e c e n io s  d e  p o lít ic a  e d u c a tiva  
m o n o lin g ü e .

R e c o m e n d a c i o n e s  p a r a  a p o y a r  a  
l o s  e s t u d i a n t e s  t r a n s n a c i o n a le s  d e  
C a l i f o r n i a

D ad a  la  p re p o n d e ran c ia  d e  e stu d ian te s  
tran sn ac io n a le s  e n  m u c h as  c om u n id ad e s  
d e  am b as  C a lifo rn ia s, lo s  d ire c t ivo s  y  
m ae stro s  d e  la s  e sc u e la s  p u e d e n , n o  
o b stan te , ap o ya r a  su s  e s tu d ian te s  
inm ig ran te s, m ig ran te s  y  re fu g iad o s  d e  
va ria s  m an e ra s :

1 . G a ra n t iz a r  lo s  d e re c h o s  e d u c a t iv o s  d e  
lo s  e s tu d ia n te s  in m ig ra n te s

Lo s  d o c e n te s  d e  c ad a  u n a  d e  la s  
C a lifo rn ia s  d e b e n  c o n o c e r y  re sp e ta r a  
lo s  e s tu d ian te s  inm ig ran te s  a  p a r t ir d e  
re c o n o c e r su s  n e c e s id ad e s  tran sn ac io n a le s  
ú n ic a s, re afirm ar su  d e re c h o  a  u n a  
e d u c ac ió n  p ú b lic a , ayu d a r e n  lo s  p ro c e so s  
adm in is tra t ivo s  p a ra  su  in sc rip c ió n  
e n  la  e sc u e la  y  p o r añ ad id u ra , ap lic a r 
p ro to c o lo s  d e  a te n c ió n . Lo s  d ire c t ivo s, 
adm in is trad o re s  y  m ae stro s  d e  B a ja  
C a lifo rn ia  p u e d e n  c o n ta r c o n  e l s it io  
w e b  law s  (C ám ara  d e  D ip u tad o s  d e l H . 
C o n g re so  d e  la  U n ió n , 2020) d e  M é x ic o , 
q u e  p ro te g e  a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  c o n tra  la  
d isc rim in ac ió n  p o r m o tivo s  d e  o rig e n  
é tn ic o  o  n ac io n a l. A d em ás, B a ja  law s  
(C o le g io  d e  la  F ro n te ra  N o r te , 2014) o b lig a  
a  la s  e sc u e la s  a  p rom o ve r u n a  c u ltu ra  d e  
re sp e to  a  la  n o  d isc rim in ac ió n , la  in c lu s ió n , 
la  in te rc u ltu ra lid ad , e l p rin c ip io  d e  la  
p e rso n a lid ad  y  e l a c c e so  a  u n a  v id a  lib re  
d e  v io le n c ia  (C ám ara  d e  D ip u tad o s  d e l H . 
C o n g re so  d e  la  U n ió n , 2019). A s im ism o , lo s  
E s tad o s  U n id o s  t ie n e n  le ye s  fe d e ra le s  q u e  
d e fie n d e n  a  to d o s  lo s  e s tu d ian te s, in c lu id a s  
la s  tran sn ac io n a le s, d e  la s  d e s ig u a ld ad e s  
y  g a ran tizan  e l a c c e so  a  la  e n se ñ an za  
p ú b lic a . C a lifo rn ia  t ie n e  m an d ato s  e s ta ta le s  
y  le ye s  e d u c a tiva s  q u e  d e fie n d e n  a  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  d e  la s  in ju st ic ia s  d e riv ad as  d e  
su  c o n d ic ió n  d e  inm ig ran te s  (C a lifo rn ia  
D e p a r tm en t o f Ju st ic e , 2018). Lo s  
m ae stro s  d e  am b o s  lad o s  d e  la  fro n te ra  
c a lifo rn ian a  p u e d e n  e sta r se g u ro s  d e  q u e  
su s  e s tu d ian te s  m e re c e n  se r adm itid o s, 
a c o g id o s  y  re c ib ir u n a  e sc o la riza c ió n  d e  
c a lid ad  e n  v ir tu d  d e  la  le y.
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2 . F o r ta le c e r  la s  o p o r tu n id a d e s  d e  
a p re n d iz a je  m u lt il in g ü e  y  m u lt ic u ltu ra l

La  p rom o c ió n  y  c re ac ió n  d e  o p o r tu n id ad e s  
d e  ap re n d iza je  m u lt ilin g ü e  y  m u lt ic u ltu ra l 
e s  u n a  re sp o n sab ilid ad  c rít ic a  c om p a r tid a  
b in ac io n a lm en te . Lo s  e d u c ad o re s  
p u e d e n  sum arse  a  o rg an izac io n e s  y /o  
a so c ia c io n e s  d e  su s  c om u n id ad e s  q u e  
ayu d an  a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s. 
Po r e jem p lo , e n  M e x ic a li, B a ja  C a lifo rn ia , 
la  a so c ia c ió n  s in  fin e s  d e  lu c ro  "Im p u lso  
a  n iñ o s  e n  fro n te ra" p ro p o rc io n a  ap o yo  
y  o p o r tu n id ad e s  a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  
inm ig ran te s  p a ra  re fo rza r la  e d u c ac ió n  
b ilin g ü e  b a sad a  e n  su  id e n tid ad  c u ltu ra l y  
d e re c h o s  h um an o s, m e d ian te  p ro g ram as  
d e  tu to ría  y  le c c io n e s  o p ta tiv a s  q u e  
p rom u e ve n  su  d e sa rro llo  so c io em o c io n a l 
y  e d u c a tivo . En  e l c o n d ad o  d e  San  D ie g o , 
C a lifo rn ia , tan to  C A BE  c om o  lo s  vo lu n ta rio s  
d e  la  B e c a  B e a  G o n za le s  o to rg a  ayu d a  
fin an c ie ra  a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  q u e  o b tie n e n  
e l S e llo  d e  B ilite ra c id ad . En  am b o s  lad o s  
d e  la s  C a lifo rn ia s, lo s  d o c e n te s  tam b ié n  
p u e d e n  o fre c e rse  c om o  vo lu n ta rio s  o  
ayu d a r a  o rg an izac io n e s  s in  fin e s  d e  lu c ro  
d e d ic ad as  a  fam ilia s  tran sn ac io n a le s, 

c om o  la  o rg an izac ió n  b in ac io n a l "Bo rd e r 
K in d n e ss", o  c re a r g ru p o s  d e  ap o yo  
s im ila re s  e n  su s  c om u n id ad e s  lo c a le s.

3 . E s ta b le c e r  p ro g ra m a s  e s c o la re s  
b ilin g ü e s-t ra n sn a c io n a le s  e n  c a d a  u n a  
d e  la s  C a lifo rn ia s

Au n q u e  e l P ro g ram a  d e  Ed u c ac ió n  
M ig ran te  d e  C a lifo rn ia  y  e l P ro g ram a  
B in ac io n a l d e  Ed u c ac ió n  M ig ran te  
(PRO BEM ) h an  ap o yad o  d u ran te  d é c ad as  
la  e sc o la rid ad  d e  e sto s  e s tu d ian te s  e n  
am b o s  lad o s  d e  la  fro n te ra , c ad a  u n a  d e  
la s  C a lifo rn ia s  se  b e n e fic ia ría  d e  la  c re ac ió n  
d e  su s  p ro p ia s  e sc u e la s  d e  ap re n d iza je  
b ilin g ü e  e n  lín e a , c re ad as  p a r t ic u la rm en te  
p a ra  e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s. 

Am b o s  e stad o s  p o d rían  e stab le c e r su s  
p ro p ia s  e sc u e la s  e n  lín e a  d e  m an e ra  
s in c ró n ic a  y  a s in c ró n ic a  d o n d e  e l c u rríc u lo  
se a  va lid ad o  p o r c ad a  u n o  d e  e llo s. E sa s  
o p o r tu n id ad e s, c re ad as  c o n  lo s  s is tem as  
e sc o la re s  d e  lo s  d o s  e s tad o s  m ed ian te  
la  c o o p e rac ió n  b in ac io n a l y  a c u e rd o s  
p a ra  c om p a r tir y  re v isa r e l p ro g ram a  
d e  e stu d io s  d e l o tro , p e rm itir ían  a  lo s  
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e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s  te n e r 
c o n tin u id ad  y  c o h e re n c ia  c u an d o  
n e c e s ite  vo lve r a  c ru za r la s  fro n te ra s. 
M ie n tra s  tan to , lo s  m ae stro s, d ire c t ivo s  
y  adm in is trad o re s  d e  am b o s  e stad o s  
p o d rían  p rom o ve r e l re c o n o c im ie n to  
d e  lo s  lo g ro s  d e  ap re n d iza je  d e  lo s  
e s tu d ian te s  e n  e l p a ís  an te rio r c om o  
e x trao rd in a rio s  y  d ig n o s  d e  e lo g io . 

La s  p ro p u e sta s  an te rio re s  fa c u ltan  a  lo s  
m ae stro s  p a ra  m a rc a r la  d ife re n c ia  a  
n ive l lo c a l e  in te rn ac io n a l. En  lu g a r d e  
e sp e ra r q u e  o tro s  e s tab le zc an  p o lít ic a s  
d e  inm ig rac ió n  p ro g re s is ta s, la s  e sc u e la s  
y  lo s  s is tem as  e sc o la re s  lo c a le s  p u e d e n  
o fre c e r e n  c u a lq u ie r m om en to  e l t ip o  
d e  re fu g io  e sc o la r y  la  a s is te n c ia  q u e  
lo s  e s tu d ian te s  inm ig ran te s  m e re c e n  a  
travé s  d e  su s  p ro p io s  c om p rom iso s  c o n  
lo s  e s tu d ian te s  tran sn ac io n a le s. A c o g e r 
y  ab raza r a  lo s  e s tu d ian te s  m ed ian te  
d e c is io n e s  c o tid ian as  d e  ap o yo , ru tin a s  
e sc o la re s  y  u n  se g u im ie n to  o p o r tu n o  
s iem p re  c o n trib u ye n  p o s it iv am en te  a l 
é x ito  d e  e sto s  e s tu d ian te s. 
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  E q u i t a b l y  E d u c a t i n g  
C a l i f o r n i a n  M i g r a n t s ,  I m m i g r a n t s  a n d  O t h e r  
T r a n s n a t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  L e a r n e r s  

T H E  C O N T E X T  O F  C A L I F O R N IA N  
IM M IG R A N T S

N ew com e r s tu d e n ts  h ig h ly  affe c te d  b y  th e  
C O VID -19  p an d em ic  live  in  tw o  C a lifo rn ia s  
(B a rrio s  & Ló p e z  Ló p e z , 2019). D e sp ite  
th e  c u rre n t e c o n om ic  an d  h e a lth  c rise s  
affe c tin g  th e  w o rld , o r o fte n  b e c au se  o f 
su c h  su ffe rin g , fam ilie s  c o n tin u e  to  c ro ss  
in te rn a tio n a l b o rd e rs  in  la rg e  n um b e rs. 
A lth o u g h  C a lifo rn ia  h a s  h is to ric a lly  se rve d  
a s  a  p rim e  d e stin a tio n  fo r p e o p le  from  
o th e r c o u n trie s  se e k in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s, its  
s is te r s ta te  B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  s im ila rly  rem a in s  
a  c h o ic e  lo c a tio n  fo r g lo b a l im m ig ran ts. 
N o n e th e le ss, e d u c a to rs  in  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  fa r to o  o fte n  d o  n o t re a lize  th a t 
M e x ic o  a lso  s im ila rly  re c e ive s  re fu g e e s  
from  a ll o ve r th e  w o rld . In  fa c t, B a ja  
C a lifo rn ia  sc h o o ls  in c lu d e  m an y  U S-b o rn  
C a lifo rn ia -ra ise d  n a tive  En g lish  sp e ake rs  
n ow  c o u n te d  am o n g  th e  te n s  o f th o u san d s  
o f tran sn a tio n a ls  liv in g  w ith in  M e x ic o . 

