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MEMORANDUM

Date:


February 14, 2014

To:


CABE Board Members

Subject:

Bills Introduced 2014

Cc:


Jan Gustafson-Corea

________________________________________________________________

2014 is the second year of the 2013-14 legislative session. January 31, 2014 was the last day for each house of the legislature to pass bills introduced in their house in 2013. January 24, 2014 was the last day for legislators to forward to the Legislative Counsel “bill requests”. February 21, 2014 is the last day for legislators to introduce their bills. At that time a bill is given its bill number. So far we are up to Bill #1764 in the Assembly and 1008 in the Senate. 

Sponsored Bill

CABE is co-sponsoring a bill with Californians Together that establishes a state recognition program for districts that establish multiple pathways to biliteracy that lead to attainment of the State Seal of Biliteracy. The author of the sponsored bill is Assembly Member Bloom (D-50:Santa Monica). The bill has not been introduced as of yet, hence there is no bill number to give you. So stay tuned for further alerts/status reports on the sponsored bill. 

Other Legislation

SB 837 (Steinberg) Transitional Kindergarten (Please see attached bill.)

The significant provisions of this bill include:

· Establishes the Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014 

· Requires each school district or charter school that offers kindergarten to offer transitional kindergarten (TK) and would require a child that meets specified minimum age requirements to be admitted to transitional kindergarten.

· Requires provision of full day, developmentally appropriate services to 4 year olds (by Sept 1st)  from low-income families

· Authorizes the average daily attendance (ADA) of a school district to include the ADA of pupils enrolled in transitional kindergarten.

· Requires transitional kindergarten to receive a per pupil base grant for apportionment purposes, as specified.

· Requires TK to be taught by teachers and associate teachers who meet specified requirements.

· Requires TK to included specified elements that promote integration and alignment with the early learning and child care system and the elementary education system.

· Caps classroom size to 20 students.

This bill has garnered quite a bit of attention and is supported by Democratic leadership of both houses. The intent of the bill is to extend transitional kindergarten their own “transitional” grade prior to kindergarten to all California children in order to start their “academic career”. The expanded transitional kindergarten would be voluntary.

While this is a good idea, there are some major problems associated with the bill.

· Since it is identified as “transitional kindergarten” the provisions of Prop 227. Please note that the provisions of Prop 227 do not apply to preschool programs.

· This cost of this expansion is high. It is estimated that the cost per student is $6,000.00. Please note that the state’s average cost for pupil is $9,000. Once fully implemented in 2019-20, it will cost the state $198 million annually. 

I am currently engaged in discussions with the sponsors and author of the bill regarding the issue of Prop 227 for the purpose of identifying amendments that will address this significant problem.
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