Wo rldw id e , sc h o o ls  in  fu r th e r d e ve lo p e d  
c o u n trie s  a re  c u rre n tly  e xp e rie n c in g  an  
in c re a se  in  tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts. Th e y  
a rrive  se e k in g  a sy lum , e c o n om ic  v iab ility, 
an d  e ve n  b a s ic  su rv iva l from  w ars, p o lit ic a l 
u p h e ava l, o r c a ta stro p h e s  p ro g re ss ive ly  
s tem m in g  from  c lim ate  c h an g e . 
A c c o rd in g ly, u n d e rs tan d in g  tran sn a tio n a l 
s tu d e n ts’ id e n tity  an d  in te n se  n e e d s  is  v ita l 
fo r e d u c a to rs  o n  b o th  s id e s  o f th e  C a lifo rn ia  
b o rd e r. S c h o o l/d is tric t  adm in is tra to rs  an d  
te ac h e rs  m ig h t re fe r to  th e se  s tu d e n ts  b y  
o th e r d e sc rip to rs, su c h  a s  “im m ig ran ts,” 
“n ew com e rs,” an d  “m ig ran ts.” In  e d u c a tio n  
re se a rc h , “in te rn a tio n a l m ig ran t s tu d e n t” is  
th e  m o re  c om m o n  te rm  u se d  to  id e n tify  
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  w h o  m o ve  b e tw e e n  
c o u n trie s. E a c h  n om en c la tu re  re la te s  
th e  im p o r tan c e  o f m a in ta in in g  a  g lo b a l/
h is to ric a l/m u lt ilin g u a l/m u lt ic u ltu ra l 
p e rsp e c tive . B e yo n d  m e re  lab e ls, e d u c a to rs  
from  b o th  C a lifo rn ia s  m u st re c o g n ize  th e  

g re a te r c o n te x t o f tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  
to  ad d re ss  th e ir n e e d s  b e tte r.

Th ro u g h o u t its  h is to ry, M e x ic o  h a s  a lw ays  
b e e n  a  c o u n try  fo rg e d  b y  th e  u n io n  o f 
lo c a l an d  in te rn a tio n a l g ro u p s. A s  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  g rew  m o re  h o stile  to  b o rd e r 
trave le rs, im m ig ran ts  in to  M e x ic o  n ow  
a lso  in c lu d e  th o se  w h o  e xp e c te d  to  b e  
w e lc om ed  b y  th e  U S . Am o n g  th e  o ve r 
52 ,000+ stu d e n ts  from  o th e r c o u n trie s, 
sc h o o ls  in  th e  T iju an a , M e x ic a li, an d  
Te c a te  re g io n s  h ave  n ew com e rs  from  
d ive rse  p la c e s  su c h  a s  H a it i, Sy ria , an d  th e  
N o r th e rn  Trian g le  c o u n trie s  (E l Sa lvad o r, 
G u a tem a la , an d  H o n d u ra s). W h ile  som e  
o f th o se  tran sn a tio n a ls  h ad  a sp ira t io n s  fo r 
a sy lum  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s, m an y  e n d e d  
u p  s tay in g  in  M e x ic o , in c lu d in g  th o se  w ith  
th e  ad van tag e  o f b e in g  Sp an ish  sp e ake rs, 
su c h  a s  re c e n t im m ig ran ts  from  Ve n e zu e la . 
S t ill, o n ly  a  sm a ll fra c t io n  o f B a ja  C a lifo rn ia’s  

J a v ie r  J im é n e z ,  P h .D .
Be n em é rita  E sc u e la  N o rm a l  
U rb an a  Fe d e ra l F ro n te riza

J o r g e  C u e v a s -A n t i l ló n , M .A .
San  D ie g o  S ta te  U n ive rs ity
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tran sn a tio n a ls  h ave  th e  ad van tag e s  o f 
Sp an ish  w h ile  an o th e r lim ite d  n um b e r 
p rim a rily  sp e ak  o th e r w o rld  lan g u ag e s, 
su c h  a s  H a it ian  F re n c h . B y  fa r, th e  la rg e st  
p e rc e n tag e  o f tran sn a tio n a ls  in  M e x ic o  
sp e ak  En g lish  an d  c om e  from  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s. 

Tran sn a tio n a l im m ig ran ts  in to  B a ja  
C a lifo rn ia  in c lu d e  En g lish -d om in an t 
La tin x  s tu d e n ts  w h o  h ave  a rrive d  in  
M e x ic o  d u e  to  th e  d e p o r ta tio n  o f fam ily  
m em b e rs, sh e lte rin g  from  C O VID -19 , 
o r s im p ly  se e k in g  to  fin d  an  affo rd ab le  
p la c e  to  su rv ive , c om p a re d  to  life  in  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s. A t p re se n t, ab o u t 
98% o f th e  fo re ig n  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  
in  B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  a re  from  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  (R e ye s, 2019). A s  re p o r te d  b y  th e  
B in a tio n a l M ig ran t Ed u c a tio n  P ro g ram  
d u rin g  th e  2019-2020  sc h o o l ye a r, 
49 ,760  s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  from  p re sc h o o l 
to  m id d le  sc h o o l in  th e  s ta te  o f B a ja  
C a lifo rn ia  a re  U S-b o rn  tran sn a tio n a ls. 
M o re o ve r, a s  th e  U S  e c o n om y  c o n tin u e s  
to  d e te rio ra te , e d u c a tio n a l offi c ia ls  a re  
e xp e c tin g  m an y  th o u san d s  o f m o re  
s tu d e n ts  from  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to  e n te r 
sc h o o ls  in  M e x ic a li, Te c a te , T iju an a , an d  
o th e r b o rd e r c it ie s. A lth o u g h  som e  h ave  
va ry in g  d e g re e s  o f Sp an ish  to  re ly  u p o n , 
m an y  o f th e se  C a lifo rn ian  s tu d e n ts  h ave  
b e e n  e d u c a te d  p re d om in an tly  in  En g lish  
an d  c o n se q u e n tly  e xp e rie n c e  c h a lle n g e s  
in  M e x ic an  sc h o o ls.

C a l i f o r n i a n  L i n g u i s t i c  D i v e r s i t y  i n  
S c h o o l s

D e sp ite  h av in g  an  in te rn a tio n a l 
p o p u la tio n  w ith  d ive rse  lan g u ag e s, 

M e x ic o  o n ly  p ro v id e s  En g lish  a s  a  S e c o n d  
Lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n  in  th e  few  p rim a ry  
sc h o o ls  w h e re  an o th e r lan g u ag e  is  
o ffe re d . In  tru th , B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  h a s  o n ly  
ju s t  re c e n tly  b e g u n  to  e xp e rim en t w ith  
b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  in  p u b lic  sc h o o ls. In  
th e se  sc h o o l se tt in g s, En g lish  te n d s  to  b e  
tau g h t a s  a  se c o n d  lan g u ag e  ra th e r th an  
b e in g  u se d  fo r te ac h in g  a c ad em ic  to p ic s. 
M o re o ve r, ra re ly  d o  M e x ic an  e d u c a to rs  
h ave  th e  m e an s  to  te ac h  Sp an ish  a s  a  
s tu d e n t lan g u ag e  d e ve lo pm en t c o u rse  
o r m it ig a te  su b je c t  a re a  in stru c tio n  fo r 
Sp an ish  Le a rn e rs. S t ill, o ve r th e  p a st  few  
ye a rs, e d u c a tio n a l le ad e rs  from  Ba ja  
C a lifo rn ia  h ave  b e e n  p a r tn e rin g  w ith  
C a lifo rn ia  c o u n te rp a r ts, in c lu d in g  th o se  
in  th e  C a lifo rn ia  A sso c ia t io n  fo r B ilin g u a l 
Ed u c a tio n  (C A BE ), to  o ffe r p ro fe ss io n a l 
le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r te ac h e rs  
o f Sp an ish  le a rn e rs, su c h  a s  sum m e r 
in st itu te s  o ffe rin g  G u id e d  Lan g u ag e  
A c q u is it io n  D e s ig n  (G LAD ®) e n  e sp añ o l 
(C A BE , 2017).

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  M e x ic an  C o n stitu tio n , 
Sp an ish  is  n o t th e  c o u n try ’s  so le  
lan g u ag e  d e sp ite  its  p re d om in an c e , a s  
68  in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e s  a re  offi c ia lly  
re c o g n ize d . Ye t, Sp an ish  rem a in s  th e  
lan g u ag e  o f in s tru c tio n  fo r m o st o f 
M e x ic o ’s  c u rric u lum . Th e  fe d e ra l e d u c a tio n  
sy stem  h as  b e g u n  in c lu d in g  som e  
in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e s  in  its  te x ts. S t ill, th e  
re a l c h a lle n g e  lim it in g  m u lt ilin g u a lism  
in  M e x ic an  sc h o o ls  is  th e  fa c t  th a t m o st 
te ac h e r c an d id a te s  o n ly  sp e ak  Sp an ish . 
M o re o ve r, te a c h e r e d u c a tio n  in  B a ja  
C a lifo rn ia  g e n e ra lly  la c ks  suffi c ie n t 
c o u rsew o rk  p re p a rin g  e d u c a to rs  fo r 
m u lt ilin g u a l in s tru c tio n  an d  p e d ag o g y. 

C o n c u rre n tly, C a lifo rn ia  h a s  o n ly  la te ly  
e xp e rie n c e d  a  re su rg e n c e  o f m u lt ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n . D e sp ite  som e  p o lic y  u p d a te s  
an d  m o d e st fu n d in g  su p p o r t  in  som e  
c om m un it ie s, d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  
is  s t ill ra re  a c ro ss  th e  s ta te . In d e e d , th e  
d em an d  an d  in te re st  a re  g re a te r th an  
w h at c an  c u rre n tly  b e  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  
p u b lic  sc h o o l sy s tem , w ith  e ve n  m o re  
p re ss in g  c h a lle n g e s  fo r lan g u ag e s  b e yo n d  
Sp an ish . R e g a rd le ss  o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f 
c o u n tle ss  C a lifo rn ia  c om m un it ie s  th a t 
c o n tin u e  to  se rve  a s  h u b s  fo r re fu g e e s  an d  
p o r ta ls  fo r im m ig ran ts, sc h o o l p ro g ram s 
th a t p ro v id e  m u lt ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  
in  Sp an ish , Tag a lo g , U rd u , A rab ic , an d  
o th e r w o rld  lan g u ag e s—in c lu d in g  th e  
in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e s  o f M e x ic o  an d  
C e n tra l Am e ric a—are  ra re .

A s  an  e xam p le  o f th e  la c k  o f w id e sp re ad  
in fra stru c tu re  fo r m u lt ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n , 
C a lifo rn ia  h a s  o n ly  ab o u t 500  sc h o o ls  
(d u a llan g u ag e sc h o o ls.o rg ) o ffe rin g  
som e  fo rm  o f d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  
o u t o f o ve r 10 ,000  sc h o o ls  in  th e  s ta te  
(C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f Ed u c a tio n , 
2020). A lth o u g h  a  few  lo c a l e d u c a tio n a l 
e n tit ie s  m ay  h ave  th e ir ow n  lis t in g s  o f 
d u a l lan g u ag e  sc h o o ls, su c h  a s  th e  San  
D ie g o  C o u n ty  O ffi c e  o f Ed u c a tio n  (SD C O E , 
2020), th e  C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t o f 
Ed u c a tio n  d o e s  n o t m a in ta in  s ta t is t ic s  
o n  th e  n um b e r o f s tu d e n ts  se rve d  b y  
m u lt ilin g u a l p ro g ram s a s  p a r t  o f its  
e d u c a tio n a l s ta t is t ic s. B y  e x trap o la tio n , 
c e r ta in ly  o n ly  a  ve ry  sm a ll p e rc e n tag e  
o f th e  1 .2  m illio n  En g lish  Le a rn e rs  a re  
e n ro lle d  in  m u lt ilin g u a l p ro g ram s, d e sp ite  
th e  s ta te  h av in g  o ve r a  m illio n  n a tive  
Sp an ish -sp e ak in g  s tu d e n ts  (C D E  D a ta  
R e p o r t in g  O ffi c e ).

E d u c a t i o n a l  N e e d s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a n  
T r a n s n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t s

In  th e  M e x ic an  p rim a ry  e d u c a tio n  sy stem , 
n o  sp e c ific  te rm  e x is ts  fo r n ew com e rs  
w h o  d o  n o t sp e ak  Sp an ish . N o r d o e s  an y  
sp e c ia l o rg an iza tio n  su p p o r t  Sp an ish  
lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  w ith in  p u b lic  sc h o o ls. 
C o n se q u e n tly, tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  
w h o  d o  n o t sp e ak  Sp an ish  g o  th ro u g h  
m an y  c h a lle n g in g  s itu a tio n s  su c h  a s  
in se n s it ive  adm in is tra t ive  p ro c e sse s, 
c o n fu s io n  d u rin g  th e  ad ap ta tio n  to  an  
u n fam ilia r sc h o o l e n v iro nm en t, le a rn in g  
a  n ew  lan g u ag e , an d  c o n fro n tin g  c u ltu re  
sh o c k . In  ad d it io n , te ac h e rs  la c k  suffi c ie n t 

https://duallanguageschools.org/
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tra in in g  to  a tte n d  to  a  tran sn a tio n a l 
p o p u la tio n  w ith  d ive rse  c u ltu ra l id e n tit ie s  
an d  n e e d s. Fu r th e rm o re , th e  M e x ic an  
fe d e ra lly-p ro v id e d  c u rric u lum  te n d s  to  
e xc lu d e  o r n e g le c t  m in o rity  p o p u la tio n s  
w ith  o th e r lan g u ag e s  o th e r th an  Sp an ish , 
w ith  a  few  o c c a s io n a l e xc e p tio n s  fo r 
som e  in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e s. A lth o u g h  
M e x ic o  e stab lish e d  som e  n a tio n a l 
p o lic ie s  an d  in it ia t ive s  th a t c o n trib u te  to  
th e  in c lu s io n  o f m ig ran t an d  im m ig ran t 
c h ild re n  in  th e  sc h o o l, re so u rc e s  a re  
in suffi c ie n t to  re in fo rc e  th e  g o a l o f 
avo id in g  s tu d e n t d ro p o u ts. Trad it io n a lly  
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  h ave  n e ve r b e e n  
a  p rio rity  fo r sc h o o lin g  b e c au se  o f th e  
m istake n  a ssum p tio n  th a t th e y  c an  o r 
sh o u ld  o ve rc om e  an y  c irc um stan c e  b y  
th em se lve s.

S im u ltan e o u s ly, C a lifo rn ia  s t ill la c ks  
suffi c ie n t su p p o r t  an d  ap p ro p ria te  
fu n d in g  fo r a id in g  sc h o o ls  w ith  la rg e  
p ro p o r t io n s  o f d isad van tag e d  im m ig ran ts. 
In  fa c t, th e  S ta te  h a s  la te ly  em e rg e d  from  
p o lic ie s  lim it in g  m u lt ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n . 
W h ile  fam ilie s  n ow  d o  h ave  p ro te c te d  
rig h ts  to  re q u e st b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s, 
sc h o o l d is tric ts  s tru g g le  n o n e th e le ss  w ith  
th e  d em an d  fo r d u a l lan g u ag e  e d u c a tio n  
w ith o u t ad d it io n a l fin an c ia l su p p o r t. 
A s  a  re su lt, c om m un it ie s  m ay  h ave  to  
c h o o se  b e tw e e n  a  lan g u ag e  e n ric hm en t 
p ro g ram  o r o th e r sc h o o l im p ro vem en t 
in it ia t ive s  th a t h ave  ava ilab le  fu n d in g , 
su c h  a s  sc ie n c e  o r te c h n o lo g y, e ve n  if 
th o se  o p p o r tu n it ie s  sh o u ld  b e  o ffe re d  
m u lt ilin g u a lly. A s  in  B a ja , C a lifo rn ia  
adm in is tra to rs  a lso  e n c o u n te r lim its  w h e n  
se e k in g  b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs, e sp e c ia lly  if 
n e e d in g  a  b ilin g u a l e d u c a to r c e r t ifie d  
fo r sc ie n c e , m ath em atic s, o r sp e c ia l 
e d u c a tio n . C o n se q u e n tly, se ve ra l s ta te  
p o lic ie s  an d  g ran ts  h ave  o n ly  re c e n tly  
a ttem p te d  to  ad d re ss  th e  sh o r tag e  
o f b ilin g u a l te ac h e rs, e xac e rb a te d  b y  
d e c ad e s  o f m o n o lin g u a l e d u c a tio n a l 
p o lic y. 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  S u p p o r t  
C a l i f o r n i a  T r a n s n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t s

G ive n  th e  p re p o n d e ran c e  o f tran sn a tio n a l 
s tu d e n ts  in  m an y  c om m un it ie s  a c ro ss  
b o th  C a lifo rn ia s, sc h o o l adm in is tra to rs  an d  
te ac h e rs  c an  n e ve r th e le ss  su p p o r t  th e ir 
im m ig ran t, m ig ran t, an d  re fu g e e  s tu d e n ts  
in  se ve ra l w ays :

1 . E n su re  th e  e d u c a t io n  r ig h t s  o f  
im m ig ra n t  s tu d e n ts

Ed u c a to rs  in  e ac h  o f th e  C a lifo rn ia s  
sh o u ld  kn ow  an d  re sp e c t im m ig ran t 
s tu d e n ts  b y  re c o g n iz in g  th e ir u n iq u e  
tran sn a tio n a l n e e d s, re affi rm in g  th e ir 
r ig h t to  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n , a ss is t in g  th e ir 
sc h o o l m atric u la t io n , an d  im p lem en tin g  
p ro to c o ls  o f c a rin g . A dm in is tra to rs  an d  
te ac h e rs  in  B a ja  C a lifo rn ia  c an  c o u n t o n  
M e x ic o ’s  law s  (C ám ara  d e  D ip u tad o s  d e l 
H . C o n g re so  d e  la  U n ió n , 2020), w h ic h  
p ro te c t  s tu d e n ts  ag a in st  d isc rim in a tio n  
d u e  to  e th n ic  o r n a tio n a l o rig in . 
Fu r th e rm o re , B a ja  law s  (C o le g io  d e  la  
F ro n te ra  N o r te , 2014) o b lig e  sc h o o ls  
to  p rom o te  a  c u ltu re  o f re sp e c t, n o n -
d isc rim in a tio n , in c lu s io n , in te rc u ltu ra lity, 
th e  p rin c ip le  o f p e rso n h o o d , an d  a c c e ss  
to  a  life  fre e  o f v io le n c e  (C ám ara  d e  
D ip u tad o s  d e l H . C o n g re so  d e  la  U n ió n , 
2019). S im ila rly, th e  U S  h a s  fe d e ra l 
law s  d e fe n d in g  a ll s tu d e n ts, in c lu d in g  
tran sn a tio n a ls, from  in e q u it ie s  an d  
g u a ran te e in g  a c c e ss  to  p u b lic  sc h o o lin g . 
In  ad d it io n , C a lifo rn ia  h a s  s ta te  m an d ate s  
an d  e d u c a tio n a l law s  d e fe n d in g  s tu d e n ts  
from  in ju st ic e s  s tem m in g  from  th e ir 
im m ig ra tio n  s ta tu s  (C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm en t 
o f Ju st ic e , 2018). Ed u c a to rs  o n  b o th  s id e s  
o f C a lifo rn ia’s  b o rd e r c an  re st  a ssu re d  th e ir 
s tu d e n ts  m e rit  adm ittan c e , w e lc om in g , 
an d  q u a lity  sc h o o lin g  u n d e r th e  law . 

2 . S t re n g th e n  m u lt il in g u a l-m u lt ic u ltu ra l 
le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s

Prom o tin g  an d  c re a tin g  m u lt ilin g u a l-
m u lt ic u ltu ra l le a rn in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  is  a  
c rit ic a l re sp o n s ib ility  sh a re d  b in a tio n a lly. 

Ed u c a to rs  m ay  w ish  to  jo in  ad vo c ac y  
g ro u p s  in  th e ir c om m un it ie s  th a t a id  
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts. Fo r e xam p le , in  
M e x ic a li, B a ja  C a lifo rn ia , th e  n o n -p ro fit 
a sso c ia t io n  “Im p u lso  a  n iñ o s  e n  fro n te ra” 
p ro v id e s  su p p o r t  an d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  
im m ig ran t s tu d e n ts  to  re in fo rc e  b ilin g u a l 
e d u c a tio n  b a se d  o n  th e ir c u ltu ra l id e n tity  
an d  rig h ts  th ro u g h  tu to rin g  p ro g ram s 
an d  e le c t ive  le sso n s  th a t p rom o te  th e ir 
em o tio n a l d e ve lo pm en t. In  San  D ie g o  
C o u n ty, C a lifo rn ia , b o th  th e  lo c a l c h ap te r 
o f C A BE  an d  a lso  th e  B e a  G o n za le s  
S c h o la rsh ip  vo lu n te e rs  aw a rd  fin an c ia l 
a ss is tan c e  to  s tu d e n ts  e a rn in g  th e  Se a l o f 
B ilite ra c y. O n  b o th  s id e s  o f th e  C a lifo rn ia s, 
e d u c a to rs  c an  a lso  vo lu n te e r o r a ss is t  
n o n p ro fits  d e d ic a te d  to  tran sn a tio n a l 
fam ilie s, su c h  a s  th e  b in a tio n a l “Bo rd e r 
K in d n e ss  Bo n d ad  F ro n te ra” o rg an iza tio n , o r 
c re a te  s im ila r su p p o r t  g ro u p s  in  th e ir lo c a l 
c om m un it ie s.

3 . E s ta b lish  b ilin g u a l-t ra n sn a t io n a l 
s c h o o l p ro g ra m s  in  e a c h  o f  th e  
C a lifo rn ia s

A lth o u g h  th e  C a lifo rn ia  M ig ran t Ed u c a tio n  
p ro g ram  an d  P ro g ram a  B in ac io n a l d e  
Ed u c ac ió n  M ig ran te  (PRO BEM ) h ave  fo r 
d e c ad e s  va lid a te d  s tu d e n t c o u rsew o rk  
a s  th e y  trave l b e tw e e n  c o u n trie s, e a c h  
o f th e  C a lifo rn ia s  w o u ld  b e n e fit from  th e  
c re a tio n  o f th e ir ow n  o n lin e  b ilin g u a l 
le a rn in g  sc h o o ls  fo u n d e d  p a r t ic u la rly  fo r 
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts. B o th  s ta te s  c o u ld  
e stab lish  th e ir ow n  syn c h ro n o u s  an d  
a syn c h ro n o u s  o n lin e  sc h o o lin g  th a t is  p re -
au th o rize d  b y  e ac h  to  c o u n t a s  c o u rsew o rk  
tow ard s  g rad e s  K-12 . Su c h  o p p o r tu n it ie s, 
b u ilt  w ith  th e  sc h o o l sy s tem s o f th e  tw o  
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s ta te s  th ro u g h  b in a tio n a l c o o p e ra tio n  
an d  ag re em en ts  to  sh a re  an d  re v iew  
e ac h  o th e r ’s  c u rric u lum , w o u ld  e n ab le  
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n ts  c o n tin u ity  an d  
c o h e re n c e  w h e n  th e y  n e e d  to  o n c e  m o re  
c ro ss  b o rd e rs. In  th e  m e an tim e , te ac h e rs  
an d  adm in is tra to rs  from  b o th  s ta te s  c o u ld  
p rom o te  th e  re c o g n it io n  o f s tu d e n ts  
le a rn in g  a c c om p lishm en ts  in  th e  p re v io u s  
c o u n try  a s  an  a sse t, c e le b ra tin g  th e  
s tu d e n ts’ a c h ie vem en ts  a s  e x trao rd in a ry  
an d  w o r th y  o f a c c o lad e s. 

Th e  p ro p o sa ls  ab o ve  em p ow e r 
e d u c a to rs  to  m ake  a  d iffe re n c e  lo c a lly  
an d  in te rn a tio n a lly. R a th e r th an  
e xp e c tin g  o th e rs  to  e s tab lish  p ro g re ss ive  
im m ig ra tio n  p o lic ie s, lo c a l sc h o o ls  an d  
sc h o o l sy stem s c an  a t  an y  t im e  o ffe r 
th e  k in d  o f sc h o o l re fu g e  an d  a ss is tan c e  
im m ig ran t s tu d e n ts  d e se rve  th ro u g h  
th e ir ow n  c om m itm en ts  to  tran sn a tio n a l 
s tu d e n ts. We lc om in g  an d  em b rac in g  
s tu d e n ts  b y  su p p o r tive  d a ily  d e c is io n s, 
sc h o o l ro u tin e s, an d  c o n tin u e d  ad vo c ac y  
a lw ays  m ake  a  p o s it ive  c o n trib u tio n  to  
tran sn a tio n a l s tu d e n t su c c e ss.  
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T e a c h i n g  f o r  E q u i t y  
i n  T w o -W a y  D u a l  
L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n :  
T h e  H i d d e n  C u r r i c u l u m  
B e h i n d  W h a t  W e  T e a c h  
a n d  H o w  W e  T e a c h

A s m u ltilin g u a l e d u c a to rs, w e  a re  
c o n stan tly  b om b ard e d  b y  c h o ic e s  
ab o u t th e  c u rric u lum . O n  an y  g ive n  

d ay, h ow  d o  w e  d e c id e  w h at kn ow le d g e  
c o u n ts  a s  im p o r tan t? H ow  d o  w e  
m ake  o u r s tu d e n ts  aw a re  o f im p o r tan t 
kn ow le d g e ? W h at u n d e rly in g  b e lie fs  
sh ap e  o u r d e c is io n s? A s  e d u c a to rs  w h o  
c a re  ab o u t so c ia l ju s t ic e , w e  w o rk  h a rd  
to  m ake  b o th  w h at w e  te ac h  an d  h ow  
w e  te ac h  fa ir an d  ju st  fo r a ll s tu d e n ts. 
Th is  a r t ic le  w ill fo c u s, in  p a r t ic u la r, o n  
lin g u is t ic a lly  m in o rit ize d  s tu d e n ts  in  tw o -
w ay  d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  
(TW BE ). 

C r i t i c a l  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  a t  t h e  C o r e

O fte n  in  TW BE , w e  b o ast th a t th e  
c u rric u lum  is  “th e  sam e” g rad e -le ve l 
c u rric u lum  a s  in  o th e r sc h o o ls, m e re ly  
d e live re d  in  th e  ta rg e t lan g u ag e . O u r 
in te n tio n  is  to  a sse r t  th a t th e  c u rric u lum  
is  n o t rem ed ia l in  an y  w ay, th a t it  is  th e  
sam e  rig o ro u s, g rad e -le ve l m ate ria l th a t 
s tu d e n ts  a re  re c e iv in g  in  o th e r h ig h -
q u a lity  sc h o o ls—a va lid  an d  w o r thw h ile  
a sse r t io n . 

Ye t, th e  g o a ls  an d  th e  p o p u la t io n  
o f a  TW BE  p ro g ram  a re  sp e c ific  an d  

q u ite  o fte n  d iffe re n t from  a  m o n o lin g u a l 
En g lish  p ro g ram  in  th e  sam e  c o n te x t. To  
e n su re  e q u ity, th e  c u rric u lum  n e e d s  to  
re fle c t th e se  d iffe re n c e s. M o re  th an  ju st  
p ro v id in g  th e  m a in stre am  c u rric u lum  in  
tw o  (o r m o re ) lan g u ag e s, a  TW BE  p ro g ram  
m u st c e n te r its  c u rric u lum  u p o n  th e  
vo ic e s  an d  kn ow le d g e  o f th e  m em b e rs  
o f its  ow n  c om m un ity, p a r t ic u la rly  th e  
o fte n -m arg in a lize d  m em b e rs, w h o se  
e xp e rie n c e s  w ill n o t n e c e ssa rily  b e  re fle c te d  
in  th e  m a in stre am  c u rric u lum . In  ad d it io n , 
TW BE  m u st d ire c tly  c o n fro n t an d  c a ll in to  
q u e stio n  w h at A p p le  (1990) d e sc rib e d  a s  th e  
“h id d e n  c u rric u lum ,” th e  w ays  th e  d om in an t 
so c ie ty  o b liq u e ly  g o ve rn s  o u r se le c tio n  
o f m ate ria ls  an d  m ed ia  an d  d e te rm in e s  
in c id e n ta l m om en ts, re la t io n sh ip s, ro u tin e s, 
an d  san c tio n e d  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  in  o u r 
c la ss ro om s. B e c au se  e q u ity  is  a  c o re  g o a l fo r 
TW BE  c la ss ro om s, w e  m u st e xp lic it ly  te ac h  
c rit ic a l aw a re n e ss  o f o p p re ss io n  an d  c e n te r 
h is to ric a lly  m a rg in a lize d  s to rie s  an d  vo ic e s  
in  te rm s o f b o th  th e  co n ten t  an d  d e live ry  
o f kn ow le d g e . In  o th e r w o rd s, w e  n e e d  to  
d e ve lo p  c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  (C e rvan te s-
So o n  e t  a l., 2017). 

Th e re  a re  m an y  p r o b le m a t i c  p o l i c i e s ,  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  th a t ru n  co un te r 
to  o u r e ffo r ts  to  e n g ag e  w ith  c rit ic a l 

c o n sc io u sn e ss  an d  u n d e rm in e  TW BE  
p ro g ram  e q u ity  an d  e ffe c tive n e ss. Fo r 
in s tan c e :

• To p -d o w n  c u r r i c u la r  m a n d a t e s , 
in  w h ic h  adm in is tra to rs  re q u ire  
r ig id  ad h e re n c e  to  te x tb o o ks  o r 
e x te rn a lly  su p p lie d  le sso n  p lan s  t ie d  
to  a c c o u n tab ility  re q u irem en ts. E ve n  
if ava ilab le  in  n o n -En g lish  lan g u ag e s, 
th e se  m an d ate s  tr y  to  im p o se  
id e n tic a l m ate ria ls  an d  a sse ssm en ts  
o n to  w ild ly  d iffe re n t c om m un it ie s  o f 
le a rn e rs  (an d  e xp e c t s im ila r re su lts). 

• S t r i c t  la n g u a g e  s e p a r a t io n  
p o l i c i e s  th a t e xp e c t te ac h e rs  
an d  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  to  iso la te  
p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s. Th e se  p o lic ie s  
u su a lly  v a lu e  s tan d a rd , m o n o lin g u a l 
lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  ab o ve  h yb rid /
ve rn ac u la r lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s—so  
b ilin g u a ls  h ave  to  n a rrow  th e ir 
c om m un ic a tio n  u n n atu ra lly. 

A s  e d u c a to rs  in  TW BE  p ro g ram s, w e  
m u st p u sh  b ac k  ag a in st  th e se  an d  o th e r 
s tru c tu ra l in e q u it ie s  in  m ak in g  e ve ry  
d e c is io n , in  d e s ig n in g  an d  d e live rin g  
e ve ry  le sso n , an d  in  e ve ry  e n g ag em en t 
o r in te ra c tio n . To  th a t e n d , th e  fo llow in g  
re c om m en d atio n s  a re  o ffe re d :

D e b o r a h  K .  P a lm e r,  P h .D .
U n ive rs ity  o f C o lo rad o –Bo u ld e r
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1 . C rit ic a lly-o rie n te d , c u ltu ra lly  su sta in in g  
(Pa ris  & A lim , 2017) b ilin g u a l 
c o n te n t th a t re fle c ts  th e  h is to rie s  
an d  e xp e rie n c e s  o f m a rg in a lize d  
c om m un it ie s  in  yo u r sc h o o l. 

2 . Pe d ag o g ie s  o f in c lu s io n , su c h  a s  
s tru c tu rin g  fo r th e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  
o f a ll an d  va lu in g  c o n trib u tio n s  o f 
m in o rit ize d  vo ic e s  (Pa lm e r, 2009).

3 . D e lib e ra te  lan g u ag e  u se , w h ic h  
e n c o u rag e s  fu ll e n g ag em en t in  b o th  
p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s, se p a ra te ly  an d  
to g e th e r, in c lu d in g  b ilin g u a l an d  
tran s lan g u ag in g  e n g ag em en ts, w ith  
an  em p h as is  o n  va lu in g  s tu d e n ts’ 
e ve ryd ay  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  a s  to o ls  
fo r kn ow le d g e  c o n stru c tio n  a t  a ll t im e s  
(Pa lm e r & M ar tín e z , 2013 ; Sán c h e z  e t  
a l., 2017).  

Th e  rem a in d e r o f th is  a r t ic le  w ill ad d re ss  
e ac h  o f th e se  re c om m en d atio n s  in  m o re  
d e p th .

1 .   T h e  K n o w le d g e  W e  S h o u ld  V a lu e  
a n d  C e n t e r  i n  a  T W B E  C u r r i c u lu m : 
C r i t i c a l l y  O r i e n t e d ,  C u l t u r a l l y  
S u s t a i n i n g  B i l i n g u a l  C o n t e n t

TWBE  p ro g ram s n e e d  a c ad em ic a lly  
r ig o ro u s  an d  c h a lle n g in g  tran s fo rm ative  
c u rric u la r m ate ria ls  th a t d raw  o n  c u ltu ra lly  
re le van t an d  c rit ic a l m u lt ic u ltu ra l c h ild re n ’s  
lite ra tu re  an d  d ive rse  n a rra tive s  o f h is to ry. 
E ve n  ve ry  yo u n g  c h ild re n  a re  aw a re  o f th e  
ra c e , c la ss, an d  s ta tu s  d iffe re n c e s  am o n g  
m em b e rs  o f th e ir c la ss ro om s, b u t w h e n  
e d u c a to rs  e xp lic it ly  te ac h  s tu d e n ts  to  h o n o r 
an d  ap p re c ia te  th e  lin g u is t ic  an d  c u ltu ra l 
re so u rc e s  o f th e ir p e e rs, p o s it ive  o u tc om e s  
h ave  b e e n  d o c um en te d  (K ib le r e t  a l., 
2014 ; L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2016). B y  se le c t in g  
c u rric u la r m ate ria ls  th a t e xp lic it ly  d e -c e n te r 
d om in an t p e rsp e c tive s, TW BE  p ro g ram s 
a c tive ly  a c kn ow le d g e  an d  c o u n te r th e  
h is to rie s  o f o p p re ss io n  th a t h ave  le d  to  
la rg e  d isc re p an c ie s  in  p ow e r an d  p riv ile g e , 
b e tw e e n , fo r e xam p le , sp e ake rs  o f Sp an ish  
an d  sp e ake rs  o f En g lish  in  th e  U S , B la c k  
an d  W h ite  s tu d e n ts, an d  m id d le  c la ss  
an d  p o o r s tu d e n ts. If e q u ity  is  a  g o a l, th is  
e xp lic it  a c kn ow le d gm en t m u st b e  p a r t  o f 
th e  m iss io n  o f a  TW BE  p ro g ram  th a t e n ro lls  
c h ild re n  from  a ll th e se  d ive rse  b ac kg ro u n d s  
in to  th e  sam e  c la ss ro om s. 

Im ag in e  a  sp ac e  in  w h ic h  th e  s to rie s  th a t 
live  an d  b re a th e  in  th e  c om m un ity  se rve d  
b y  a  sc h o o l a re  a llow ed  in to  th e  c la ss ro om , 
in  w h ic h  th e  e xp e rie n c e s  o f p a re n ts  

an d  c om m un ity  m em b e rs  c om p rise  th e  
c u rric u lum . If a ll c h ild re n ’s  s to rie s  an d  
e xp e rie n c e s  a re  va lu e d  an d  c o n trib u te  to  
th e  sc h o o l’s  c u rric u lum , th e n  a ll c h ild re n  
w ith in  th a t sc h o o l w ill se e  th em se lve s  in  
th e  san c tio n e d  kn ow le d g e  o f th e  sc h o o l. 

U n fo r tu n a te ly, in  m an y  d is tric ts, p a r t ic u la rly  
in  sc h o o ls  w ith  la rg e  n um b e rs  o f E L-
id e n tifie d  s tu d e n ts  an d  sc h o o ls  w ith  
la rg e  n um b e rs  o f s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r, 
te a c h e rs  a re  m an d ate d  to  u se  p a r t ic u la r 
p u b lish e d  m a in stre am  c u rric u la r m ate ria ls. 
Bu t te ac h e rs  an d  s tu d e n ts  n e e d  to  b e  
p e rso n a lly  in ve ste d  in  th e  id e a s  w ith  w h ic h  
th e y  e n g ag e . Th is  c om e s  m o st e a s ily  w h e n  
w e  d e s ig n  o r m o d ify  th e  c u rric u lum  to  
su it  o u r c o n te x ts. W h e n  w e  te ac h  in  TW BE  
p ro g ram s, w e  in e v itab ly  fin d  o u rse lve s  
in ve n tin g , c re a tin g , an d  ad ap tin g  c u rric u la . 
Le t  u s  em b rac e  th is  w o rk  a s  an  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  d e ve lo p  c rit ic a l, an ti-ra c is t, c u ltu ra lly  
su sta in in g  le sso n s  w ith in  la rg e r sc o p e s  
an d  se q u e n c e s  th a t a re  d e ve lo pm en ta lly  
ap p ro p ria te , r ig o ro u s, an d  m e e t th e  sc h o o l’s  
o ve ra ll g o a ls. 

2 .   D e l i v e r i n g  t h e  T W B E  C u r r i c u lu m : 
P e d a g o g i e s  o f  I n c lu s i o n

Be yo n d  th e  m ate ria ls  an d  id e a s  th a t 
w e  se le c t  to  re c e ive  fo c u s  in  le sso n s, 
th e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  s tru c tu re s  w e  se t  u p  
in  th e  c la ss ro om  m ake  u p  a  c rit ic a l an d  
o fte n  “h id d e n” (A p p le , 1990) p a r t  o f th e  
c u rric u lum . H ow  w e  te ac h  im p a r ts  le sso n s  
ju st  a s  m u c h  a s  wha t  w e  te ac h : c h ild re n  
m ay  em e rg e  from  c la ss ro om  e xp e rie n c e s  
b e lie v in g  th e y  p o sse ss  kn ow le d g e  w o r th  

sh a rin g , th e y  m ay  c om e  aw ay  w ith  th e  
im p re ss io n  th a t th e ir vo ic e  is  n o t a s  
im p o r tan t a s  o th e rs’ vo ic e s, o r th e y  m ay  
e n d  u p  b e lie v in g  th e y  c an n o t e ve n  ta lk  
ap p ro p ria te ly  fo r th e  c la ss ro om . 

O n e  e lem en t o f p eda g o g ies o f in c lu sio n  is  
aw a re n e ss  o f p a r t ic ip a tio n  s tru c tu re s. A t 
th e  ro o t o f TW BE  is  th e  a ssum p tio n  th a t 
le a rn in g  h ap p e n s  w ith  e n g ag em en t: w h e n  
s tu d e n ts  ta lk  ab o u t id e a s  an d  lis te n  to  
o th e rs, th e y  c o -c o n stru c t  n ew  kn ow le d g e ; 
w h e n  s tu d e n ts  ta lk  an d  lis te n  to  n ew  
lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s, th e y  a c q u ire  th em . 
Te ac h e rs  n e e d  to  th in k  c a re fu lly  ab o u t tu rn -
tak in g  p a tte rn s  in  th e ir c la ss ro om s: h ow  d o  
th e y  e n su re  a ll s tu d e n ts’ vo ic e s  a re  h e a rd  
in  th e  c la ss ro om ? O p e n -e n d e d  w h o le  c la ss  
d isc u ss io n s  te n d  to  favo r p a r t ic ip a tio n  b y  
th o se  w h o  fe e l m o st c om fo r tab le  in  fo rm a l 
sc h o o lin g  sp ac e s, u su a lly  m em b e rs  o f th e  
d om in an t (En g lish  sp e ak in g , m id d le  c la ss, 
w h ite ) c om m un ity. E xp lic it ly  s tru c tu rin g  a  
c o n ve rsa tio n  w ith , fo r e xam p le , a  “ta lk in g  
s t ic k ” an d  p ro v id in g  c le a r in s tru c tio n s  fo r 
ro le s  o r tu rn -tak in g  w ill sc affo ld  c h ild re n  to  
le a rn  to  sh a re  th e  flo o r.  

D esig n in g  eq u ita b le  g ro up  wo rk  is  an o th e r 
a sp e c t o f p e d ag o g ie s  o f in c lu s io n . A c ro ss  
th e  b o a rd , TW BE  lite ra tu re  c a lls  fo r 
c h ild re n  to  w o rk  to g e th e r in  g ro u p s  to  
fa c ilita te  lan g u ag e  an d  c o n te n t le a rn in g  
an d  a c tive  e n g ag em en t (H ow ard  e t  a l., 
2018). H ow e ve r, m e re ly  p u tt in g  c h ild re n  
in to  g ro u p s  d o e s  n o t g u a ran te e  e q u itab le  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  an d  e n g ag em en t. G ro u p  w o rk  
is  c om p le x  (C o h e n , 1994), an d  c h ild re n  
n e e d  to  b e  tau g h t th e  sk ills  to  e n g ag e  an d  
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le a rn  to g e th e r in  p a irs  o r g ro u p s. It  ta ke s  
c o n stan t an d  d e lib e ra te  w o rk . 

3 .   D e l i v e r i n g  t h e  T W B E  C u r r i c u lu m : 
I n t e n t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e  
E n g a g e m e n t  

TWBE  p ro g ram s d em an d  ric h  an d  
sh e lte re d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r b ilin g u a l 
lan g u ag e  e n g ag em en t th ro u g h o u t th e  
c u rric u lum . Th is  b rin g s  to  th e  su r fa c e  
c h a lle n g e s  o n  se ve ra l le ve ls  a s  w e  co n sid e r 
w ha t la n g ua g es a n d  la n g ua g e  p ra c tic es 
sh o u ld  b e  in c lu d ed  in  th e  sa n c tio n ed  
la n g ua g es o f th e  c la ssro om  a n d  h ow  th ey 
sh o u ld  b e  a rra n g ed . 

Le t  u s  firs t  c o n s id e r th e  tw o  (o r 
m o re ) n am ed  p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s, a s  
c o n ve n tio n a lly  d e fin e d : s tan d a rd  En g lish , 
s tan d a rd  Sp an ish , s tan d a rd  M an d a rin , e tc . 
G ive n  th e  p re se n c e  o f s tu d e n ts  w h o  a re  
le a rn e rs  o f b o th  (o r a ll) p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s, 
te ac h e rs  in  TW BE  a re  c o n stan tly  aw a re  
o f th e  lan g u ag e  d em an d s  in  a ll o f th e ir 
le sso n s. W ith  su c h  aw are n e ss  c om e s  a  risk  
th a t w e  w ill su c c um b  to  s im p lific a tio n  
in  o u r in stru c tio n a l p ra c tic e s—e ith e r 
o f lan g u ag e  o r c o n te n t—in  o rd e r to  
a c c om m o d ate  c h ild re n  from  o n e  o r th e  
o th e r lan g u ag e  b ac kg ro u n d . Th is  is  n o t 
a  b a lan c e d  risk  – it  is  a  p a r t ic u la r r isk  
w h e n  w e  a re  in stru c tin g  in  a  m in o rit ize d  
lan g u ag e  fo r se ve ra l re a so n s. 

F irs t, it  is  th e  n a tu re  o f lan g u ag e  
d om in an c e  th a t c h ild re n  w h o  a re  th e  
sp e ake rs  o f d om in an t lan g u ag e s  a ssum e  
th e y  a re  e n tit le d  to  u n d e rstan d  w h at is  
sa id . In  th e  U S , w e  c o n stan tly  s tru g g le  
ag a in st  th e  d om in an c e  o f En g lish , su c h  
th a t in stru c tio n  in  an y  o th e r lan g u ag e  
is  m a rke d , n o tic e d , an d  su b je c t  to  
q u e stio n in g  b y  m em b e rs  o f th e  d om in an t 
c om m un ity  – e ve n  in  th e  c o n te x t o f a  
TW BE  p ro g ram  (N u ñ e z  & Pa lm e r, 2017). 

En g lish -d om in an t sp e ake rs  in  TW BE  
p ro g ram s te n d  to  p u sh  b ac k  ag a in st  
m in o rity  lan g u ag e  in stru c tio n , an d  te ac h e rs  
c o n tin u o u s ly  s tru g g le  to  m a in ta in  a  sp ac e  
fo r n o n -En g lish  lan g u ag e s  (Pa lm e r, 2009). 

S e c o n d , b e c au se  o f h is to ric  lin g u is t ic  
m a rg in a liza tio n  an d  th e  im p ac ts  o f o u r 
ow n  sc h o o lin g , e ve n  b ilin g u a l c e r t ifie d  
te ac h e rs  a re  o fte n  s tro n g e r in  th e  d om in an t 
lan g u ag e  o r in se c u re  ab o u t th e ir b ilin g u a l 
c om p e te n c ie s, m ak in g  it  e a s ie r fo r te ac h e rs  
to  c h o o se  to  te ac h  in  an d  th ro u g h  En g lish  
(Ek  e t  a l., 2013). Th ird , m o re  a ttra c t ive  
m ate ria ls  a re  u su a lly  ava ilab le  in  th e  
d om in an t lan g u ag e . A ll o f th e se  fo rc e s  a re  
se t  u p  ag a in st  a  TW BE  p ro g ram ’s  g o a l o f 
c e n te rin g  an d  h o n o rin g  th e  “ta rg e t” o r n o n -
En g lish  lan g u ag e . 

N ow , if w e  m o ve  b e yo n d  ju st  th in k in g  
ab o u t th e  tw o  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs, b e yo n d  
th e  d ic h o tom y  o f th e  “d om in an t” an d  
“m in o rity ” lan g u ag e , w e  a rrive  a t  an o th e r 
laye r o f c om p le x ity. Te ac h e rs  m ay  b e  q u ite  
s tro n g  in  b o th  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs  o f a  
p ro g ram ’s  ta rg e t lan g u ag e s, b u t m ay  n o t 
b e  fam ilia r w ith  o r re sp e c tfu l o f th e  lo c a l 
v a rie t ie s  o r h yb rid  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  o f 
s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir fam ilie s  (B ric e ñ o , 2018 ; 
M a r tín e z  e t  a l., 2015). Su c h  m ono g lo ssic  
id e o lo g ie s, o r id e o lo g ie s  o f lin g u is t ic  
p u rism  re la te d  to  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs, c an  
b e  d e trim e n ta l fo r s tu d e n ts  w h o se  h om e  
lan g u ag e s  re fle c t h yb rid ity  o r v a ria t io n . 
In  fa c t, m an y  TW BE  p ro g ram s c o n tin u e  to  
iso la te  p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s  (e .g ., En g lish  
an d  Sp an ish ) th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tire  
p ro g ram , ad h e rin g  rig id ly  to  a  se p a ra tio n  
o f lan g u ag e s  th a t im p lie s  e xc lu s ive  fo c u s  
u p o n  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs. Su c h  rig id ity  
c an  h ave  th e  u n in te n d e d  c o n se q u e n c e  
o f u n d e rm in in g  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts’ 
b ilin g u a l id e n tit ie s  an d  d e va lu in g  th e ir 
e ve ryd ay  h yb rid  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s. P lu s, 
s tu d e n ts  h ave  le ss  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d e ve lo p  

m e ta lin g u is t ic  aw a re n e ss, w h ic h  is  c ru c ia l 
fo r b ilin g u a l p ra c tic e s, su c h  a s  tran s la t io n , 
in te rp re ta tio n , an d  o p e ra tin g  a c ro ss  
lan g u ag e  c om m un it ie s  (D o rn e r e t  a l., 2007). 

H ow  c an  TW BE  e d u c a to rs  re so lve—o r 
a t  le a st  s trad d le—th is  o b v io u s  te n s io n  
b e tw e e n  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  to  d e ve lo p  
s tu d e n ts’ sk ills  in  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs  o f b o th  
En g lish  an d  Sp an ish  (e sp e c ia lly  Sp an ish ); 
an d  th e  n e e d  to  h o n o r b ilin g u a lism  an d  
b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts’ h om e  ve rn ac u la r 
lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  an d  d e ve lo p  
m e ta lin g u is t ic  sk ills?

Th e re  is  n o  e a sy  an sw e r, b u t I d o  h ave  som e  
id e as. I p ro p o se  an  in te n tio n a l p lan  fo r 
lan g u ag e  u se  th a t m atc h e s  th e  lan g u ag e  
b ac kg ro u n d s  an d  n e e d s  o f th e  p ro g ram ’s  
p o p u la tio n . A lth o u g h  w e  te n d  to  d e fin e  
o u r TW BE  p ro g ram s th ro u g h  b lan ke t 
p e rc e n tag e s, su c h  a s  “50/50” o r “90/10”, 
th e re  is  n o  o n e  re c ip e  th a t su its  a ll s tu d e n ts  
o r a ll p ro g ram s; a t  b e st, th e se  p e rc e n tag e s  
m e re ly  se rve  to  u n ify  a  c om m un ity  a ro u n d  
th e ir c om m itm en ts  to  e ac h  o f th e ir 
p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s. Th e re  is  n o  m ag ic  
in  th e se  n um b e rs. I am  a lso  su sp ic io u s  
o f o n e -s ize -fits-a ll p ro g ram  m o d e ls  an d  
to p -d ow n , la rg e -sc a le  im p lem en ta tio n  
p lan s—esp e c ia lly  if th e y  d o  n o t in ve st  
d e e p ly  in  te ac h e rs’ p ro fe ss io n a l p re p a ra tio n . 
Th e re  is  n ever an  e a sy  re c ip e ; th e re  is  a lwa ys  
a  n e e d  fo r p ro fe ss io n a l an d  c om m un ity  
e n g ag em en t, o n g o in g  in ve stm en t, an d  
c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss.

Bu t w e  d o  h ave  e v id e n c e  ab o u t w h at typ e s  
o f p ro g ram m atic  s tru c tu re s  h ave  w o rke d  
w ith  c e r ta in  p o p u la tio n s. Fo r in s tan c e , w e  
kn ow  th a t En g lish -d om in an t s tu d e n ts  in  
TW BE  sc h o o ls  le a rn  m o re  Sp an ish  w h e n  
th e y  h ave  m o re  t im e  in  sc h o o l fo c u se d  o n  
Sp an ish  (L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2001). F rom  th is  
sam e  s tu d y, an d  se ve ra l o th e rs, w e  a lso  
kn ow  th a t Sp an ish -d om in an t s tu d e n ts  
p e r fo rm  ju st  a s  w e ll in  En g lish  w h e n  th e y  
le a rn  in  a  p ro g ram  th a t p ro v id e s  a  m a jo rity  
o f th e ir in s tru c tio n  in  Sp a n ish , a s  lo n g  a s  
th e y  a re  a lso  p ro v id e d  e xc e lle n t in stru c tio n  
in  En g lish  (L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2001 ; R o ls tad  e t  
a l., 2005). 

Fu r th e rm o re , w e  h ave  in c re a s in g  e v id e n c e  
th a t s im u ltan e o u s  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  
(w h o  a re  m o re  an d  m o re  th e  p o p u la tio n  
w e  se rve  in  TW BE  an d  o th e r b ilin g u a l 
p ro g ram s) th rive  in  th e ir a c ad em ic  an d  
lin g u is t ic  d e ve lo pm en t in  a  p ro g ram  o f 
p a ire d  lite ra c y  (E sc am illa  e t  a l., 2014) 
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o r tra n sla n g ua g in g  p ed a g o g ies  (G a rc ía  
e t  a l., 2016 ; Sán c h e z  e t  a l., 2017). B y  
“tran s lan g u ag in g  p e d ag o g ie s,” I m e an  a  
s tru c tu re d , p lan n e d , an d  in te n tio n a l u se  
o f tw o  lan g u ag e s  in  th e  sam e  sp ac e  an d  
o fte n  a t  th e  sam e  t im e , w ith  th e  e xp lic it  
p e d ag o g ic a l in te n tio n  o f d e ve lo p in g  
s tu d e n ts’ b ilite ra c y  an d  a c ad em ic  sk ills . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly, som e  h ave  m isu n d e rsto o d  
th e  te rm  to  m e an  “a  so r t  o f lin g u is t ic  
fre e -fo r-a ll” (F re d  G e n e se e , p e rso n a l 
c om m un ic a tio n , N o vem b e r 2018). I q u ite  
ag re e  w ith  c rit ic s  th a t in  th e  En g lish -
d om in an t c o n te x t o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s, 
Sp an ish  w o u ld  n o t like ly  th rive  in  a  “fre e -
fo r-a ll” w ith  En g lish -d om in an t sp e ake rs  
p re se n t. 

In s te ad , I am  d e sc rib in g  a  c le a rly  
s tru c tu re d  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  p lan  th a t 
in c lu d e s  t im e  fo r fo c u se d  in stru c tio n  
in  e ac h  o f th e  s tan d a rd  re g is te rs  o f a  
p ro g ram ’s  ta rg e t lan g u ag e s  an d  t im e  fo r 
b ilin g ua l e n g ag em en t, w ith  a c t iv it ie s  su c h  
a s  tran s la t io n /in te rp re ta tio n , b ilin g u a l 
d isc u ss io n s, o r e n g ag em en t w ith  b ilin g u a l 
te x ts. D u rin g  b ilin g u a l t im e , te ac h e rs  m ay  
e xp lic it ly  a sk  s tu d e n ts  to  d raw  o n  a  te x t  
in  o n e  lan g u ag e  an d  d e ve lo p  a  re sp o n se  
in  an o th e r o r to  d raw  o n  re so u rc e s  
a c ro ss  b o th  (o r a ll) th e ir lan g u ag e s  to  
c o llab o ra tive ly  p ro d u c e  a  w ritte n  o r 

o ra l re p o r t  (w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  b ilin g u a l 
o r m o n o lin g u a l, d e p e n d in g  u p o n  th e  
in te n d e d  au d ie n c e ) (C e lic  & Se ltze r, 2011). 
In  o th e r w o rd s, a lo n g  w ith  d e s ig n a tin g  
sp e c ific  in stru c tio n a l p e rio d s  o r to p ic s  
to  h ave  a  “Sp an ish  fo c u s” an d  “En g lish  
fo c u s,” sc h o o ls  m ig h t e xp lic it ly  d e s ig n a te  a  
“tran s lan g u ag in g ” o r “b ilin g u a l fo c u s” t im e  
d u rin g  th e  sc h o o l d ay. A n d  e ve n  d u rin g  
“Sp an ish  fo c u s” an d  “En g lish  fo c u s” t im e s, 
w h ile  w e  m ay  u lt im ate ly  e xp e c t s tu d e n ts  
to  p ro d u c e  w o rk  th a t re fle c ts  a  m aste ry  
o f lan g u ag e  an d  c o n te n t o b je c tive s  in  
s tan d a rd  re g is te rs, w e  n e e d  to  a llow  th em  
to  a ccess th e ir fu ll lin g u istic  rep erto ire s  a s  
th e y  d o  th e  c h a lle n g in g  c o g n it ive  w o rk  
a lo n g  th e  w ay. 

W ith o u t sa c rific in g  s tu d e n ts’ o p p o r tu n it ie s  
to  le a rn  an d  p ra c tic e  s tan d a rd  lan g u ag e  
re g is te rs  in  b o th  p ro g ram  lan g u ag e s, 
TW BE  sc h o o ls  c an  an d  sh o u ld  e n g ag e  
c h ild re n ’s  d e ve lo p in g  b ilin g u a l sk ills  
an d  e n c o u rag e  th em  to  a c c e ss  a ll th e ir 
lan g u ag e  sk ills  to  le a rn . Th is  su p p o r ts  
p o s it ive  b ilin g u a l id e n tity  d e ve lo pm en t fo r 
A LL  s tu d e n ts. H ow e ve r, g ive n  th e  low e r 
s ta tu s  o f ve rn ac u la r an d  h yb rid  lan g u ag e  
p ra c tic e s, th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  th in k , 
ta lk , an d  w o rk  w ith  o n e ’s  fu ll lin g u is t ic  
re p e r to ire  is  m o st im p o r tan t fo r th o se  w h o  
c om e  from  fam ilie s  an d  c om m un it ie s  in  

R e fe re n c e s

Ap p le , M . (1990). Id eo lo g y a n d  c u rric u lum . R o u tle d g e , C h apm an  & H a ll, In c .
B ric e ñ o , A . (2018). “En  e sp añ o l e sa  p a lab ra  n o  t ie n e  n in g ú n  se n tid o :” A  c ro ss-c a se  

an a ly s is  o f th re e  M e x ic an  Am e ric an  d u a l lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs’ lan g u ag e  id e o lo g ie s  
an d  in stru c tio n a l d iffe re n c e s. In te rn a tio n a l M u ltilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 12 (4 ), 
288–301 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/19313152 .2018 .1470436  

C e lic , C ., & Se ltze r, K . (2011). Tran s lan g u ag in g : A  C U N Y-N YS IEB  g u id e  fo r e d u c a to rs. 
C ity  U n ive rs ity  o f N ew  Yo rk . h ttp s ://w ww.c u n y-n ys ie b .o rg /w p -c o n te n t/
u p lo ad s/2016/04/Tran s lan g u ag in g -G u id e -M arc h -2013 .p d f 

C e rvan te s-So o n , C . G ., D o rn e r, L ., Pa lm e r, D ., H e im an , D ., S c hw e rd tfe g e r, R ., & C h o i, J . 
(2017). C om b atin g  in e q u a lit ie s  in  tw o -w ay  lan g u ag e  im m e rs io n  p ro g ram s: Tow ard  
c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n  sp ac e s. Rev iew  o f re sea rc h  in  ed u ca tio n , 
41(1 ), 403–427 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .3102/0091732X 17690120  

C o h e n , E . (1994). D esig n in g  g ro upwo rk : S tra teg ies fo r th e  h e te ro g en eo u s c la ssro om . 
Te ac h e rs  C o lle g e  P re ss.

D o rn e r, L . M ., O re llan a , M . F., & L i‐G rin in g , C . P. (2007). “I H e lp e d  M y  M om ," an d  It  
H e lp e d  M e : Tran s la t in g  th e  Sk ills  o f Lan g u ag e  B ro ke rs  in to  Im p ro ve d  S tan d a rd ize d  
Te st  S c o re s. Am erica n  Jo u rn a l o f Ed u ca tio n , 113 (3 ), 451–478 . h ttp s ://d o i.
o rg /10 .1086/512740  

Ek , L . D ., Sán c h e z , P., & Q u ijad a  C e re c e r, P. D . (2013). L in g u is t ic  v io le n c e , in se c u rity, 
an d  w o rk : Lan g u ag e  id e o lo g ie s  o f La tin a/o  b ilin g u a l te ac h e r c an d id a te s  in  Te xa s. 
In te rn a tio n a l M u ltilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 7 (3 ), 197–219 .  
h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/19313152 .2013 .768144  

E sc am illa , K ., H o p ew e ll, S ., Bu tv ilo fsky, S ., Sp a rrow , W., So lte ro -G o n zá le z , L ., Ru iz-
F ig u e ro a , O ., & E sc am illa , M . (2014). Bilite ra c y from  th e  sta rt: L ite ra c y sq ua red  in  
a c tio n . C as lo n  Pu b lish in g .

G a rc ía , O ., Ib a rra  Jo h n so n , S ., & Se ltze r, K . (2016). Th e  tra n sla n g ua g in g  c la ssro om : 
Levera g in g  stu d en t b ilin g ua lism  fo r lea rn in g  (1  e d it io n ). C a s lo n  Pu b lish in g .

H ow ard , E ., L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K ., R o g e rs, D ., O lag u e , N ., M e d in a , J ., K e n n e d y, B ., Su g a rm an , 
J., & C h ris t ian , D . (2018). G u id in g  p rin c ip le s fo r d ua l la n g ua g e  ed u ca tio n  – Th ird  
Ed it io n . C e n te r fo r A p p lie d  L in g u is t ic s. h ttp ://w ww.c a l.o rg /re so u rc e -c e n te r/
p u b lic a tio n s/g u id in g -p rin c ip le s-3  

w h ic h  n o n -stan d a rd , n o n -m id d le -c la ss  
lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  a re  th e  n o rm—in  
o th e r w o rd s, fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  th a t b ilin g ua l 
p ro g ram s w ere  in itia lly  d eve lo p ed  to  se rve . 

Fu n d am en ta lly, w e  a ll n e e d  to  b e  c le a r 
th a t w h e th e r o r n o t p a r t ic u la r lan g u ag e  
p ra c tic e s  a re  p a r t  o f a  s tan d a rd  re g is te r o f 
an y  p a r t ic u la r n am ed  lan g u ag e , a  c h ild ’s  
lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  a re  e xp re ss io n s  o f th e ir 
c u ltu re , id e n tity, an d  c o g n it ive  s tre n g th , 
an d  a re  th e re fo re  in te llig e n t an d  c re a tive  
an d  q u ite  ad e q u ate  to  su sta in  a c ad em ic  
th in k in g  an d  su p p o r t  le a rn in g  (Pa lm e r & 
M ar tín e z , 2013). 

C o n c lu s i o n

Q u e stio n s  re vo lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  
kn ow le d g e  w e  va lu e  in  TW BE , th e  
s tru c tu re s  w e  se le c t  fo r d is trib u tin g  th is  
kn ow le d g e  to  an d  w ith  s tu d e n ts, an d  
th e  lan g u ag e  p ra c tic e s  w e  h o n o r in  th is  
p ro c e ss  a re  c ru c ia l if w e  c a re  ab o u t e q u ity  
an d  ju st ic e . TW BE  p re se n ts  u s  w ith  a  
u n iq u e  an d  am az in g  o p p o r tu n ity : to  b rin g  
c om m un it ie s  to g e th e r u n d e r th e  b an n e r 
o f b u ild in g  a  m o re  e q u itab le , m u lt ilin g u a l, 
m u lt ic u ltu ra l w o rld  an d  to  te ac h  o u r 
c h ild re n  to  le ad  th e  w ay  in to  a  b e tte r 
fu tu re . In  o rd e r to  re a lize  th is  v is io n , w e  
m u st p u t c rit ic a l c o n sc io u sn e ss  a t  th e  c o re .

K ib le r, A ., Sa le rn o , A ., & H a rd ig re e , C . (2014). M o re  th an  b e in g  in  a  c la ss : A d o le sc e n ts’ 
e th n o lin g u is t ic  in s ig h ts  in  a  tw o -w ay  d u a l-lan g u ag e  p ro g ram . La n gua g e  a n d  
Ed u ca tio n , 28 (3 ), 251–275 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/09500782 .2013 .822880  

L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . (2001). D ua l La n g ua g e  Ed u ca tio n . M u lt ilin g u a l M atte rs.
L in d h o lm -Le a ry, K . (2016). S tu d e n ts’ p e rc e p tio n s  o f b ilin g u a lism  in  Sp an ish  an d  

M an d a rin  d u a l lan g u ag e  p ro g ram s. In te rn a tio n a l M u ltilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 10 (1 ), 
59–70 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/19313152 .2016 .1118671  

M ar tín e z , R . A ., H ik id a , M ., & D u rán , L . (2015). U n p ac k in g  id e o lo g ie s  o f lin g u is t ic  p u rism : 
H ow  d u a l lan g u ag e  te ac h e rs  m ake  se n se  o f e ve ryd ay  tran s lan g u ag in g . In te rn a tio n a l 
M u ltilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 9 (1 ), 26–42 .  
h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/19313152 .2014 .977712  

N u ñ e z , I., & Pa lm e r, D . (2017). W h o  w ill b e  b ilin g u a l? A  c rit ic a l d isc o u rse  an a ly s is  o f 
a  Sp an ish -En g lish  b ilin g u a l p a ir. C ritica l In q u iry  in  La n g ua g e  S tu d ies, 14 (4 ), p p . 
294–319 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/15427587 .2016 .1266266  

Pa lm e r, D . K . (2009). M id d le -c la ss  En g lish  sp e ake rs  in  a  tw o -w ay  im m e rs io n  b ilin g u a l 
c la ss ro om : Eve ryb o d y  sh o u ld  b e  lis te n in g  to  Jo n a th an  rig h t n ow ... TESO L  Q ua rte rly , 
43 (2 ), 177–202 .

Pa lm e r, D . K ., & M ar tín e z , R . A . (2013). Te ac h e r ag e n c y  in  b ilin g u a l sp ac e s : A  fre sh  lo o k  
a t  p re p a rin g  te ac h e rs  to  e d u c a te  La tin a/o  b ilin g u a l c h ild re n . Rev iew  o f R esea rc h  in  
Ed u ca tio n , 37(1 ), 269–297 . h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .3102/0091732X 12463556  

Pa ris , D ., & A lim , H . S . (Ed s.). (2017). C u ltu ra lly  su sta in in g  p ed a g o g ies: Tea c h in g  a n d  lea rn in g  
fo r ju stic e  in  a  c h a n g in g  wo rld . Te ac h e rs  C o lle g e  P re ss.

R o ls tad , K ., M ah o n e y, K ., & G la ss, G . V. (2005). Th e  b ig  p ic tu re : A  m e ta-an a ly s is  o f p ro g ram  
e ffe c tive n e ss  re se a rc h  o n  En g lish  lan g u ag e  le a rn e rs. Edu ca tio n a l Po lic y, 19(4 ), 
572–594 .

Sán c h e z , M . T. (M a ite ), G a rc ía , O ., & So lo rza , C . (2017). R e fram in g  lan g u ag e  a llo c a tio n  
p o lic y  in  d u a l lan g u ag e  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n . Bilin g ua l R esea rc h  Jo u rn a l, 0 (0 ), 1–15 . 
h ttp s ://d o i.o rg /10 .1080/15235882 .2017 .1405098

https://doi.org/10.1080/19313152.2018.1470436
https://www.cuny-nysieb.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Translanguaging-Guide-March-2013.pdf
https://www.cuny-nysieb.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Translanguaging-Guide-March-2013.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3102/0091732X17690120
https://doi.org/10.1086/512740
https://doi.org/10.1086/512740
https://doi.org/10.1080/19313152.2013.768144 
http://www.cal.org/resource-center/publications/guiding-principles-3
http://www.cal.org/resource-center/publications/guiding-principles-3
https://doi.org/10.1080/09500782.2013.822880
https://doi.org/10.1080/19313152.2016.1118671
https://doi.org/10.1080/19313152.2014.977712
https://doi.org/10.1080/15427587.2016.1266266
https://doi.org/10.3102/0091732X12463556
https://doi.org/10.1080/15235882.2017.1405098


2021   M u l t i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t o r  -  1 1 1 T e a c h i n g  a n d  L e a r n i n g

M y t h s  a n d  F a c t s  a b o u t  C h i l d r e n  w i t h  (D i s )a b i l i t i e s  i n  
B i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t i o n

Th re e  ye a rs  ag o , w h ile  c o n d u c tin g  re se a rc h  
o n  c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  in  b ilin g u a l 
p ro g ram s, I h e a rd  c om m en ts  su c h  a s  “w e ’re  
an  in c lu s ive  sc h o o l, so  o u r te ac h e rs  d o n ’t  
h ave  a c c e ss  to  th e ir s tu d e n ts’ IE Ps” an d  “w e  
d o n ’t  a c c e p t re fe rra ls  fo r sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n  
u n til th e y  [En g lish  Le a rn e rs] b e c om e  
m o re  p ro fic ie n t in  En g lish—aro u n d  3 rd  
g rad e” (A rc h e y, 2017). To d ay, d e sp ite  th e  
re se a rc h  an d  p ra c tic a l kn ow le d g e , th e se  
m isc o n c e p tio n s  c o n tin u e  to  se e p  in to  
o u r b ilin g u a l sp ac e s. M o st d ra st ic a lly, 
th e se  m yth s  u n fo ld  v iew s  th a t p lay  a  
fu n d am en ta l ro le  in  w h o  g e ts  to  p a r t ic ip a te  
in  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram m in g . Th e  s ta tem en ts  
th a t fo llow  re c ap  c om m o n ly  h e ld  b ilin g u a l 
m yth s  ab o u t c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  
a lo n g s id e  re se a rc h  d isp e llin g  su c h  m yth s. 

M y th : E xp o su re  to  m o re  th an  o n e  lan g u ag e  “o ve rlo ad s” th e  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  
c ap ab ilit ie s  o f c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s. 

F a c t :  R e se a rc h  h a s  c o n s is te n tly  d isp ro ve n  an y  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  
c ap ab ilit ie s  (e .g ., vo c ab u la ry, g ram m atic a l m o rp h o lo g y) b e tw e e n  b ilin g u a l c h ild re n  
w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  ve rsu s  m o n o lin g u a l c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  (B ric e  & B ric e , 2009 ; 
K ay-R a in in g  B ird  e t  a l., 2005 ; Pa rad is  e t  a l., 2003 ; Pe te rse n , M a rin o va-To d d , & M ire n d a , 
2012 ; R o b illa rd  e t  a l., 2014). M e an in g , c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  h ave  s im ila r s tru g g le s, 
g e n e ra lly  sp e ak in g , w h e th e r th e y  a re  e xp o se d  to  m o re  th an  o n e  lan g u ag e  o r n o t. Th is  
h a s  b e e n  sh ow n  ac ro ss  (d is)ab ility  c a te g o rie s  (e .g ., au tism  sp e c trum  d iso rd e r (A SD ), 
sp e c ific  lan g u ag e  im p a irm en t (SL I), in te lle c tu a l d isab ilit ie s  (ID ), an d  a c ro ss  lan g u ag e s  
(e .g ., C h in e se /En g lish , F re n c h /En g lish , Sp an ish /En g lish ). 

O p p o r t u n i t y :  B ilin g u a l te ac h e rs  c an  c o n trib u te  g re a tly  to  d isp e llin g  th is  m yth  th ro u g h  
c a re fu l tra c k in g  o f th e ir b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s’ lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  
m ile sto n e s/g row th  an d  th e  su b se q u e n t d issem in a tio n  o f th o se  fin d in g s  w ith  p a re n ts  
an d  th e  e d u c a tio n  c om m un ity-a t-la rg e  (e .g ., o th e r te ac h e rs, a t  c o n fe re n c e s, e tc .). 
S im ila rly, p a re n ts  o f b ilin g u a l c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  sh o u ld  b e  e n c o u rag e d  to  
c o n tin u e  su p p o r tin g  th e ir c h ild re n  in  th e ir h om e  lan g u ag e (s).

X o c h i t l  A r c h e y , P h .D .
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n ive rs ity-San  M arc o s

U n c o v e r i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  b y  D i s p e l l i n g  t h e  M y t h s
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M y th : B ilin g u a l p ro g ram s a re  n o t ad v isab le  fo r c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s.

F a c t :  Pa r t ic u la rly  a s  it  p e r ta in s  to  p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  a  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram , c u rre n t re se a rc h  
h a s  n o t fo u n d  d iffe re n c e s  in  a c ad em ic  p e r fo rm an c e  b e tw e e n  c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  
in  b ilin g u a l p ro g ram s ve rsu s  m o n o lin g u a l p ro g ram s (G e n e se e  & L in d h o lm -Le a ry, 2013 ; 
M ye rs, 2009 ; R e e tzke  e t  a l., 2015 ; Ware , Lye , & Kyffi n , 2015). O n  th e  c o n tra ry, th e  lite ra tu re  
su g g e sts  th a t su p p o r tin g  th e  b ilin g u a lism  o f c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  fa c ilita te s  
lan g u ag e  an d  so c ia l d e ve lo pm en t. Fo r En g lish  Le a rn e rs  (E L s) w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s, th is  is  
e sp e c ia lly  im p o r tan t fo r se ve ra l re a so n s. It  su p p o r ts  th e ir c u ltu ra l an d  lin g u is t ic  id e n tit ie s  
an d  s tre n g th e n s  a c c e ss  to  so c io em o tio n a l/b e h av io ra l re so u rc e s  in  a  lan g u ag e  th a t is  
su p p o r te d  a t  h om e . 

O p p o r t u n i t y :  B ilin g u a l sc h o o l s ite s  sh o u ld  take  s te p s  tow ard s  th e  a c tive  re c ru itm en t o f 
E L s  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s, a c t ive ly  re c ru it in g  an d  su p p o r tin g  th em  in  th e ir lin g u is t ic  jo u rn e ys. 
Eq u a lly  im p o r tan t is  su p p o r tin g  th e  E L s  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  a lre ad y  in  b ilin g u a l sc h o o ls  
b y  re v is it in g  th e  s tru c tu ra l c om p o n e n ts  o f a  p ro g ram  (e .g ., h ow  stu d e n ts  a re  tra c ke d , if/
w h e re /h ow  b ilin g u a l sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n  se rv ic e s  a re  p ro v id e d ).

M y t h : En g lish  Le a rn e rs  sh o u ld  h ave  a  s tro n g  g ra sp  o f En g lish  b e fo re  a  re fe rra l fo r sp e c ia l 
e d u c a tio n  se rv ic e s  is  m ad e . 

F a c t :  Stu d ie s  o n  th e  u se  o f sc ie n tific a lly  re se a rc h e d -b ase d  in te rve n tio n s  d o  n o t su p p o r t  
th e  “w a it in g  it  o u t” ap p ro ac h  b e fo re  re fe rrin g . R a th e r, th e  re se a rc h  e n c o u rag e s  e a rly  
in te rve n tio n  th a t im m ed ia te ly  an d  sy stem atic a lly  p ro v id e s  su p p o r ts  an d  in stru c tio n a l 
s tra te g ie s  (E sp a rza  B row n  & D o o litt le , 2008 ; Fu c h s, M o c k , M o rg an , & Yo u n g , 2003). 
Fu r th e rm o re , e a rly  in te rve n tio n  c an  re d u c e /le sse n  som e  o f th e  m o st ad ve rse  e ffe c ts  o n  
lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  e xp e rie n c e d  b y  c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  (H u n t, 2020). M an y  o f th e  
c o n te n tio n s  ag a in st  e a rly  in te rve n tio n  “a rise  from  sp o tty  sc re e n in g ” (H u n t, 2020) in  te rm s 
o f a sse ss in g  p o te n tia l (d is)ab ilit ie s  in  th e  c o n te x t o f E L s’ b ilin g u a lism . 

O p p o r t u n i t y :  C o n s id e rin g  h ow  (d is)ab ility  affe c ts  lan g u ag e  sh o u ld  b e  c o n tin u a lly  ke p t a t  
th e  fo re fro n t o f re fe rra ls, in te rve n tio n s, an d  e va lu a tio n s. L ikew ise , d a tab ase s  th a t tra c k  th e  
lan g u ag e  p ro fic ie n c ie s  o f En g lish  Le a rn e rs  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  th ro u g h  s ta te  te s ts, p e r se , 
a lso  n e e d  to  b e  m o re  ro b u st in  in c lu d in g  d a ta  o n  th is  d u a l-id e n tifie d  g ro u p  o f s tu d e n ts.
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M y th : Sw itc h in g  b e tw e e n  lan g u ag e s  is  a  s ig n  o f n e u ro -c o n fu s io n  an d  a   
p o te n tia l (d is)ab ility. 

F a c t :  Th e  ab ility  to  a c c e ss  m u lt ip le  lan g u ag e s  is  a  c om m un ic a tio n  s tra te g y  e sp e c ia lly  
im p o r tan t fo r c h ild re n  w h o  m ay  h ave  a  (d is)ab ility  th a t ad ve rse ly  im p ac ts  lan g u ag e  
b e c au se  it  g ran ts  th em  ac c e ss  to  th e ir e n tire  lin g u is t ic  sy s tem . N o t o n ly  d o  E L s  m a in ta in  
g ram m atic a l in te g rity  w h e n  th e y  sw itc h  b e tw e e n  lan g u ag e s  (G e n e se e  e t  a l., 2004), b u t 
b e yo n d  th e  e a rly  ye a rs, E L s  th a t tran s lan g u ag e  o fte n  p a r take  in  th is  lin g u is t ic  b e h av io r a s  
a  fo rm  o f id e n tity  (K a su la , 2016 ; O th e g u y, G a rc ía , & R e id , 2018). 

O p p o r t u n i t y :  B ilin g u a l p ro g ram s h ave  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  re fle c t o n  th e  so c io -p o lit ic a lly  
c o n d it io n e d  s tru c tu re s  th a t e n ac t d e fic it  v iew s  o n  lan g u ag e  se p a ra tio n . We  a re  rem in d e d  
th a t "th e  ve ry  c o n c e p t o f d isc re te  lan g u ag e s  is  p ro b ab ly  a  Eu ro p e an  c u ltu ra l a r t ifa c t  
fo s te re d  b y  p ro c e d u re s  su c h  a s  lite ra c y  an d  s tan d a rd iza tio n " (p . 635 ) (Rom a in e , 2000 , a s  
c ite d  in  O th e g u y, G a rc ía , & R e id , 2018).

U n fo r tu n a te ly, th e se  an d  m an y  o th e r m yth s  a re  s t ill h e ld  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  
o f c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)ab ilit ie s  in  b ilin g u a l e d u c a tio n . N o n e th e le ss, w e  d e fau lt  to  th e  
re se a rc h  an d  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  w e  c an  c re a te  b y  n o t ju s t  a llow in g  c h ild re n  w ith  (d is)
ab ilit ie s  in to  o u r b ilin g u a l sp ac e s, b u t b y  re fram in g  th e  w ays  in  w h ic h  o u r c la ss ro om s 
a c c o u n t fo r th e  in te rse c tio n a lity  o f lan g u ag e  an d  (d is)ab ility.  
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